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The Breckenridge City 
Commission has gone 
through the process of 
considering obtaining a fea-
sibility study on proposing 
to address the city’s fi re sta-
tion living quarters — locat-
ed at 102 West Elm — for its 
employees.

The beginning steps of 
the process began last 

spring according to City 
Manager Cynthia Northrop, 
who created an ad hoc com-
mittee to brainstorm solu-
tions of addressing the sit-
uation in alignment with the 
city’s strategic plan goal of 
investing in its employees.

“There are health and 
safety issues where they are 
living right now,” Northrop 
stated. 

Assistant Fire Chief Wes-
ley Turner voiced his con-

cerns with the current liv-
ing conditions of the fi re 
station.

“The fi refi ghters are on 
board with tearing that 
building down,” Turner 
said. “There’s guys over 
there that have been 20-
plus years in a building 
that has roof leaks, win-
dow leaks, plumbing issues, 
bathrooms with no hot wa-
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A change order for the 
City of Breckenridge Street 
Improvement Project - 
Phase 1 was unanimous-
ly passed by the Breck-
enridge City Commission 
during their meeting Tues-
day, Jan. 7.

The change order in-
cludes seven modifi cations 
to the contract with con-
tractor Raydon, Inc., which 
Sage Diller, Professional 
Contractor with Enprotec 
/ Hibbs & Todd, Inc (eHT), 
explained.

The change order increas-
es the contract price by 
$214,593, from $2,405,233.20 
to $2,619,827.18.

Diller told the commis-
sion that the bids for the 
project came in favorably 
which allowed them to add 
additional work per funds 

available. 
“The increase of the con-

tract is not even halfway to 
the allowable increase of 
25%, which would come out 
to a total of $600,000 avail-
able funding,” Diller said. 

The change order only in-
cludes additional street im-
provements and does not 

add any additional time to 
the contract.

The changes, most of 
which were initiated by the 
city to address on-site is-
sues, are as follows:

Hullum and Harvey In-
tersection - Additional con-

� e city of Breckenridge is taking steps to address the Breckenridge Fire Department’s living quar-
ters. � e city commissioners approved a feasibility study regarding the quarters Tuesday, Jan. 7.
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City addressing fi re 
station living quarters

Phase 1 of street improvement 
project change order approved

See Street, Page 3

See Station, Page 2
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As they work to align 
with their strategic 
plan, the Breckenridge 
City Commission has 
been actively address-
ing several substan-
dard housing units. 

The City Commis-
sion spoke about six 
buildings which they 
have initially deter-
mined to be dangerous 
buildings at their meet-
ing Tuesday, January 7. 

Those six properties 
are as follows: 1409 E. 
Williams, 1208 W. 3rd, 
614 S. O’ Conner, 504 
N. Rose, 302 N. Graham 
and 209 W. Hullum.

The city notifi ed all 
six property owners 
that the buildings must 
be repaired or demol-
ished in order to be in 
compliance with the 
city’s minimum stan-
dards pursuant to Sec-
tion 5-5 of the city code. 

These buildings were 
in violation of several 
items on the danger-
ous building violation 

checklist which led 
to the determination. 
Four of the property 
owners, or a represen-
tative of the property 
owner, were in atten-
dance at the meeting to 
state their case. 

The determination 
was made by the com-
mission to order a dem-
olition of 1409 E. Wil-
liams within 30 days, 
whose property owner 
was not in attendance. 
The property on 1208 
W. 3rd features two 
mobile homes, one in 
which Zachary Smith is 
living in. However, the 
building in question is 
another mobile home 
east of that one, which 
does not have water or 
electricity and needs to 
be removed. 

Speaking on behalf of 
Zachary was his father, 
Phillip, who pleaded 
to get an extension on 
forming a plan. 

“I request that a de-
termination on the 
building be postponed 

A property located at 504 N. Rose that was deemed as 
dangerous by the city of Breckenridge. � e city recent-
ly spoke about the property.
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Substandard housing 
movement made by 
city commissioners

See Housing, Page 3
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A change order was approved Tuesday, Jan. 7 for the city’s Street 
Improvement Project - Phase 1. � e change order includes sev-
en modifi cations with to the contract with Raydon, Inc.
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A property at 1208 W. 3rd that was one of six discussed 
by the Breckenridge City Commission which were de-
termined to be dangerous.
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The Texas Senate’s 
chief budget writer 
said state agencies and 
higher education insti-
tutions have request-
ed nearly $25 billion 
in funding as the leg-
islative session gets 
underway. State Sen. 
Joan Huffman, R-Hous-
ton, told The Dallas 
Morning News that the 
requests for new mon-
ey reflect the growing 
functions and purpos-
es of state agencies that 
serve the public.

“As the state contin-
ues to grow and infla-
tion remains an issue, 
one can expect that 
agencies may request 
additional funding to 
maintain operations,” 
Huffman said in an 
email. The requests are 
predominantly for pay 
raises and new hires 
as state agencies deal 
with high turnover and 
pay that is not compet-
itive with the private 

sector.
“I’m not surprised, 

overall, to see agen-
cies continue to ask for 
more money to provide 
pay raises to stay com-
petitive,” said Rahul 
Sreenivasan, director 
of government perfor-
mance and fiscal policy 
at Texas 2036, an Austin 
think tank.

Some examples:
• The Texas Depart-

ment of Public Safety is 
asking for an additional 
$1.58 billion to create 
more than 2,000 new 

positions, mainly for 
driver’s license offices. 

• The Texas Depart-
ment of Family and Pro-
tective Services wants 
to hire more than 600 
new employees as 
it battles one of the 
highest turnover rates 
among state agencies.

• Texas Health and 
Human Services hopes 
to hire 1,772 new em-
ployees to check resi-
dents’ eligibility for so-
cial services, such as 
food benefits.

The Legislature be-
gins the session with 
more than $20 billion 
in unspent tax money.

Grid keeps  
humming during  
first wintry blast

The state’s power 
grid withstood its first 
wintry blast last week 
with no major outag-
es as snow blanket-
ed much of West and 
North Texas, and heavy 
rains hit Central and 
South Texas. The Texas 
Tribune reported that 
energy supply comfort-
ably exceeded demand 
during the latest cold 
snap.

Limited outages un-
related to grid capacity 
were reported, partic-
ularly in far Northeast 
Texas. Temperatures 
have since returned 
this to normal for this 
time of year across 
most of the state.

Most of the snow 
fell in the Dallas-Fort 
Worth metroplex and 
surrounding counties.

•••
Gary Borders is a 

veteran award-winning 
Texas journalist. He pub-
lished a number of com-
munity newspapers.

Station
Continued from Page 1

Agencies, universities seek 
$24.6 billion in new funding

Gary Borders

Capital Highlights

ter in them. We’re not 
against the feasibili-
ty study, we’re con-
cerned with what the 
feasibility study leads 
to.”

Turner voiced his 
frustration to the com-
mission that he has 
told the firefighters 
for a year that they 
wouldn’t get stuck in 
temporary housing 
forever.

“We can absolute-
ly put the firefighters 
back in a building that 
is halfway finished, 
with no plan or fund-
ing to finish the build-
ing out,” Turner said. 
“Now they are coming 
back and asking if we 
are going to get stuck 
in temporary housing 
forever. I just don’t 
want this to make a 
liar out of me when we 
come back and stir ev-
erything back up with 
something we can’t 
finish.”

After several op-
tions were analyzed, 
the ad hoc committee 
recommended a three-
phased approach, 
starting with placing a 
temporary living quar-
ters on the parking lot 
north of the fire sta-
tion as phase 1 with 
an opinion of probable 
cost (OPC) of $65,000.

The recommended 
phase 2 would be to 
demo the existing fire 
station building with 
an OPC of $150,000. 
Phase 3 would be con-
structing a modest 
metal building on the 
remaining slab, com-
ing with an OPC of 
$500,000 to $750,000 
and grant opportuni-
ties available for ex-
ploration. 

Following this step, 
the ad hoc committee 
recommended that 

the commission con-
sider obtaining a fea-
sibility study to get 
more definitive infor-
mation on the con-
dition of the existing 
fire station as well as 
comparing the cost to 
remodel against using 
an industry standard 
estimate.

Northrop noted that 
the committee is con-
cerned with the validi-
ty of the numbers orig-
inally listed, as they 
are not hard numbers.

The commission 
received a building 
feasibility study pro-
posal Dec. 16, 2024 
from Gary Baker & As-
sociates, LLC (GBA), 
of Wichita Falls, with 
a proposed cost of 
$12,000.

The cost of the pro-
posal is not budgeted, 
but staff would com-
plete a budget amend-
ment to use their avail-
able fund balance. 

“That would give 
us a clearer picture 
of where we are at, 
whether we are going 
to demo or remod-
el the fire station,” 
Northrop said.

GBA would like to 
meet with the com-
mission and the fire 
department to find out 
all the moving pieces 
in the building, what 
the issues are, what 
the concerns are, what 
the footprint needs 
to look like and what 
the growth pattern for 

the fire station needs 
to be. 

“We’d like to see a 
little more information 
before we tear down 
the existing building in 
the event that it could 
be done cheaper and 
if it will fit the needs,” 
said Wade Bradley 
Smith, Civil Project 
Manager at Enprotec/
Hibbs & Todd (eHT). 
“I have zero issue with 
the temporary living 
facility that is being 
put out there, I think 
that is a phenomenal 
idea.”

According to the 
commission, once a 
contract on the feasi-
bility study was exe-
cuted, it would be back 
within 30 days.

Smith said that they 
would be onsite to find 
out the concerns the 
week immediately fol-
lowing the contract ex-
ecution. 

Commissioner Rob 
Durham made the mo-
tion to approve the ad 
hoc committee’s rec-
ommendation of a fea-
sibility study, which 
was seconded by 
Commissioner Vince 
Moore and opposed 
by Mayor Bob Sims, 
passing 2-1.

In their proposal, 
GBA also proposed a 
design build option 
by utilizing Gary Bak-
er Construction as the 
general contractor, as 
a cost savings to the 
city.

Breckenridge Fire Department works a structure 
fire Tuesday, Oct. 29 in the 200 block of East First 
Street in Breckenridge.
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crete pavement, curb 
and gutter and residen-
tial concrete driveways 
to improve drainage 
conditions.

4th and Live Oak in-
tersection - Reconstruc-
tion of the roadway 
to improve drainage, 
grades and rideability. 

Payne Street - Instal-
lation of concrete pave-
ment in front of dump-
ster pads to improve 
the structural integri-
ty of the pavement to 
better withstand heavy 
traffi c. 

Pecan Street - Recon-
struction of the asphalt 
pavement and curb and 
gutter along the me-
dian, approaching the 
intersection with Hul-
lum Street, to improve 
drainage conditions. 

Gaddis Street - Alter-
ations to the scope to 
limit the improvements 
along Gaddis Street 
from Dunnigan Street 
to S. Butte Street.

3rd Street - Provide 
pre-lay asphalt pave-
ment to roadway sur-
face to improve condi-
tions. 

Hullum Street - Re-
place the failing curb 
along Hullum Street 
from S. Oakwood Street 
to S. Court Street.

Solid Waste proposals
The commission is 

also preparing to issue 
a Request for Proposal 
(RFP) for the expiring 
contract of current sol-
id waste provider, Re-
public Services.

The contract is for 
eight years with an op-
tion to renew for an 
additional eight years, 
with the fi rst eight ex-
piring this July. 

In issuing the RFP, 
competitive rates are 
kept for the citizens 
of Breckenridge. The 
commission is required 
to give 90-day notice on 
its intent to not renew 
the contract with Re-
public Services.

The projected time-
line to issue the RFP 
according to City Man-
ager Cynthia Northrop 
is notifying current pro-
vider Republic Services 
of their intent not to 
renew the contract on 

April 1 and then adver-
tise the RFP on April 9.

The timeline has bid 
submissions being due 
on May 2 and the com-
mission would award 
a bid on June 3. The 
transition period if it is 
a new company would 
occur in June or July. 

Lead Service Line 
Project Update

Diller also provided 
an update on the lead 
service line replace-
ment project, saying 
that crews and contrac-
tors were out to check 
all service lines in the 
city for lead.

City water/wastewa-
ter foreman Billy Smith 
estimates that the city 
has replaced fi ve lines 
a month since 2001, and 
all lines with lead must 
be replaced. 

Diller stated that they 
have done inventory on 
the current service 
lines and posted an in-
teractive map on their 
website which shows 
where lead lines must 
be replaced with non-
lead water lines.

Diller also said that 
since the inventory is 
already completed, he 
does not recommend 
the city to apply for 
Texas Water Develop-
ment Board inventory 
funding as it would be 
asking for reimburse-
ment at that point. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Northrop, about 50% 
of the inventory is gal-
vanized and that is part 
of the inventory that 
must be replaced, ac-
cording to Diller. 

“That is going to be 
a substantial cost and 
there is going to be 
funding out there that 
you can apply for,” Dill-
er said. “That funding 
will most likely be 50% 
grant and 0% interest 
on the remainder of 
it. It will be a signifi -
cant project and they 
are allowing until 2037 
to address the issues 
and complete the proj-
ect. That length of time 
has been changing with 
guidance as it comes 
down from the federal 
government.”

30 or 60 days so that 
I can actually put to-
gether a proposal and 
present something to 
you that is legitimate,” 
he said. 

Ultimately, the com-
mission allowed for a 
60 day extension on 
the property owners 
to form a plan, with 
Mayor Bob Sims vot-
ing no and Commis-
sioners Rob Durham 
and Vince Moore vot-
ing yes. 

The property owner 
for 614 S. O’Conner is 
Brandi Wilson, whose 
father JD Wilson told 
the board that they are 
trying to do what they 
can to tear it down.

“We did receive a 
bid to get rid of it for 
$6,000 and are trying 
to get a reasonable 
deal,” Wilson said. “I 
want to see if we can 
get a local contractor 
to do it.”

Wilson also added 
that they want to fi x 
the property up and re-
store it once the demo-
lition is complete. The 
commission approved 
allowing 60 days to 
demolish, with Mayor 
Sims voting no.

The owner of 504 N. 
Rose, Dominga Bagget, 
said that she is willing 
to fi x up the house, 
but needs more time. 
Bagget stated that 
she had to move 
out due to the fact 
it needed so much 
work. The commis-
sion approved giving 
the owner 60 days to 
make proper repairs.

Anthony Price, the 
owner of 302 N. Gra-
ham said that he has 
been trying to give 

the house away to 
someone who is will-
ing to tear it down for 
some time now. 

Price had bought 
the house next door 
after being in the afore-
mentioned house for 
about 20 years, and 
hasn’t been able to af-
ford maintaining the 
original. 

Price said he has a 
friend who wants the 
lumber and a contrac-
tor who can tear it 
down. He noted that 
they will begin the 
teardown process af-
ter the cold weather 
comes to an end. 

“There is a lot of 
good cedar in that 
house,” he said. “I’m 
surprised no one was 
jumping on taking it 
from me sooner.”

Price said that he 
can have it torn down 
for the lumber, clean 
it up and make the 
appropriate improve-
ments within 60 days. 
The commission or-
dered that the dem-

olition be completed 
within 90 days, with 
Mayor Sims the only 
one opposed. 

For 209 W. Hullum, 
the property owner 
was not in attendance 
and the commission 
ordered a demolition 
of the property within 
30 days. 

If the owner of any 
of the buildings that 
were deemed to be 
dangerous do not re-
pair or vacate within 
a certain time as or-
dered, the city then 
has the go-ahead to 
go in and demolish the 
structures. 

From there, the city 
would either contract 
the demolition out and 
pay disposal costs at a 
total estimated cost of 
$20,000 or city crews 
could demolish at esti-
mated cost of disposal 
of $10,000. 

The city would place 
a lien on the property 
to recover the costs of 
the demolition in both 
cases. 

A property at 302 N. Graham that was deemed dan-
gerous by the city of Breckenridge and was part of a 
discussion by the city commission.

Photo/City of Breckenridge
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Continued from Page 1
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Youth talent on display
� e 67th Stephens County Livestock Show took off  last week with multiple 
events for county youth. Shown at top are rabbits being shown off  during the 
show. Shown at bottom are goat herdsmen participate in the showmanship 
competition.

Photos/Alex Kielar
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“Spell Check” -- first 
thought to be a handy 
computer feature to 
help us use the correct 
letters in the proper 
order for word forma-
tion--often goes hay-
wire. 

Like oft-discussed 
Artificial Intelligence 
(AI is the abbreviation, 
despite my thinking it 
to be short for “Alfred” 
in the early going), it 
can be dead wrong, 
redden faces and run 
far afield from what is 
intended. This may be 
true when the name of 
our current hometown-

-Burleson, TX, where 
we have domiciled in 
semi-retirement since 
2002--is typed... 

•••
Burleson had hard-

ly gotten the “sleepy” 
rubbed from its eyes 
when we moved into 
our modest tract home 
on a cul-de-sac near In-
terstate Highway 35W. 
Longtime residents at 
the time bragged about 
the community’s im-
mense growth, its pop-
ulation reaching 20,000 
shortly before the turn 
of the century. 

Old-timers rattled on 

about memories of one 
traffic light, a couple of 
eating places and it be-
ing the “crepe myrtle 
capital” of Texas. Many 
comments seemed triv-
ial, usually trailing off to 
other topics like grand-
children and the weath-
er. (Similarly, Brown-
wood, TX, where I grew 
up, once was known 
as “the feather duster 
capital of the world,” 
to which millions of de-
ceased turkeys might 
attest.) 

Over the past two de-
cades, though, there’ve 
been interesting--or at 

least, semi-interest-
ing--facts surfacing long 
enough to pique inter-
est about Burleson, 
now wide awake... 

•••
Interestingly (and 

most sentences begin-
ning with this word 
aren’t), our town is 
named for a university 
president, Dr. Rufus Co-
lumbus Burleson. 

Not only was the 
late educator a pres-
ident, he took on the 
task twice -- 25 years 
apart--at Baylor Univer-
sity, which was char-
tered by the State of 
Texas in 1845. (BU al-
most moved to Dallas 
in 1929, but in that ini-
tial year of the Great De-
pression, most every-

When it’s time to take 
a hard look at our pub-
lic officials and decide 
which ones to re-elect 
– or reject – we need in-
formation.

A major source of 
that information is the 
government itself. Ac-
cess to public records 
and meetings is essen-
tial for us to know the 
facts and speak out 
about how government 
is run, during election 
season or any time.

Among the tools at 
our disposal are the 
Texas Public Informa-
tion Act, the Texas 
Open Meetings Act and 
the federal Freedom of 
Information Act along 
with transparency pro-
visions in other Texas 
laws and the state con-
stitution.

As strong as these 
tools are, we must be 
vigilant about keeping 
them sharp.

Our information laws 
at times require legis-
lative updates to re-

flect how records are 
created, stored and 
used in the modern 
world. For example, 
providing easy-to-find 
onl ine information 
and searchable-sort-
able spreadsheet data 
when it exists, instead 
of old-fashioned copies, 
should be the norm. Un-
fortunately, not all gov-
ernments do this vol-
untarily.

Just as important is 
the need to overcome 
barriers some govern-
ments intentionally use 
to block information 
access. Loopholes in 

the laws must closed. 
Enforcement should be 
fine-tuned.

The nonprofit Free-
dom of Information 
Foundation of Tex-
as will explore these 
transparency issues 
and protection of First 
Amendment rights at 
its annual conference 
Friday, Sept. 13, in Aus-
tin. Conference regis-
tration is available to all 
who are interested.

The FOI Founda-
tion also hosts region-
al training sessions to 
help Texans learn to 
use the Public Informa-
tion Act and Open Meet-
ings Act. 

Open records and 
meetings allow us to go 
beyond government of-
ficials’ spoken words or 
spin and let us to see 
how decisions are truly 
made and how govern-
ing is carried out.

How is taxpayer mon-
ey spent? Are contrac-
tors who are build-
ing roads and bridges 

meeting deadlines and 
ensuring safety? Do 
school districts, cities 
and counties effectively 
manage programs and 
budgets?

Government informa-
tion belongs to the peo-
ple, and in almost all 
cases it needs to flow 
freely, without delay.

The “public’s right to 
know does not depend 
on the whims of officials, 
elected or non-elected,” 
former Texas Lt. Gov. 
Bill Hobby, who held 
office when the state’s 
open records law was 
enacted in 1973, once 
explained at an FOI 
Foundation gathering.

“Winning an election 
or getting a govern-
ment job doesn’t make 
anybody smarter than 
they were before, or 
less subject to the law. 
In fact, public officials 
not only have to obey 
the law like everybody 
else, they have an even 

See Shannon, Page 5

Keep information laws working  
as intended to help all Texans

Don Newbury

The Idle American

Dear Rusty: For 
most folks collect-
ing Social Security, 
you get back what 
you put in within 3-5 
years, so for those 
that scream - “SS is 
not an entitlement, 
it is my money”- that 
is not entirely ac-
curate beyond 3-5 
years. For me per-
sonally 4.4 years is 
the number. But had 
I been able to invest 
that money over the 
43 years. 

I worked at a mod-
est 6% interest, I 
expect the amount 
would have been 
a lot more. And of 
course, the stock 
market averaged 
9.5% over that time. 
Perhaps Social Se-
curity should invest 
in the stock market 
instead of U.S. Gov-
ernment treasury 
bonds. Signed: In-
terested Observer 

Dear Observer: 
You bring up a point 
we frequently hear 
– that if, instead 
of paying into So-
cial Security, I had 
invested the same 
money in the stock 
market I would have 
gotten more. That, 
of course, might be 
the case if you had 
the unwavering dis-
cipline to religious-
ly invest the equiv-
alent amount in the 
market, avoiding 
the temptation to 
use that investment 
for any other rea-
son. And life is full 
of good reasons – 
financial emergen-
cies, for example, 
or the simple temp-
tation to buy some-
thing desperately 
needed, or just oc-
casionally skipping 
a month to pay bills. 
Also, the stock mar-
ket is notorious-
ly volatile, which 
can create substan-
tial angst for inves-
tors who are faint of 
heart. 

The fact is that 
Social Security pro-
vides guaranteed fi-
nancial growth from 
the age of eligibility 
(normally 62), up 
to age 70 when the 
maximum benefit 
is attained. Bene-
fits claimed at one’s 
full retirement age 
are about 24% - 32% 

more than if taken 
at age 62 (depend-
ing on full retire-
ment age), and ben-
efits taken at age 70 
are about 75% more 
than benefits taken 
at age 62. And that is 
guaranteed growth 
for those with the 
patience to wait lon-
ger to claim.  

You may recall 
that the idea of in-
vesting Social Se-
curity reserves in 
the stock market 
has been floated a 
few times in previ-
ous years, but ac-
companying risks 
made Congress es-
sentially unwilling 
to even entertain 
the idea. It has al-
ways been a politi-
cal “hot potato” and 
those who suggest 
it are usually casti-
gated for wanting to 
“give SS money to 
Wall Street,” so I ex-
pect it is unlikely to 
happen. 

Guess we’ll need 
to be satisfied with 
the interest  on 
those Special Issue 
Government Bonds 
(which, by the way, 
returned about $67 
billion to the Social 
Security Trust Fund 
in 2023). 

FYI, average inter-
est rate for new de-
posits to the Trust 
Fund in 2023 was 
4.1%, and the over-
all effective rate of 
return on all Trust 
Fund assets was 
2.4%. 

Social Security 
has some issues and 
will face some finan-
cial difficulty in less 
than a decade un-
less Congress en-
acts program re-
form soon. 

But it is a program 
which most seniors 
rely on for a major 
part of their retire-
ment income and 

Russell Gloor

Social Security Matters

Ask Rusty:
About investing social security 

money in the stock market

See Matters, Page 5

Spell check runs amok...

Kelley Shannon



 

Breckenridge Devotional Page
ANGLICAN

St. Andrews Anglican Church

200 North Easton, 254-559-3172

Donald Sackett, Priest

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Christian Fellowship Church

810 E. Elm, 254-559-8436

Tom Moore, Min.

La Hermosa Assembly of God

909 Jeanette St., 254-559-7329

Raul Duran, Min.

BAPTIST

Bethany Baptist

1911 W. Walker, 254-559-5083

Don Bearden, Min.

Bethel Baptist

804 S. James, 254-559-2072

Clarence Holliman, Min.

Calvary Baptist

401 S. Camden, 254-559-7364

Dan Nelson, Min.

Crystal Falls Baptist

FM 578, Crystal Falls

Danny Lee, Min.

Eliasville Baptist

Eliasville

Wayne Peters, Min.

First Baptist Church

301 S. Rose, 254-559-2295

Andy Rodgers, Min.

First Baptist Church of Woodson

Woodson, Jeremy Smith, Min.

Gunsight Baptist

Hwy. 183 S., 254-559-1620

Rex Boggs, Min.

Mount Olive Baptist

518 S. Dunnigan, 254-559-2500

Gregory Morris, Sr., Min.

Necessity Baptist

7150 C.R. 144, Caddo, 254-559-6775,

John Kinman, Pastor

New Hope Baptist #3

FM 717, Ranger, 254-647-1515

Ronny Guess, Min.

Rose Avenue Baptist

702 N. Rose Ave., 817-724-4047

Russell Brock, Pastor

Trinity Baptist

36 CR 327, 254-559-7405

Pastor Herman (Butch) Hinkle, Jr.

BIBLE

Lord’s Old-Time Gospel

West Elliott, 254-559-8051

The Church of Breckenridge

405 Sunset, 254-559-9790

CATHOLIC

Sacred Heart Catholic

208 S. Miller, 254-559-2860

CHRISTIAN CHURCH

First Christian

101 E. Williams, 254-559-2744

First Christian of Woodson

Michael Patrick, Min.

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints

530 CR 179, Eastland, 435-640-6103

Doug Smith, Branch President

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

Christian Science

401 S. McAmis

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Central Church of Christ

Woodson

Royce Priddy, Min.

Church of Christ

1701 W. Elliott, 254-559-2558

Don Nelson, Min.

Church of Christ

1314 W. Jeanette, 254-559-5001

Albany Church of Christ

417 N. Main Street, 325-762-2078

Russell Scott, Minister

Eliasville Church of Christ

Eliasville – Norman Carpenter, Min.

CONTEMPORARY

Real Church

515 N. Graham Ave.; W.S. 10:30 a.m.

INTERDENOMINATIONAL

Victory Life Church

1612 Hwy. 180 E, 254-559-3600

Dr. Craig Smee, Lead Pastor

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS

Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses

202 FM 3099, 254-559-6830

LUTHERAN

Trinity Lutheran Church

Hwy. 180, Albany, 915-762-3227

Thomas Chandler, Min.

METHODIST

First Methodist Church

419 W. Walker, 254-559-8208

Samantha Chambers, Pastor

St. Paul United Methodist

1504 E. Elm, 254-559-3685

Samantha Chambers, Pastor

NONDENOMINATIONAL

Eolian Community Church

7162 CR 292, 254-559-3829

Genoa Goad, Min.

River of Life Fellowship

122 E. Lindsey, 254-522-8981

James Stewart, Min.

The Light of the World

600 N. Breckenridge Ave.

Inocencio Briones, Min.

The Ridge Cowboy Church @ Lakeside

108 CR 221, 325-370-7673

PENTECOSTAL

The Lighthouse

1509 E. Walker, 254-559-6077

Rev. Will Anderson

PRESBYTERIAN

First Presbyterian Church

1601 W. Elliott, 254-559-2484

Pastor Linda Buchanan Leveridge

This Devotional & Directory 

is made possible by these 

businesses who encourage all of 

us to attend worship services.

Want to support the 
church directory?

Call Krystin at 254-559-5412 

or email 

admgr@breckenridgeamerican.com

Breckenridge 

Auto Parts
“Complete line of auto & engine supplies”

1811 W. Walker • Breckenridge, TX 76424

254-559-8241 4437

Traditional Funerals, Cremations, Monuments, Pre-Planning

1.800.372.5421 � Obit Line: 254.559.OBIT
www.morehartmortuary.net

4457

Morehart Mortuary
of Breckenridge & Albany

4
4
6
0

211 CR151 • Breckenridge, TX 76424 • 1-800-722-8616

www.turnerseed.com

All Kinds of Native 

Grass Seed, Field Seed, 

Wildlife Seed, and 

Wildfl ower Seed

19926

PROUDLY SERVING BRECKENRIDGE SINCE 1965

254-559-3311 | meltonkitchens.com

1. Is the book of Hebrews (KJV) in the Old or New Testa-

ment or neither?

2. In Matthew 16:23, to whom did Jesus say, “Get thee 

behind me, Satan”? Andrew, Rizpah, Elijah, Peter

3. Who was stoned to death for preaching that Jesus was 

the Savior? Stephen, Joel, Asa, Malachi

4. How many men did Nebuchadnezzar see walking in 

the fiery furnace? 2, 4, 20, 40

5. According to Luke 2:4, what village was known as “The 

City of David”? Nimrod, Antioch, Bethlehem, Babylon

6. From the Bible, who could be called “Mr. Patience”? 

Naaman, Jairus, Philippi, Job

ANSWERS: 1) New, 2) Peter, 3) Stephen, 4) Four, 5) 

Bethlehem, 6) Job

Have changes? 

Need something added? 

Email design@grahamleader.com.

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)

Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    

LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800

LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com
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one which keeps over 
22 million Americans 
out of poverty. Here 
at the AMAC Foun-
dation, we strongly 
advocate for sensi-
ble Social Security re-
form and we’re very 
optimistic about the 
program’s future. But 
Congress needs to act 
soon to avoid a cut 
to everyone’s Social 
Security amount in 
about 2033. 

•••
This article is intend-

ed for information pur-
poses only and does 
not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It 

presents the opinions 
and interpretations 
of the AMAC Founda-
tion’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the Na-
tional Social Security 
Association (NSSA). 
NSSA and the AMAC 
Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliat-
ed with or endorsed 
by the Social Securi-
ty Administration or 
any other governmen-
tal entity. To submit 
a question, visit our 
website (amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory) 
or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.
org.

thing huddled in place.) 
That a man would 

serve in this role for a 
decade (1851-1861) and 
be asked to return in 
1886 for 11 more years 
defies both probability 
and imagination... 

•••
I have digressed 

shamelessly. Research 
entices with “rabbit 
trails,” many of which 
I traverse gleefully. Ini-
tially, I was addressing 
spell check. 

But wait. There is 
a connection. Often 
when I type the word 
“Burleson,” spell check 
suggests that my intent 
might have been to type 
“burlesque.” It even of-
fers to make the cor-
rection for me with the 
click of a key. Burleson 
was a good ten miles 
from any known sin at 

the time of its founding 
in 1912…

•••
Fact is, there were 

only a few hundred peo-
ple to sin and/or walk 
the straight and narrow 
at the time. Humbly be-
gun, Burleson was but 
a stop on the Interur-
ban (tram-like electri-
cal rail cars) that ran 
10 times daily between 
Fort Worth and Cle-
burne. 

Henry Renfro, a vi-
sionary who owned 
much land and cut a 
wide swath political-
ly, wanted to honor 
the man who had been 
his teacher, then pres-
ident, at Baylor.  Thus 
Burleson was born, 
even if spell check 
doesn’t cotton to the 
choice... 

•••
We’ll never know for 

sure, of course, wheth-
er Dr. Burleson cared 
to have his name on 
a city limits sign. He 
might have wished his 
middle name—Colum-
bus-- had been chosen. 
But, another communi-
ty had chosen that his-
toric name a half-centu-
ry earlier. 

“Rufus” doesn’t set 
well, either. 

Neither do “Rufus-
ville,” “Rufusburg” or 
perhaps “Crepe Myr-
tleville”. We can only 
guess how spell check 
might have mangled 
these…

•••
Burleson has grown 

threefold, now around 
60,000, since our ar-
rival, with no end in 
sight. (Proximity to 
Fort Worth--now ahead 
of Austin as Texas’ 
fourth-largest city--

helps.) 
Our family name 

identifies buildings at 
Howard Payne Univer-
sity in Brownwood, 
TX, where I graduated 
in 1961 and served as 
president, 1986-1997. 

A couple of dozen 
students gathered for 
the naming of Newbury 
Place Apartments, 
claiming it to be an his-
toric day. “Now they’ll 
know where to deliver 
the pizza,” one student 
bragged, seemingly re-
lieved…

•••
Dr. Newbury, longtime 

university president, 
continues to speak and 
write. The Idle Amer-
ican, is one of the na-
tion’s longest-running 
syndicated humor col-
umns. Contact: 817-447-
3872. Email: newbury@
speakerdoc.com. 

higher duty,” he said.
The Texas Public 

Information Act pre-
sumes documents are 
open unless there’s an 
exception in the law to 
releasing the record. 
Even then, in most in-
stances a governmental 
entity must ask the Tex-
as attorney general’s 
office for permission 
to withhold it. That’s a 
safeguard that provides 

oversight and can deter 
the entity from acting in 
bad faith toward a re-
questor.

The Open Meetings 
Act, meanwhile, makes 
the meetings of many 
governmental bodies 
open to everyone un-
less there’s a specific 
exception allowing a 
closed session, such as 
deliberation on a pend-
ing real estate transac-
tion or personnel mat-

ter. But no action can 
be taken behind closed 
doors; the public has a 
right to know about and 
observe the body’s de-
cision-making.

These major trans-
parency laws place 
power in the hands 
of the people. That’s 
something we should 
treasure and use.

Making this state and 
nation a better place is 
our responsibility as 

Texans and Americans. 
Demanding change 
when necessary – and 
soaking up all the in-
formation we can along 
the way – helps get the 
job done.

•••
Kelley Shannon is ex-

ecutive director of the 
Freedom of Information 
Foundation of Texas, a 
nonprofit that advocates 
for open government 
and free speech.

Newbury
Continued from Page 4

Shannon
Continued from Page 4

Matters
Continued from Page 4



 

DON’TDON’T
FORGET!FORGET!
Classifi ed Ads are Classifi ed Ads are 

FREEFREE
ONLINEONLINE!!
Place your ad
today and get

double exposure!

Call us today atCall us today at

254-559-5412254-559-5412
breckenridgeamerican.com

CLASSIFIEDS
Line Ad Rate:

$15 for 15 words or less

Over 15 words, 50¢ a word

Line Ad Deadlines

9:00 am Monday
(Classifi ed line ad: an ad that
runs with only words, no box)

Breckenridge American 254-559-5412

GET IT SOLD with a Classifi ed Ad

breckenridgeamerican.com/classifi eds   •   classifi ed@grahamleader.com

EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

Every housing advertisement published in the Breckenridge American is subject to all provisions of the Federal Fair Housing Act.

NEED A

JOB?

NEED

EMPLOYEES? 

The Classifieds bring
together job seekers

 and potential 
employers every day. 

Breckenridge

American
C L A S S I F I E D S 

Featuring new listings
every Wednesday! 

254-559-5412 

700 FOR RENT - APARTMENTS

CONQUISTADOR
APARTMENTS

1101 West Elliott • Breckenridge, TX 76424

254-559-6792

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS

On-Site Laundry • Close to Schools • Quality Affordable

SECTION 8 HOUSING AVAILABLE
— HANDICAP UNIT AVAILABLE —

— COME CHECK US OUT —

TDD# 800-735-2989

This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider/Employer EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

4653

VACANC
IES VACANCIES

Net a new job

- hook, line & sinker

with the

Classifi eds.

BreckenridgeAmerican.com

Fishing for

a New

Career?

www.breckenridgeamerican.com Wednesday, January 15, 2025Page 6

ATTENTION 

ADVERTISERS:

Errors & 

Adjustments
Please check your ad 

the fi rst day that it runs 

to see that all of the 

information is correct. 

This will ensure that 

your ad is exactly what 

you want readers to 

see. Call us at 254-559-

5412 the first day if 

you fi nd an error. We 

must limit our fi nancial 

responsibilities, if any, 

to the charge for the 

space and cannot be 

responsible for incorrect 

ads after the fi rst day of 

publication.

Breckenridge American
All Breckenridge – All the Time

www.breckenridgeamerican.com

650 FOR SALE–FARM & RANCH

Net a new job -

hook, line & sinker

with the

Classifi eds.

BreckenridgeAmerican.com

Fishing for
a New

Career?
We can help!

www.CFRLand.com
940.549.7700

801 Elm St. • Graham, TX 76450

22402 • 0111

Kathy Bailes, Agent

940.256.4958

Boone Campbell, Broker

940.282.5500

David Campbell, Agent

254.559.0962

Travis Patterson, Agent

254.246.5266

Heath Kramer, Agent

940.456.0575

EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

Shackelford County
160ac - 2444sqft Home,Shop ........... $1,175,640

Young County
755ac - 6Ponds,Creek,Minerals ......... $3,895,800

584ac - Land w/Home .......................$3,450,000

176ac -Mix Cover, 3Ponds .............$941,160

150ac - 4/4Home .......................$1,750,000

118ac - 2Ponds,Wooded ...............$885,000

100ac - Lodge, HighFence ..........$1,750,000

75ac - BrazosRiverfront .................$550,000

74ac - 2Ponds,Multi-Use ...............$550,000

50ac - BrazosValley,Wooded ................ $750K

45ac - Residential or Commercial ....... $795K

15ac - 3/2.5 Home,Pond ...............$575,000

8ac - 3/2 Home,Shop .....................$290,000

NL

NL

NL

NL

NL

NL

NL

REDUCED

SOLD

SOLD

Jack County
427ac - Log Cabin, 3 Ponds ...............$2,924,950

63ac - 2Homes,3Ponds .....................$1,590,000

63ac - 2Homes,3Ponds .....................$1,590,000

REDUCED

NL

NL

Knox County
252ac - Min,Cultivation,Ponds ......... $2,673/acNL

Haskell County
640ac - Creek, 7 Ponds, Min .........$1,600,000NL

Stephens County
742ac - Near Town ..........................$285,000

450ac - Home, Lodge, Exotics ..........$5,950,000

320ac - Cabin&Creek........................$1,880,000

311ac - Turnkey Cattle,Home ...........$2,400,000

254ac - Dense Woods.......................$1,220,736

161ac - 3/2 Home, 2 Ponds .............$1,086,750

50ac - 1 Pond, 8 mi. to Strawn ............ $376,576

19ac - Cabin & Big Deer..................$285,000

12ac - Home in Caddo .........................$242,546

NL

NL

IN CONTRACT

IN CONTRACT

SOLD

Throckmorton County
671ac - 10Ponds, PrimeHunting ..........$3,694,625

640ac - 9Ponds & Cabin ..............$2,790,000

160ac - 45%Woods,2Tanks .................$3,120/ac

25ac - 2/1 Home,Barn ........................$0,000/ac

NL

NL

SOLD

SOLD

Want your business to get noticed? Whether it’s to 

promote your services or to recruit new employees, 

your local paper can help! Here are four great 

reasons to advertise in your community newspaper.

Four great 
reasons to advertise

IN YOUR LOCAL 
NEWSPAPER

You’ll boost 
the local economy

By advertising in your 
community newspaper, 

you’ll be supporting 
the local economy. You’ll 
help the papers’ reporters,  
advertising representatives, 

carriers, 
graphic designers, 

copywriters and other 
employees keep their jobs. 
Moreover, you’ll work with 

people who understand 
the local market.

You’ll 
save money

Ad space in a national 
newspaper is much more 
expensive than in a local 

one. Admittedly, your 
message circulates over 
a greater area, but you 

should analyze the 
cost-eff ectiveness: will 

readers really travel 
dozens of miles to visit 

your store? 
By advertising in your local 

paper, you’ll reach your 
target audience directly — 
without breaking the bank!

You’ll reach 
your 

target audience

By advertising in 
your local paper, you’re 

sure to reach your 
customer base — those 

who are from your town 
and surrounding areas! 

Your ad campaigns 
will be highly targeted and 

consequently, 
very eff ective. 

You’ll get 
quality ads

Business owners rarely 
have the time or skills 

necessary to write 
advertising copy, take 
photos and otherwise 

create professional-quality 
ads. By working with your 
local paper, you’ll benefi t 
from the expertise and 

skills of its team members, 
including graphic 

designers, writers, editors 
and ad reps.

1108 West Walker St. | Breckenridge, TX 76424

254-559-5412 | breckenridgeamerican.com

Breckenridge American

24629

Keep Public Notices 

in Newspapers

www.newsmediaalliance.org

Some officials want to move notices from 

newspapers to government-run websites, 

where they may not be easily found.

This is like putting the fox in 

charge of the hen house.

When public notices

reach the public, 

everyone benefits.

TexSCAN Week of
Jan. 12-18, 2025

CHARITY

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support 

our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 

and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car 

Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide 

coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract, 

no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans feature 

unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For 

more information, call 1-855-493-3803.

ENERGY

Backup power — peace of mind. Get a standard 

warranty of 7 years, $849 value. Call 888-925-0261, 

Briggs & Stratton Energy Solutions.

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 

Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 

5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-

704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 

generator. It’s a power move.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath 

or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time, 

waiving ALL installation costs! (Additional terms 

apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer 

ends 3/30/25.) Call 1-855-965-0841.

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

OIL & GAS RIGHTS

We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 

and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 

Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 

offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 

Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-

1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WATER DAMAGE

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water can lead to major damage 
in your home. Our trusted professionals do complete 
repairs to protect your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027. Have zip code of service 
location ready when you call!

WANTED

Need Extra Cash — I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001!

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 

200 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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POPEYE by Randy Milholland

ENTERTAINMENT

THE SPATS by Jeff Pickering     

OUT ON A LIMB by Gary Kopervas
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800 PUBLIC/LEGAL NOTICES

NOTICE OF ORDER OF 
THE BRECKENRIDGE CITY 
COMMISSION
P U R S U A N T  T O 
SECTION 5-11 OF THE 
BRECKENRIDGE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES
On January 7, 2025, 
t h e  B r e c k e n r i d g e 
City Commission held 
a hearing pursuant to 
S e c t i o n  5 - 9  o f  t h e 
B r e c k e n r i d g e  C o d e 
o f  O r d i n a n c e s  a n d 
determined as follows:
The property described 
be low was found to 
contain a dangerous 
building and the Owner 
was ordered to repair the 
building within 60 days:
Address: 504 N. Rose, 
Breckenridge, TX 76424
L e g a l  D e s c r i p t i o n : 
Roselawn Addition, Block 
2, Lot 7 & W/50 of 15
A complete copy of the 
Order may be obtained 
at City Hall located at 
105 North Rose Ave., 
Breckenridge, Texas.
Jess ica  Sut te r ,  C i t y 
Secretary

NOTICE OF ORDER OF 
THE BRECKENRIDGE CITY 
COMMISSION
P U R S U A N T  T O 
SECTION 5-11 OF THE 
BRECKENRIDGE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES
On January 7, 2025, 
t h e  B r e c k e n r i d g e 
City Commission held 
a hearing pursuant to 
S e c t i o n  5 - 9  o f  t h e 
B r e c k e n r i d g e  C o d e 
o f  O r d i n a n c e s  a n d 
determined as follows:
The property described 
be low was found to 
contain a dangerous 
building and the Owner 
was ordered to demolish 
and remove the building 
within 30 days:
Address: 209 W. Hullum, 
Breckenridge, TX 76424
Legal Description: Original 
Addition, Block 23, Lot 
E/2 of 2, all of 3, 4, 5, 
W/15 of 6
A complete copy of the 
Order may be obtained 
at City Hall located at 
105 North Rose Ave., 
Breckenridge, Texas.
Jess ica  Sut te r ,  C i t y 
Secretary

NOTICE OF ORDER OF 
THE BRECKENRIDGE CITY 
COMMISSION
P U R S U A N T  T O 
SECTION 5-11 OF THE 
BRECKENRIDGE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES
On January 7, 2025, 
t h e  B r e c k e n r i d g e 
City Commission held 
a hearing pursuant to 
S e c t i o n  5 - 9  o f  t h e 
B r e c k e n r i d g e  C o d e 
o f  O r d i n a n c e s  a n d 
determined as follows:
The property described 
be low was found to 
contain a dangerous 
building and the Owner 
was ordered to demolish 

and remove the building 
within 90 days:
Address: 302 N. Graham, 
Breckenridge, TX 76424
Legal Description: Walker 
Caldwell 11 Addition, 
Block 59, Lot N/2 of 1 
& 2
A complete copy of the 
Order may be obtained 
at City Hall located at 
105 North Rose Ave., 
Breckenridge, Texas.
Jess ica  Sut te r ,  C i t y 
Secretary

NOTICE OF ORDER OF 
THE BRECKENRIDGE CITY 
COMMISSION
P U R S U A N T  T O 
SECTION 5-11 OF THE 
BRECKENRIDGE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES
On January 7, 2025, 
t h e  B r e c k e n r i d g e 
City Commission held 
a hearing pursuant to 
S e c t i o n  5 - 9  o f  t h e 
B r e c k e n r i d g e  C o d e 
o f  O r d i n a n c e s  a n d 
determined as follows:
The property described 
be low was found to 
contain a dangerous 
building and the Owner 
was ordered to demolish 
and remove the building 
within 30 days:
A d d r e s s :  1 4 0 9  E . 
Williams, Breckenridge, 
TX 76424
Legal Description: Walker 
Caldwell 11, Block 31, Lot 
8, Sec 11
A complete copy of the 
Order may be obtained 
at City Hall located at 
105 North Rose Ave., 
Breckenridge, Texas.
Jess ica  Sut te r ,  C i t y 
Secretary

NOTICE OF ORDER OF 
THE BRECKENRIDGE CITY 
COMMISSION
P U R S U A N T  T O 
SECTION 5-11 OF THE 
BRECKENRIDGE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES
On January 7, 2025, 
t h e  B r e c k e n r i d g e 
City Commission held 
a hearing pursuant to 
S e c t i o n  5 - 9  o f  t h e 
B r e c k e n r i d g e  C o d e 
o f  O r d i n a n c e s  a n d 
determined as follows:
The property described 
be low was found to 
contain a dangerous 
building and the Owner 
was ordered to demolish 
and remove the building 
within 60 days:
Address:  614 S.  O’ -
Conner, Breckenridge, TX 
76424
Legal Description: Hi 
Mount Addition, Block 
13, Lot 7
A complete copy of the 
Order may be obtained 
at City Hall located at 
105 North Rose Ave., 
Breckenridge, Texas.
Jess ica  Sut te r ,  C i t y 
Secretary

NOTICE OF ORDER OF 
THE BRECKENRIDGE CITY 
COMMISSION

P U R S U A N T  T O 
SECTION 5-11 OF THE 
BRECKENRIDGE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES
On January 7, 2025, 
t h e  B r e c k e n r i d g e 
City Commission held 
a hearing pursuant to 
S e c t i o n  5 - 9  o f  t h e 
B r e c k e n r i d g e  C o d e 
o f  O r d i n a n c e s  a n d 
determined as follows:
The property described 
be low was found to 
contain a dangerous 
building and the Owner 
was ordered to create 
a plan to address the 
property within 60 days:
Address: 1208 W. 3rd, 
Breckenridge, TX 76424
L e g a l  D e s c r i p t i o n : 
M o u n t a i n  H e i g h t s 
Addition, Block 6, Lot 4, 
5, 6, 7
A complete copy of the 
Order may be obtained 
at City Hall located at 
105 North Rose Ave., 
Breckenridge, Texas.
Jess ica  Sut te r ,  C i t y 
Secretary

NOT ICE  OF  PUBL IC 
HEARING
Pursuant to the Texas 
Open  Mee t i n gs  A c t 
(Texas Government Code 
Chapter 551), notice is 
hereby given that the 
Commissioners Court of 
Stephens County, Texas, 
will hold a Public Hearing 
at the following date, 
time, and location: 
Date: February 10, 2025 
Time: 9:00 AM
Locat ion:  200 West 
Walker Street, District 
Courtroom (2nd Floor), 
Breckenridge, TX 76424. 
The purpose of this Public 
Hearing is to receive public 
comment and consider 
the proposed modification 
o f  t he  e x i s t i ng  Tax 
Abatement Agreement 
b e t w e e n  S t e p h e n s 
County and NextEra. The 
Commissioners Court will 
consider and act upon the 
proposed amendments 
to the Tax Abatement 
Agreement in accordance 
wi th  app l icab le  law, 
including Texas Tax Code 
Chapte r  312,  wh ich 
governs property tax 
abatements.
All interested parties 
a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o 
attend and provide input 
regarding the proposed 
modi f icat ion.  I f  you 
are unable to attend 
bu t  w i sh  t o  subm i t 
comments, you may do 
so by mailing or delivering 
wri t ten comments to 
the Stephens County 
Judge’s Office at 200 
W. Walker St. Ste. 115, 
Breckenridge, TX 76424 
prior to the date of the 
hearing.
In accordance with the 
Texas Open Meetings 
Act, this notice is being 
posted on the official 
Stephens County website 
and at the Stephens 
County Courthouse in a 
manner and for a length 
of time required by law. 
The  Commiss ione rs 
Court reserves the right 
to convene in Executive 
Session on any i tem 
listed on this notice, as 
authorized by the Texas 
Government Code.
For more information, 
p l ease  con t a c t  t he 
Stephens County Judge’s 
Office at 254.559.2371.
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& Sell

Browse& Buy

To Place Your Ad:
254-559-5412

admgr@breckenridgeamerican.com
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Alex Kielar
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The Breckenridge 
Buckaroos fell to Peast-
er at home, 50-31 on Sat-
urday, January 11, after 
last week’s snow storm 
pushed the games 
back a day. The girls 
dropped their contest, 
33-28, before the boys 
lost, 50-31.

The Buckaroos found 
themselves behind the 
8-ball from the open-
ing tip of their game 
as they were unable to 
find the back of the net 
until three minutes into 
the action. Following 
a quarter of play, the 
Greyhounds were lead-
ing 14-6. 

Breckenridge strug-
gled to come down with 
defensive rebounds 
and allowed several 
second chance points. 
The Greyhounds ex-
panded their lead even 
further and were up by 
14 points, 29-15, going 
into the locker room. 
The Buckaroos had 
good looks at the bas-
ket, but couldn’t get 
many of their shots to 
fall. On the other hand, 
Peaster seemed to hit 
all of their open looks 
and were leading 40-20 
after three quarters. 

Even when it seemed 
that Breckenridge had 
something good go-
ing and were able to 
score more points in 
the fourth quarter (11) 

than they did in any 
quarter, it was too little 
too late. 

With the loss, the 
Buckaroos fell to 11-12 
overall and 3-2 in 3A Re-
gion 1 District 8. 

Leading the way in 
scoring for the home 
team was junior point 
guard Jaime Cruz with 

11 points, seven of 
which came in the sec-
ond half. Junior shoot-
ing guard Christian 
Flores was second in 
points for the Bucka-
roos with eight in the 
game, five in the second 
quarter and three in the 
fourth quarter. 

“Offense has been 
our problem all year 
and it showed up again 
today,” said Buckaroos 
head coach Brent Lu-
cas. “You shoot, you 
run sets and you just 
have to keep playing. 
We’re in a fourteen 
round fight, we’re three 
up, two down. We’re 
in the third spot right 
now [in the district] but 
we’ve got a long way to 
go, a lot of games left.”

After hosting Coman-
che on Tuesday night, 
the Buckaroos next 
game will be at Tolar 
on Friday.

“We’re all right,” Lu-
cas said. “As long as 
we’re learning. We lost 
a lot of our seniors and 
all of our guys that used 
to come off the bench 
are now having to be 
the guys, and they’ve 
never been the guys. 
They’re learning and 
we’ve got a couple of 
injuries; hopefully they 
will get back pretty 
quick and give us a lit-
tle more depth.” 

Alex Kielar

news@breckenridgeamerican.com

The Breckenridge 
Lady Bucks dropped 
a back-and-forth con-
test to the Peaster 
Lady Hounds at home, 
33-28 Saturday, Janu-
ary 11, after last week’s 
snow storm pushed 
the game back a day. 

The Lady Bucks 
started off strong as 
they got off to an early 
lead, 8-4 after a quar-
ter of play and 16-10 
at halftime. But then 
the Lady Hounds came 
alive in the second 
half, clawing their way 
back into the game and 
tying it up at 18 over 
three minutes into the 
third quarter. Peaster 
would then take the 
lead with under four 
minutes to go in the 
quarter and the teams 
would trade leads for 
the next few minutes. 

F re s h m a n  K a m -
den Tidwell hit a 
three-pointer to take 
the lead right back 
for the Lady Bucks, 
but the Lady Hounds 
answered back with 
a three of their own. 
With a blocked at-
tempted Breck shot 
at the buzzer, Peaster 
led 26-23 after three 
quarters. 

The Lady Bucks tied 
it back up at 28 all 
with a layup with 1:16 
to play in the game, 
but the Lady Hounds 
would hit clutch free 
throws to take the lead 
back. The Lady Bucks 
struggled to get their 
shots to fall and had 
to foul with time wind-
ing down. 

Leading the Lady 
Bucks in scoring was 
senior Karsyn Smalley 
with eight points, who 
also came down with 
a team-leading six re-
bounds. Following 
Smalley in scoring was 
Preslie Malcuit with 
six points, Analia Pala-
cios and Allie Valdez 
with four points each 
and Ruthie Valdez and 
Kamden Tidwell with 

three points each. 
Malcuit was injured 

in the third quarter, 
after which Allie Val-
dez came off the bench 
and added a rebound 
and two steals to go 
along with her four 
points. 

The Lady Bucks fell 
to 2-22 overall on the 
season and 1-6 in 3A 
Region 1 District 8. 

After hosting Co-
manche on Tuesday 
night, the Lady Bucks 
will travel to face To-
lar Friday. 

Buckaroos fight, 
fall to Greyhounds

Lady Bucks drop 
close game to PeasterJunior point guard Jaime Cruz, the Buckaroos lead-

ing scorer with 11 points, works against Peaster’s 
Rhett Kelley. 
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Junior shooting guard Christian Flores puts up a shot 
attempt in the loss in which he scored 8 points. 

Photo/Alex Kielar

Lady Bucks senior Ruthie Valdez, who recorded three points and three re-
bounds, works in the corner against Peaster’s Londyn Wakeman. 
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Lady Bucks junior Preslie Malcuit drives to the 
hoop between two Peaster defenders. 
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Senior center Hunter Clayton attempts to drive past Peaster’s Carter Fidler in the 
home loss to the team Saturday, Jan. 11.
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Senior Karysn Smalley shoots in the first half of 
the loss against the Lady Hounds. Smalley was the 
leading scorer for the Lady Bucks with eight points. 

Photo/Alex Kielar


