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Stephens Memorial Hos-
pital is closer to having a 
new CEO after a few months 
of Mike Easley serving in 
the interim since last Dec. 5.

The hospital board has 
narrowed its candidate list 
down to four qualifi ed appli-
cants and will be conduct-
ing screening interviews 
this week.

These interviews will 
take place at noon Thurs-
day, March 6 and Friday, 
March 7, with the board in-
viting the candidates on site 
for the selection of the CEO.

While a specifi c timeline 
is not yet set for when the 
hospital board will name its 
fi nalist for the position, of-
fi cial interviews will likely 

be conducted shortly after 
screening.

Easley told the Amer-
ican that they will keep 
the names of the top can-
didates private until an-
nouncing the name of the 
fi nalist once a decision has 
been made.

At their latest meeting 
Thursday, Feb. 27, Easley 
also updated the board on 
the hospital’s progress in 
getting designated as a crit-
ical access hospital (CAH). 

The interim CEO said that 
the fourth survey will be 
conducted with the state 
architect during the week of 
Sunday, March 16, after the 
fi rst three surveys yielded 
bad results.

After the survey in Oc-
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At their latest meeting 
Monday, Feb. 24, Stephens 
County Commissioners dis-
cussed a resolution regard-
ing the implementation of 
a historical piece into the 
county.

They heard from Kenneth 
Raney on behalf of the Ala-
mo Society who presented 
the desire to place a copy 
of the historical William B. 
Travis letter at the Stephens 
County Courthouse. 

After hearing from Raney, 
commissioners approved 
the placement of the three-
foot, 204-pound bronze 
copy of the letter.

The Travis letter was an 
open letter, written Feb. 24, 
1836, to the “People of Tex-
as and All Americans in the 
World.” 

Travis, the commander 
of the Texian forces at the 
Battle of the Alamo, called 
for reinforcements with the 
message: “I shall never sur-
render or retreat. Then, I call 
on you in the name of Liber-
ty, of patriotism, and every-
thing dear to the American 
character, to come to our 
aid with all dispatch.”

He then ended the letter 
with “Victory or Death” as a 
fi nal cry and it is also com-
monly referred to as the 
“Victory or Death letter.”

Raney stated that he has 
been asked to serve as the 
Stephens County chair of 
the Alamo Letter Society, 
which is a non-profi t organi-
zation whose goal is to place 
the letter in all 254 court-
houses in Texas.

“There are 15 or 16 of 

Alex Kielar

news@breckenridgeamerican.com

Preserving history in 
Stephens County and Tex-
as as a whole consistently 
tops the minds of import-
ant fi gures in the county, 
as well as its community 
members and historical 
authorities. Many coun-
ty residents are adamant 
about preserving the vast 
history of a once-thriv-
ing boomtown and vital 
oil-producing region.

Stephens County com-
missioners took another 
step in preserving that his-
tory last Monday, Feb. 24, 
supporting and approving 
the formal pursuit of offi -
cial historical recognition 
for the Booker T. Washing-
ton School site in Breck-
enridge.

J.D. Wilson was a stu-
dent at Booker T. Wash-
ington School for six years 
before BISD was fully inte-
grated beginning in 1966. 
The BISD school board 
voted in favor of integra-
tion to begin for grades 
seven through 12 for the 
1964-65 school year.

Wilson, one of the fi rst 
four Black student-ath-
letes to play for the Bucka-
roos at Breckenridge High 
School, presented to the 
commissioners court on 
the Booker T. Washington 
School site about getting 
the extra push needed to 
get the process through.

Wilson is on a commit-
tee that is working to main-
tain the history of Booker 
T. Washington School lo-
cally and working to get a 
historical marker pushed 

through.
He added that they have 

the funds required for the 
marker.

“We still have one living 
teacher, Mattie Marie Or-
man, she’s like 86 years old 
and she’s in California,” 
Wilson said. “We’d love 
to get this through before 
anything happens to her.”

Wilson went over a brief 
history of the school, 
which is the narrative the 
committee has added to 
an application for the his-
torical marker to send to 
Austin.

The early history began 

with Black families being 
drawn to Breckenridge 
during the oil boom era, 
between 1921 and 1927. 

Two African American 
churches were originally 
where Black children at-
tended school during that 
time - Mount Olive Baptist 
Church and Bethel Baptist 
Church, both of which are 
still around.

Wilson said that the two 
churches were relocated 
to higher ground following 
a fl ood in 1926 in which a 
lot of the fl ats in the south-

J.D. Wilson, right, stands with Stephens County Judge Mi-
chael Roach after commissioners voted their support and 
endorsement of the former Booker T. Washington School 
student’s desire to get historical recognition for the once-Af-
rican American school, along the lines of erecting a historical 
marker at the site of the school.

Photo/Alex Kielar

Kenneth Raney of the Alamo Letter Society described the desire 
to place a bronze copy of the historical William B. Travis letter 
at every courthouse in Texas and asked for permission to place 
one at the Stephens County Courthouse.

Photo/Alex Kielar

SMH to conduct CEO 
interviews this week

See SMH, Page 3

Competing in the UIL area concert and 
sight reading competitions Wednesday, 
Feb. 26, the Pride of Breckenridge Buck-
aroo Band scored division 1 ratings in 
both categories. Pairing those scores with 
the division 1 ratings they received in the 
marching contest in October, the Breck-
enridge band earns a “sweepstakes” honor.

Contributed photos

BHS Band
wins sweepstakes

County supports formal pursuit of 
historical recognition for school site

Commissioners approve 
placement of historical 

Travis letter at courthouse

See School, Page 3 See Letter, Page 2
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Obituaries

Drucella Ann (Beasley) Thompson
November 25, 1932 – February 7, 2025

Drucella Ann Beasley Thompson was surrounded by family as she went home peacefully to her Lord and Savior on Friday, Feb. 7, 2025 at 
the age of 92. She was a loving wife, mother, grandmother and great-grandmother.

Dru was born in West Somerset, Kentucky on Nov. 25, 1932 to Fannie Dureen Dodson and Virgil Elza Beasley. At the age of 12, her par-
ents divorced and she moved with her mother and her sister to Birmingham, Alabama. Shortly thereafter, her mother met and married 
Bob Sears, who was a loving and positive father figure in Dru’s life. During her high school years, Dru worked at Pizitz department store in 
downtown Birmingham, where she earned the money to buy her own clothes. She graduated from Ensley High School in 1950, and during 
her senior year, won second place in Foods at the Fair and was voted “Ideal Eyes” by her classmates. Dru always wanted to be a stewardess, 
and after her high school graduation and a short period of time working for Birmingham Fire Insurance Company, she moved to Memphis, 
Tennessee and became a stewardess for Southern Airways. She later moved to Nashville and was working as a stewardess for American Air-

lines when she met the love of her life, Patrick Whitacre Thompson, on a Valentine’s Day blind date. At the time, Pat was in the Air Force and stationed at Pope Air Force 
Base in North Carolina but happened to be in Nashville for a week of training. It did not take long for Dru to know that this tall, handsome Texan was the one for her, 
and they married just three months later on May 5, 1956 in Birmingham. Dru and Pat soon moved to Austin, where Pat attended and graduated from law school at the 
University of Texas and where their first two children were born, Teresa Ann Thompson and Dru Ellen Thompson. Dru always desired to pursue a college education for 
herself, and during their time in Austin, she attended night classes at the University of Texas. The couple moved to Pat’s hometown of Breckenridge in the Fall of 1963, 
and Dru continued her education by commuting to nearby Cisco and Abilene for college courses. The family began attending First Christian Church in Breckenridge, 
where Dru loved volunteering at the annual Chili Walk-In and where the family continued to attend church for decades. In the summer of 1967, Dru and Pat welcomed 
their son, John Patrick Thompson, and one year later, the family built and moved into the home where Dru would spend the rest of her life loving and caring for Pat and 
their children and making countless wonderful memories with generations of her family.

Dru was a woman of many talents and interests. She was an incredible seamstress and loved sewing and smocking children’s clothes for her children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. She sewed, altered and hemmed countless prom dresses and party gowns for her daughters and granddaughters and also made several cor-
onation gowns and trainbearer dresses for the Breckenridge Coronation. She enjoyed quilting as well, and in her later years, crocheting became the hobby she enjoyed 
most. She crocheted baby blankets and clothing, and in 2022, she donated over 600 of her crocheted children’s toboggan hats to the local elementary schools. Through 
the years, her grandchildren learned that if anyone could mend something, whether it was a favorite shirt, dress or stuffed animal, it was her. And she loved doing it. 
Dru also loved to fish. She never missed a chance to drop a line in the water, and she always cleaned and cooked whatever she caught! She spent many a day fishing on 
Hubbard Lake, Mr. Ratliffe’s boathouse, and on many other tanks and ponds around Breckenridge. Dru loved being outdoors and had a real gift for gardening and yard 
work. She was always growing vegetables and beautiful flowers in her yard and learned to tend a garden at a young age. One of her favorite roles was serving as the 
Grounds Chairman at First Christian Church, where she tirelessly groomed and planted the church flower beds year-round. In 1986, Pat and Dru bought a vacation home 
in Alto, New Mexico that became their home away from home for the next 30 years. They would travel there several times a year, enjoying the snow in the winter and 
an escape from the Texas heat in the summer. They loved taking day trips all over New Mexico and collecting Native American artwork, pottery and jewelry. But their 
favorite memories from Alto are being there with their children and grandchildren for annual golf tournaments, fun New Year’s parties, Valentine’s toasts on the back 
deck, picnics on the mountain, and dinners at the Club. Dru’s greatest joy in life was always her family. There was nothing she loved more than planning and preparing a 

holiday meal or hosting a backyard cookout for her family. Every gathering was filled with her fun-loving spirit 
and the love and energy she poured into her family. What a full life she lived and what a beautiful legacy of love 
she leaves. Most importantly of all, Dru loved the Lord and was a follower of Jesus Christ. For this reason, her 
family finds comfort and rest in the knowledge that she is made perfect by her Savior and rejoices in the firm 
assurance that they will be with Dru again one glorious day.

Dru is preceded in death by her grandson, James Sloan Everett, Jr.; her mother and stepfather, Fannie Dod-
son Sears and Bob Sears; her father, Virgil Elza Beasley; 
and her sister, Frances Beasley Ammons.

Dru is survived by her husband of 68 years, Patrick 
W. Thompson; daughter, Teresa Thompson Everett, 
and husband, Jim, of Breckenridge; daughter, Dru El-
len Fambro, of Breckenridge; son, John Patrick Thomp-
son, and wife, Margaret, of Dallas; her grandchildren, 
Sarah Everett Fowler and husband, Jason; Katharine 
Everett Meuli and husband, Toby; Caroline Everett Jur-
gensen and husband, Luke; Elizabeth Ann Everett; Re-
becca Lafon Everett; Matthew Whitacre Fambro; Travis 
Conner Fambro; Kate Thompson Newell and hus-
band, Paul; Maggie Anne Thompson; Patrick Whitacre 
Thompson, II; and Liesl Everett LaMar and husband, 
Luke; her great-grandchildren, Hubbard, Esther, Silas, 
Josiah and Iris Fowler; Scarlett, Samuel and Cody Ever-
ett; Heidi, Dru and Sloan Jurgensen; and Oliver Meuli; 
her sister-in-law, Jean Ann Titus; her half-brother, Todd 
Beasley; and numerous nieces, nephews and cousins.

The family would also like to recognize and extend 
their deepest appreciation and gratitude for the won-
derful, God-sent doctors, nurses and caregivers who 
loved and cared for Dru over the past several years of 
her life. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts to 
Dr. Kelli Windsor, Stephens Memorial Hospital, San-
dra, Carissa, Bonnie, Toni, Patsy, Josephine, Suzanna, 
Joyce, Debbie and Solaris Hospice.

A memorial service was held at 11 a.m. Friday, Feb. 
14 at First Christian Church in Breckenridge, with Rev. 
Sonny McCauley and Rev. Andrew Channer officiating. 
A family-only burial preceded the service at Brecken-
ridge Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, donations may be 
made to First Christian Church of Breckenridge.

these that have al-
ready been done,” 
Raney said.

He added that the 
original bronze let-
ter is in the grass in 
front of the Alamo 
church building.

“Bi l l  McNutt ’s 
daughter, who was 
doing her seventh 
grade history work, 
saw the letter on 
the lawn and said, 
‘Dad, why don’t we 
put one of these on 
all of the courthous-
es in Texas?’ So this 
bright little girl is ba-
sically the genesis of 
the idea to do this.”

Raney said that 
the Alamo Letter 
Society is in the pro-
cess of getting coun-
ty chairs together 

for the project.
He said that he has 

raised the $4,500 it 
would cost to pur-
chase the bronze 
and that the next 
step is for the court 
to decide how and 
where they want to 
display it.

He gave commis-
sioners a packet 
with examples of 
how other counties 
have handled it.

Raney also added 
that they will hold 
an unveiling cere-
mony once the letter 
is installed.

Judge Michael 
Roach said that 
they will continue 
to have discussions 
on where exactly 
they want to install 
the letter. 

Letter

Continued from Page 1
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Obituaries

Joyce Bernice 
(Sullivan) Barrett
Sept. 26, 1943 – Feb. 24, 2025

Funeral services for Mrs. Joyce Barrett, 81, of Car-
thage were held 2 p.m. Saturday, March 1, 2025 at the 
Hawthorn Funeral Home Chapel with Dr. Kirby Hill of-
ficiating. Her ashes will be interred in the Odd Fellows 
Cemetery. Visitation was held from 6 to 8 p.m. Friday, 
Feb. 28 at Hawthorn Funeral Home.

Mrs. Joyce Bernice Sullivan Barrett was born Sept. 
26, 1943, in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. She passed this life peacefully Monday, 
Feb. 24, 2025 in Tyler. Joyce was one of seven children born to the marriage of 
Inis Bernice Williams and Frank Jefferson Sullivan. She was raised and schooled 
in Odessa and Kermit, graduating from Kermit High School. She was a graduate 
of Panola College and obtained her Bachelors of Education through Stephen F. 
Austin State University.

Joyce married her love Charles Wayne Barrett on June 11, 1961 and together 
they celebrated 58 years of marriage and raised two children before he preceded 
her in death in 2019. Mrs. Barrett worked as a bookkeeper for C.R. Anthony, a rural 
mail carrier for the U.S. Post Office in Carthage. She spent many years as a real 
estate broker before pursuing her dream of becoming a teacher. She served as a 
reading resource teacher and reading specialist at Center Junior for two years and 
then for Jefferson Junior High until her retirement.

Joyce and Charles were both longtime members of Southside Baptist Church. 
She was active in her Xi Chi Lambda sorority, serving as president in 1987-1988. 
Most of all, she loved her family and her pet dog Boomer. Her life revolved around 
her husband Charles, children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren. She is also 
preceded in death by her parents; brothers, Johnny and Aubrey Dale Sullivan; sis-
ters, Carolyn Harrison and Barbara Cargal.

Mrs. Barrett is survived by her devoted children, including daughter, Laura Bar-
rett of Carthage; son, David Barrett of Holly Lake Ranch; sisters, Frankie Davis of 
Somerville, Norma Davis and husband Norman of Odessa; sister-in-law, Teresa 
Sullivan of Carrollton; grandchildren, Seth Barrett and wife Jessica of Holly Lake 
Ranch, and Dana Rodriguez and husband David of Tyler, Shelby Freeland and hus-
band Jackson of Tyler; four great-grandchildren and two on the way; numerous 
nieces, nephews; and a host of friends.

An online guestbook may be signed at www.hawthornfuneralhome.com.

SMH
Continued from Page 1

School
Continued from Page 1

tober, when they re-
alized the hospital 
did not have 40 beds 
which they had origi-
nally thought, Easley 
said that he had sent 
in a corrective action 
plan, which he thought 
would be more clear.

“We walked the hos-
pital  one hundred 
times, trying to figure 
out where beds should 
be, what makes sense 
and what’s the right 
number of beds. In-
stead of just one [num-
ber] for the maximum, 
get the right number so 
that you can staff and 
it makes sense,” Easley 
said. “We felt 20 [beds] 
was a better number. 
We wrote a corrective 
action plan and asked 
to reduce to 20, but it 
didn’t get over the right 
form.”

Easley continued by 
saying that when the 
architect came in Janu-
ary, the hospital imme-
diately failed the new 
survey after the archi-
tect said they were 
there to survey from 
40 to 25 beds. But then, 
the state architect got 
involved, who walked 
them through every 
room that needs to be 
changed or needs to 
be taken off and exactly 

what needs to be done.
“At one point, early 

on, they said that we 
can take those units 
and just hang a picture 
over them and just cov-
er them up,” he said. 
“But as we progressed 
through it, they said 
they have got to come 
completely out. The 
call systems have to 
come completely out.”

Easley said that they 
are in constant contact 
with the head of the 
state architecture di-
vision and he doesn’t 
imagine them not pass-
ing this time as they 
were walked through 
the precise steps. He 
said they will ask for the 
designation to be effec-
tive April 1 and are ad-
amant about not having 
it pushed any further.

Once the survey is 
completed and passed, 
the state will send its 

approval to the region-
al Medicare office. If and 
when the hospital ends 
up being approved for 
CAH designation, Eas-
ley noted that they will 
have to start over with 
a new billing number 
and new codes, as criti-
cal access hospitals are 
not billed the same as a 
prospective pay.

He also said that they 
will have to get a new 
Medicaid number from 
the state TMHP and ne-
gotiate with each indi-
vidual Medicare-man-
aged care organization.

“We don’t have a lot 
of Medicaid, but Blue 
Cross insurance, all 
of them are going to 
be renegotiated, be-
cause you have a new 
Medicare number,” Ea-
sley said. “Medicare is 
the entry of a hospital 
into the world of insur-
ance.”

Stephens Memorial Hospital Board President Tom 
Echols, left, and interim CEO Mike Easley at the 
board’s Thursday, Jan. 30 meeting.

Archive photo

east port section of the 
city flooded.

“In the summer 
of 1927, the Breck-
enridge Independent 
School District moved 
the frame building 
from the old school 
campus on the hill to 
the corner of Robert-
son Powell Street, and 
that’s where the cam-
pus sits now,” Wilson 
said. “This became the 
location of the Booker 
T. Washington School, 
and for all the African 
American students 
in Breckenridge until 
1964. The nearby com-
munities enclosed the 
building with center 
blocks to make it more 
secure.”

After full integration 
into BISD, the Booker 
T. Washington build-
ing was taken over in 
1967 as a community 
and health center and 
used by the commu-
nity action program 
until 1976 when it was 
then left vacated.

A fire gutted the inte-
rior of the building in 
2004, leaving only the 
cinder blocks.

“We’ve got all this 
information, but we 
just need a little push 
to get this thing done 
and get it over the hill. 
And we’re at the stage 
of sending them the 
application because 
the application did 
the same thing. 
We’ve got this nar-
rative on file in Aus-
tin, and they said we 
didn’t have to redo 
the narrative, but we 
just read it now for 
the application with 
something from this 
court, to get the ap-

plication down there. 
The deadline is Sep-
tember, but people 
I work with said it is 
best to get this in ear-
ly and if we can get ap-
proved this year, may-
be we set them up for 
next year.”

County Judge Mi-
chael Roach present-
ed Wilson with a brick 
that he took from the 
building when it was 
torn down.

“I thought, you know 
what somebody may 
want a piece of this. 
And then I was told I 
may have been steal-
ing,” Roach joked. “So 
I had this in my of-
fice and I was going to 
create a shadow box 
about the history of 
Booker T. Washington. 
So I’ll just give you 
a piece of it, so now 
I’m not in trouble any-
more.”

The full narrative of 
the resolution read by 
Roach is as follows:

“ T h e  S t e p h e n s 
County Commission-
ers Court hereby sup-
ports and endorses 
the formal pursuit of 
the historical recog-
nition of the Booker 
T. Washington site, 
including but not lim-
ited to, applying for 
state historical mark-
er, inclusion or oth-

er relevant historical 
registers. Stephens 
County Commission-
ers Court encourag-
es local government 
agencies, communi-
ty organizations, his-
torians and citizens 
to collaborate in pre-
serving the memory 
and physical remains 
of the Booker T. Wash-
ington school, thereby 
ensuring that this vi-
tal piece of our shared 
heritage is honored. 
The Stephens County 
Commissioners Court 
acknowledges the im-
portance and recog-
nizes the celebration 
of the diverse culture 
and educational his-
tory within Stephens 
County and commits 
to supporting efforts 
that highlight such 
contributions. Finally, 
a copy of this resolu-
tion shall be forward-
ed to any appropriate 
historical or preser-
vation authorities to 
demonstrate Stephens 
County’s commitment 
to memorializing and 
protecting this histor-
ically significant site.”

The entire commis-
sion was in favor of 
the resolution as stat-
ed and moved to have 
the process pushed 
forward.
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Uncle Mort doesn’t 
own a smartphone, and 
only recently found a 
well-worn flip phone 
for $10 on eBay. Nei-
ther does my ancient 
uncle own a computer, 
claiming he’d never re-
member where the off/
on switch is, or how to 
use it should the screen 
magically light.

Still, he claims to be 
a “follower of social me-
dia,” but his sources are 
second-hand at best, 
and often third, fourth 
and fi fth, be they fact, 
fi ction or fantasy. One 
of his “sources” is the 
guy who delivers bread 
to the general store a 
few miles up the lane 
from his spread in the 
thicket. The man usual-

ly drops off more than 
bread.

He is full of rumors, 
jokes and stories, leav-
ing smiles--and some-
times thigh-slapping 
laughter--in his wake. 
The other day, he asked, 
“Do you know what 
I ‘herd’?” … “A small 
HERD of cattle and a few 
goats and sheep.”…

•••
Recently, Mort and 

his buddies jumped 
to attention when the 
breadman mentioned 
that a friend of his 
second cousin (on his 
dad’s side) lives in New 
York City, where his 
wife works daily in Man-
hattan. (Mort always 
clarifies with “where 
them tallest buildings 

are.”)
She  swears  she 

saw President Donald 
Trump and his sidekick 
(“almost-equal-kick?”) 
entering the CBS Pres-
ident’s offi ce. (She ad-
mits that the pair may 
have been AI versions 
of the President and 
of Elon Musk.) Any-
ways, she thinks she 
heard President Trump 
campaigning to get the 
name of a popular week-
ly TV program changed 
from Face the Nation to 
The Nation Faces Me. 
And Musk was promot-
ing the Big Dipper and 
the Little Dipper to be-
come our 52nd and 53rd 
states, assuming that 
Canada will become 
#51.”

That sounded “about 
right”  To Mort, who 
spent the rest of the 
day informing others of 
the Trump-Musk sight-
ings….

•••
All the agency shake-

ups in DeeCee remind 
a longtime friend, John 
Nickols, of his brief 
tenure almost 50 years 
ago when he and an-
other Quantico-trained 
FBI rookie were agents 
in the Albuquerque, 
NM, fi eld offi ce. Well-
armed and well-trained, 
the pair received word 
about a federal fugitive 
believed to be holed up 
in Ruidoso, NM, where 
he had formerly lived 
and his family still re-
sided. So, they headed 
for Ruidoso in hot pur-
suit, fi nding nary a fu-

As Texas leaders nav-
igate a state budget 
stretched by growing 
demands for educa-
tion, water, energy and 
property tax relief, one 
of the largest and fast-
est-growing cost driv-
ers is health care for 
teachers and state em-
ployees.

During this budget cy-
cle, the Teacher Retire-
ment System of Texas 
(TRS) and the Employ-
ees Retirement System 
of Texas (ERS) have 
requested nearly $1 
billion above baseline 
spending just to keep up 
with rising health care 
costs. Without addition-
al funding, TRS-Active-
Care average member 
premiums could rise by 
nearly $2,200 per year 
by 2027, and ERS re-
serves may be fully de-
pleted by 2029 — jeop-
ardizing benefi ts for the 
roughly one million Tex-
ans whose health care is 
administered by these 

retirement systems.
One powerful tool 

that could help policy-
makers and budget writ-
ers assess cost trends 
and explore potential 
savings is the Texas 
All-Payor Claims Data-
base (APCD), housed at 
the University of Texas 
Health Science Center 
at Houston.

Fully funding the 
APCD would cost just 
$4.5 million per year, a 
fraction of the addition-
al funding requested for 
ERS and TRS, yet it could 
provide the transparen-
cy and data needed to 
evaluate cost-saving re-
forms.

“With health care 
costs rising rapidly, the 

state needs better data 
to make informed deci-
sions,” said Charles Mill-
er, Director of Health 
& Economic Mobility 
at Texas 2036. “The 
All-Payor Claims Data-
base offers a fact-based 
approach to under-
standing cost drivers 
and identifying oppor-
tunities to strengthen 
the system for both tax-
payers and public ser-
vants.”

A national challenge, a 
Texas opportunity

Rising health care 
costs are not unique to 
Texas. States across the 
country are grappling 
with increasing expendi-
tures for public employ-

ee health plans and pri-
vate sector insurance. 
More than 20 states 
have established their 
own All-Payor Claims 
Databases, recognizing 
the power of data to 
help control costs, im-
prove transparency and 
strengthen competition 
in health care markets.

Texas, with its rapid-
ly growing population 
and one of the largest 
economies in the world, 
has the opportunity to 
be a leader in using da-
ta-driven solutions to 
address these challeng-
es. Investing in the Tex-
as APCD now would put 
Texas at the forefront 
of innovation in health 
care policy, providing a 
model for other states 
looking to rein in expen-
ditures while ensuring 
access to quality care.

Established by House 
Bill 2090 in the 2021 
legislative session, the 

See Data, Page 5

Mort and the rumor mill...

How data can help rein in health care costs
All-Payor Claims Database would help state budget

writers control future expenses

Don Newbury

� e Idle American

Dear Rusty: I am 
a married woman, 
at my full retirement 
age, and the prima-
ry earner in my mar-
riage. How do I know 
if I should take my 
Social Security now 
or wait till 70? I will 
lose quite a bit if I 
take it now. How will 
it affect my taxes if 
I take it now while 
still working a full-
time job? Signed: 
Undecided

Dear Undecided:
As you apparently 
already know, wait-
ing until you are 70 
to claim Social Se-
curity will result in 
you getting your 
maximum possible 
monthly SS retire-
ment benefi t. After 
your full retirement 
age, you get about 
8% more each year 
you delay claiming 
up to age 70. But de-
ciding exactly when 
to claim should con-
sider both your fi -
nancial needs and, 
importantly, your 
life expectancy. If 
you don’t urgently 
need the money now 
and your life expec-
tancy is at least “av-
erage,” then waiting 
until age 70 to claim 
is usually the right 
choice. But if you 
urgently need the 
money, or your life 
expectancy is less 
than average (mid-
80s for a woman 
your current age), 
then claiming be-
fore age 70 is usually 
prudent.

Regarding taxa-
tion, Social Securi-
ty benefi ts may be 
taxable if your com-
bined income from 
all sources exceeds 
the threshold for 
your IRS fi ling sta-
tus. If you fi le taxes 
as “married/joint-
ly” and your com-
bined income (in-
cluding your work 
income) exceeds 
$32,000, then half of 
the SS benefi ts you 
received during the 
tax year becomes 
part of your taxable 
income. But if your 
combined income 
is over $44,000, then 
up to 85% of your SS 
benefits becomes 
taxable income (the 
thresholds are low-

er for those who 
fi le as a single). So, 
your full-time work 
income will likely 
affect how much of 
your Social Securi-
ty benefi ts are sub-
ject to income tax by 
the IRS.

In the end, only 
you can decide 
when you should 
claim Social Securi-
ty. Taxation of bene-
fi ts may be a factor 
to consider since 
you are still work-
ing full time (thus 
more of your SS ben-
efi ts will be taxable). 
But waiting longer 
to claim results in 
a higher benefit 
for the rest of your 
life (your SS retire-
ment benefi t will be 
.667% more for each 
month you delay, 
up to age 70). If the 
“rest of your life” is 
a long time and you 
don’t urgently need 
the money, waiting 
is often the right 
choice. If not, claim-
ing earlier may be 
wiser.

If you want to get 
a more personalized 
estimate of your life 
expectancy, I sug-
gest you use the tool 
we use here at the 
AMAC Foundation: 
www.socialsecuri-
tyreport.org/tools/
life-expectancy-cal-
culator/.

This article is in-
tended for informa-
tion purposes only 
and does not repre-
sent legal or fi nan-
cial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and 
interpretations of the 
AMAC Foundation’s 
staff, trained and ac-
credited by the Na-
tional Social Security 
Association (NSSA). 
NSSA and the AMAC 
Foundation and its 
staff are not affi liat-
ed with or endorsed 
by the Social Secu-

Russell Gloor

Social Security Matters

Ask Rusty:
Should I wait until age 70 

to claim Social Security?

See Matters, Page 5

The Breckenridge American offers local readers an opportunity to share their opin-

ions on community topics and issues of public importance. Mail or deliver letters 

to the offi ce at 114 E. Elm Street in Breckenridge, or e-mail letters to editor@breck-

enridgeamerican.com. The deadline is 5 p.m. Friday for the midweek edition. Let-

ters that do not meet the deadline will not be printed in the paper. Letters must be 

submitted by the author/signee, and not by a third-party on behalf of the author/

signee. Letters must contain the author’s fi rst name, last name, complete address, 

and telephone number. Only the writer’s name and title of the letter, as appropriate, 

will be published with the letter. Names cannot be withheld. Letters from any can-

didate who is actively running for any political offi ce will not be published. Writers 

may submit letters of up to 500 words. Letters are not guaranteed to be published 

in the next edition, but every effort to do so will be made. Unverifi ed letters and let-

ters containing personal attacks the newspaper deems to be of a libelous nature 

will not be published. In any event, the newspaper reserves the sole discretion to 

decide whether or not a reader submission will be published. All letters and columns 

featured on the Opinion Page are the views of the authors and do not necessarily 

refl ect the views of the Breckenridge American.



 

Breckenridge Devotional Page
ANGLICAN

St. Andrews Anglican Church

200 North Easton, 254-559-3172

Donald Sackett, Priest

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Christian Fellowship Church

810 E. Elm, 254-559-8436

Tom Moore, Min.

La Hermosa Assembly of God

909 Jeanette St., 254-559-7329

Raul Duran, Min.

BAPTIST

Bethany Baptist

1911 W. Walker, 254-559-5083

Don Bearden, Min.

Bethel Baptist

804 S. James, 254-559-2072

Clarence Holliman, Min.

Calvary Baptist

401 S. Camden, 254-559-7364

Dan Nelson, Min.

Crystal Falls Baptist

FM 578, Crystal Falls

Danny Lee, Min.

Eliasville Baptist

Eliasville

Wayne Peters, Min.

First Baptist Church

301 S. Rose, 254-559-2295

Andy Rodgers, Min.

First Baptist Church of Woodson

Woodson, Jeremy Smith, Min.

Gunsight Baptist

Hwy. 183 S., 254-559-1620

Rex Boggs, Min.

Mount Olive Baptist

518 S. Dunnigan, 254-559-2500

Gregory Morris, Sr., Min.

Necessity Baptist

7150 C.R. 144, Caddo, 254-559-6775,

John Kinman, Pastor

New Hope Baptist #3

FM 717, Ranger, 254-647-1515

Ronny Guess, Min.

Rose Avenue Baptist

702 N. Rose Ave., 817-724-4047

Russell Brock, Pastor

Trinity Baptist

36 CR 327, 254-559-7405

Pastor Herman (Butch) Hinkle, Jr.

BIBLE

Lord’s Old-Time Gospel

West Elliott, 254-559-8051

The Church of Breckenridge

405 Sunset, 254-559-9790

CATHOLIC

Sacred Heart Catholic

208 S. Miller, 254-559-2860

CHRISTIAN CHURCH

First Christian

101 E. Williams, 254-559-2744

First Christian of Woodson

Michael Patrick, Min.

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints

530 CR 179, Eastland, 435-640-6103

Doug Smith, Branch President

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

Christian Science

401 S. McAmis

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Central Church of Christ

Woodson

Royce Priddy, Min.

Church of Christ

1701 W. Elliott, 254-559-2558

Don Nelson, Min.

Church of Christ

1314 W. Jeanette, 254-559-5001

Albany Church of Christ

417 N. Main Street, 325-762-2078

Russell Scott, Minister

Eliasville Church of Christ

Eliasville – Norman Carpenter, Min.

CONTEMPORARY

Real Church

515 N. Graham Ave.; W.S. 10:30 a.m.

INTERDENOMINATIONAL

Victory Life Church

1612 Hwy. 180 E, 254-559-3600

Dr. Craig Smee, Lead Pastor

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS

Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses

202 FM 3099, 254-559-6830

LUTHERAN

Trinity Lutheran Church

Hwy. 180, Albany, 915-762-3227

Thomas Chandler, Min.

METHODIST

First Methodist Church

419 W. Walker, 254-559-8208

Samantha Chambers, Pastor

St. Paul United Methodist

1504 E. Elm, 254-559-3685

Samantha Chambers, Pastor

NONDENOMINATIONAL

Eolian Community Church

7162 CR 292, 254-559-3829

Genoa Goad, Min.

River of Life Fellowship

122 E. Lindsey, 254-522-8981

James Stewart, Min.

The Light of the World

600 N. Breckenridge Ave.

Inocencio Briones, Min.

The Ridge Cowboy Church @ Lakeside

108 CR 221, 325-370-7673

PENTECOSTAL

The Lighthouse

1509 E. Walker, 254-559-6077

Rev. Will Anderson

PRESBYTERIAN

First Presbyterian Church

1601 W. Elliott, 254-559-2484

Pastor Linda Buchanan Leveridge

This Devotional & Directory 

is made possible by these 

businesses who encourage all of 

us to attend worship services.

Want to support the 
church directory?

Call Krystin at 254-559-5412 

or email 

admgr@breckenridgeamerican.com

Breckenridge 

Auto Parts
“Complete line of auto & engine supplies”

1811 W. Walker • Breckenridge, TX 76424

254-559-8241 4437

Traditional Funerals, Cremations, Monuments, Pre-Planning

1.800.372.5421 � Obit Line: 254.559.OBIT
www.morehartmortuary.net

4457

Morehart Mortuary
of Breckenridge & Albany

4
4
6
0

211 CR151 • Breckenridge, TX 76424 • 1-800-722-8616

www.turnerseed.com

All Kinds of Native 

Grass Seed, Field Seed, 

Wildlife Seed, and 

Wildfl ower Seed

19926

PROUDLY SERVING BRECKENRIDGE SINCE 1965

254-559-3311 | meltonkitchens.com

1. Is the book of Lamentations (KJV) in the Old or New 
Testament or neither?

2. In 1 Kings 20:29, how many footmen (soldiers) of the 
Syrians were killed in one day? 5,000; 10,000; 50,000; 
100,000

3. Who made the first “piggy bank” by placing a chest with 
a hole in it near the altar? Ezra, Jehoiada, Ahab, Jethro

4. From Jeremiah 7:32, what did the Lord say that Tophet 
will be called? Syria, Valley of Slaughter, Galilee, Mount 
Zion

5. Who was the father of Elisha? Josiah, Shaphat, Zadok, 
Joshua
6. In Esther 1, how many provinces did Ahasuerus reign 
over? 11, 90, 127, 140

ANSWERS: 1) Old, 2) 100,000, 3) Jehoiada, 4) Valley of 
Slaughter, 5) Shaphat, 6) 127

Have changes? 

Need something added? 

Email design@grahamleader.com.

INOGEN®

PORTABLE OXYGEN 

CONCENTRATORS

Call us toll-free at

1-866-747-9983

130-day risk-free trial- Return within 30 days of purchase 

for a full refund of purchase price.

PM230469 EN_EX_USA | Rx Only. © 2024 Inogen, Inc. 
859 Ward Drive, Suite 200, Goleta, CA 93111
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is 
strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other trademarks 
are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)

Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    

LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800

LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (855) 808-4152 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (855) 808-4152.

Donate Your Vehicle Today

855-808-4152
www.veterancardonations.org/dnt72
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Newbury
Continued from Page 4

gitive after disturbing 
both nooks and cran-
nies. After all, they rea-
soned, the “tip” came 
from a usually reliable 
FBI source. Whatever, 
it was a pretty lousy 
way to spend Christ-
mas Eve.

Later, the “source” 
admitted innocently 
sharing flawed informa-
tion. The fugitive was in 
Reynosa, Mexico, NOT 
Ruidoso. Soon, the fu-
gitive was arrested by 
other agents. “Many 
people had goose for 
Christmas,” Nickols re-
members. ”My partner 
and I had a wild goose 
chase.” Cool Hand Luke 
would have said there 
was a definite failure to 
communicate.

An avowed Chris-
tian, he spent most of 
his career as a highly 
successful high school 
and college basketball 
coach and as a respect-
ed university teacher. 
He was a pace-setter 
in everything, except 
perhaps as a guitarist, 
where maybe “hobby” 
is a better fit. However, 
he befits the descrip-
tion “Bum” Phillips, 
longtime Houston Oil-
er Coach, once offered 
when asked if star run-
ning back Earl Camp-
bell was in a class by 
himself. “If he’s not,” 
Bum  drawled, “It don’t 
take long to call the 

roll.”…
•••

In this space two 
weeks ago, I wrote 
about the recent colli-
sion of aircrafts result-
ing in their crashing 
into the Potomac River. 
In the five paragraphs 
reflecting on earlier 
crashes involving Bran-
iff International, I relied 
on memory for details, 
and failed miserably, 
perhaps committing 
more “goofs” than any 
other in my 22 years of 
weekly meanderings.

I erred in several ref-
erences to Braniff, and 
persons who want to 
learn accurate details 
of this airline’s remark-
able history may Goo-
gle Braniff Airways 
Foundation.

The Foundation al-
lows Braniff’s rich her-
itage to live into per-
petuity. I am sincerely 
sorry for my mistakes-
-all of them of the head 
and not the heart--and 
offer deepest apolo-
gies….

•••
Dr. Newbury, long-

time university presi-
dent, continues to speak 
and write. The Idle Amer-
ican, begun in 2003, is 
one of the longest-run-
ning syndicated col-
umns. Contact: 817-447-
3872. Email: newbury@
speakerdoc.com. Web-
site: www.speakerdoc.
com.

Data
Continued from Page 4

Texas APCD has yet to 
receive legislative fund-
ing. Despite that, the 
Texas APCD has moved 
forward in establishing 
the framework for col-
lecting payor data and 
is currently receiving 
monthly data submis-
sions from payors.

Texans want action 
on rising health care 
costs

Texans are struggling 
with rising health care 
expenses, with the av-
erage annual premium 
for family coverage ex-
ceeding $25,000, about 
one-third of the state’s 
median household in-
come. About one in 
10 of Texas adults — 

2,300,000 people — 
report having med-
ical debt in a given 
year. And Texas has 
the highest percentage 
of children whose fam-
ilies struggled to pay 
for their child’s medi-
cal bills in the past 12 
months at 14.9%.

The high price of 
health care is leading 
many Texans to make 
tough choices — often 
at the expense of their 
health. A statewide poll 
by the Episcopal Health 
Foundation found that 
65% of insured Tex-
ans skipped or post-
poned medical care in 
the past year because 
of expenses, includ-
ing check-ups, treat-
ments and filling pre-

scriptions.
Recent polling un-

derscores widespread 
public concern about 
the financial pressures 
of health care. In Tex-
as 2036’s Texas Voter 
Poll, 87% of Texans ex-
pressed concern about 
financial entities influ-
encing medical deci-
sion-making through 
ownership of doctors’ 
offices and hospitals, 
and 75% supported in-
creased oversight of 
health care mergers to 
maintain competition 
and control prices.

With the health care 
market evolving rapid-
ly, data from the APCD 

can help Texas leaders 
evaluate and respond 
to emerging trends, 
ensuring that rising 
health care costs don’t 
undermine other crit-
ical budget priorities.

Texas 2036 is a non-
profit public policy or-
ganization committed 
to building long-term, 
data-driven strategies to 
ensure Texas’ prosperi-
ty up to its bicentennial 
and beyond. Our solu-
tions are nonpartisan, 
grounded in thorough 
research and focus on 
critical issues that seek 
to improve lives and op-
portunities for all Tex-
ans.

Matters
Continued from Page 4

rity Administration or 
any other governmen-
tal entity. To submit 
a question, visit our 

website (amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/
social-security-advi-
sory) or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfoun-
dation.org.



 

CLASSIFIEDS ARE ONLINE AT WWW.BRECKENRIDGEAMERICAN.COM

Net a new job

- hook, line &

sinker with

the Classifi eds.

BreckenridgeAmerican.com

Fishing for
a New

Career?

GARAGE SALES

GARAGE SALE LINE AD DEADLINE

4PM FRIDAY

CLASSIFIEDS
Line Ad Rate:

$15 for 15 words or less

Over 15 words, 50¢ a word

Line Ad Deadlines

9:00 am Monday
(Classifi ed line ad: an ad that
runs with only words, no box)

Breckenridge American 254-559-5412

GET IT SOLD with a Classifi ed Ad

breckenridgeamerican.com/classifi eds   •   classifi ed@grahamleader.com

EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

Every housing advertisement published in the Breckenridge American is subject to all provisions of the Federal Fair Housing Act.

510 HELP WANTED

CHECK US OUT ONLINE AT WWW.BRECKENRIDGEAMERICAN.COM

NEED A

JOB?

NEED

EMPLOYEES? 

The Classifieds bring
together job seekers

 and potential 
employers every day. 

Breckenridge

American
C L A S S I F I E D S 

Featuring new listings
every Wednesday! 

254-559-5412 

700 FOR RENT - APARTMENTS

CONQUISTADOR
APARTMENTS

1101 West Elliott • Breckenridge, TX 76424

254-559-6792

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS

On-Site Laundry • Close to Schools • Quality Affordable

SECTION 8 HOUSING AVAILABLE
— HANDICAP UNIT AVAILABLE —

— COME CHECK US OUT —

TDD# 800-735-2989

This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider/Employer EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

4653

VACANC
IES VACANCIES

www.breckenridgeamerican.com Wednesday, March 5, 2025Page 6

A job with better 

pay AND benefi ts 

— yours for the 

choosing in the 

Classifi eds.

650 FOR SALE–FARM & RANCH

LEGACY RANCHES • RAW LAND INVESTMENTS

GRAZING LAND • HUNTING RANCHES

WWW.CFRLAND.COM  |  940.549.7700

801 ELM STREET, GRAHAM, TEXAS 76450
15625

TexSCAN Week of 
Mar. 2-8, 2025

AUCTIONS

Bull Sale — Sat., March 8, 2025, 1 p.m., At the Ranch, 
Chattanooga, OK. 1 mile west, 2 miles south and 1 
mile west of Chattanooga, OK on Hwy 5. Selling 90 
Limousin and Lim-Flex Bulls. Bid live online at www.
LiveAuctions.tv. Call (580) 704-6739 or view catalog 
online at www.coyotehillsok.com.

ADOPTION

ADOPTION. TV executive promises baby loving 
family, warm home. Secure future, educational oppor-
tunities. Your living expenses paid, relocation possible. 
Call Woody 214-233-5866 or attorney 310-663-3467.

ENERGY

Backup power — peace of mind. Get a standard 
warranty of 7 years, $849 value. Call 888-925-0261, 
Briggs & Stratton Energy Solutions.

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Jim’s Metal Roof Coatings — Roof coating: leak 
repair, bin tops, roofing (metal/galvanized); painting: 
metal building (steel or aluminum), house (exterior). 
325-436-4039. 

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time, 
waiving ALL installation costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer 
ends 3/30/25.) Call 1-855-965-0841.

CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans feature 
unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For 
more information, call 1-855-493-3803.

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

OIL & GAS RIGHTS

We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 

and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 

Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 

offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 

Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-

1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WATER DAMAGE

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water can lead to major damage 
in your home. Our trusted professionals do complete 
repairs to protect your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027. Have zip code of service 
location ready when you call!

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 

200 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

250 CAMPERS/TRAILERS

27’ Dutchmen Sport 
Travel Trailer, good 
condition, pictures 
available, $5,600. Call 
817-304-9950.

29099

ACCOUNTING ASSISTANT 

FOR CORPORATE OFFICE

Looking for experienced self-starter to 

assist with daily accounting functions, 

month end close and maintaining 

financial records and reports.

Must be proficient in Excel.

Flexible Schedule, pay according to 

experience.

APPLY ONLINE: richesondq.com

or call 940-549-5041, ext. 5 2
9

1
4

6

MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR
Location: Graham, Texas 

Job Type: Full-Time, Monday–Friday 

Benefits: Medical, Dental, Vision, Paid Time Off

Seeking an experienced Maintenance Supervisor to lead a team 

overseeing the installation, repair, and upkeep of company and 

personal properties. Responsibilities include construction, and 

mechanical work, as well as managing schedules, safety protocols, 

and equipment. Must have strong leadership skills, the ability to 

perform physical tasks, and a valid driver’s license. Preferred 

qualifications include technical training in relevant fields and 

experience with facilities management.

Requirements: Proven maintenance experience; Leadership skills; 

Lift 50+ pounds, work in various weather conditions; Valid driver’s 

license

Competitive pay and benefits offered. Apply now!

APPLY ONLINE: www.richesondq.com

2
9
1
4
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Show

& Sell

Browse
& Buy

To Place Your Ad:
254-559-5412

advmgr@breckenridgeamerican.com

Run Your Show & Sell Ad*

for as Little as $14.95!

To Subscribe:
254-559-5412
circulation@grahamleader.com
Get Free Unlimited Online Access
With Your Home Delivery Subscription!

The Breckenridge American Classifi eds
make it easy to connect with local buyers

and sellers - in print and online!

Breckenridge American
CLASSIFIEDS

*Show & Sell pricing not available for real property ads (homes, mobile homes, etc.)
Want your business to get noticed? Whether it’s to promote your 

services or to recruit new employees, your local paper can help!

Here are four great reasons to advertise in your community newspaper.

Four great reasons
to advertise in

YOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPER

You’ll boost 
the local economy

By advertising in your 
community newspaper, 

you’ll be supporting 
the local economy. You’ll 
help the papers’ reporters,  
advertising representatives, 

carriers, 
graphic designers, 

copywriters and other 
employees keep their jobs. 
Moreover, you’ll work with 

people who understand 
the local market.

You’ll 
save money

Ad space in a national 
newspaper is much more 
expensive than in a local 

one. Admittedly, your 
message circulates over 
a greater area, but you 

should analyze the 
cost-eff ectiveness: will 

readers really travel 
dozens of miles to visit 

your store? 
By advertising in your local 

paper, you’ll reach your 
target audience directly — 
without breaking the bank!

You’ll reach 
your 

target audience

By advertising in 
your local paper, you’re 

sure to reach your 
customer base — those 

who are from your town 
and surrounding areas! 

Your ad campaigns 
will be highly targeted and 

consequently, 
very eff ective. 

You’ll get 
quality ads

Business owners rarely 
have the time or skills 

necessary to write 
advertising copy, take 
photos and otherwise 

create professional-quality 
ads. By working with your 
local paper, you’ll benefi t 
from the expertise and 

skills of its team members, 
including graphic 

designers, writers, editors 
and ad reps.

1108 W. Walker St. | Breckenridge, TX 76424 | 254-559-5412 | breckenridgeamerican.com

Breckenridge American

3730 CR 263, Breckenridge (Village Inn area, 
follow signs), 8am-4pm Saturday, March 8 and 
Sunday, March 9. Household items, women’s 
clothing and antique items.



 
www.breckenridgeamerican.com Page 7Wednesday, March 5, 2025

POPEYE by Randy Milholland

ENTERTAINMENT

THE SPATS by Jeff Pickering     

OUT ON A LIMB by Gary Kopervas

Look for answers in the Classifieds.

Crossword

Midweek

Edition

800 PUBLIC/LEGAL NOTICES

ADVERTISEMENT FOR 
BIDS FOR WHITE 2025 
ONE-TON DIESEL DUALLY
The Stephens County, 
Texas Commissioner’s 
Court will be accepting 
sea led  b ids  fo r  the 
purchase of a white 2025 
One-Ton Diesel Dually. 
Bid specifications may 
be picked up at the office 
of the Commissioner’s 
Court, Stephens County 
Courthouse, 200 West 
Walker ,  Room 115, 
Breckenridge, TX 76424. 
Specifications will be 
mailed upon request by 
calling 254-559-2371. 
Bids will be accepted 
unt i l  10:00 a.  m. on 
Monday,  March 10, 
2025, at which time 
bids will be considered 
by the Commissioner’s 
Court during their regular 
meeting. Faxed bids will 
not be accepted. Any bid 
may be withdrawn before 
the scheduled time. Any 
bid received after the 
stated deadl ine wi l l 
be returned unopened. 
Stephens County, Texas, 
reserves the right to 
accept or reject any and 
all bids or to accept the 
bid or bids that appear to 
best serve the interests 
of Stephens County, TX.
STEPHENS COUNTY 
C O M M I S S I O N E R S 
COURT
By: /s/ Michael C. Roach
M ichae l  C .  Roach , 
County Judge

ADVERTISEMENT FOR 
PROPOSALS
S t e p h e n s  R e g i o n a l 
Special Utility District
2024 Metal Building 
C o n s t r u c t i o n 
Improvements
Breckenridge, Texas
General Notice
The Stephens Regional 
Special Utility District 
(SRSUD)  (Owner )  i s 
r e q u e s t i n g  s e a l e d 
P r o p o s a l s  f o r  t h e 
cons t ruc t i on  o f  t he 
following Project:
2024 Metal Building 
C o n s t r u c t i o n 
Improvements
P r o p o s a l s  f o r  t h e 
construction of the Project 
shall be delivered to 
the Stephens Regional 
Special Utility District’s 
office, located at 206 
FM 3099, Breckenridge, 
Texas  76424 ,  un t i l 
Thursday, March 13, 
2025 at 3:00 p.m. local 
time.
The Project includes the 
following Work:
The selected Respondent 
to  th is  Reques t  fo r 
Proposals (RFP) shall 
b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r 
material, labor and all 
associated costs for 
t he  fo l l ow ing  meta l 
bui lding construction 
improvements:
1. BASE PROPOSAL : 
P r o v i d i n g  a n d 
constructing a new clear 
span 40’x50’x16’ metal 
building.
a. Concrete slab with 
3,000 psi compressive 
s t r eng t h ,  4 ”  t h i c k , 
reinforced with #4 bars 
at 18” OCEW subgrade 
preparation as specified.
b. Building to include two 
(2) insulated commercial 
garage 12’x14’ doors 
with operators and one 
(1) 3’x7’ walk through 
door .  Ro l l  up  doors 
shall include a 12’x16’ 
concrete approach ramp 
composed of 3,500 psi 
compressive strength, 4” 
thick, reinforced with #4 
bars at 18” OCEW. The 
building shall also include 
a total of four (4) 3’x4’ 
windows. Two (2) windows 
facing North, and two (2) 
windows facing South.
c. Metal sheeting shall 
be 26 gauge “R” panel 
with 30-year manufacturer 
warranty against fading. 
The structure is to be fully 
trimmed with gutters and 
downspouts. Galvalume 
roof/light stoned walls/
Desert tan trim.
2 .  A L T E R N A T E  1 : 
Electrical work will include 
all necessary upgrades 
and/or improvements 
necessary to provide:

a. Minimum of eight (8) 
110V receptacles and 
located so that two (2) are 
on each wall. Location to 
be determined by District.
b. Minimum of four (4) 
LED flood/security lights. 
Location to be determined 
by District.
c. A 220V receptacle 
for welding machine. 
Location to be determined 
by District.
d. 200A service entrance 
and panel.
3 .  A L T E R N A T E  2 : 
Providing and constructing 
a new 20’ x50’x16’ metal 
weld up lean-to shed. a. 
Native soil floor.
b. All iron is to be primed.
c. Metal sheeting shall 
be 26 gauge “R” panel 
with 30-year manufacturer 
warranty against fading. 
The structure is to be fully 
trimmed with gutters and 
downspouts.
d. At minimum, concrete 
foundation piers shall be 
18” diameter and 36” 
deep with rebar cage and 
3,500 psi concrete.
e. Electrical work will 
include all necessary 
u p g r a d e s  a n d / o r 
improvements necessary 
to provide:
i. Minimum of six (6) 
110V receptacles located 
on the exterior of the 
structure. Location to be 
determined by District.
ii. Minimum of four (4) 
LED flood/security lights. 
Location to be determined 
by District.
4. Material, labor, and 
all associated costs for 
closed-cell sprayed foam 
insulation for interior 
of 40’x50’x16’ weld up 
metal shop. Sprayed 
insulation shall be a 
minimum of two inches 
thick for walls and three 
inches thick for ceiling.
5. Material, labor, and 
all associated costs for 
painting sprayed foam 
insulation for interior 
of 40’x50’x16’ weld up 
metal shop.
6. Electrical allowance 
to furnish and include 
electrical, equipment, and 
materials, as specified in 
the scope of the project.
Obtaining the Proposal 
Documents
Information and Proposal 
D o c u m e n t s  f o r  t h e 
Project can be found at 
the following designated 
website:
www.civcastusa.com
Proposal  Documents 
may  be  down loaded 
f rom the designated 
website. Proposers are 
urged to register with 
the designated website 
as a plan holder, even 
if Proposal Documents 
are obtained from a plan 
room or source other than 
the designated website in 
either electronic or paper 
format. The designated 
website will be updated 
periodically with addenda, 
lists of registered plan 
holders, reports, and 
other information relevant 
to submitting a sealed 
Proposal for the Project. 
All official notifications, 
addenda,  and  o the r 
Proposal  Documents 
w i l l  be  o f fe red  on l y 
through the designated 
website. Neither Owner 
nor  Engineer wi l l  be 
responsible for Proposal 
Documents, including 
addenda, if any, obtained 
from sources other than 
the designated website.
Instructions to Proposers
For all further requirements 
regarding sealed Proposal 
submittal, qualifications, 
procedures, and contract 
awa rd ,  r e fe r  t o  t he 
Request for Proposal 
Documents.
This Advertisement is 
issued by:
O w n e r :  S t e p h e n s 
Regional Special Utility 
District
By: Danny Stephens
Title: President
Date: February 26, 2025

CITY OF BRECKENRIDGE
1 0 5  N O R T H  R O S E 
AVENUE
BRECKENRIDGE, TEXAS 
76424

Pursuant to Section 22-
4(B)(3) of the Code of 
Ordinances of the City 
of  Breckenr idge, the 
Planning & Zoning Board 
will hold a public hearing:
DATE: Monday, March 24, 
2025
TIME: 5:30 PM
PLACE: City Commission 
Chambers, 105 N. Rose 
Ave.
Said public hearing will be 
to consider:
The property owner of 
612 W. Wheeler & 614 W. 
Wheeler (currently legally 
desc r ibed  as  Brown 
Addition, Block 4, Lot 6 
and Brown Addition, Block 
4, Lot 5) request to replat 
these properties into one 
lot. The property owner 
plans to build a single-
family home across the 
two lots.
Any and a l l  persons 
interested in the above 
referenced i tem may 
at tend such hear ing 
and wi l l  be given an 
opportunity to be heard.
By:/s/ Cynthia Northrop
Cynthia Northrop
City Manager
City of Breckenridge, 
Texas

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given 
that  or ig ina l  Let ters 
Testamentary for the were 
issued on the 20th day 
of February, 2025 under 
cause No. 6324, pending 
in the County Court of 
Stephens County, Texas 
to Karen Holland. The 
mailing address of Karen 
Holland is 6501 FM 576 
W, Moran, TX 76464.
All persons having claims 
aga inst  th is  Estate, 
which is currently being 
administered required to 
present them within the 
time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.
Dated this the 20th day of 
February, 2025.
By: /s/ Karen Holland

PUBLIC NOTICE OF INTENT 
TO FILE AN APPLICATION 
WITH THE USDA RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT AND TO 
CALL A GENERAL PUBLIC 
MEETING.
Stephens County Texas 
is  prepar ing a grant 
application for funding 
under the United States 
Department of Agriculture 
Rural Development.
The project will consist 
of purchasing a one-ton 
truck for precinct 1 and 
3 for the maintenance 
of roads. The application 
process requires a public 
meeting to inform the 
general public regarding 
the development of the 
proposed project. The 
public meeting will be 
held to allow the citizenry 
to become acquainted 
with the proposed project 
and to comment on such 
items as economic and 
environmental impacts, 
s e r v i c e  a r eas ,  a nd 
alternatives to the project. 
The public meeting will be 
held on: DATE: Monday, 
March 10, 2025. TIME: 
10:00 am. LOCATION: 
S t e p h e n s  C o u n t y 
Cou r thouse  200  W. 
Walker St., Breckenridge, 
TX 76424.

PUBLIC NOTICE
T h e  B r e c k e n r i d g e 
Economic Development 
Corporation approved 
an incentive package to 
Soggy Dog Wine and Brew. 
By law, a sixty (60) day 
waiting period is required 
before all Type B Sales 
Tax Funds projects can 
progress. During those 60 
days, the city commission 
will review the items that 
still require approval with 
two readings.

T H E  C I T Y  O F 
BRECKENRIDGE, TEXAS
Request for Proposals
Sealed proposals for RFP 
# 2025-05 “Solid Waste 
Services” will be received 
a t  the  Breckenr idge 
City Hall, 105 N. Rose 
Avenue, Breckenridge, 
TX 76424, until 11:00 
AM, March 28, 2025. 
Proposals will be opened, 
and Proposers names will 
be publicly read at the City 
Commission Chambers, 
105 N. Rose Avenue, 
Breckenridge, TX 76424. 
Proposals received after 
the proposal deadline will 
be returned unopened.
RFP  documen ts  a re 
available for download 
a t  h t t p s : / / w w w .
breckenridgetx.gov/.

Errors & Adjustments: Please check your ad the first day 
that it runs to see that all of the information is correct. This will 
ensure that your ad is exactly what you want readers to see. Call 
us at 254-559-5412 the first day if you find an error. We must 
limit our financial responsibilities, if any, to the charge for the 
space and cannot be responsible for incorrect ads after the first 
day of publication.
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Alex Kielar

news@breckenridgeamerican.com

Big Country Fellow-
ship of Christian Ath-
letes revealed its 2025 
All-Star rosters last 
week for the All-Star 
Festival set for June 3-7 
in Abilene and Brown-
wood.

The 26th annual All-
Star Festival includes 
football, basketball, 
volleyball, baseball, 
softball and cheerlead-
ing.

The Buckaroos will 
have representation in 
a few of those sports 
at the festival. Three 
Breckenridge cheer-
leaders were selected 
— Solae Mendez, Ca-
bel Perkins and Giselle 
Reyes.

Senior Hunter Clay-
ton was selected to rep-
resent Blue boy’s bas-
ketball and his coach, 
Brent Lucas was select-
ed as one of two coach-
es of that team.

“I'm really excited 
to be a part of the Fel-
lowship of Christian 
Athletes (FCA) All-Star 
basketball game. I felt 
Hunter Clayton was 
a good candidate for 
playing in the game 
and he's definitely 
worked hard to earn 
that privilege,” Lucas 
said. “Hunter has im-
proved over the years 
and he was asked to 
take on a role this year. 
Hunter did a great job 
and we're extremely 
proud of him. I'm excit-
ed for his future outside 
of basketball because 
he's a really good young 
man with a great fam-
ily that supports him 
in all his activities. The 
future looks good for 
Hunter because of the 
kind of person that he 
is. Again, I'm extremely 
proud of him as are his 
teammates and his fam-
ily as well.”

The game will take 
place at 7 p.m. Friday, 
June 6 at ACU Moody 
Coliseum.

Lastly, Joni Jackson 
was selected for the 
red softball team as 
the senior is in the 
middle of a strong sea-
son. The softball game 
will take place at 6:30 
p.m. Thursday, June 
5 at Brownwood High 
School.

J a c k s o n ’s  h e a d 
coach, Jocelyn Gonza-
les noted that she was 
lucky enough to play 
in the FCA Volleyball 
game when she was a 
senior and still talks to 
some of her teammates 
to this day.

“I first want to con-
gratulate Joni because 
this is just another ac-
colade to add to her 
list… It is such a great 
experience and a week 
long of serving others 
along with the Lord,” 
Gonzales said. “Al-
though Joni is an in-
credible athlete, she is 
also firm in her faith. I 
love watching her trot 
the bases and point up 
to the sky when she 
crosses home plate af-
ter hitting a homerun. 
I know that God has 
giant things planned 
for her and is mov-
ing mountains through 
her.”

Gonzales added that 
although the FCA All-
Star Game will be her 
last game as a high 
school student, Jack-
son will always be a 
strong representation 
of Breckenridge soft-
ball.

“There is no doubt 
that she will turn heads 
with her skill every day 
she goes out there for 
practice and especially 
wrapping up the week 
at the ball game,” Gon-
zales said. “I can't wait 
to be there to cheer 
her on!”

Five Buckaroo athletes 
one coach selected for 
FCA All-Star Festival

Girls powerlifting wins regional, 
seven lifters off to state meet

Joni Jackson will represent the Buckaroos in the Big 
Country FCA All-Star Festival softball game at 6:30 
p.m. Thursday, June 5.

Photo/Alex Kielar

Hunter Clayton will play in the men’s basketball game 
at 7 p.m. Friday, June 6 at ACU Moody Coliseum.

Photo/Alex Kielar

Alex Kielar

news@breckenridgeamerican.com

With a region-high 18 
lifters competing Fri-
day, Feb. 28, the Breck-
enridge girls power-
lifting team won the 
regional powerlifting 
meet at Bells High 
School.

The Lady Bucks were 
named Regional Team 
Champions following 
the last deadlift at-
tempt of the day with a 
total of 46 points, beat-
ing out second-placed 
Ponder who scored 42 
points.

There were 10 girls 
of the 18 competitors 
to medal and four of 
those placed first in 
their weight class to be 
named regional cham-
pions - Isabelle Biddi-
son, Ashlyn Owen, Joni 
Jackson and Maria Du-
ran. The first place and 
second place finishers 
qualified for state. The 
Lady Bucks to earn 
second place were Ca-
bel Perkins, Rihana 

Fuller and Rylee Fuller.
Falling just short 

of qualifying, but set-
ting a new personal 
best were Sofia Lopez 
with 630 total pounds 
(65-pound increase) 
and Collom Perkins 
with 610 total pounds 
(35-pound increase).

The seven state qual-
ifiers will head to the 
state meet Thursday, 
March 13 at Bert Og-
den Arena in Edinburg.

Lady Bucks results:
105: 1. Isabelle Biddi-

son 265, 135, 255, 655

123: 1. Ashlyn Owen 
275, 140, 230, 645

181: 1. Joni Jackson 
355, 205, 350, 910

198: 1. Maria Duran 
365, 190, 340, 895

165: 2. Cabel Perkins 
330, 165, 310, 805

220: 2. Rihana Fuller 
350, 145, 330, 825

242+: 2. Rylee Fuller 
420, 215, 310, 945

132: 3. Sofia Lopez 
265, 110, 255, 630

123: 4. Collom Per-
kins 260, 120, 230, 610

1 6 5 :  5 .  B i a n c a 
Gotschall 260, 150, 
265, 675

220: 6. Raegan Rob-
inson 225, 140, 250, 615

132: 7. Lizandra Ru-
bio 200, 110, 250, 560

165: 7. Maddison 
Shockley 250, 155, 240, 
645

114: 8. Kamden Tid-
well 185, 110, 220, 515

1 4 8 :  9 .  K a i s a n 
Thompson 210, 110, 
200, 520

132: BO. Preslie Mal-
cuit 210, 105, 0, 0

242: BO. Dustie Low-
rey 315, 0, 0, 0

181: DQ. Kyra Cana-
da 275, 0, 0, 0

The Breckenridge Lady Buckaroos powerlifting team shows off their awards 
from the regional powerlifting meet last week at Bells High School

Contributed photo

Alex Kielar

news@breckenridgeamerican.com

Last week’s Mineral 
Wells softball tourna-
ment was a tale of two 
days for the Brecken-
ridge Lady Bucks.

The team started 
the tournament with 
two blowout wins 
Thursday, Feb. 27, 
15-1 over TCA and 
18-3 over Graford. The 
tides turned during 
their second day of 
the tournament Sat-
urday as they lost 8-4 
to Mineral Wells and 
10-8 to Benbrook.

“I think the first 
day we came out re-
ally strong. We did 
well defensively and 
we can really hit the 
ball,” coach Jocelyn 
Gonzales said. “But 
we just let it go with-
out gloves [today].”

Lady Bucks 15, 
Lady Eagles 1

Setting the tone for 
her overall perfor-
mance of the tourna-
ment, Joni Jackson 
smacked a two-run 
homer in the first in-
ning to take the lead 
for the Lady Bucks af-
ter they walked in a 
run in the top of the 
inning. Braylen Mc-
Coy and Paisley Her-
ring each added RBI 
knocks of their own in 
the inning as the Lady 
Bucks led 4-1.

Following ace pitch-
er Olyvia Perez strik-
ing out the side in the 
top of the second in-
ning, Paisley Thibo-
deaux led off the bot-
tom half with a solo 
homer to add to the 
lead.

Jackson later just 
barely missed her 
second straight home 
run as she hit a line 
shot off the top of the 
wall in left-center field 
to drive in another 
run. Raegan Robinson 
drove in Jackson with 

an RBI double of her 
own, then Ally Reyes 
hit a rocket up the 
middle which scored 
Robinson.

A wild pitch wound 
up scoring Reyes 
and the inning end-
ed as the Lady Bucks 
reached the 5-run per 
inning rule for the 
tournament. After 
two innings, Breck-
enridge was already 
up 9-1.

It was a similar sto-
ry in the third inning, 
as the Lady Bucks 
tacked on five more 
runs to put them-
selves up 14-1. Thibo-
deaux drove in two 
more runs with a sin-
gle and Aurrin Mathe-
son recorded a sac 
fly to add another. Pe-
rez scored on a wild 
pitch later in the in-
ning and Robinson 
added an RBI double 
to score Jackson who 
had walked earlier.

The first game end-
ed with a strike-em-
out - throw-em-out 
double play in the 
fourth inning.

Lady Bucks 18, 
Lady Rabbits 3

The Lady Bucks 
started their second 
game of the tourna-
ment staying hot with 
the bats, reaching the 
five run limit in each of 
the first two innings. 
Perez led off the bot-
tom of the first with a 
double and Jackson 
added another RBI a 
few batters later with 
a triple. Robinson tied 
the game up with an 
RBI double after Gra-
ford walked two runs 
in to start the game.

McCoy smacked a 
two RBI double to give 
the Lady Bucks the 
lead and Thibodeaux 
drove in the fifth run 
with a single. After al-
lowing another run in 
the second inning, the 
Lady Bucks answered 

back with five more 
of their own. Jackson 
kept her hot streak 
going as she launched 
another two-run ho-
mer for her second of 
the day.

Herring recorded a 
two-run triple and Mc-
Coy drove in the fifth 
run in the inning.

Perez blooped a sin-
gle to drive in a run 
in the fourth inning. 
Then Jackson record-
ed her third homer of 
the day the unconven-
tional way, an inside-
the-park home run.

Batting around in 
the frame, Perez drove 
in her second run of 
the inning on a field-
er’s choice ground-
er. The time limit was 
reached in the fourth 
inning after the Lady 
Bucks scored their 
18th run. Matheson 
also recorded a three-
run inside-the-park 
homer.

Lady Rams 8, 
Lady Bucks 4

After  watch ing 
Jackson rake in the 
Lady Bucks’ first two 
games of the tour-
nament, the hosting 
team was afraid to 
pitch to her Saturday, 
intentionally walking 
her in her first two 
plate appearances.

The Lady Bucks 
made the Lady Rams 
pay both times they 
walked Jackson inten-
tionally, as she came 
around to score on 
each. She scored on a 
wild pitch in the first 
inning to cut the defi-
cit in half after the 
Lady Bucks allowed 
two runs in the top of 
the inning.

The second inning 
was a tough one de-
fensively for the Lady 
Bucks as they allowed 
four more runs, end-
ing with an inside-
the-park homer to 
make it 6-1. They cut 

the deficit down to 
6-4 in the bottom of 
that frame, with Pere 
recording an RBI tri-
ple, Robinson driving 
one in on a sac fly and 
Jackson scoring on a 
wild pitch following 
her second intention-
al walk.

But Mineral Wells 
added two more runs 
in the fourth before 
the time limit was 
reached with the 
Lady Bucks at the 
plate attempting to 
come back.

Lady Bobcats 10, 
Lady Bucks 8

The second Satur-
day game started on 
a good note as they 
put up six runs in 
the first two innings. 
Robinson started it 
off with an RBI dou-
ble in the first inning, 
then Perez got an RBI 
double of her own in 
the second. With two 
runners on, Jackson 
showed why pitch-
ers fear her as she 
crushed a three-run 
home run.

Jackson now has 11 
home runs through 12 
games for the Lady 
Bucks on the season.

Following an un-
eventful and score-
less third inning for 
both teams, Benbrook 
got right back into the 
game with a five-run 
inning in the fourth. 
Robinson smacked 
one right back up the 
middle to drive in two 
runs to add insurance 
runs.

The Lady Bobcats 
battled back and 
proved to be tough 
outs in the fifth in-
ning. With the game 
reaching the time lim-
it, Benbrook wouldn’t 
go down easy and 
wound up scratching 
five runs across. With 
six minutes in the 
time limit, the game 
was called there.

Lady Bucks go 2-2 at Mineral Wells


