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BISD selects firm for

facilities planning

Alex Kielar
news@breckenridgeamerican.com

As they begin thinking
about future improvements
to their campuses and facil-
ities, Breckenridge ISD ap-
proved Jacob & Martin Ar-
chitecture and Engineering
Firm to facilitate long-range
facilities plan development,
bond planning and project
design for the school dis-
trict.

The board listened to a
presentation from the firm
at a special meeting Tues-
day, Feb. 24 in which they
relayed what their previous

Yuri Huntington

Huntington
leaves
chamber
to pursue
passion

Alex Kielar
news@breckenridgeamerican.com

Yuri Huntington’s passion
for wanting to help people
has always been at the fore-
front of her mind ever since
she was a young girl.

Now, she is taking that
passion to the next level as
she pursues her life coach-
ing career full-time after
announcing her resigna-
tion as Executive Director
of the Breckenridge Cham-
ber of Commerce. Her res-
ignation from the top level
of the chamber, which she
announced last Thursday,
March 27, will be effective
Friday, May 30.

Huntington said she nom-
inated current chamber
Event Manager Maylun Van-
Winkle as a candidate.

Her favorite memories of
working as the Executive
Director are working with
VanWinkle and having her

See Chamber, Page 3

experience is in facilitating
projects for other school
districts and some of the
types of projects that they
can work on for BISD.

“[We offer] everything
from civil engineering,
structural, electrical, envi-

See BISD, Page 3
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Employees from Jacob & Martin Architecture and Engi-

neering Firm speak to Breckenridge ISD board members
during a special meeting Tuesday, Feb. 24.
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City Hall expansion complete
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The expansion to the Breckenridge City Commission meeting quarters was completed
last week. The work that began in early March opened the meeting room up by pushing
the far wall 12 feet back to create a much more spacious room for community members,
commissioners and others to congregate in. The work was completed within the time
frame that the city gave to the contractor, as they had hoped to get it finished by the city
commission’s April meeting. The city commission held its first meeting in the newly ex-
panded quarters Tuesday, April 1.
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Alex Kielar
news@breckenridgeamerican.com

The new traffic signals
at the intersection of FM
3099 and US Highway
180, between Walmart
and Tractor Supply, be-
came operational Mon-
day, March 31.

Weekly Local Forecast

The traffic signals be-
gan operation with a
flashing red light and
should be treated as a
four-way stop for the ini-
tial week.

After that initial traf-
fic adjustment period,
Texas Department of
Transportation (TxDOT)

The new traffic signals at the intersection of US 180 and FM 3099, which were installed a
few weeks ago, became operational Monday, March 31.
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Trafhc signals at FM 3099
and US 180 operational

public information offi-
cer Lisa Tipton said that
the traffic signals will be-
come fully operational in
regular signal phases.
“This signal is one of
several safety improve-
ments added to the in-

See Signal, Page 2
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Gena Speer

Speer
named

hospital
CEO

Alex Kielar
news@breckenridgeamerican.com

Stephens Memorial Hos-
pital has a new CEO after
a months-long search pro-
cess.

Following alengthy execu-
tive session Tuesday, March
25, the hospital’s board of di-
rectors selected Gena Speer
to fill the position.

Mike Easley has served
as interim CEO since Dec.
5, 2024, following the resig-
nation of former CEO Brian
Roland.

In making this decision,
the board opted to go with
aninternal option and some-
one familiar with the every-
day operations of the hos-
pital.

Speer has served as Chief
Nursing Officer of SMH for
the last four years. The
transition into the new role
is effective immediately as
she hit the ground running
Wednesday, March 26.

The board conducted of-
ficial interviews with four
candidates before narrow-
ing down and selecting
Speer, who had her third
and final interview on the
day of her selection to the
position.

She brings a wealth of
health care knowledge, ex-
perience and familiarity of
the county and needs of the
community to the CEO po-
sition.

Prior to coming to SMH,
Speer said that she started
as an LVN at Eastland Me-
morial Hospital where she
got her Certified Profession-
al in Healthcare Risk Man-
agement (CPHRM) certifi-
cation.

While at EMH, she said
that she mostly focused
on medical-surgical nurs-

See CEO, Page 2
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Beacon Grant awarded
to local first responders

Alex Kielar
news@breckenridgeamerican.com

Breckenridge Elks
Lodge #1480 awarded
its 2025 Beacon Grant
to four local volunteer
fire departments Satur-
day afternoon, March
29.

The Elks awarded
$1,000to each of thefire
departments for a total
grant of $4,000.

Those fire depart-
ments were Hubbard
Creek Volunteer Fire
Department, Caddo
VFD, Wayland VFD and
Olden VFD.

Included in the pack-
ages awarded to each
department was a box
of various supplies -
nitrile gloves, lifevacs,
first aid kits and a $100
visa gift card to pur-
chase water.

“We’re proud to be
part of the community
and to be able to help

Four local volunteer fire departments were each
awarded $1,000 from Breckenridge Elks Lodge #1480
as part of their 2025 Beacon Grant.

and support,” Exalted
Ruler John Powell said.
“We've also given away
over $10,000 to the
Breckenridge commu-
nity locally, to veterans
and nursing homes. We
gave a grant to meals
on wheels, to Dr. Good-
all’shouse, which helps
with foster children in
the area, and then we
also had two individual
grants that were given
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to kids in the area that
had special needs. We
gave them some sup-
plies to help them cope
and to deal with their
condition.”

The $4,000 beacon
grant is open to each
Elks Lodge every year
and can be used on var-
ious projects that are
important to that spe-
cific lodge and its com-
munity.

Signal

Continued from Page 1

tersection during the
current realignment
project. The installa-
tion of this signal is
part of TxDOT’s on-
going commitment to
enhance road safety
for all users, including
drivers, cyclists and pe-
destrians,” Tipton said.
“The signal will help
regulate traffic flow, re-
ducetherisk of crashes
and improve visibility
at the busy intersec-
tion.”

Tipton stressed the
importance for driv-
ers to familiarize them-
selves with the new
traffic patterns and that
paying attention will be
crucial during the ini-
tial adjustment period.

“Drivers should re-
main vigilant ... when
approaching the in-
tersection, especial-
ly during the first few
weeks,” she said.

TxDOT expects the
project to be fully com-
plete by the end of April
or the beginning of May.

CEO

Continued from Page 1

ing (med-surg) and
worked in the operat-
ing room.

Speer then moved
into her first manage-
ment position at that
hospital, taking over
the Med-Surg depart-
ment. Not long after
moving into that posi-
tion, the CNO position
became open at EMH
and she moved into
that while completing
her Master’s of Science
in Nursing (MSN). She
received a master’s
degree from Excelsior
College via its online
program.

“I was there as the
CNO and the Quali-
ty Director for sever-
al years and [ went to
Goodall Witcher Hos-
pital in Clifton after
that,” she said. “I was
there for about close to
five years and then this
position (CNO at SMH)
came open.”

Speer said that her
work as a CNO in var-
ious facilities had her
ingrained in the whole
world as upper man-
agement and prepared
her for the role.

“So the executive
team usually functions
very much as a team. |
was very lucky in East-
land and in Clifton to
work with a couple of
the best CEOs that I
have ever worked for
in healthcare,” Speer
said. “They have men-
tored me and they
have included me.
They have allowed me
to take on responsibili-
ty that doesn’t fall into
the CNO; give me a seat
at the table, basically.”

With Speer moving
into the role of CEO,
that leaves her previ-
ous position of CNO
open.

Speer said that they
have some possibili-
ties already in mind,
people who are famil-
iar with the communi-
ty and the hospital that
she is talking to.

“Hopefully one of
those works out be-
cause | think that is
our best option to have
someone who'’s invest-
ed here and committed
here,” Speer said. “It’s

just about finding the
right person, the right
fit and getting them in
here.”

CAH, mammography
updates

Speer is coming
into the position with
knowledge of upcom-
ing changes within the
hospital.

“We have a lot go-
ing on already that
we’ve been working on
because there’s been
kind of an interim peri-
od and transition peri-
od,” Speer said. “ have
been pretty involved in
all of that anyway.”

The biggest focus
right now is their con-
version to a critical ac-
cess hospital as Speer
said it is “key to every-
thing else.”

To be eligible for
the CAH designation,
a hospital has to be at
25 beds or less, while
SMH was originally li-
censed at 40 beds and
had never decreased
that number.

Speer said that they
have been in the pro-
cess of trying to de-
crease that for a while
and recently got ap-
proved in their final
inspection, as well as
having their license be-
ing modified.

“So we are now li-
censed for 20 beds
instead of 40, which
makes us eligible and
kicks off that whole
process,” Speer said.
“Now our application
goes to the state and
they have 15 days to
do something with it.
They will forward it to
the regional office for
CMS (Centers for Medi-
care and Medicaid Ser-
vices) in Baltimore.”

According to Speer,
the regional office then
has 45 days to act on it.

“We are in contact
with them and with
some of the key people
there, and they have
told us as soon as it
leaves the state to call
them and they will help
get it through the pro-
cess,” she said.

Speer said that the
process should be ap-
proved by early July —
at the latest.

“They will most like-
ly retroactively make
that effective some-
time between (March
19) and (March 26),”
Speer said. “But it will
take that long to get
our medicaid number,
which allows us to
change our billing pro-
cesses over to critical
access billing.”

One thing that Speer
noted is that for some
of the hospital’s tra-
ditional Medicare pa-
tients that don’t have
a supplement, their
co-pays may change a
little.

“During that interim
period — where if they
make use retroactive
back to this date but
we can’t bill as critical
access until that date -
during that time, they
may pay a co-pay and
it be incorrect and we
have to reverse it and
then adjust it,” Speer
said. “Sothey may have
a few little things here
and there on billing,
but we are happy to
work with them how-
ever long we need to
make it work.”

Another order of
business on the new
CEO’s plate is the new
mammography ma-
chine for the hospital.
Speer said that they
placed their order for
their new 3D mammog-
raphy unit last Tues-
day and expect it to ar-
rive at the hospital in
mid-April.

“My first thing is to
just kind of evaluate
where we are on cer-
tain things; pull re-
ports, pull data and
look at where we can
maybe offer some
things that would be
really beneficial to our
community,” Speer
said. “I think there are
some gaps and I think
there are some things
the community doesn’t
even know about that
we do.”

As far as growth,
Speer said that she
would love to bring in
a small surgical area to
the hospital at some
point, which is a pro-
cess to get up and go-
ing. But she added that
work is underway.
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ronmental, geo techni-
cal and we have a full
survey department,”
Senior Principal Engi-
neer Tal Fillingim said.
“So you name it, we do
it for the most part.
We worked very hard
to become, as much
as we can, a one stop
shop for our clients.”
The duties of Jacob
& Martin in this rela-
tionship include help-
ing the school district
review any plans for
renovations, review-
ing and gathering all
the bids and helping
to evaluate and select
a general contractor.
“We'll help with the
execution of the con-
struction... your con-
tract is between you
and the general con-
tractor, but you don’t
build buildings every
day,” Fillingim said.
“That’s wherewe come
in, our contract allows
us to stand between
you and the general
contractor and help to
administrate that con-
tract. We’ll be there
to answer any ques-

Chamber

tions that are coming
on, we review submit-
tals... we make sure
that you're getting the
quality and a product
that you paid for.”
Fillingim said that
they will be on site
to make sure that the
products are being in-
stalled properly.
“There’s a thought
that the work stops af-
ter the set of instruc-
tions or the construc-
tion documents are
prepared, but that can-
not be further from the
truth,” Fillingim said.
“It’s one thing to put
the project on paper.
It’s another to actually
get it built. So we really
take alot of pridein the
construction phase of
all of our projects.”
The engineers will
beonsiteatleast every
other week, according
to Fillingim, and the
amount of time they
spend there can be
flexible depending on
where the district is at
with projects.
“Once we start going
vertical, we may need
to meet once a week

for the next six weeks
because this is a criti-
cal stage,” he said. “We
have a set of inspec-
tors, somebody’s here
at least once aweek on
site, walking it, looking
at progress, making
sure that what’s going
up is actually what’s
on the plans and what
you've paid for.”

Then at the end of
the project, he said
they also do a punch
list to make sure that
everything’s working
and functioning prop-
erly.

When the district
identifies projects they
want to complete, the
engineering firm will
rank them starting
with the highest prior-
ity first and also relay
what the cost would be
and if the district can
afford it.

The board will have
until Aug. 18 to submit
bonds to be on the bal-
lotand voted on during
the November elec-
tion, but the firm not-
ed they should get a
lot of the work done be-
tween now and June.

Time clocks implemented
for county employees

Alex Kielar
news@breckenridgeamerican.com

Stephens Coun-
ty Commissioners re-
solved to implement
timeclocks for coun-
ty employees at their
meeting Monday,
March 24.

County Treasurer
Kelsey Cornwall said
that her and Commis-
sioner David Fambro
went through a time-
clock demo after last
month’s meeting in
which the idea of imple-
menting the physical
machines first came up
as a possibility.

“Ibelievethat [demo]
answered the ques-
tions that we had re-
garding feasibility and
operation,” Cornwall
said. “They showed
us how they operate
and it’s pretty self-ex-
planatory. You have a
number code and then
[it takes] your [finger-
print].”

Continued from Page 1

there to lean on during
busy times.

Huntington began
working at the cham-
ber in October 2022
and had started her
life coaching business,
Huntington Coaching,
around the same time.
She had told the cham-
ber when she was hired
that she was looking
at giving at least three
years in the position,
as she always knew
she wanted to go the
route of life coaching
full time.

She noted that she
was going to wait until
the end of the year to
put in her resignation
to make it a full three
years, but she felt that
there are too many
people in need that she
can help mental health
wise. Huntington said
that when she asked a
friend for advice, the
friend asked her who
is waiting on the men-
tal health help that she
can offer and was miss-
ingout on thelife coach-
ing if she stayed in the
position.

Huntington said she
is willing to stay on in
a contractual aspect
following May 30. She
will also be staying on
as an ambassador to
the chamber with her
life coaching business,
as well as supporting
the community in oth-

er ways.
At 22, Huntington
went to bible college
which she said was to
lay a firm foundation
for ministry and edu-
cate herself in a bibli-
calway in order to build
upon that. She graduat-
ed from bible college at
24, before pursuing an
undergraduate degree
in psychology and then
ultimately a counseling
degree, human service
counseling with a cog-
nitive of life coaching.
She graduated with that
degree in 2020.
“Knowing in my mind
that my career goal...
is what my degrees are
in, which is psychology
and counseling,” Hun-
tington said. “So for me,
that has always been
the direction.”
Huntington told her
mother at nine years
old that she wanted to
be a doctor so that she
could pray for the peo-
plein the waiting rooms
that they didn’t have
to go to the emergency
room and have surgery.
“So that was always a
desire, for people who
were going through
any type of struggles,
in the hospital for phys-
ical things,” Hunting-
ton said. “So then as
that developed for me,
[ found out that [ want-
ed to be in the mental
health field.”
What catapulted Hun-

tington’sdesiretowards
the mental health field
even further was when
her nephew passed
away from suicide in
early 2023 after deal-
ing with many mental
health issues. She said
that she had already
gotten her degrees at
that point and desired
to go through mental
health training.

After her nephew
passed, Huntington
began training with
Psychiatrist Dr. Daniel
Amen in February 2023
and became a licensed
brain health trainer.

“I knew in my heart
that [ was going to even-
tually go into that field
full time and my pas-
sion, like most people’s
passion, doesn’t always
come with the job that
will pay well,” Hunting-
ton said. “So for me, I
am exiting this job and
going into a field that is
more because [ want to
help save lives.”

One of the most no-
table issues that Hun-
tington wants to tackle
is brain health, because
she said that a lot of the
time, that is not some-
thing that is focused on
when people talk about
mental illness.

“That’s how I have
been trained, is when
people are struggling
with depression or anx-
iety and things like that,
we focus on what the
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issue is instead of rec-
ognizing the organ of
the mind, which is the
brain,” she said. “So
that is my desire, to
bring awareness to the
world of mental health.
The way that has been
handled has not been
working, and so we
need to change some
things.”

Huntington said that
she wants to even pur-
sue trying to change
laws that are currently
in place regarding men-
tal health.

“My personal expe-
rience with my neph-
ew, we couldn’t help
him because he was an
adult. So when my sis-
ter tried to tell the fa-
cilities, the people and
the doctors that he
wasn’t taking his med-
ication and ‘we need
to do something,” her
hands were tied,” Hun-
tington said. “That’s my
passion, to help change
the laws that would bet-
ter facilitate people and
rehabilitate them into a
better place.”

Cornwall said that
they will be purchasing
the clocks themselves
and they will use avail-
able capital funds.

She said that there is
still about $108,000 re-
maining in that budget,
but about $105,000 is
earmarked for the jail’s
camera system which
has not been paid yet.

Cornwall said that
they are left with about
$3,400 from the capital
fundstouseonthetime
clocks and the other
$3,810 to purchase the
clocks will come from
other sources.

The initial installa-
tion of the time clocks,
according to Cornwall,
will be $6,304, the up-
front implementation
costs $3,150 and the li-
censing will be an annu-
al fee of $1,800.

She also said that ex-

tra support and main-
tenance costs $1,300
on an annual basis, put-
ting the annual cost at
$3,100.

The physical ma-
chines are coming out
of San Angelo, Cornwall
said, which means they
won’t take too long to
be installed and the
software to be imple-
mented into them. The
clocks will be installed
at various locations for
different county em-
ployees, with members
of the sheriff’s office
having them in their
cars to clock in from
there.

Cornwall also said
that this system will in-
clude a phone app in
which employees can
see their hours and re-
quest time off, which
goes through three lev-
els of approval.
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You'll reach
your
target audience

By advertising in
your local paper, you're
sure to reach your
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who are from your town
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Your ad campaigns
will be highly targeted and
consequently,
very effective.

You'll get
quality ads

Business owners rarely
have the time or skills
necessary to write
advertising copy, take
photos and otherwise
create professional-quality
ads. By working with your
local paper, you'll benefit
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the local economy
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Aggie leader no joke...

Wednesday, April 2, 2025

Ask Rusty:

Can my wife and | get spouse

Had a Texas Aggie
been a Rip Van Winkle
wannabe in 2011, he
(she) might hardly rec-
ognize the university
upon awakening from
slumber in 2025.

There might be un-
derstandable confu-
sion. Is real time clear-
ly in focus or is the
awakening accompa-
nied by swirling figmen-
tary dream extensions
from a heap of sleep?
Surely the eye-rubbing
Aggie isn’t experienc-
ing the world’s biggest
Aggie joke.

Hardly.Retiring Chan-
cellor John Sharp spent
his tenure wielding po-
litical capital, vision
and energy so expertly
that when he retires on
June 30, he will leave
behind the nation’s
largest higher educa-
tion system of on-cam-
pus students. Texas
A&M has excelled aca-
demically, athletically
and in numerous oth-
er ways. And that’s no

joke.
[ X X J

Student body pres-
ident, he also was a
charter member of the
anything-for-a-laugh
crowd, where loose
boundaries started. He
was challenged to lead
some fellow Aggies in
rounding up a passel of
armadillos, cover them
with burnt orange paint
and set them free in
Austin.

Actually, the chal-
lenge was more spe-
cific. They were to be
loosed in equal num-
bers from all corners
of the field during half-
time of the 1971 A&M-
UT game, when the
Longhorn band was
ready for its halftime
show. It was “mission
accomplished” when
33 armadillos scurried
through the ranks, set-
ting the band asunder
before the first forma-
tion was in . (Okay, one
of the corners had an
extra critter, so here’s

fodder for an Aggie
math joke....
[ XX ]

Turns out that a
prominent former A&M
student planned the
prank, so all John got
was a wrist-slapping,
perhaps with an “at-
ta-boy wink” to boot.

R. C. Slocum-winnin-
gest and longest-ten-
ured head football
coach who led the Ag-
gies to their last con-
ference championship
26 years ago—and quite
simply is as good as it
gets—dared to remind
Sharp of the prank re-
cently on the chancel-
lor’'s weekly TV show,
“Around Texas.”

It was all in good
fun. The affable Slo-
cum-given walking pa-
pers in 2002 despite
compiling the Aggies’
best record of 123-47-2
and climbing to num-
ber six in wins nation-
ally by coaches at ma-
jor schools—stayed on
as a special presiden-

Don Newbury

The Idle American

tial assistant until Jan-
uary. Just turned 80, he
is cancer free, closing
out 53 years of service
to Texas A&M. (First
member of his family
to graduate from col-
lege, he LOVES TEXAS
A&M, where 15 mem-
bers have graduat-
ed-so far.)...

[ XX ]

Back to Sharp: He
thinks at warp speed,
mastering political
maneuverings honed
during Austin years.
He’s as comfortable

See Newbury, Page 5

Release of school accountability
ratings is urgently needed

[EARS %

Texas has gone two
years without pub-
lishing A-F academ-
ic accountability rat-
ings, which are vital
for fostering student
progress, transparen-
cy, and continuous im-
provement in public
schools. A coalition of
Texas leaders repre-
senting parents, busi-
nesses and education
nonprofits filed an am-
icus brief in Morath v.
Pecos-Barstow-Toyah
Independent School
District urging the 15th
Court of Appeals to lift
the injunction prevent-

ing the release of these
critical ratings.
National Assess-
ment of Educational
Progress (NAEP) data
underscore the need
for clear information
on public school per-
formance to propel
academic progress.
Texas currently ranks
in the bottom 25% of
states in 4th grade
reading, which drops
to 12% for 8th grade.
A-F ratings allow for
comparisons between
school districts across
the state to identify
bright spots that can

be scaled and areas
for improvement that
need additional sup-
port.

“We can’t hope to
improve our educa-
tion system if we aren’t
clear-eyed about our
current outcomes,”
said Commit Partner-
ship Founding Chair-
man and CEO Todd Wil-

Ve

The Breckenridge American offers local readers an opportunity to share their
opinions on community topics and issues of public importance. Mail or deliv-
er letters to the office at 114 E. EIm Street in Breckenridge, or e-mail letters
to editor@breckenridgeamerican.com. The deadline is 5 p.m. Friday for the
midweek edition. Letters that do not meet the deadline will not be printed
in the paper. Letters must be submitted by the author/signee, and not by a
third-party on behalf of the author/signee. Letters must contain the author’s
first name, last name, complete address, and telephone number. Only the
writer's name and title of the letter, as appropriate, will be published with the
letter. Names cannot be withheld. Letters from any candidate who is actively
running for any political office will not be published. Writers may submit let-
ters of up to 500 words. Letters are not guaranteed to be published in the
next edition, but every effort to do so will be made. Unverified letters and
letters containing personal attacks the newspaper deems to be of a libelous
nature will not be published. In any event, the newspaper reserves the sole
discretion to decide whether or not a reader submission will be published.
All letters and columns featured on the Opinion Page are the views of the au-
thors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Breckenridge American.
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liams, “Without these
letter grades, students
remain on failing cam-
puses that otherwise
could have received
greater resources and
interventions —and we
also lose the ability to
celebrate the schools
and systems that see
remarkable improve-
ment and sustained
success.”

The amicus brief
highlights the negative
impacts of withhold-
ing A-F ratings, em-
phasizing the needs of
stakeholders who de-
pend on school perfor-
mance data:

Students: Account-
ability ratings track
how well school sys-
tems are meeting stu-
dent academic needs
and drive improve-
ments in learning out-
comes to eliminate
achievement gaps for
students and prepare

See Ratings, Page 5

benefits from each other?

Dear Rusty: My
wife and [ are cur-
rently collecting
Social Security. We
both started receiv-
ing SS at 62 years
old. That said, we
get by on a tight
budget.

A retired friend
told us about an
option which al-
lows a spouse to
collect half (1/2) of
the other spouse’s
SS monthly income.
My question has two
parts: 1. Canwe both
collect on each oth-
er’s SS? And 2. Are
there any pitfalls?
Signed: Seeking an
Increase

Dear Seeking:
Well, I'm afraid spou-
sal benefits aren’t
quite that simple.
One spouse may be
eligible for addition-
al benefits from the
other, but onlyif that
spouse’s personal
Social Security re-
tirement benefit at
their full retirement
age(FRA)islessthan
half (50%) of the oth-
er spouse’s FRA en-
titlement. Note that
for spouse benefits,
FRA amounts are
used regardless of
when you actually
claim benefits. Full
retirement age for
both you and your
wife is 66, so that
means that if you
both claimed at 62
your FRA entitle-
ments were higher
— about 25% more
- than you are both
currently receiving.

Since you applied
for benefits some
time ago at about
the same age, one
way to estimate if
one of you may be
entitled to an addi-
tional amount as a
spouse is to eval-
uate your current
monthly amounts. If
either of you are get-
ting a benefit which
is less than half of
the other’s amount,
it’s possible that the
one with the lower
benefit may be en-
titled to more as a
spouse. And note,
only one spouse is
eligible for benefits
— you cannot both
get spouse benefits
from each other.

Another wayto ex-

Social Security Matters

plore this is for the
spouse with the low-
est monthly Social
Security benefit to
contact Social Secu-
rityat1.800.772.1213
to ask if spouse ben-
efits are available.
Noting that contact-
ing SS these days
can be a time-con-
suming process, yet
another way is for
you to provide us
(the AMAC Foun-
dation’s SS Advi-
sory Service) with
both of your current
monthly SS bene-
fit amounts (before
any deductions) and
the exact ages when
each of you claimed.
Using that informa-
tion, we can do the
math to see if either
of you might be en-
titled to more as a
spouse. But, in the
end, only the spouse
with the lower ben-
efit may be eligi-
ble, and then, only
if their FRA entitle-
ment (not their actu-
al current amount)
is less than 50% of
the other spouse’s
FRA entitlement.
This article is in-
tended for informa-
tion purposes only
and does not repre-
sentlegal or financial
guidance. It presents
the opinions and in-
terpretations of the
AMAC Foundation’s
staff. trained and ac-
credited by the Na-
tional Social Security
Association (NSSA).
NSSA and the AMAC
Foundation and its
staff are not affiliat-
ed with or endorsed
by the Social Secu-
rity Administration
or any other govern-
mental entity. To sub-
mit a question, visit
our website (amac-
foundation.org/pro-
grams/social-securi-
ty-advisory) or email
us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org.
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Continued from Page 4

there as Roy Rogers
was on Trigger. Vision-
ary, hard-working, cou-
rageous, thick-skinned
and doggedly commit-
ted, he has “bulls-eyed”
numerous targets that
arguably make him the
most effective CEO in
thehistory ofhigher ed-
ucation. The oft-quot-
ed late Houston Oilers
Coach “Bum” Phillips
comes to mind. When
asked if Earl Campbell
was in a class by him-
self, “Bum” drawled, “If
he ain’t, it don’t take
long to call the roll.”

The Texas A&M Sys-
tem now includes eight
universities with total
enrollments exceed-
ing 150,000. There are
some 75,000 at Col-
lege Station, more than
double the number en-
rolled when Sharp took
over.

Both dental and law
schools were acquired,
with the latter ranked
57th nationally five
years later and now
in the top 30. Sharp’s
accomplishments are
many, including his
successful pursuit of an
appropriation of more
than $1 billion for Texas
A&M projects last year
from the Texas Legisla-
ture.....

[ XX ]

Sharp, 73, isn’t be-

volunteered to help his
successor, fellow Ag-
gie and current Texas
Comptroller Glenn He-
gar, in all the ways that
he can. (Maroon blood
doesn’t change colors
at retirement.)

Finally, I'm given the
chance to expound on
the correct pronunci-
ation of “comptroller.”
It is exactly the same
as the pronunciation of
“controller.” True, most
comptrollers call them-
selves “KOMP-trollers.”
Superb “audience-read-
er” that he is, Sharp
likely claimed he was
“controller” in the pres-
ence of academicians,
and KOMP-troller when
addressing most Ag-
gies....

My 30 years of “chan-
celloring” falls light
years short of Sharp’s. |
was elected “most like-
ly to remain left-hand-
ed” in high school,
though, but never once
trapped an armadil-
lo....

[ X X J

Dr. Newbury, longtime
university president,
continues to speak and
write. The Idle Ameri-
can, begun in 2003, ap-
pears weekRly in newspa-
pers throughout Texas.
Contact: 817-447-3872.
Email: newbury@speak-
erdoc.com. Audio ver-
sion at www.speaker-

Continued from Page 4

them for success after
graduation.

Parents: Clear, ac-
cessible information
about their child’s
school performance
helps families make
informed decisions
and advocate for nec-
essary educational re-
sources.

School Districts &
Community Partners:
The A-F system en-
ables school districts
and their network of
partners to identi-
fy underperforming
campuses and allo-
cate resources to sup-
port better outcomes.

Businesses: Em-
ployers rely on A-F
ratings to attract and
retain qualified work-
ers in the communi-
ties where they op-
erate and ensure a
pipeline of qualified
employees.

The Public: The
system provides ev-
ery Texan with a tool
to monitor progress

and ensure public
funds are used effec-
tively to improve pub-
lic education.

“For parents trying
to make the best de-
cisions for their chil-
dren, for businesses
hiring the next gen-
eration of workers,
and for communities
striving to strength-
en their local schools,
the A-F accountability
system is a lifeline,”
Good Reason Houston
CEO Cary Wright said.
“The impact of with-
holding these ratings
is that Texans are left
in the dark.”

While the organi-
zations defer to the
court system and the
parties to the lawsuit
to resolve the under-
lying dispute, they
emphasized that de-
priving the public of
performance infor-
mation for the 1200-
plus school districts
in the state is not
an appropriate solu-
tion.

“Parents, students
and community lead-
ers have not had ac-
cess to these im-
portant measures of
school performance
since the 2018-19
school year,” said Tex-
as 2036 Education
and Workforce Policy
Director Mary Lynn
Pruneda. “Texas fami-
lies should be able to
know more about the
performance of their
schools following the
disruptions caused
by the pandemic. Con-
tinuing to withhold
these performance
scores is making a
lasting impact on Tex-

as families as they try
to prepare the next
generation for suc-
cess as they graduate
high school.”

About Texas 2036

Texas 2036 is a non-
profit public policy or-
ganization committed
to building long-term,
data-driven strategies
to ensure Texas’ pros-
perity up to its bicen-
tennial and beyond.
Our solutions are non-
partisan, grounded in
thorough research and
focus on critical issues
that seek to improve
lives and opportunities
for all Texans.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (855) 808-4152 to donate

your car, truck, boat, RV,
and more today!

m Support Veteran Nonprofits.
H Free Pickup & Towing.
u Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle Today

855-808-4152

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt72
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we find that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or
recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (855) 808-4152.
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NEED EXTRA CASH !!! 22?

1 BUY RVs &
MOBILE HOMES

Travel Trailers « 5th Wheels
Goosenecks « Bumper Pulls
In Any Area!!! Any Condition!!!
Dirty or Clean !!!

| PAY CASH 956-466-7001

Old/New !

[,

\WE BU

OIL, GAS, &
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)

Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422
LOBO MINERALS, LLC

ing fitted for a rocking doc.com.

chair. He has already

No Title — No Problem — We Can Apply For One

ANR Enterprises

PO Box 1800 + Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com
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1. Is the book of 2 Peter (K]JV) in the Old or New Testament
or neither?

2. How did God identify Himself when speaking from the
burning bush? I'am who I'am, King of all, Jesus Christ, Lord
of Jehovah

3. Which of these was not one of the 10 plagues in Egypt?
Locusts, Wicked skins to stone, Water turned to blood,
Livestock diseased

4. 2 Kings 19 and which other book and chapter are almost
alike word for word? Jeremiah 50, Job 16, Isaiah 37, Deu-
teronomy 7

5. Whichjudge of Israel had 30 sons? Samson, Jair, Ephraim,
Gideon

6. What king dug wells in the desert? Abner, Isaac, Uzziah,
Abimelech
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FEATURES FROM THE BIBLE

TRUTH IN SCRIPTURE
Abram Builds Altars
Genesis 12

Soon there was
famine in the land
{ '\ and Abram took his
family to Egypt

fora time,

Abram left his homeland and his family as
the Lord had told him to do. He took with him
his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot and all the
possessions they had accumulated and the
people they had acquired in Haran and
they went to the land of Canaan.

The group traveled inte Canaan to Shechem.
Although the Canaanites inhabited the land
the Lord appeared to Abram
and promised to Abram's
offspring the land. Abram
built an altar to the Lord.
Next he traveled east of
Bethel and pitched his

tent and built an altar to
the Lord and called on
the name of the Lord.

Jliruions be P Rorcher copyrighe £ 201

This Devotional & Directory
is made possible by these
businesses who encourage all of

us to attend worship services.

ANGLICAN
St. Andrews Anglican Church
200 North Easton, 254-559-3172
Donald Sackett, Priest
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Christian Fellowship Church
810 E. Elm, 254-559-8436
Tom Moore, Min.

La Hermosa Assembly of God
909 Jeanette St., 254-559-7329
Raul Duran, Min.
BAPTIST
Bethany Baptist
1911 W. Walker, 254-559-5083
Don Bearden, Min.
Bethel Baptist
804 S. James, 254-559-2072
Clarence Holliman, Min.
Calvary Baptist
401 S. Camden, 254-559-7364
Dan Nelson, Min.
Crystal Falls Baptist
FM 578, Crystal Falls
Danny Lee, Min.
Eliasville Baptist
Eliasville
Wayne Peters, Min.

First Baptist Church
301 S. Rose, 254-559-2295
Andy Rodgers, Min.

First Baptist Church of Woodson
Woodson, Jeremy Smith, Min.
Gunsight Baptist
Hwy. 183 S., 254-559-1620
Rex Boggs, Min.

Mount Olive Baptist
518 S. Dunnigan, 254-559-2500
Gregory Morris, Sr., Min.
Necessity Baptist
7150 C.R. 144, Caddo, 254-559-6775,
John Kinman, Pastor
New Hope Baptist #3
FM 717, Ranger, 254-647-1515
Ronny Guess, Min.

Rose Avenue Baptist
702 N. Rose Ave., 817-724-4047
Russell Brock, Pastor
Trinity Baptist
36 CR 327, 254-559-7405
Pastor Herman (Butch) Hinkle, Jr.
BIBLE
Lord’s Old-Time Gospel
West Elliott, 254-559-8051
The Church of Breckenridge
405 Sunset, 254-559-9790
CATHOLIC
Sacred Heart Catholic
208 S. Miller, 254-559-2860
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
First Christian
101 E. Williams, 254-559-2744
First Christian of Woodson
Michael Patrick, Min.
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints
530 CR 179, Eastland, 435-640-6103
Doug Smith, Branch President
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
Christian Science
401 S. McAmis
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Central Church of Christ
Woodson
Royce Priddy, Min.
Church of Christ
1701 W. Elliott, 254-559-2558
Don Nelson, Min.
Church of Christ
1314 W. Jeanette, 254-559-5001
Albany Church of Christ
417 N. Main Street, 325-762-2078
Russell Scott, Minister
Eliasville Church of Christ
Eliasville - Norman Carpenter, Min.
CONTEMPORARY
Real Church
515 N. Graham Ave.; W.S. 10:30 a.m.

INTERDENOMINATIONAL
Victory Life Church
1612 Hwy. 180 E, 254-559-3600
Dr. Craig Smee, Lead Pastor
JEHOVAH’S WITNESS
Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses
202 FM 3099, 254-559-6830
LUTHERAN
Trinity Lutheran Church
Hwy. 180, Albany, 915-762-3227
Thomas Chandler, Min.
METHODIST
First Methodist Church
419 W. Walker, 254-559-8208
Samantha Chambers, Pastor
St. Paul United Methodist
1504 E. Elm, 254-559-3685
Samantha Chambers, Pastor
NONDENOMINATIONAL
Eolian Community Church
7162 CR 292, 254-559-3829
Genoa Goad, Min.

River of Life Fellowship
122 E. Lindsey, 254-522-8981
James Stewart, Min.

The Light of the World
600 N. Breckenridge Ave.
Inocencio Briones, Min.

The Ridge Cowhoy Church @ Lakeside
108 CR 221, 325-370-7673
PENTECOSTAL
The Lighthouse
1509 E. Walker, 254-559-6077
Rev. Will Anderson
PRESBYTERIAN
First Preshyterian Church
1601 W. Elliott, 254-559-2484
Pastor Linda Buchanan Leveridge

Have changes?
Need something added?
Email design@grahamleader.com.

BRECKENRIDGE
PARTS

“Complete line of auto & engine supplies”
1811 W. WALKER » BRECKENRIDGE, TX 76424
294-539-8241

4437

UFM@SE  All Kinds of Native
] el Grass Seed, Field Seed,

211 (R151 « Breckenridge, TX 76424 « 1-800-722-8616
www.turnerseed.com

4460

Wildlife Seed, and
Wildflower Seed

of Breckenridge & Albany
Traditional Funerals, Cremations, Monuments, Pre-Planning

1.800.372.5421 * Obit Line: 254.559.0BIT

www.morehartmortuary.net

4457

PROUDLY SERVING BRECKENRIDGE SINCE 1965

MELTON-KITCHENS

Chunecral Q/aﬂw

95/-559-3311 | meltonkitchens.com

Want to support the
church directory?

Call Krystin at 254-559-5412
or email
admgr@breckenridgeamerican.com
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CLASSIFIEDS

Breckenridge American 2354-559-5412

breckenridgeamerican.com/classifieds « classified@grahamleader.com

Line Ad Rate:
$15 for 15 words or less
Over 15 words, 50¢ a word

Line Ad Deadlines
9:00 am Monday

(Classified line ad: an ad that
runs with only words, no box)

GET IT SOLD with a Classified Ad

250 CAMPERS/TRAILERS 600 AUCTIONS

27" Dutchmen Sport
Travel Trailer, good
condition, pictures
available, $5,600. Call
817-304-9950.

29099

510 HELP WANTED

(1) MEDICAL
TECHNOLOGIST
BRECKENRIDGE, TEXAS
STEPHENS MEMORIAL
HOSPITAL

Medical technologist;
perform tests to obtain
data for use in diagnosis
& treatment. Min.
Requirements: Bachelor's
Degree Medical
Technology/Clinical
Laboratory Science;
12 months experience;
Certification: American
Medical Technologist
(AMT) or American Society
for Clinical Pathology
(ASCP). Wage: $50,000.
Interested parties,
please send resume to
HR, 200 S Geneva St,
Breckenridge, TX 76424
or apply at https://tinyurl.
com/ 3xfbrafh.

KUBOTA M00O, MPWD, TRACTOR, CAB, AIR, W/
LA 1251 LOADER, 1676 HRS.

2014 TOYOTA CAMRY SE, 230.000 MILES

1.D. 1520 TRACTOR

2013 HARLEY DAVIDSON, LOW MILES, ULTRA
LIMITED, 110 ANNIVERSARY, #2717-3750

1968 CLUB CAR, GOLF CART-NEEDS BATTERIES

2018 HONDA TWA00 TRAIL WAGON- ATV

(2) POLARIS 400 ATV, NEEDS WORK

1.D. GATOR 4X2

5X10 F.8. TRAILER W/ RAMP

12-FT. .. DRAG TYPE TANDEM

10-FT. DRAG TYPE TANDEM

20.8 X 38 10 HOLE DUALS W/HUBS

1.0. 230 22-FT. TANDEM-FIELD READY

1.0. 1517 BATWING SHREDDER

MOWHAWK BATWING SHREDDER

(2) 6FT. & 5FT. BOX BLADES

3-PT. 9 SHANK GRAHAM HOEME CHISEL

3-PT. LONG TANDEM, KING KUTTER BLADE

NUT HUSTLER PECAN SPRAYER

(3) 3-PT. RHINO, HOWSE, SHEDDERS, 5 & 6 FT.

J.0. MDL.B GRAIN DRILL

3-PT. 7 SHANK SPRING CHISEL

OVERHEAD FUEL TANK

200-GAL. PULLTYPE SPRAYER

MISC. LOT 4-IN. &2 2/8 IN. PIPE

TORO PUSH MOWER

FUEL TRAILER W/ 250-GAL. TANK

100-GAL FUEL TANK W/ 12V, PUMP

HUSTLER 54-IN., ZERO TURN, 762 HRS.

FERRIS IS 5000, 72IN., MOWER W/ CAT
DIESEL MTR.

(2) J.D. EZ TRAK MOWERS-NEEDS WORK

(2) MILLER BOBCAT 225 G WELDERS, 459 HRS.

DON'T
FORGET!

Classified Ads are

AUCTION

10 A.M. SATURDAY, APRIL 12
1418 C.R. 143 « Cisco, TX 76437

Directions: From IH-20, exit 330 in Cisco, take south access road west
4.7 miles, south on C.R. 143, 2 miles, east % mile, auction on left.

JIM & DEBBIE BAKER WILL OFFER
THE FOLLOWING AT AUCTION:

2426 2 24 5 2 26 54 2 2 2 4 2 2 56 6 2 2 56 2 2 56 6 2 5 54k 2 5 5 2 2 56 56 2 5 5 6 2 56 26 2 2 5 5 2 2 5 5 6 5 6 0 %
*NO BUYERS PREMIUM*
TERMS OF SALE: CASH OR CHECK WITH PROPER ID
*NO CREDIT CARDS, DEBIT CARDS, VENMO, OR PAYPAL*
RONNIE INGRAM TX. LIC.#11408, ronniesas@sbcglobal.net

INGRAM AUCTIONEER
PHONE# 254-653-7367 or 254-442-9900

WELDING TRAILER W/ BOTTLE RACKS

CHUTE EXTENSIONS, PALPATION CAGE

CRAFTSMAN TOOLBOX

DIESEL HEATER, GENERATOR

CUTTING TORCH SET

12V. SPRAYERS, YARD TOOLS

TABLE SAW, RADIALARM SAW

NAPA IND. UPRIGHT AIR COMP.

AIRTOOLS, WRENCHES, SHOP TOOLS

HOUSEHOLD & FURNITURE

(3) 4 POSTER KING BEDROOM SUITES,
DRESSER, CHEST, ARMOIRE-VERY NICE

LEATHER COUCH, SOFA, CHAIR-LIKE NEW

MISC. DISHES--POTS--PANS

GUN CABINET, WESTERN OFFICE DESK

GLIDER ROCKER, END TABLES

(2) OAK DINING TABLES W/ CHAIRS

CHINA CABINET, OUTDOOR FURNITURE

ENTERTAINMENT CENTER W/ ELECT. FIREPLACE

WHIRLPOOL SIDE-BY-SIDE REFR.

PIT BOSS PELLET GRILL W/COVER

HOME DECOR, ALL HOLIDAY DECOR

BAR STOOLS, GLASS TOP TABLE

PICNIC TABLE

SADDLES & TACK

CIRCLEY KIDS ROPING SADDLE

(2) CIRCLEY BARREL SADDLES

CIRCLEY ROPING SADDLE

MISC. BRIDLES, SHOW HALTERS, BITS

BLANKET RACK, WINTER BLANKETS

(3) HORSE FEEDERS, HAY RACK

(2) ROLLS 2X4 HORSE WIRE, SEV.T- POST

SHOW BOX, LAMB FEEDERS, FANS

GO TO AUCTIONZIRCOM FOR PHOTOS

29335

ONLINE!

Place your ad
today and get
double exposure!
254-559-5412

breckenridgeamerican.com

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK
@BRECKENRIDGEAMERICAN

To Place Your Ad:
254-559-54172

advmgr@breckenridgeamerican.com
Run Your Show & Sell Ad*
for as litfle as $14.95!

*Show & Sell pricing not available for real property ads (homes, mobile homes, etc.)

To Subscribe:
254-559-5412

circulation@grahamleader.com
Get Free Unlimited Online Access
With Your Home Delivery Subscription!

The Breckenridge American Classifieds
make it easy fo connect with local buyers
and sellers - in print and online!

Breckenridge American
CLASSIFIEDS
WWW.BRECKENRIDGEAMERICAN.COM » 254-559-5412

CAMPBELL

FARM & RANCH

LEGACY RANCHES * RAW LAND INVESTMENTS
GRAZING LAND * HUNTING RANCHES

WWW.CFRLAND.COM | 940.549.7700
801 ELM STREET, GRAHAM, TEXAS 76450

Place'your

ad today!
254-559-5412

700 FOR RENT - APARTMENTS

CONQUISTADOR
APARTMENTS

1101 West Elliott © Breckenridge, TX 76424

ACAN

s 254-559-6792

VACANCIES

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS

On-Site Laundry

Close to Schools * Quality Affordable

SECTION 8 HOUSING AVAILABLE
— HANDICAP UNIT AVAILABLE —
— COME CHECK US OUT -

TDD# 800-735-2989

This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider/Employer

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

4653

NEED A
JOB?

NEED
EMPLOYEES?

The Classifieds bring
together job seekers
and potential
employers every day.

Breckenridge

American

Featuring new listings
every Wednesday!

254-559-5412

Support these
local businesses!

The advertisers you see in this
publication are who make it possible
for us to bring the news to you.

The Breckenridge American
appreciates their support and we
encourage our readers to support them.
These small businesses recognize the
value of their customers and work
hard to show you.

Supporting these local businesses
supports your community and your
community news source.

Even Exchange

ANswars
Rride. Bring . Flate, Slate
. Mickel, Nicked
. Danny, Dandy

. Forge, Force

1

2, Cresl, Crsl
3. Laller, Litler
4
5

W o~

Chill, Chil
Talker, Tartksr 100 Ausling Auslen

SCRAMBLERS
solution
1. Assure 2. Merge;
3. Closure; 4. Fretty

Today’s Word
TREASURER

— King Crossword —
Answers
Solution time: 23 mins.

D3| =|r|=<|m|=

IF YOU HAD KNEE OR HIP REPLACEMENT

ACREAGE SURGERY and suffered an infection due to use of a

Bair Hugger (Blue Blanket), between 2020 and the

Waterfront Land Sale — April 16th Only. Off of  present time, you may be entitled to compensation. Call
Matagorda Bay, Texas’ newest waterfront community.  attorney Charles H. Johnson, 800-535-5727.

Featuring 1-3 acre bay access starting at $49,900. By
appointment only, 830-310-6195.

ENERGY Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by

N Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the
Backup power — peace of mind. Get a standard

compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One.
warranty of 7 years, $849 value. Call 888-925-0261,  Fyec information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Briggs & Stratton Energy Solutions.

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac OlL & GAS RIGHTS

Home Standby Generator. Actnow to receive a FREE e huy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-  4nd producing including Non-Participating Royalty

704-8579 toda,y to schedule a free quote. It’s not just  [pgerest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an
a generator. It’s a power move. offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo

Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
EVENTS 1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.
Seguin — 54th Texas Ladies State Chili Championship, WATER DAMAGE

Sat., April 12, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., Max Starcke Park East,
650 River Dr. Chili, Craft and Food Vendors, Music, WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:
A small amount of water can lead to major damage

Silent Auction, Raffles, Family Fun! Visitseguin.com,
in your home. Our trusted professionals do complete

MEDICAL

830-401-5000.

WORLD’S LARGEST GUN SHOW — April 5 & repairs to protect your family and your home’s value!
6, Tulsa, OK Fairgrounds, Saturday 8-6, Sunday 8-4, Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027. Have zip code of service
Wanenmacher’s Tulsa Arms Show. Free appraisals. location ready when you call!

Bring your guns! www.TulsaArmsShow.com.

WANTED

HOME IMPROVEMENT X
Need Extra Cash — I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath  ~Travel Trailers, 5Sth Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper
or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time, ~Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition — Old/New, Dirty
waiving ALL installation costs! (Additional terms or Clean! I PAY CAS$H. No Title — No Problem, we
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR
ends 3/30/25.) Call 1-855-965-0841. Enterprises, 956-466-7001!

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network
200 Participating Texas Newspapers ¢ Regional Ads

Start At $250 « Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

WHEN PUBLIC NOTICES
REACH THE PUBLIC,
EVERYONE BENEFITS.

Some officialswant fo move nofices fro
newspapers fo government-run website“s,
where they may not be easily fsund. *

(

This is like putting the fox in
charge of the hen house.

Keep Public Notices
in Newspapers

MEDIA
ALLIANCE

www.newsmediaalliance.org

24629
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800 PUBLIC/LEGAL NOTICES

ADVERTISEMENT FOR
BIDS COUNTY YARD
FENCING

The Stephens County,
Texas Commissioner’s
Court will be accepting
sealed bids for building
approximately 475ft
to 500ft of fencing at
the County yard. Bid
specifications may be
picked up at the office
of the Commissioner’s
Court, Stephens County
Courthouse, 200 West

Specifications will be
mailed upon request by
calling 254-559-2371.
Bids will be accepted
until 10:00 a.m. on
Monday, April 14, 2025,
at which time bids will
be considered by the
Commissioner’s Court
during their regular
meeting. Faxed bids will
not be accepted. Any bid
may be withdrawn before
the scheduled time.
Any bid received after

Stephens County, Texas,
reserves the right to
accept or reject any and
all bids or to accept the
bid or bids that appear to
best serve the interests
of Stephens County, TX.
STEPHENS COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS COURT
By: /s/ Michael C. Roach
Michael C. Roach, County
Judge

CD Wrecker Service
100 East First Street
Breckenridge, TX 76424

NTERTAINMEN

OUT ON A LIMB by Gary Kopervas

Midweek
Edition

DT Kirg Femtires Hynrizww e A

Walker, Room 115,
Breckenridge, TX 76424.

the stated deadline will
be returned unopened.

254-212-2191
0659211VSF
www.tdlr.texas.gov
2016 Honda Rancher 4x4
ES/ Red ATV

Two hundred dollar,
sixty dollar for mileage
and notification fee fifty
dollars

Total storage charges
cannot be computed until
the vehicle is claimed.
The storage charge will
accrue daily until the
vehicle is released.

THE SPATS by Jeff Pickering
——— 2

T
TEI)ER BUTTONS

Errors & Adjustments: Please check your ad the
first day that it runs to see that all of the information
is correct. This will ensure that your ad is exactly what
you want readers to see. Call us at 254-559-5412 the
firstday if you find an error. We must limit our financial
responsibilities, if any, to the charge for the space and
cannot be responsible for incorrect ads after the first
day of publication.
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| HAS AN APP waT
LISKS QUESKS

PID You REALLY
JUST SWiPE
RIGHT oM THAT?

Why Public Notice Should
Remain in Newspapers

THIS 15 NO MERE GAME

CARTRIDGE. T IS THC

PORTAL To THE ELDER
EVIL AHTAR-EE!

PROBABLY. | WAVE
LOME To GNE You

THERE Yoy ARE!
THE FAMED PoPEVE
AD., HIS FRIEND:

"THE LOWHRES TERROR AHTAR-EL oNCE
LONGED To RELEASE AN UNRELENTING B-8IT
HORROR ON US ALLP

Along with open meeting
and freedom of information
laws, public notice is an
essential element of the

Since the first U.S. Congress,
public officials have
understood that newspapers

hree-1 are the best medium
t ele egged to notify the public about — — m—
stoo official matters because T ouly kY 10 FOREVER TRAPPED " s s T vEAR
of government they contain the ] - o BRTION PARTY
transparency essential <
elements of ST
public notice:
Newspapers
remain the primary
vehicle for public h g b
- . y Donna Pettman
© nicen T Even Exchange
Lach numbered row contains two clues and two 6-letter answors. The two answers differ from cach
all 50 states 888 other by anly ane letter, which has alvcady been inserted. For example, it vou exchange the A from
MASTLER for an I, you get MISTEER. Do not change the order of the Latters.
IndePendence 1. Wedding star D _ Salt water N
I:l _ ._.. AL — 2. Top of the wave B _ Loaf's outer layer U
== § E vs @ =@ 3. Second of two _ A Highway debris I
= Verlﬁablllty 4. Relax, will you? I B Tex-Mex stew o
This is not about » Z E_T:a“,‘;:tf“ T - —— ;" shie | s N ——
“newspapers vs the internet”. ‘é ] (iR ley —— He-gray cowor ————
’ Archivabilit 7.5-centpiece L Scratehed 0 ]
It S neWSpaperS a‘nd rchivabrity 8."Oh boy” N Fine and D
newspaper Websites Vs 9. Kiln G Power strength T _
government websites Publishi ) 10. Texas capital _ __ __ __ | __ NovelistJane _ _ _ _E_
and newspaper websites have s . 119 notices
a much larger audience. on the Internet SCRAMBLERS
MOVing notice from newspapers is neither Uniseramble the letters within each rectangle b form four ordinary words. Then
tO government WebSiteS W0u|d @ rearranga the bowed latters to farm the mystery ward, which will completa the gag!
reduce the presence of public cheap ; Soothe
notices on the internet nor free Dy : SUSARE — — —
g Blend I:l
: GEMER __ 1 __  _ __
]
. s e . i SOCRUEL L1 __
O Newsprint is inherently superior ;
D to the internet for public notice i TRyPer I |
because reading a newspaper is a serendipitous process. “Before I give my report, remember — TDD D
Twarngd yau about electing me a3
We find things in newspapers we weren’t expecting to ~
see. On the internet, we search for specific information
and ignore everything else. 2
Crossword
ACROSS T2 B [4 5 [6 |7 o [10 |11
e Significant 1 "Li'l Abner"
O= numbers of .‘ |. creator 12 13
— | peopleinrural 5 Yellowstone 73
: areas still lack grazer
g : high-speed 8 Cymbal's kin 19
Citizens contmu.e intgerneI:: access Moreover, the real 12 Petri dish gel
to learn about vital " digital divid 24
civic matters from Those who are older lglta vide 13 Sturgeon
HewsDADEr than 65 or who have for pubhc notice product 57 |28 |29
| i lack . . i
(PP nigh-school diplomas 18 gTOWing 14 gnoient Dead
tices. J > : Sea land R
no are also cut off from due to the massive 15 Fi
Documented examples of the internet in far migration to smartphones Il_'-.‘rCEFIESS 35
people taking action and higher numbers than and other small-screen 17 Milan money,
alerting their community the average. digital devices once 37
after reading a newspaper 18 PC alternative
notice are reported on a 41
regular basis. 19 Sheryl _-
m Requiring independent, third- Sandberg 15 23 l4a 45 |45 |47
L o party newspapers to ensure that best seller
Verifying publication ! public notices run in accordance 21 Grating 48 49 50
is d'ff'C}'bllt-to- he web with the law helps 24 Harangue
impossible on the web. u 51 52 53
That’s why the courts prevent government 25 Pzzzcn;pper
subject digital evidence to i idi . .
far greater scrutiny 9fﬁc1als i:rom h1d1ng 26 With passion 49 Colorful card 8 Trattoria des- 31 Actress Reid
than evidence information 30 Monk's title game serts 34 Indigenous
published in they would prefer the public not to see 31 Piguant 50 Sleek, incar 9 VahallaVIP 35 Sea off
repRREn 32 Tic-tac-toe lingo 10 Sushi wrap- Greece
S . in 51 Salinger girl per 37 Comic Carrey
Governments aren’t very good at publishing information s wi .
on the internet. Unlike newspaper publishers, ored F 33 Hit song by 52 Journey par‘t 11 Fed. ,agents 38 Like gapders
. : ’ — ABBA 53 Must have 16 Low isle 39 Unrepaired
public officials aren’t compelled by the — 25 Friend 20 Jealousy 40 Detall
free market to operate effective websites. 36 Curved lines DOWN 21 Jazz phrase 41 Toad's kin
37 Jiggly dessert 1 Half- — (latte 22 Estate mea- 44 Away from
sasio 38 Rum cocktalil option) sure WSW
41 Pear-shaped 2 Candle count 23 Burnsome- 45 Formerly
fruit 3 Standard what called
42 Spumante 4 On time 24 Tears apart 46 Three, in
o .
Ch k s f n "n f source 5 IdleorBana 26 Imaginary Rome
ec u o u o e a 43 Agitates 6 Parcel of land 27 Toy store buy 47 Turf
- c 48 Actor 7 Bogart/Bacall 28 Lounge
www.breckenridgeamerican.com Schreiber classic 29 Cellist Ma

Look for answers in the Classifieds.



SPORTS

Lady Bucks struggle
against Maidens

Alex Kielar
news@breckenridgeamerican.com

After narrowly fall-
ing last Tuesday to
the Peaster Lady Grey-
hounds, 3-2, the Lady
Bucks were the first to
get on the scoreboard
to start the game Fri-
day, March 28 against
the Comanche Maid-
ens.

Inthefirstinning, Rae-
gan Robinson ripped a
rocket double off the
right field wall to drive
in Olyvia Perez with
two outs.

The Maidens took the
lead in the third inning
on a two RBI double
to the left-center gap
before two more runs
were scored on an er-
ror later in the inning
and another on a sac-

rifice fly.

The Lady Bucks got
one back in the bottom
of the third as Paisley
Herring scored on an
error after a groundout
by Joni Jackson.

The Maidens were
leading 5-2 after three
innings and that was
as close as the game
would be.

The Lady Bucks
struggled to get outs
in the fourth inning as
the Maidens scored
eight more runs in that
frame, capped with a
bases-clearing triple.

An RBI single by Jack-
son, a two RBI double
by Robinson and a run
scored on an error got
the Lady Bucks back
to within seven runs
at 13-6.

But the Maidens add-

www.breckenridgeamerican.com

Wednesday, April 2, 2025

Joni Jackson swings at a pitch in the Lady Bucks loss to the Maidens last week, in which she recorded two sin-
gles. Jackson walked four times in four plate appearances in their loss to Peaster earlier in the week.

ed 10 more runs in
the sixth, capped by
a three-run homer to
make it 23-6. An infield
single by Aurrin Mathe-
son got the score to
23-7 and that would be
the final.

Olyvia Perez singled twice in three at-bats Friday night against Comanche, com-
ing around to score three runs and walked twice against Peaster last Tuesday.

Photo/Alex Kielar

BHS track competes
at Stephenville

Alex Kielar
news@breckenridgeamerican.com

For their final tuneup
before the district meet
starting today, Breck-
enridge High School
competed Thursday,
March 27 in the Colo-
nel Mobley Optimist
Relays in Stephenville.

The Buckaroos and
Lady Buckaroos each
had a handful of top
six finishers, including
a first-place finish for

Chance Stewart leads the pack in the opening lap of
the 1600-meter run final of the Colonel Mobley Re-
lays in Stephenville, in which he finished in under five
minutes to earn first place Thursday, March 27.

Photo/Alex Kielar

Chance Stewart in the
varsity boys 1600-me-
ter run, a first-place fin-
ish for Kamden Tidwell
in the varsity girls pole
vault and a first-place
finish for Rihana Fuller
in the JV girls discus.

Both varsity teams
will compete today,
Wednesday, April 2 and
tomorrow, Thursday,
April 3, in the district
meet at Bob and Nor-
ma Cervetto Stadium
in Dublin.

Boys’ Varsity Results

1. Abilene Wylie 139;
2. Stephenville 114; 3.
Granbury 107; 4. Breck-
enridge 69; 5. Decatur
64; 6. Brownwood 58;
7. Abilene Cooper 54; 8.
Glen Rose 15

Buckaroos Results
100-meter Dash: 4.
Glen Thibodeaux 11.14;
12.Jaime Cruz 11.64; 20.
Cameron David 12.15
200-meter Dash: 3.
Sawyer Wimberley
23.03; 5. Kennet Medi-
na 23.86; 6. Jaime Cruz
24.07; 15. Lesavier Guti-
errez 24.87; 17. Camer-
on David 24.94
400-meter Dash: 4.
Carlos Alvarado 51.58
800-meter Run: 4.
Chance Stewart 2:08.13;
8. Carlos Alvarado
2:10.64; 14. Andrew
White; 2:18.73
1600-meter Run:
1. Chance Stewart;
4:46.19; 10. Kasen Fer-
guson 5:06.96; 11. Ga-
briel Garcia 5:11.32
3200-meter Run: 5.
Gabriel Garcia 10:53.29;
6. Kasen Ferguson
10:56.05
110-meter Hurdles: 7.
Slayden Young 18.28; 8.
John Sackett 18.59
300-meter Hurdles:
2. Slayden Young 41.63;
14. John Sackett 47.79
4x100 Relay: 6. Breck-
enridge 44.94

Bucks
sweep
Lions

Alex Kielar
news@breckenridgeamerican.com

With two 11-1 wins
Tuesday, March 25
and Friday, March 28,
the Buckaroos (7-8-1,
5-1) swept the Dub-
lin Lions (5-10, 0-6)
last week for their
fourth and fifth wins
in a row.

Nieko Martinez
went 4-for-4 in the
first game, doubling
in the second and
fifth innings and sin-
gling in the first and
fourth innings.

Jaxon Escalon sin-
gled in the first two
runs of the game in
the first inning and
the Bucks added to
their early lead when
Hudson Woodward
singled in arunin the
second before Mar-
tinez drove in two
more on his first dou-
ble of the game.

The lead got out to
6-1 in the third inning
when Cooper Wim-
berley drove in a run
on a ground ball.

On the mound for
the Bucks was Cam-
eron David, who al-
lowed one run on
four hits and four
walks while striking
out two over five in-
nings.

4x200 Relay: 4. Breck-
enridge 1:30.62

4x400 Relay: 2. Breck-
enridge 3:27.09

Long Jump: 16. Le-
savier Gutierrez 17-05

Triple Jump: 6. An-
drew White 39-06

Pole Vault: 7. Emil-
lio Castorena 11-06; 7.
Cameron David 11-06

Discus: 11. Christian
Flores 121-10; 12. Na-
than Roberts 117-01;
16. Dogulas White 110-
11.5

Shot Put: 8. Christian
Flores 45-7.25;15. Doug-
las White 40-2.5; 17.
Brandon Niblett 38-7.5

Girls' Varsity Results
1. Abilene Wylie
122.60; 2. Stephenville
120.60; 3. Brownwood
105; 4. Decatur 95.60;
5. Granbury 47.20; 6.
Breckenridge 38; 7.
Glen Rose 37; 8. Abilene
Cooper 36; 9. Coahoma

Photo/Alex Kielar

Nieko Martinez waits on second during the
Bucks game against Early. The Bucks swept the
Dublin Lions last week, with Martinez recording
four hits in the win Tuesday as they won 11-1 in
both that game and Friday.

In Friday’s game,
Zachary Beltran led
the way with three
hits in four at-bats.
Dublin got on the
board first this time
around, but it was all
that the Bucks would
allow in the game.

It didn’t take long
for the Bucks to
take the lead as they
scored four runs in
the second inning.
Hunter Davis drove
in two runs on a sin-
gle and David and
Wimberley each
drove in a run on RBI
grounders.

Beltran singled to
center field to add a

16; 10. Dublin 2

Lady Bucks Results
100-meter Dash: 7.
Paisley Herring 13.30;
12. Ava Russell 13.70
200-meter Dash: 11.
Abbigail Duran 29.13;
13. Lane Bartoskewitz
29.23; 14. Ava Russell
29.90
400-meter Dash:
7. Sayler Townson
1:05.33; 11. Ruthie Val-
dez 1:06.83; 13. Karsyn
Smalley 1:07.96
800-meter Run:
15. Sayler Townson
2:40.09; 22. Isabelle Bid-
dison 2:54.96
1600-meter Run: 13.
Lizandra Rubio 6:12.25;
19. Haylee Stinnett
6:40.30; 20. Kendra
Palacios 6:47.31
3200-meter Run: 8. Li-
zanadraRubio 13:51.91;
13. Kendra Palacios
15:23.82; 14. Emma
McIntosh 16:17.73

Photo/Alex Kielar

fifth run for the Bucks
in the third inning.
Canyon Shirley was
on the hill for Buck-
aroos and allowed a
run on four hits and
no walks over 4 1/3
innings while striking
out four.

Woodward record-
ed two hits over four
at-bats and Davis led
the walk party with
three out of the Bucks
10 total free passes.

As of the end of
the game Friday, the
Bucks sit in second
place in 3A Region 1
District 8, just behind
Peaster, who is 4-0 in
district play.

100-meter Hurdles:
17. Emily Jones 20.73

300-meter Hurdles:
15. Emily Jones 56.45

4x100 Relay: 5. Breck-
enridge 52.11

4x200 Relay: 4. Breck-
enridge 1:49.38

4x400 Relay: 6. Breck-
enridge 4:18.59

High Jump: 10. Miley
Roberts 4-06

Long Jump: 18. Isa-
belle Biddison 13-02;
19. Paisley Herring 12-
11.5

Triple Jump: 7. Kam-
den Tidwell 33-3.5

Pole Vault: 1. Kamden
Tidwell 10-09

Discus: 2. Joni Jack-
son 113-07; 7. Maria
Duran 94-5.5; 10. Rylee
Fuller 88-2.5

Shot Put: 3. Joni Jack-
son 35-01; 7. Maria Du-
ran 30-7.75; 15. Rylee
Fuller 28-5.5

See our website for JV
results.



