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City mulls over options 
for new fi re station

FCCLA 
taking 12 
to state 
contest

Staff  Report
editor@breckenridgeamerican.com

The Breckenridge High 
School Family, Career 
and Community Leaders 
of America (FCCLA) will 
be competing in contests 
Thursday, April 10 through 
Saturday, April 12 at the FC-
CLA State Leadership Con-
ference in Dallas.

To get to the state com-
petition, those 12 girls com-
peted Friday, Feb. 28, in the 
Region II FCCLA competi-
tion in Waco and performed 
well enough to advance.

“The FCCLA students 
worked diligently to pre-
pare since prior to Christ-
mas and then really worked 
hard after the Christmas 
break,” FCCLA Adviser Deb-
orah Parker said. “Their 
hard work paid off with all 

Alex Kielar
news@breckenridgeamerican.com

While everyone is on the 
same page regarding the 
Breckenridge Fire Depart-
ment needing an upgrade to 
the current fi re station, the 
city commission is split on 
how to move forward.

A decision will soon be 
made on whether to de-
molish the existing building 
and construct a completely 
new metal building on the 
remaining slab, construct a 
new metal building on the 
same property but leave the 
empty building or renovate 
the existing building.

A lengthy discussion re-
garding the next step for the 
fi re station phasing was had 
during the commission’s 
meeting Tuesday, April 1.

Phase one was completed 
last month, which involved 
placing temporary living 
quarters on the parking lot 
north of the fi re station.

While the fi re department 
sees a noticeable upgrade 
in their living quarters 
with the temporary build-
ing, they pleaded with the 
city commission for a new 
building to be erected and 
were adamant that the cur-
rent building should be de-
molished.

A major concern is that 
if a new building is erect-
ed without demolishing 
the old building, it would 
sit there and deteriorate 
and cause potential other 
issues. 

City staff created an ad 
hoc committee to come up 
with solutions for address-
ing the fi re station and after 
further discussion, had re-
quested commissioners to 
obtain a feasibility study to 
get more defi nitive informa-
tion on the condition of the 
existing fi re station and the 
cost to remodel.

Gary Baker & Associates 

(GBA) completed the feasi-
bility study and estimated a 
remodel price at $1,182,134 
and the engineered new 
building at $2,221,524. With 
the city adding 10% for ar-
chitecture/engineering and 
35% for contingency, which 
wasn’t added by GBA, the 
remodel price was estimat-
ed at $1,714,094 and the 
new building at $1,423,419.

One of the biggest is-

Breckenridge Fire Chief Malcolm Bufkin talks to the City 
Commission at their meeting Tuesday, April 1 regarding the 
current situation with the fi re station.
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See Fire station, Page 3

See FCCLA, Page 2

A two-vehicle wreck occurred at approximately 12:30 p.m. Monday, April 7 on Industrial 
Loop in front of Woodland Village Apartments. � ere were no serious injuries reported. 
However, one person was transported to Stephens Memorial Hospital. A horse being 
carried in the horse trailer pictured also sustained minor injuries.

Photo/Alex Kielar

One transported after two-vehicle wreck

City seeks grant for sidewalk project

See Sidewalk, Page 2

Alex Kielar
news@breckenridgeamerican.com

While there are cer-
tain areas with sidewalks 
that create alternative 
ways to get around than 
just driving in Brecken-
ridge, the city is looking 
to expand upon that.

The Transportation 

Alternatives (TA) pro-
gram has funded local 
project sponsors for 
planning projects, in-
cluding sidewalks, on-
and off-street bikeways, 
shared use paths and 
other non-motorized 
safety infrastructure for 
communities through-
out Texas. 

While the funding nor-
mally covers 80% with 
local government paying 
20%, Breckenridge qual-
ifi es for Transportation 
Development Credits 
(TDC) which would cov-
er them at 100%. 

With a detailed ap-

With a portion of US 180 currently having sidewalks, the city is hoping to add more in 
helping to create alternate modes of transportation.

Photo/Alex Kielar
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Obituaries

Amber (Dickenson) Stoker
March 4, 1981 – March 30, 2025

Amber Stoker, age 44 of Breckenridge, passed away 
Sunday, March 30, 2025. Funeral services will be held 
at 2 p.m. Saturday, April 5 at Bethany Baptist Church 
with Rev. Don Bearden and Will Thompson offi  ciating. 
Visitation will be held from 6 to 7:30 p.m. Friday, April 
4 at Morehart Mortuary. 

Amber Nichole Dickenson was born March 4, 1981 
in Midland to parents Ronald Dickenson and Rebecca 
Lambert Dickenson. She attended schools in Brecken-

ridge and was a proud member of the Breckenridge High School class of 1999. 
Amber worked in home healthcare, serving many members of the community 
throughout the years. Most recently, she began working at The Woodlands Assist-
ed Living in Eastland as the HR Director. She loved spending time with her fami-
ly and friends, especially her children. She also enjoyed cooking and making big 
messy meals for her loved ones. She was preceded in death by her grandparents, 
Delbert and Willadean Dickenson, James Rhodes, and Martha Horelica.

Amber is survived by her three children, Addison Dickenson-Stoker, Aryn Stoker 
and Abygail Stoker; her parents, Ronny Dickenson and Becky Lambert Dickenson; 
her sister, Cassy Peacock and husband Preston; niece and nephews, Preslea Leath 
and husband Wylie, Ethan Peacock, Ayden Peacock; partner, Gary Sullivan; and 
many friends.

Memorials may be made to The Woodlands Assisted Living and may be left at 
Morehart Mortuary. Condolences may be made online at www.morehartmortu-
ary.net.

FCCLA
Continued from Page 1

Sidewalk
Continued from Page 1

of the students ad-
vancing in their cho-
sen area.”

Gabby Smith and 
Kasey Walker will be 
participating in the 
Level 2 Professional 
Presentation contest. 
The pair presented a 
discussion about Red 
Dye 40 at the regional 
contest.

Also competing in 
the Level 2 Profession-

al Presentation con-
test are Alana Williams 
and Brenna Groene, 
who presented a dis-
cussion about Tech-
nology and Children 
at the regional contest.

Kelsie Brazile and 
Emily Morin will com-
pete in the Level 2 
Focus on Children 
contest. The team pre-
sented their Pancakes 
with Santa project at 
the regional meet.

Emery Smith and 
Sylee Mitchell will 
compete in the Lev-
el 2 Sports Nutrition 
con test. They created 
a nutritional plan for 
a BHS softball play-
er and presented that 
plan at the regional 
meet.

Participating in the 
Level 2 Texas Cupcake 
Presentation, an indi-
vidual event, are Ma-
dai Alvarado, Kend-

ra Palacios, and 
Melissa Pala-
cios.

Gillian Wood 
will be compet-
ing in the Level 2 
Texas Toys That 
Teach competi-
tion.

Parker said, 
“We wish these 
girls great suc-
cess.”

plication due in June, 
the city is planning 
on submitting one for 
the implementation of 
sidewalks and ADA ac-
cessibility, on both the 
north and south side 
of US 180 from Sunset 
Blvd to Wilson St. 

The current cost esti-
mate is approximately 
$2.4 million according 
to the project overview. 
The city will have res-
olution of support for 
the project on the May 
agenda, and if their ap-
plication moves for-
ward by TXDOT Com-
mission in October, 

they will need another 
resolution stating that 
the city would assume 
responsibility for over-
ages of the project. 

City Manager Cyn-
thia Northrop said that 
there is an estimated 
95% chance that the 
city will be selected to 
move forward with the 
application. However, 
she also said that there 
is only an estimated 
20% chance that the 
project will actually get 
funded. 

“There’s just a lot of 
people that are apply-
ing for funds and there’s 
not enough money,” 
Northrop said. “[TX-
DOT is] doing a lot of 
the work in submitting 

the applications, so we 
will keep you posted 
on that.”

The city will need to 
get letters of support 
from businesses and 
community members 
to submit with the de-
tailed application in 
June. 

“We definitely do 
need sidewalks out 
there, so businesses 
would of course sup-
port that,” Northrop 
said. 

The city manager 
noted that TXDOT 
picked the locations 
for the sidewalks and is 
trying to get sidewalks 
all along the main drag, 
especially in the most 
populated areas.

� e City of Breckenridge will be submitting a detailed application in June for the potential implementation 
of sidewalks and ADA accessibility on both the north and south sides of US 180. � is map shows the area TX-
DOT is proposing for the sidewalks, going from Sunset Blvd to Wilson St. 

Contributed photo



 

Stephens County Property Owners Should 

Soon Start Receiving Appraisal Notices for 

the 2025 Tax Year

You may soon receive an appraisal notice from the Stephens County Appraisal 

District. The appraisal district will mail about 32,000 appraisal notices on April 

21, 2025. Your city, county, school district and other local taxing units will use 

the appraisal district’s value to set your 2025 property taxes.

Under Texas law, local appraisal districts must notify property owners about 

changes in their property’s value. The notice contains important information 

about the property’s location, ownership and property tax exemptions that 

apply to the property. It must also include a web address where tax information 

for the property can be found.

Property owners who disagree with their property’s appraised value, the 

exemptions or any other action by the appraisal district have the right to 

appeal to the Stephens County Appraisal Review Board (ARB). The ARB is an 

independent panel of citizens responsible for hearing and settling property 

owner protests.

The notice of appraised value includes instructions on how and when to file 

a protest, a protest form, a statement about the availability of an informal 

conference prior to attending a protest hearing and a copy of the Comptroller’s 

Taxpayer Assistance Pamphlet. The deadline for filing an ARB protest is May 

15 or 30 days after your notice of appraised value was postmarked. The 

Comptroller’s publication, Taxpayer Assistance Pamphlet, explains in detail 

how to protest your property appraisal, what issues the ARB can consider and 

what to expect during a protest hearing. It also discusses the option to request 

limited binding arbitration to compel the ARB or chief appraiser to comply 

with a procedural requirement and the options of taking your case to district 

court, the State Office of Administrative Hearings or regular binding arbitration 

if you are dissatisfied with the outcome of your ARB hearing. The Taxpayer 

Assistance Pamphlet is available from the Stephens County Appraisal District 

at 201 S Rose Ave, Breckenridge, TX. The publication is also available on the 

Comptroller’s Property Tax Assistance Division’s website at www.comptroller.

texas.gov/taxes/property-tax/.
29384

Property owners have the right to protest actions 

concerning their property tax appraisals. You may 

follow these appeal procedures if you have a concern 

about:

• your property’s appraised (market) value

• the unequal value of your property compared with 

other properties;

• your property’s inclusion on the appraisal records;

• any exemptions that may apply to you;

• qualification for an agricultural or timber appraisal;

• the taxing units taxing your property;

• the property’s ownership;

• the change of use of land receiving special appraisal;

• failure of the chief appraiser or appraisal review 

board (ARB) to send a required notice;

• the denial, modification or cancellation of the 

circuit breaker limitation on appraised value; or

• any action taken by the appraisal district or ARB 

that applies to and adversely affects you.

Informal Review

Please call, email or come by the appraisal district 

office to file a protest using the Texas Comptroller’s 

standard Form 50-132 (file:///C:/Users/Stephens/

Downloads/50-132.pdf). Staff will contact taxpayers 

and attempt to settle each protest informally before 

advancing and scheduling the protest for the ARB.

Review by the ARB

If you cannot resolve your problem informally with 

the appraisal district, you have the right to have your 

case heard by the ARB.

The ARB is an independent board of citizens that 

hears and determines protests regarding property 

appraisals or other concerns listed above. It has the 

power to order the appraisal district to make the 

necessary changes based on evidence heard during 

the ARB hearing.

If you file a written request for an ARB hearing 

(notice of protest) before the deadline, the ARB will 

set your case for a hearing and send you written notice 

of the time, date, place and subject of the hearing. If 

necessary, you may request a hearing in the evening 

or on a Saturday. You may use Comptroller Form 50-

132, Property Appraisal - Notice of Protest, to file 

your written request for an ARB hearing.

Prior to your hearing, you may request a copy of the 

evidence the appraisal district plans to introduce at 

the hearing to establish any matter at issue. Before a 

hearing on a protest or immediately after the hearing 

begins, you or your authorized representative and the 

appraisal district are required to provide each other 

with a copy of any materials (evidence) intended to 

be offered or submitted to the ARB at the hearing. 

Evidence may be submitted for any hearing type 

either in paper or on a small portable electronic 

device (such as a CD, USB flash drive or thumb 

drive) which will be kept by the ARB. Do NOT 

bring evidence on a smart phone. The ARB’s hearing 

procedures regarding all the requirements to properly 

submit evidence on a small portable electronic device 

must be reviewed.

To the greatest extent practicable, the hearing will 

be informal. You or your authorized representative 

may appear in person, by telephone conference or 

videoconference call or by submission of a written 

affidavit to present your evidence, facts and argument. 

You must indicate the type of hearing you request on 

your written notice of protest filed with the ARB not 

later than the 10th day before the hearing date and 

provide your evidence and written affidavit before 

the ARB hearing begins. You may use Comptroller 

Form 50-283, Property Owner’s Affidavit of Evidence 

to the Appraisal Review Board, to submit evidence 

for your telephone or video conference call hearing 

or for hearing by affidavit.

You and the appraisal district representative have the 

opportunity to present evidence about your case. In 

most cases, the appraisal district has the burden of 

establishing the property’s value by a preponderance 

of the evidence presented.

In certain protests, the chief appraiser has the 

burden of proving the property’s value by clear 

and convincing evidence. You should review ARB 

hearing procedures to learn more about evidence and 

related matters.

You should not try to contact ARB members outside 

of the hearing. ARB members are required to sign an 

affidavit saying that they have not talked about your 

case before the ARB hears it.

If you believe that the ARB or chief appraiser failed 

to comply with an ARB procedural requirement, you 

may file a complaint with the local taxpayer liaison 

officer. If it is not resolved by the ARB or chief 

appraiser, you can request limited binding arbitration 

to compel the ARB or the chief appraiser to comply.

Review by the District Court, an Arbitrator or 

SOAH

After it decides your case, the ARB must send you 

a copy of its order by certified mail. If you are not 

satisfied with the ARB’s decision, you have the right 

to appeal to district court. As an alternative to district 

court, you may appeal through regular binding 

arbitration or the State Office of Administrative 

Hearings (SOAH) if you meet the qualifying criteria.

If you choose to go to district court, you must start 

the process by filing a petition with the district 

court within 60 days of the date you receive the 

ARB’s order. If you chose to appeal through regular 

binding arbitration, you must file a request for regular 

binding arbitration not later than the 60th day after 

you receive notice of the ARB order. Additional 

information on how to appeal through regular binding 

arbitration will be included with the ARB’s order 

of determination. If you chose to appeal to SOAH, 

you must file an appeal with the appraisal district 

not later than the 30th day after you receive notice 

of the ARB’s order. Appeals to district court, regular 

binding arbitration or SOAH all require payment of 

certain fees or deposits.

Tax Payment

You must pay the amount of taxes due on the portion 

of the taxable value not in dispute, the amount of 

taxes due on the property under the order from which 

the appeal is taken or the amount of taxes due in the 

previous year.

More Information

You can get more information by contacting your 

CAD at

Stephens County Appraisal District 

201 S Rose Ave. 

Breckenridge, TX 76424 

254-559-8233

You can get Comptroller forms and additional 

information on how to prepare a protest from the 

Comptroller’s website at comptroller.texas.gov/

taxes/property-tax.

Property Tax Protest and Appeal Procedures

2
9
3
8
5

Deadline for Filing Protests with the ARB*
Usual Deadline

Not later than May 15 (or within 30 days after a notice 

of appraised value was mailed to you, whichever is 

later).

Late protests are allowed for good cause if you miss 

the usual deadline. The ARB decides whether you 

have good cause. Late protests are not allowed after 

the ARB approves the appraisal records for the year.

Special Deadlines

For change of use (the appraisal district informed you 

that you are losing agricultural appraisal because you 

changed the use of your land), the deadline is not later 

than the 30th day after the notice of the determination 

was delivered to you.

For ARB changes (the ARB has informed you of a 

change that increases your tax liability and the change 

did not result from a protest you filed), the deadline 

is not later than the 30th day after the notice of the 

change was delivered to you.

If you believe the appraisal district or ARB should 

have sent you a notice and did not, you may file a 

protest until the day before taxes become delinquent 

(usually Feb. 1) or no later than the 125th day after 

the date you claim you received a tax bill from one 

or more of the taxing units that tax your property. The 

ARB decides whether it will hear your case based on 

evidence about whether a required notice was mailed 

to you.

*The deadline is postponed to the next business day if it falls on a weekend or legal, state or national holiday.

Looking for
a church home?

Necessity
Baptist Church

Come visit us at

A Place for Everyone

Service Times

10 a.m. Sunday School
(All Ages)

Worship Services
11 a.m. & 6 p.m. Sunday

6 p.m. Wednesday

7150 County Road 144 • Breckenridge, TX 76424
29286
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Fire station
Continued from Page 1

sues with the current 
building is the roof, 
which still leaks af-
ter being repaired fol-
lowing the hailstorm 
in 2022. City Manager 
Cynthia Northrop said 
that in their discus-
sions with GBA, they 
had told them that the 
roof had been newly re-
paired. 

“So we did insurance 
cover reroofing the fire 
station. However, it’s 
a flat roof and there’s 
stuff in it that it’s still 
not good,” Northrop 
said. “It’s not that they 
didn’t do a good job, 
but it’s just a flat roof. 
There’s just going to 
be continual problems 
with that building.”

Assistant Fire Chief 
Wesley Turner spoke 
more about the roof, 
noting that it is not a 
completely flat roof, 
but a flat roof with a 
gable roof build in the 
middle of it. 

“The wooden struc-
ture of that gable roof 
is bad. It has got siding 
on the side of it that’s 
bad, seams are open 
and anything that gets 
in the seams of the 
siding is going right 
underneath the roof,” 
Turner said. “There’s 
issues that they didn’t 
even look at. All around 
the edge of that build-
ing, 25-feet up, are 
cap stones… that are 
cracked completely 
through and no water 
lifter. So, at the same 
price, we haven’t ad-
dressed our main con-
cern with the feasibili-
ty study, the envelope 
of the building.”

Breckenridge Fire 

Chief Malcolm Bufkin 
said that what GBA is 
talking about with re-
modeling would not ad-
dress the biggest prob-
lems with the building. 

“It’s still going to 
leave the problem on 
top. It’s still going to be 
crumbling, moldy and 
it has still been leak-
ing there for years,” 
Bufkin said. “It’s just 
basically going to seal 
the bottom floor; and 
then they said there’s 
going to be a mainte-
nance cost to go with 
that. Every five years, 
we’re going to have to 
reseal that building. 
What kind of costs are 
involved with resealing 
the building every five 
years?”

Place 4 Commission-
er Rob Durham was 
the lone commissioner 
at the meeting fully on 
board with the entire-
ty of the proposed step 
2, which was erecting 
a new building and de-
molishing the existing 
building. 

“To cut to the chase, 
we just need a new 
building,” Durham said. 
“You can hang onto it, 
you can put lipstick 
on a pig, but in five 
years from now it’s 
still a pig… as much 
as it hangs on, it’s not 
safe for you guys from 
a health standpoint. 
When you start talking 
about mold, you start 
talking about all of this 
stuff.”

Durham talked about 
how giving the firefight-
ers raises was some-
thing that was brought 
up to entice them to 
stick around to make 
for a higher retention 
rate. 

“You give you guys a 
new place to stay, your 
morale is going to go 
through that new roof,” 
Durham said. “Then on 
top of that, you’re go-
ing to be on top of your 
game, because you’ve 
got new digs, you’ve 
got new equipment and 
now the city benefits 
from that morale.”

Place 1 Commission-
er Blake Hamilton ar-
gued that a remod-
el isn’t totally off the 
table, as he said that 
the current building is 
“structurally sound” 
and could be saved. He 
was adamant about not 
demolishing the build-
ing if they were to erect 
a completely new one. 

One argument he at-
tempted to make was 
that people driving 
through town will not 
like the look of a metal 
building, but would be 
more enticed to stay if 
they see an old fire sta-
tion. 

After further discus-
sion, Durham made the 
motion to move for-
ward with the rebuild 
which would include a 
demolition of the cur-
rent building. Howev-
er, neither Hamilton or 
Place 2 Commissioner 
Greg Akers seconded 
the motion. 

Further discussion 
was had and Akers 
pondered whether 
they could make an-
other motion to erect 
a new building but take 
the demolition out. 
This came with much 
backlash from the fire 
department, police 
department and com-
munity members. 

“If you get rid of that, 
then that area is cleared 

out for possible future 
growth,” Durham said. 
“But if we don’t, you’ve 
got this structure there 
that we can pay hom-
age to, knowing that it’s 
moldy and you’ve got 
possums spending the 
night in it.” 

“I understand, and I 
came from a town that 
was founded in 1700, 
so history is an import-
ant part,” Police Chief 
Blake Johnson said. 
“But unfortunately, I 
can tell you that every 
building at one point or 
another got rebuilt un-
der those guidelines…
the people that are 
your best resource to 
go home at the end of 
the night are the guys 
that ultimately need a 
new place.”

One idea that was 
brought up by a com-
munity member was 
demolishing the build-
ing but keeping pieces 
of it and creating a mon-
ument of the old build-
ing to keep as a historic 
spot in the city. 

The commission ul-
timately couldn’t agree 
on a conclusion to the 
discussion and tabled 
the action item for a 
special meeting with-
in a week or two. Place 
3 Commissioner Vince 
Moore was not at the 
meeting, so they will 
reconvene on this dis-
cussion at a time when 
all commissioners can 
be present. 

The current Breckenridge Fire Station, with truck bays to the left, has been a hot 
button topic for the Breckenridge City Commission and they were split on what to 
do with it at last week’s meeting.

Photo/Alex Kielar

The First Christian Church of Woodson will cele-
brate its heritage on Palm Sunday, March 13, with 
the unveiling of an historical marker. The regular 
service will be held at 11 a.m., a potluck meal at 
noon and the marker revelation at 1 p.m.

Contributed photo/Tacy Ellis
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The ballyhoo about 
“no free lunches” was 
first bandied about in 
the 1880s and today, 
Southwest Airlines’ 
“bags fly free” death 
bell is on the verge of 
gonging.

Long known for al-
lowing passengers to 
check two pieces of 
luggage “free,” SWA 
is altering its policy 
and there’s more sto-
ry-spinning underway 
than a 10-year-old pull-
ing the string from a 
new top.

Policy changes con-
fuse mere mortals, but 
a couple of truths are 
emerging: SWA stock-
holders expect stron-
ger returns on their 
investments, and the 
uniqueness of the “air-
line that LUV built” will 
occur again only when 
pigs fly, if then….

•••
Researching the “no 

free lunches” thing is 
mind-boggling, but re-
ally nothing new. One 
1880 come-on offered 
“free” lunches with al-
cohol purchases--IF 
enough of the devil’s 
brew was ordered. As-
terisks explaining de-
tailed restrictions have 
been with us forever.

Josephine Pollard’s 
p o e m  “ S o m e b o d y 
Pays”--written more 
than a century ago--
seems to “fit” today 
as well, reading: “Free 
lunches, free passes, 
they have at command, 
Rich gifts that to others 
are lost, And gaily they 
feast on the fat of the 
land, And travel regard-
less of cost. But for all 
the fine banquets, The 
wear and the tear, Of 
public or private dis-
plays, Though you may 
go free, ‘tis as sure as 
can be, That somebody 
pays.”…

•••
I commend SWA sto-

ry-spinners for their ef-
forts to help the medi-
cine go down.

The two best-known 
figures in SWA histo-
ry--co-founder Herb 
Kelleher and Colleen 
Barrett, first woman 
president of a major air-
line--might have fought 
to the death for the 
“bags fly free” policy, 
working into the night 
until their eyes either 
crossed and/or had 
bags under them. But, 
circumstances change. 
Sadly, the current “hub-
bub” is symbolic of our 
overall cultural funk: 
Instead of “something 
special in the air,” we’re 
gripped by “something 
dismal in despair.” Oh, 
‘tis true, ‘tis true.

SWA social media 
folks are churning 
out messages at warp 
speed for damage con-

trol. No doubt, they 
preferred bygone days 
when their aim was to 
keep SWA in the news 
and off the front page. I 
still consider it the air-
line of choice, as long 
as my SWA credit card 
allows me to check one 
bag free. (It’ll be packed 
to the last ounce.)….

•••
All this airline stuff 

lead me to aviation re-
search once more. I’ve 

At the committee’s 
request, the president 
of the Texas Veterinary 
Medical Association 
(TVMA) laid out the 
profession’s top issues 
before the House Com-
mittee on Agriculture & 
Livestock on March 4.

Don Ferrill, DVM, 
cautioned the panel 
that many bills backed 
by Wall Street concerns 
“will rest upon a faulty 
premise—that there is 
a massive shortage of 
veterinarians in Texas 
and across the coun-
try.”

Expert data, he said, 
“simply does not bear 
this out.” Demand for 
office visits is trending 
downward, and 13 new 
veterinary colleges are 
being planned across 

the country. Those are 
reasons, Dr. Ferrill ex-
plained, for the com-
mittee to reject pro-
posals that could water 
down the quality of 
care delivered to Texas 
pets and large animals.

Where Texas likely 
needs more veterinar-
ians, Dr. Ferrill said, 
is in rural areas and 
along the border as 
well as in large animal 
and food animal prac-
tice. He praised the 
Texas Legislature for 
previous years’ invest-
ments in the new Texas 
Tech University School 
of Veterinary Medicine 
and in expanding the 
class size at the Texas 
A&M University Col-
lege of Veterinary Med-
icine. Both schools are 

recruiting and graduat-
ing veterinarians to fill 
the need.

“Given that the food 
an imal  industr y—
mostly cattle—contrib-
utes nearly $15 billion 
a year to Texas’ GDP, 
your targeted invest-
ment in veterinarians 
dedicated to this piece 
of our economy is sig-
nificant and very much 
appreciated,” he said.

Dr. Ferrill said the 
legislature can further 

that progress by appro-
priating $5 million to 
the Rural Veterinarian 
Incentive Program.

“This loan repayment 
program ... allows new 
graduates to pursue 
their ambitions in large 
and food animal medi-
cine, even if they could 
pay off their substan-
tial student loans more 
easily in a small animal 
clinic in Houston or Dal-
las,” he said.

Dr. Ferrill recom-
mended the legislature 
direct the Texas Higher 
Education Coordinat-
ing Board to conduct 
an updated study of the 
veterinary workforce 
in Texas, last done in 
2016.

“Now is a good time 
to examine where 
those new veterinari-
ans [from Texas Tech 
and Texas A&M] are 
going and how they are 
affecting those commu-
nities,” he said.

Other recommenda-
tions Texas veterinari-
ans have for the legis-
lature include:

Not diluting the im-
portant public health 

Only constant is change...

Does Texas need more veterinarians? It depends.

Don Newbury

The Idle American

Dear Rusty: I will 
be 66 ½ in June and 
would like to dis-
cuss when would be 
the best time for me 
to start taking my 
social security ben-
efits. I am still em-
ployed full time and 
don’t want to be pe-
nalized because of 
that. Please let me 
know what I need to 
do to set up an ap-
pointment with you. 
I got your informa-
tion from the AMAC 
website, and I look 
forward to hearing 
from you. Signed: 
Ready to Claim

Dear Ready: You 
can certainly call us 
on 1.888.750.2622 
during normal EST 
business hours for a 
personal conversa-
tion. But to facilitate 
that conversation, 
be aware that decid-
ing when to claim 
your Social Security 
benefit normally de-
pends on just a few 
factors, including 
your financial need, 
your health and ex-
pected longevity, 
and your marital 
status. A few things 
to be aware of:

• Born in 1958, 
your “full retire-
ment age” is age 66 
years and 8 months. 
If you were born in 
October 1958, you 
will reach you FRA 
in June 2025, and 
that is the point you 
can get 100% of the 
SS benefit you’ve 
earned from a life-
time of working.

• Once you reach 
your FRA in June, 
Social Security’s 
“annual earnings 
test” no longer ap-
plies. Thus, you can 
continue working 
after you start your 
SS benefits and your 
earnings will not 
negatively affect 
your monthly ben-
efit amount. If you 
claim any earlier 
than your FRA, you 
will get a smaller 
benefit and also be 
subject to Social Se-
curity’s annual earn-
ings test (which for 
you this year - your 
FRA year - is $62,160, 
or $5,180/month af-
ter you start your SS 
benefits). If you de-
cide to claim before 

your FRA, your ben-
efit will be reduced 
by .556% for each 
month early (a per-
manent reduction).

• You can also wait 
beyond your FRA to 
claim and earn De-
layed Retirement 
Credits (DRCs) at 
the rate of .667% per 
month (8% per year 
of delay), in order 
to get an even high-
er benefit later. If fi-
nancially feasible, 
you can delay up to 
the age of 70 when 
your monthly ben-
efit will reach max-
imum - about 27% 
more than it will be 
in June of this year. 

• If you are single 
and will not be eligi-
ble for a spousal ben-
efit, then you should 
make your claim-
ing decision based 
only on your own 
needs. If, howev-
er, you are married 
and your spouse’s 
FRA benefit is more 
than twice your FRA 
amount, you may be 
entitled to a “spou-
sal boost” (a sup-
plemental amount 
added to your own 
SS benefit).

• Your life expec-
tancy should be 
considered when 
deciding when to 
claim your SS retire-
ment benefits. If you 
expect to enjoy at 
least “average” lon-
gevity (about 87 for 
a woman your cur-
rent age), then you 
might also consider 
delaying your claim 
(if financially feasi-
ble) and that is often 
a prudent choice. If 
you don’t expect to 
achieve a long life, 
or if you need the 
money sooner, or 
if you are entitled 
to spousal bene-
fits, then claiming at 
your FRA of 66 years 
and 8 months is like-

Russell Gloor

Social Security Matters

Ask Rusty:
When is the best time for 

me to claim Social Security?

See Matters, Page 5
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Breckenridge Devotional Page
ANGLICAN

St. Andrews Anglican Church

200 North Easton, 254-559-3172

Donald Sackett, Priest

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Christian Fellowship Church

810 E. Elm, 254-559-8436

Tom Moore, Min.

La Hermosa Assembly of God

909 Jeanette St., 254-559-7329

Raul Duran, Min.

BAPTIST

Bethany Baptist

1911 W. Walker, 254-559-5083

Don Bearden, Min.

Bethel Baptist

804 S. James, 254-559-2072

Clarence Holliman, Min.

Calvary Baptist

401 S. Camden, 254-559-7364

Dan Nelson, Min.

Crystal Falls Baptist

FM 578, Crystal Falls

Danny Lee, Min.

Eliasville Baptist

Eliasville

Wayne Peters, Min.

First Baptist Church

301 S. Rose, 254-559-2295

Andy Rodgers, Min.

First Baptist Church of Woodson

Woodson, Jeremy Smith, Min.

Gunsight Baptist

Hwy. 183 S., 254-559-1620

Rex Boggs, Min.

Mount Olive Baptist

518 S. Dunnigan, 254-559-2500

Gregory Morris, Sr., Min.

Necessity Baptist

7150 C.R. 144, Caddo, 254-559-6775,

John Kinman, Pastor

New Hope Baptist #3

FM 717, Ranger, 254-647-1515

Ronny Guess, Min.

Rose Avenue Baptist

702 N. Rose Ave., 817-724-4047

Russell Brock, Pastor

Trinity Baptist

36 CR 327, 254-559-7405

Pastor Herman (Butch) Hinkle, Jr.

BIBLE

Lord’s Old-Time Gospel

West Elliott, 254-559-8051

The Church of Breckenridge

405 Sunset, 254-559-9790

CATHOLIC

Sacred Heart Catholic

208 S. Miller, 254-559-2860

CHRISTIAN CHURCH

First Christian

101 E. Williams, 254-559-2744

First Christian of Woodson

Michael Patrick, Min.

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints

530 CR 179, Eastland, 435-640-6103

Doug Smith, Branch President

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

Christian Science

401 S. McAmis

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Central Church of Christ

Woodson

Royce Priddy, Min.

Church of Christ

1701 W. Elliott, 254-559-2558

Don Nelson, Min.

Church of Christ

1314 W. Jeanette, 254-559-5001

Albany Church of Christ

417 N. Main Street, 325-762-2078

Russell Scott, Minister

Eliasville Church of Christ

Eliasville – Norman Carpenter, Min.

CONTEMPORARY

Real Church

515 N. Graham Ave.; W.S. 10:30 a.m.

INTERDENOMINATIONAL

Victory Life Church

1612 Hwy. 180 E, 254-559-3600

Dr. Craig Smee, Lead Pastor

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS

Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses

202 FM 3099, 254-559-6830

LUTHERAN

Trinity Lutheran Church

Hwy. 180, Albany, 915-762-3227

Thomas Chandler, Min.

METHODIST

First Methodist Church

419 W. Walker, 254-559-8208

Samantha Chambers, Pastor

St. Paul United Methodist

1504 E. Elm, 254-559-3685

Samantha Chambers, Pastor

NONDENOMINATIONAL

Eolian Community Church

7162 CR 292, 254-559-3829

Genoa Goad, Min.

River of Life Fellowship

122 E. Lindsey, 254-522-8981

James Stewart, Min.

The Light of the World

600 N. Breckenridge Ave.

Inocencio Briones, Min.

The Ridge Cowboy Church @ Lakeside

108 CR 221, 325-370-7673

PENTECOSTAL

The Lighthouse

1509 E. Walker, 254-559-6077

Rev. Will Anderson

PRESBYTERIAN

First Presbyterian Church

1601 W. Elliott, 254-559-2484

Pastor Linda Buchanan Leveridge

This Devotional & Directory 

is made possible by these 

businesses who encourage all of 

us to attend worship services.

Want to support the 
church directory?

Call Krystin at 254-559-5412 

or email 

admgr@breckenridgeamerican.com

Breckenridge 

Auto Parts
“Complete line of auto & engine supplies”

1811 W. Walker • Breckenridge, TX 76424

254-559-8241 4437

Traditional Funerals, Cremations, Monuments, Pre-Planning

1.800.372.5421 � Obit Line: 254.559.OBIT
www.morehartmortuary.net

4457

Morehart Mortuary
of Breckenridge & Albany

4
4
6
0

211 CR151 • Breckenridge, TX 76424 • 1-800-722-8616

www.turnerseed.com

All Kinds of Native 

Grass Seed, Field Seed, 

Wildlife Seed, and 

Wildfl ower Seed

19926

PROUDLY SERVING BRECKENRIDGE SINCE 1965

254-559-3311 | meltonkitchens.com

1. Is the book of Haggai (KJV) in the Old or New 
Testament or neither?

2. Where does Jesus speak of separating the sheep 
from the goats? Matthew, Mark, Luke, John

3. Who told Saul that rebellion was as bad as witch-
craft? Moloch, Mamath, Marduk, Samuel

4. From Proverbs 18, “Whoso findeth a wife find-
eth ...” Himself, Life, Good thing, Family

5. How old was Moses when he died? 100, 120, 
160, 190

6. How many sons did Judah have? 3, 5, 6, 12

ANSWERS: 1) Old, 2) Matthew (25:31-33), 3) 
Samuel, 4) Good thing, 5) 120, 6) Five

Have changes? 

Need something added? 

Email design@grahamleader.com.
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Newbury
Continued from Page 4

learned that the first 
motor-powered flight 
faced the prospect of 
splashing down rather 
than gliding in, since 
Kitty Hawk, NC, is in 
fact on an island.

The Wright brothers’ 
first “flight” spanned 
120 feet and finished 12 
seconds later, having 
attained an altitude of 
eight feet!

Taking turns in the 
pilot’s seat, Wilbur and 
Orville completed a to-
tal of four flights on that 
December day in 1903, 
the final one climbing 
to 20 feet and measur-
ing almost a thousand 
feet. Alas, the plane 
sustained damage each 
flight, winding up on 
the scrap heap at day’s 
end….

•••
Further, I learned 

about Brown County 
aviation history. I lived 
there for 40 years, re-
membering four flights 
daily by Trans Texas 
Airways, its DC-3 “blue 
goose” flying over our 
farm home in the 1950s.

Planes flew there 
as early as 1913. The 
postal department ap-
proved “Route Number 
650.003, ‘aeroplane’ 
mail service between 
Brownwood and Co-
manche,” 25 miles 
away, during the four-
day “Brownwood Free 
Fall Fair” in October, 

1913. Katherine Stin-
son, then the world’s 
youngest aviator, car-
ried passengers “up 
into the clouds” for $25. 
(Free Fall?)

Numerous airlines 
served Brownwood for 
some four decades, 
ending in the late 1980s 
when government sub-
sidies helping remote 
airports to attract 
scheduled airline ser-
vice dried up. For about 
20 years, Trans Texas 
Airways’ flight sched-
ules included daily ser-
vice from Brownwood 
to San Angelo and Dal-
las. Later, the company 
name changed to Texas 
International Airlines. 
Still, playful TTA moni-
kers abounded, includ-
ing “tree-top airlines, 
tinker toy airlines and 
trick-or-treat airlines” 
(a trick to get on and a 
treat to get off).

One last thing: Rumor 
has it that some South-
west Airlines flight at-
tendants are claiming 
“at least we didn’t fire 
Luka.”….

•••
Dr. Newbury, longtime 

university president, 
continues to write and 
speak. The Idle Amer-
ican, begun in 2003, 
is Texas’ longest-run-
ning syndicated column. 
Contact: 817-447-3872. 
Email: newbury@speak-
erdoc.com. Audio ver-
sion at speakerdoc.com.

Vets
Continued from Page 4

work of the Texas An-
imal Health Commis-
sion by expanding its 
mission to include pro-
grams for household 
pets, especially when 
the agency is engaged 
in protecting the pub-
lic from animal-borne 
diseases such as High-
ly Pathogenic Avian In-

fluenza.
Expanding the re-

sources available to 
the Veterinary Emer-
gency Team at Texas 
A&M to better prepare 
Texas for the animal 
aspects of disaster re-
sponse.

Examining the re-
cent 75% increase in 
Texas veterinarians’ 

annual license fees.
About the Texas Vet-

erinary Medical Asso-
ciation

Founded in 1903, the 
Texas Veterinary Med-
ical Association is a 
professional associa-
tion composed of more 
than 5,400 veterinari-
ans and support staff 
committed to protecting 

public health, promot-
ing high educational, 
ethical and moral stan-
dards within the veteri-
nary profession and ed-
ucating the public about 
animal health and its 
relationship to human 
health. For more infor-
mation, call 512-452-
4224 or go to www.
tvma.org.

Matters
Continued from Page 4

ly your best option.
In the end, only you 

can decide when you 
should claim your So-
cial Security, but we’re 
always here to an-
swer any additional 
questions you may 
have. You can feel 
free to call us at any 
time (1.888.750.2622) 
during normal EST 
business hours to dis-
cuss your options di-
rectly with one of our 
certified Social Securi-
ty advisors. Or you can 
also ask any addition-

al questions via email, 
which we will be most 
happy to respond to 
promptly.

This article is in-
tended for informa-
tion purposes only 
and does not repre-
sent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents 
the opinions and in-
terpretations of the 
AMAC Foundation’s 
staff, trained and ac-
credited by the Na-
tional Social Security 
Association (NSSA). 
NSSA and the AMAC 
Foundation and its 

staff are not affiliated 
with or endorsed by the 
Social Security Admin-
istration or any other 
governmental entity. To 
submit a question, visit 

our website (amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/
social-security-adviso-
ry) or email us at ss-
advisor@amacfounda-
tion.org.

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)

Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    

LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800

LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

Call now to receive your FREE Author’s Guide

844-647-1401
or  www.dorranceinfo.com/boardman

 

Become a Published Author with Dorrance.  

We want to read your book!
 

 

Complete Book  
Publishing Services

FIVE EASY STEPS  
TO PUBLICATION:

1.  Consultation  

2.  Book Production 

3.  Promotion

4.  Distribution 

5.  Merchandising  
     and Fulfillment

Our staff is made up of  
writers, just like you. We are 

dedicated to making publishing 
dreams come true. Trusted by  
authors for nearly 100 years,  

Dorrance has made countless  
authors’ dreams come true.

You CAN Cancel Your Timeshare

We have helped over 30,000 American families
save over $450,000,000 in timeshare debt and
maintenance fees. We can help you too.

*This is an Advertisement. Wesley Financial Group, LLC (“WFG”) and/or its affiliates, successors, or assigns are
not lawyers and/or a law firm and does not engage inthe practice of law or provide legal advice or legal

representation. Actual results depend on each client’s distinct case and no specific outcome is guaranteed. 

*This is an Advertisement. Wesley Financial Group, LLC (“WFG”) and/or its affiliates, successors, or assigns are
not lawyers and/or a law firm and does not engage inthe practice of law or provide legal advice or legal

representation. Actual results depend on each client’s distinct case and no specific outcome is guaranteed. 

Get your free information kit
and see if you qualify: Call 1.855.501.6864



 

B R E C K E N R I D G E T E X A S . C O M

1 0 0 E . E L M S T . | 2 5 4 - 5 5 9 - 2 3 0 1

T H I S S P A C E P R O V I D E D C O U R T E S Y O F T H E

B R E C K E N R I D G E A M E R I C A N

A P P L I C A T I O N S A R E R E A D Y F O R

P I C K U P A T T H E C H A M B E R O F F I C E

1 0 0 E . E L M S T . | 2 5 4 - 5 5 9 - 2 3 0 1

T H I S S P A C E P R O V I D E D C O U R T E S Y O F T H E

B R E C K E N R I D G E A M E R I C A N

B R E C K E N R I D G E T E X A S . C O MO M

19293

SPORTS
www.breckenridgeamerican.comPage 6 Wednesday, April 9, 2025

Alex Kielar

news@breckenridgeamerican.com

The Bucks and Lady 
Bucks each had a suc-
cessful two days at the 
District 8-3A meet held 
in Dublin last week at 
Bob and Norma Cervet-
to Stadium.

After all was said 
and done, the Bucks 
came out as district 
runners-up and the 
Lady Bucks earned a 
third place finish.

The preliminary rac-
es, 3200-meter finals 
and some field events 
occurred Wednesday, 
April 2 to start the 
district meet, before 
the completion of field 
events and running fi-
nals Thursday, April 3.

With 161 points, 
the Bucks were only 
behind Peaster, who 
scored 179 points.

A notable mark was 
in the discus throw, 
where Douglas White 
set a PR on both his first 
and second throw.

The junior’s second 
throw of 129’-2” was a 
12-foot PR, according 
to assistant coach Jar-
rod Shepperd.

“My kids, they work 
hard every day, they 
show up every day and 
they give me all they 
got,” boys head track 
coach Mark Young said.

The Lady Bucks 

scored 99 points, be-
hind Early’s 108 points 
and Comanche’s 149 
points.

Freshman Kamden 
Tidwell represented 
well, winning the pole 
vault, triple jump and 
400-meter dash, as well 
as being the lead leg 
of the 4x400-meter Re-
lay relay team, which 
placed second with a 
time of 4:13.78.

“I am beyond proud 
of our athletes and the 
incredible work eth-
ic and grit that they 
continue to display,” 
girls head track coach 
Valerie Williams said. 
“They continue to push 
their limits as athletes 
and demonstrate what 
it looks like to be resil-
ient, pushing through 
physical and mental 
challenges to achieve 
their personal bests.”

The Bucks had area 
qualifiers in all but two 
events, only missing 
out on the long jump 
and 110-meter hurdles.

The top four finish-
ers of each event qual-
ified for the area meet 
to take place Thursday, 
April 10 in Graham.

The Lady Bucks qual-
ified for area in 12 of 
their 17 events.

Boys Team Results
1. Peaster: 179
2. Breckenridge: 161

3. Eastland: 90
4. Comanche: 69
5. Tolar: 67
6. Early: 42
7: Dublin: 14
8. Millsap: 8

Buckaroos Results
3200 -meter  Run: 

*3. Chance Stewart, 
10:18.77; 5. Gabriel Gar-
cia, 10:50.67; 8. Kasen 
Ferguson, 11:15.09

4x100-meter Relay: 
*4. Breckenridge (Ken-
net Medina, Lesavier 
Gutierrez, Truett Tram-
mel, Glen Thibodeaux), 
44.51

8 0 0 - m e t e r  R u n : 
*1. Chance Stewart, 
2:03.61; *3. Carlos Al-
varado, 2:06.73; 7. Adri-
an Saucedo, 2:18.27 
(PR)

110-meter Hurdles: 
5. Slayden Young, 17.43

100-meter Dash: *2. 
Glen Thibodeaux, 11.18

4x200-meter Relay: 
*3. Breckenridge (Ken-
net Medina, Glen Thibo-
deaux, Truett Trammel, 
Sawyer Wimberley), 
1:33.37

400-meter Dash: *2. 
Carlos Alvarado, 51.58; 
*4. Ryan Waller, 51.86; 
6. Cameron David, 55.40

300-meter Hurdles: 
*2. Slayden Young, 
41.79; 8. John Sackett, 
47.15

200-meter Dash: *1. 
Sawyer Wimberley, 
22.13

1600 -meter  Run: 
*3. Chance Stewart, 
4:47.19; 5. Gabriel Gar-
cia, 4:58.80; 7. Kasen 
Ferguson, 5:07.43

4x400 -meter  Re -
lay: *1. Breckenridge 
(Slayden Young, Carlos 
Alvarado, Truett Tram-
mel, Sawyer Wimber-
ley), 3:29.07

High Jump: *2. Ryan 
Waller, 5-10

Pole Vault: *4. Camer-
on David, 11-6; 5. Emil-
lio Castorena, 11-6; 6. 
Slayden Young, 11-0

Long Jump: 14. Le-
savier Gutierrez, 17-
10.75

Triple Jump: *4. An-
drew White, 40-5.75

Discus: *2. Douglas 
White, 129-2; 5. Nathan 
Roberts, 124-9; 6. Chris-
tian Flores, 123-5

Shot Put: *2. Chris-
tian Flores, 44-10; *3. 
Brandon Niblett, 42-5; 
*4. Douglas White, 42-
4.50

Bucks place 2nd, Lady Bucks 3rd 
at District 8-3A track meet

Freshman Kamden Tidwell won three events at the 
District 8-3A meet, including the 400-meter dash in 
the running finals and two field events – the pole vault 
and triple jump. Tidwell was also the lead leg in the 
4x400 relay team which placed second in the meet.

Photo/Alex Kielar

Carlos Alvarado takes the baton from Slayden Young during the first exchange of 
the 4x400 race, in which the Bucks won as the final event Thursday, April 3 of the 
District 8-3A meet.

Photo/Alex Kielar

Douglas White set a personal record in the discus throw with a mark of 129’-2” 
to place second in the event and qualify for the area meet Thursday, April 10 in 
Graham.

Photo/Alex Kielar

See Track, Page 8
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Find us online at
breckenridgeamerican.com

Net a new job

- hook, line &

sinker with

the Classifi eds.

BreckenridgeAmerican.com

Fishing for
a New

Career?

CLASSIFIEDS
Line Ad Rate:

$15 for 15 words or less

Over 15 words, 50¢ a word

Line Ad Deadlines

9:00 am Monday
(Classifi ed line ad: an ad that
runs with only words, no box)

Breckenridge American 254-559-5412

GET IT SOLD with a Classifi ed Ad

breckenridgeamerican.com/classifi eds   •   classifi ed@grahamleader.com

EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

Every housing advertisement published in the Breckenridge American is subject to all provisions of the Federal Fair Housing Act.

NEED A

JOB?

NEED

EMPLOYEES? 

The Classifieds bring
together job seekers

 and potential 
employers every day. 

Breckenridge

American
C L A S S I F I E D S 

Featuring new listings
every Wednesday! 

254-559-5412 

700 FOR RENT - APARTMENTS

CONQUISTADOR
APARTMENTS

1101 West Elliott • Breckenridge, TX 76424

254-559-6792

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS

On-Site Laundry • Close to Schools • Quality Affordable

SECTION 8 HOUSING AVAILABLE
— HANDICAP UNIT AVAILABLE —

— COME CHECK US OUT —

TDD# 800-735-2989

This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider/Employer EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY
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VACANC
IES VACANCIES
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650 FOR SALE–FARM & RANCH

CLASSIFIEDS 

GET 

RESULTS!

Call us at

254-559-5412!

29387 • 0405

TexSCAN Week of 
April 6-12, 2025

ACREAGE

Waterfront Land Sale — April 12th Only. Off of 
Matagorda Bay, Texas’ newest waterfront community. 
Featuring 1-3 acre bay access starting at $49,900. By 
appointment only, 830-310-6195.

ADOPTION

TV producer promises baby loving family, warm 
home. Secure future, educational opportunities. Your 
living expenses paid, relocation possible. Call Woody 
(214) 233-5866 or attorney (310) 663-3467

ENERGY

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just 
a generator. It’s a power move.

EVENTS

Seguin — 54th Texas Ladies State Chili Championship, 
Sat., April 12, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., Max Starcke Park East, 
650 River Dr. Chili, Craft and Food Vendors, Music, 
Silent Auction, Raffles, Family Fun! Visitseguin.com, 
830-401-5000.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time, 
waiving ALL installation costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer 
ends 3/30/25.) Call 1-855-965-0841.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE

IF YOU HAD KNEE OR HIP REPLACEMENT 
SURGERY and suffered an infection due to use of a 
Bair Hugger (Blue Blanket), between 2020 and the 
present time, you may be entitled to compensation. Call 
attorney Charles H. Johnson, 800-535-5727.

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

OIL & GAS RIGHTS

We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WATER DAMAGE

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water can lead to major damage 
in your home. Our trusted professionals do complete 
repairs to protect your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027. Have zip code of service 
location ready when you call! 

WANTED

Need Extra Cash  — I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001!

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 

200 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

24629

Keep Public Notices 

in Newspapers

www.newsmediaalliance.org

Some officials want to move notices from 

newspapers to government-run websites, 

where they may not be easily found.

This is like putting the fox in 

charge of the hen house.

When public notices

reach the public, 

everyone benefits.

510 HELP WANTED

( 1 )  M E D I C A L 
TECHNOLOGIST
BRECKENRIDGE, TEXAS
STEPHENS MEMORIAL 
HOSPITAL
Medical technologist; 
perform tests to obtain 
data for use in diagnosis 
&  t r e a t m e n t .  M i n . 
Requirements: Bachelor’ s 
D e g r e e  M e d i c a l 
Techno l og y/C l i n i ca l 
Labora to r y  Sc ience ; 
12 months experience; 
Certification: American 
Medical Technologist 
(AMT) or American Society 
for Clinical Pathology 
(ASCP). Wage: $50,000. 
Interested parties, please 
send resume to HR, 200 S 
Geneva St, Breckenridge, 
TX 76424 or apply at 
www.smhtx.com.

WWW.BRECKENRIDGEAMERICAN.COM • 254-559-5412

Show

& Sell

Browse
& Buy

To Place Your Ad:
254-559-5412

advmgr@breckenridgeamerican.com

Run Your Show & Sell Ad*

for as Little as $14.95!

To Subscribe:
254-559-5412
circulation@grahamleader.com
Get Free Unlimited Online Access
With Your Home Delivery Subscription!

The Breckenridge American Classifi eds
make it easy to connect with local buyers

and sellers - in print and online!

Breckenridge American
CLASSIFIEDS

*Show & Sell pricing not available for real property ads (homes, mobile homes, etc.)
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POPEYE by Randy Milholland

ENTERTAINMENT

THE SPATS by Jeff Pickering     

OUT ON A LIMB by Gary Kopervas

Look for answers in the Classifieds.

Crossword

Midweek

Edition

800 PUBLIC/LEGAL NOTICES

CITY OF BRECKENRIDGE
N O T I C E  O F  P U B L I C 
HEARINGS
Pursuant to Section 22-4-
(B)(3) of the Breckenridge 
Code of  Ordinances, 
the Planning & Zoning 
Commission will hold a 
public hearing on:
DATE: Monday, April 28, 
2025
TIME: 5:30 PM
PLACE: City Commission 
Chambers, 105 N. Rose 
Ave.
Pursuant to Section 22-4-
(B)(5) of the Breckenridge 
Code of Ordinances, the 
City Commission will hold 
a public hearing on:
DATE: Tuesday, May 6, 
2025
TIME: 5:30 PM
PLACE: City Commission 
Chambers, 105 N. Rose 
Ave.
The public hearings will be 
to consider:
Item 1: An amendment 
to the zoning ordinance 
to specify permissible 
res ident ia l  uses fo r 
recreational vehicles 
w i t h i n  t h e  C i t y  o f 
Breckenridge.
Item 2: The property 
o w n e r  o f  1 2 0 0  W . 
2nd (currently legally 
described as Mountain 
Heights Addition, Block 
5, Lots 1, 2, & 3) request 
to replat these properties 
into two lots. The owner 
plans to place a mobile 
home on the north lot.
Any and a l l  persons 
interested in the above 
referenced i tem may 
at tend such hear ing 
and wi l l  be given an 
opportunity to be heard.
By: /s/ Jessica Sutter
Jessica Sutter
City Secretary
City of Breckenridge, 
Texas

INVITATION FOR BID
The City of Breckenridge 
will receive sealed Bids 
addressed to the City 
of Breckenridge for the 
TWDB DWSRF #62913 
Water Distribution System 
Improvements project 
until 11:00 a.m. local 
time on Tuesday, April 29, 
2025 at Breckenridge City 
Hall, located at 105 N. 
Rose Ave, Breckenridge, 
Texas 76424. Bids will 
be publicly opened and 
read aloud immediately 
t h e r ea f t e r  a t  s ame 
location.
T h e  w o r k  g e n e r a l l y 
includes construction of: 
Approximately 7,000 LF 
(Base Bid) of existing water 
lines will be removed, 
disposed, and replaced 
with new DR18 C-900 
PVC water lines in various 
locat ions throughout 
the City, including the 
installation of new gate 
valves, fire hydrants, and 
all related appurtenances. 
Replacement of asphalt, 
concre te  and g rave l 
pavements, including 
curbs and gutters in 
all disturbed areas as 
necessary. Installation of 
water service reconnects 
where new water lines are 
installed.
The Bidding Documents 
may be obtained from 
Civcast at www. civcastusa.
com. Prospective Bidders 
m a y  e x a m i n e  t h e 
Bidding Documents at 
the Engineer’s Office on 
Monday through Thursday 
between the hours of 7:30 
a.m. and 5: 30 p.m.
E a c h  B i d  s h a l l  b e 
a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  a 
Cashier’s Check or Bid 
Bond, acceptable to the 
Owner, in an amount not 
less than five percent 
(5%) of the total amount 
bid, as a guarantee that 
the successful bidder 
will enter into a proper 
Contract and execute 
Bonds on the fo rms 
provided in the Contract 
Documents. Bid sureties 
will be returned to all 
but the three lowest 
acceptable bidders within 
five days after the opening 
of Bids. Remaining bid 
sureties will be returned 
after complete execution 
of the Contract.
The surety  company 
providing the Bid Bond 
must conform to the same 
requirements for surety 
companies prov id ing 
Performance and Payment 
Bonds described below.
The successful bidder 
must furnish Performance 
and Payment Bond on the 
forms furnished with the 

Contract Documents in the 
amount of one hundred 
percent (100%) of the 
total Contract price, from 
a surety company holding 
a permit from the State 
of Texas to act as surety. 
The surety  company 
must have a minimum 
Best’s Key Rating of 
“B” or better. The surety 
company, the agency 
and agent issuing the 
Performance and Payment 
Bond must be authorized 
to issue such bonds in 
Texas in an amount equal 
to or greater than the total 
contract price.
This contract is contingent 
upon release of funds 
from the Texas Water 
Development Board. Any 
contract or contracts 
awa rded  unde r  t h i s 
Invitation for Bids are 
expected to be funded 
i n  pa r t  b y  f i nanc ia l 
ass istance f rom the 
Texas Water Development 
Board. Neither the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) or the State 
of Texas, nor any of its 
departments, agencies, or 
employees, are or will be 
a party to this Invitation 
for Bids or any resulting 
contract.
E q u a l  O p p o r t u n i t y 
i n  E m p l o y m e n t :  A l l 
qualified applicants will 
receive consideration 
for employment without 
regard to race, color, 
religion, sex (including 
p r e g n a n c y ) ,  s e x u a l 
o r i e n t a t i on ,  g ende r 
identity, national origin, 
age (40 or older), disability, 
or genetic information. 
Bidders on this work will 
be required to comply 
wi th the Department 
of  Labor regulat ions 
at 41 CFR Part 60-4, 
relating to Construction 
Contractors-Affirmative 
Action Requirements, 
w h i c h  i n c l u d e  t h e 
President’s Executive 
Order No. 11246, as 
amended by Executive 
Order No. 11375 and 
Execut i ve  Order  No. 
13672, in the award 
a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
of contracts awarded 
under TWDB financial 
assistance agreements. 
Failure by the Contractor 
t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e s e 
requirements is a material 
breach, which may result 
in the termination of 
the awarded financial 
assistance.
The City of Breckenridge 
reserves the right to reject 
any or all bids or to waive 
any informalities in the 
bidding.
A l l  l a b o r e r s  a n d 
m e c h a n i c s  w o r k i n g 
on the work site and 
employed by contractors 
and subcontractors on 
projects funded directly 
by or assisted in whole 
or in part by and through 
the Drinking Water State 
Revolving Fund shall by 
paid wages as described 
in the section, Mandatory 
Davis-Bacon Act Contract 
Conditions.
Davis-Bacon prevailing 
wage requirements apply 
to  the const ruct ion, 
alteration or repair of 
treatment works carried 
out, in whole or in part, 
with assistance made 
available by the Clean 
Water State Revolving 
Fund  (CWSRF )  o r  a 
const ruc t ion  p ro jec t 
financed, in whole or in 
part, from the Drinking 
Water State Revolving 
Fund (DWSRF).
The Davis-Bacon prevailing 
w a g e  r e q u i r e m e n t s 
apply to Contractors and 
Subcontractors performing 
on federally funded or 
assisted contracts in 
excess of $2,000 for the 
construction, alteration or 
repair (including painting) 
of a treatment works 
project under the CWSRF 
or a construction project 
under the DWSRF.
For prime contracts in 
excess of $100,000, 
C o n t r a c t o r s  a n d 
Subcontractors must also, 
under the provisions of 
the Contract Work Hours 
and Safety Standards Act, 
as amended, pay laborers 
and mechanics, including 
guards and watchmen, 
at least one and one-half 
times their regular rate of 
pay for all hours worked 
over 40 in a workweek. 
The Fair Labor Standards 

Act may also apply to 
Davis -Bacon covered 
contracts.
A n y  c o n t r a c t s  o r 
subcontracts in excess 
of $2,000 must include 
the provisions of the 
Davis-Bacon Wage Rate 
Requ i rements  found 
in TWDB Guidance No. 
DB-0156.
This contract is subject 
to the Environmental 
P ro tec t i on  Agency ’s 
(EPA) Disadvantaged 
Bus iness Enterpr ise 
(DBE) Program, which 
includes EPA-approved 
fair share goals toward 
procurement of Minority 
a n d  W o m e n - o w n e d 
Bus iness Enterpr ise 
(M/WBE) businesses. 
EPA rules require that 
applicants and prime 
contractors make a good 
faith effort to award a 
fair share of contracts, 
s u b c o n t r a c t s ,  a n d 
procurements to M/WBEs 
through demonstration of 
the six affirmative steps. 
For more details of the 
DBE Program and the 
current, applicable fair 
share goals, please visit 
http: //www.twdb.texas. 
gov/dbe.
Each Bidder must submit 
the PRIME CONTRACTOR 
AFFIRMATIVE STEPS 
CERTIFICATION AND 
GOALS (WRD-0217) with 
the bid, to demonstrate the 
Bidder’s understanding 
and commitment to taking 
affirmative steps.
U p o n  r e q u e s t ,  t h e 
Bidder  must  prov ide 
t he  Owne r  w i t h  t he 
information required for 
DBE Certification and 
Participation Summary, 
T W D B  d o c u m e n t 
TWDB-0373 and provide 
sufficient documentation 
(TWDB-0216) that a “good 
faith effort” was made in 
offering fair opportunity 
f o r  pa r t i c i pa t i on  b y 
qual i f ied DBE f i rms. 
This information must 
be submitted prior to 
the contract award so 
the information can be 
approved and presented 
to the TWDB for funding 
of this contract.
This project is subject to 
the American Iron and 
Steel (AIS) requirements 
o f  33  U .S .C  §1388 
f o r  C l e a n  W a t e r 
State Revolving Fund 
projects or Public Law 
114-113, Consolidated 
App r op r i a t i o ns  A c t , 
2016, or subsequent 
appropriations acts, for 
Drinking Water State 
Revolving Fund projects. 
Any contract(s) awarded 
under this Invitation for 
Proposals is/are subject 
to the American Iron and 
Steel (AIS) requirements 
of Section 608 of the 
Federal Water Pollution 
Control Act.”
Date Issued: April 9, 2025
By: Cynthia Northrop, City 
Manager

ORDINANCE NO. 25-06
A N  O R D I N A N C E 
O F  T H E  C I T Y  O F 
BRECKENRIDGE, TEXAS 
AMENDING CHAPTER 
10 “GARBAGE, TRASH, 
WEEDS AND OTHER 
WASTE”, ARTICLE I “IN 
GENERAL”, DIVISION 
2 “CLEANLINESS OF 
PREMISES” OF THE 
BRECKENRIDGE CODE 
OF ORDINANCES TO 
ADD SECTION 10-13 
“PENALTY” TO ADD A 
PENALTY FOR VIOLATION 
OF SAID DIVISION 2 
AND TO ESTABLISH A 
MINIMUM FINE FOR 
REPEATED VIOLATIONS; 
P R O V I D I N G  A 
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; 
AND ESTABLISHING AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE.
Sec. 10-13. Penalty
(a) Subject to subsection 
(b), a violation of any 
provision of this Division 
shall be punished by a fine 
not exceeding $500.00, 
up to $2,000.00 if the 
Court  f inds that  the 
violation relates to public 
health or sanitation, or up 
to $4,000.00 if the Court 
finds that the violation 
relates to the dumping of 
refuse.
(b) A person who has been 
previously convicted of 
violating this Division shall 
be subject to a minimum 
f ine  o f  $200.00 fo r 
subsequent convictions.
(c) Each day a violation 
continues constitutes a 
separate offense.



 

29370

We are so proud of 

you Mrs. Parker and 

all our state bound 

Lady Buckaroos!

Mom, Lanet, Keith

LIGHT THAT B

Good Luck!
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Girls Team Results
1. Comanche: 149
2. Early: 108
3. Breckenridge: 99
4. Eastland: 93.50
5. Peaster: 91.50
6. Tolar: 45
7. Millsap: 24
8. Dublin: 10

Lady Bucks Results
3200 -meter  Run: 

*4. Lizanadra Rubio, 
13:52.25; 8. Kendra Pala-
cios, 15:40.22; 9. Emma 
McIntosh, 16:23.20

4x100-meter Relay: 
*4. Breckenridge (Ab-
bigail Duran, Kamden 
Tidwell, Ava Russell, 
Paisley Herring), 51.34

800-meter Run: 7. Isa-
belle Biddison, 2:54.25

100-meter Hurdles: 9. 
Preslie Malcuit, 19.08

100-meter Dash: 6. 
Ava Russell, 13.46

4x200-meter Relay: 
*4. Breckenridge (Ab-
bigail Duran, Paisley 
Herring, Lane Bartoske-
witz, Karsyn Smalley), 
1:50.17

400 -meter  Dash : 
*1. Kamden Tidwell, 
1:01.14; 7. Ruthie Val-
dez, 1:05.38; 8. Sayler 
Townson, 1:05.39

200-meter Dash: *4. 
Karsyn Smalley, 27.12; 
6. Paisley Herring, 27.50

1600 -meter  Run: 
*2. Lizandra Rubio, 
6:08.09; 8. Haylee Stin-
nett, 6:48.06; 10. Kendra 
Palacios, 6:49.58

4x400-meter Relay: 
*2. Breckenridge (Kam-
den Tidwell, Ruthie 
Valdez, Lane Bartoske-
witz, Karsyn Smalley), 
4:13.78

High Jump: *4. Miley 
Roberts, 4-8

Pole Vault: *1. Kam-
den Tidwell, 10-10

Long Jump: 11. Isa-

belle Biddison, 14-1; 15. 
Paisley Herring, 12-3.25

Triple Jump: *1. Kam-
den Tidwell, 35-0.25

Discus: *4. Maria Du-
ran, 98-1; 5. Joni Jack-

son, 97-0; 13. Rihana 
Fuller, 82-8

Shot Put: *2. Joni 
Jackson, 35-7.50; 6. Ma-
ria Duran, 30-10.25; 10. 
Rylee Fuller, 29-0.75

Track
Continued from Page 8

Lizandra Rubio was one of the Lady Bucks’ area qual-
ifiers as she placed second in the 1600-meter run and 
fourth in the 3200-meter run in Dublin at the District 
8-3A meet last week.

Photo/Alex Kielar

Aurrin Matheson watches a pitch during a game earlier this season. Matheson 
recorded one hit in a 9-1 loss Friday, April 4 to the Eastland Lady Mavericks in 
which three other Lady Bucks had hits.

Photo/Alex Kielar

Alex Kielar

news@breckenridgeamerican.com

The Lady Bucks (7-
14-1, 3-7) traveled to 
Eastland and faced the 
Lady Mavericks (14-8, 
7-3) despite the ques-
tionable weather Fri-
day, April 4.

The start time of 
the game was pushed 
back an hour to 6 p.m. 
with the wind and rain 
wreaking havoc.

Once the game got 
underway, it was the 
Lady Bucks who got on 
the board first with a 
home run by Joni Jack-
son in the first inning. 
The game went fairly 
smooth for starting 
pitcher Olyvia Perez 
on the mound for the 
first few innings, only 
allowing the tying run 

to score in the bottom 
of the second.

But a couple of in-
nings later, the Lady 
Mavericks would be 
the ones to wreak hav-
oc as they scored six 
runs in the fourth in-
ning. The sequence 
of the inning was a 
walk, error, sacrifice 
fly, two-RBI double, 
hit-by-pitch, single, 
popout and the other 
four runs scored when 
Eastland whacked a 
grand slam before the 
inning ended on a fly-
out.

The Lady Bucks al-
lowed two more runs 
in the sixth inning 
and didn’t have many 
chances to get back in 
the game. They only 
recorded three other 
hits after the Jackson 

homer in the first in-
ning, one from Aurrin 
Matheson, one from 
Raegan Robinson and 
the third from Braylen 
McCoy. Pazley Funder-
burg also walked once 
in the game.

Over her six innings 
of work, Perez struck 
out three and walked 
two, while only two of 
her nine runs allowed 
were earned.

With only a few 
games remaining in 
the season, the Lady 
Bucks will have their 
Senior Night next 
Tuesday, April 15.

Their final game of 
the season is sched-
uled for Thursday, 
April 17 at Peaster, 
who as of Monday, 
April 7 are undefeated 
in district play.

Lady Bucks dropped by Eastland


