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Summer Safety Event

A summer safety event 
was held Friday, April 25 
hosted by Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension and 
the Texas Department of 
Health and Human Ser-
vices. ­ e event included 
a water safety program 
with free life jackets and 
a bicycle rodeo with free 
bike helmets and a bicy-
cle obstacle course.
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With a passion for pub-
lic service in his blood, Ste-
phens County Constable 
Wayne McMullen followed 
in his father, Roger McMul-
len’s footsteps in serving 
the county and the city.

Stephens County and its 
public servants who served 
alongside McMullen, the 
fi rst responder community 
and McMullen’s family are 
mourning the loss of one of 
their own.

McMullen died Tuesday 
morning, April 22, at the 
age of 58 after serving 

the Breckenridge and Ste-
phens County community 
for many years.

McMullen ran for the con-
stable position the fi rst time 
in 2020 with Adam Babilon 
retiring, and was sworn in 
Jan. 2, 2021. He was re-elect-
ed to the position in an un-
opposed race in 2024.

Before being elected 
county constable in 2021, 
McMullen was a sheriff’s 
deputy starting in 2013. He 
had previously served the 
city of Breckenridge in sev-
eral different roles, starting 
his career in law enforce-A wreath placed on Wayne McMullen’s patrol car in front of the Stephens County Law Enforce-

ment Center following his death last week as community members paid their respects. 
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Since joining the Breck-
enridge Chamber of Com-
merce in October of 2023, 
Maylun VanWinkle has 
served as front desk exec-
utive assistant as well as 
event manager.

After serving as event 
manager since November, 
VanWinkle has now been 
named the new executive 
director of the chamber as 
Yuri Huntington’s replace-
ment. 

VanWinkle’s promotion 
to the position was an-
nounced Monday after-
noon, April 21, and is ef-
fective Monday, May 5, 
following Frontier Days. 
That will allow her time to 
transition to the role, with 
Huntington’s last day as ex-
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The Breckenridge Eco-
nomic Development Cor-
poration has a new execu-
tive director following the 
resignation of David Miller 
last month.

Michael Paris was recent-
ly selected to fi ll the role for 
BEDC after previously serv-
ing as executive director of 
San Patricio County EDC 
since November 2023 and of 
Paris, Texas EDC from Janu-
ary 2016 to February 2020.

The role was fi lled in less 
than a month after Miller’s 
resignation was effective, 
Tuesday, March 11. Par-
is offi cially began the role 
the week of Monday, April 
7 and has been working in 
economic development for 
about 17 years. 
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Following a lawsuit-in-
duced two-year delay, the 
Texas Education Agency 
(TEA) released the 2023 
A-F accountability rat-
ings for school systems 
and campuses statewide 
Thursday, April 24.

Those ratings refl ect 
all schools’ performance 
from the 2022-23 school 

year and are available to 
be viewed by the public 
at TXSchools.gov.

BISD Superintendent 
Prairie Freeman said that 
she was on board with 
the release of the ratings. 

“I believe in transpar-
ency, and I think our com-
munity deserves to see 
how our schools are per-
forming. These ratings 
can help parents, educa-
tors and the public better 

understand where we’re 
doing well and where 
we have room to grow,” 
Freeman said. “At the 
same time, I recognize 
that these scores don’t 
tell the whole story. Edu-
cation is complex, and a 
single letter grade can’t 
fully reflect the effort, 
growth and unique chal-
lenges happening inside 
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High 76 | Low 58
Precipitation 75%
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High 89 | Low 61
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Precipitation 53%
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High 79 | Low 58
Precipitation 24%
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High 81 | Low 62
Precipitation 24%
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High 82 | Low 63
Precipitation 24%
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High 73 | Low 61
Precipitation 60%
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BISD receives ‘B’ in newly 
released 2023 A-F ratings
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Advertise your
local business!

Call us at 254-559-5412 today!

To be featured on our Local Businesses page, give us a call at 254-559-5412!

Support Your Local BusinessesSupport Your Local Businesses
WHEN YOU 
SPEND HERE
your money 
stays here

When you shop local, more of your money is reinvested into
local schools, jobs, taxes, wages and other communal needs.

A/C & HEATING

K & S AIR CONDITIONING
Owner: Kelsey Otts

• Heating • Cooling
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Proudly Serving Our Hometown!
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Air Smart, Inc.
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www.airsmartinc.com
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WE’LL GET IT FOR YOU!
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Since 2006, we’ve returned almost $2 billion in combined cash and allocated 
equities to our members through our cooperative returns program, so when 
you’re ready to make improvements, try a partnership that really pays. 
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340 FM 4 • JACKSBORO, TX 76458
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ecutive director being 
Friday, May 30. 

As she moves into 
the new role, VanWin-
kle said that she wants 
to keep a lot of the 
same initiatives that 
Huntington already 
has in place and hone 
in on the things that 
her predecessor was 
passionate about.

“I want to make sure 
that all of our chamber 
members are heard, 
feel like we are here for 
them and that we can 
do what they need of 
us,” VanWinkle said. “I 
want to do some more 
marketing towards 
our businesses, not 
so much downtown… 
those that aren’t really 
right here on this main 
strip and downtown. 
Making sure that peo-
ple know that they are 
there, that they can 
shop there and what 
those businesses have 
to offer.”

One of VanWinkle’s 
favorite things that she 
has accomplished so 

far at the chamber 
is getting to know 
the community and 
having them accept 
her, while making 
her feel like she’s at 
home. 

“That has been a 
huge accomplish-
ment as far as mak-
ing sure that they 
know who I am as 
a person and what my 
heart is, so that they 
can accept me and love 
me,” she said. 

Va n Wi n k l e  a d d -
ed that growing the 
chamber’s member-
ship base is also a key 
component for her, as 
she wants to make sure 
that the collaborations 
and community con-
nections that Hunting-
ton has put in place re-
main strong. 

When talking about 
what she learned from 
Huntington, VanWinkle 
said, “Literally every-
thing.”

“She has taught me 
everything that I know 
about the chamber,” 
VanWinkle said. “She’s 

an amazing mentor, 
I wouldn’t be sitting 
here talking about this 
position if it wasn’t for 
her.” 

With VanWinkle tak-
ing over as executive 
director, the event 
manager position will 
be open. She said that 
they would like to fi ll 
that position as soon 
as possible, and they 
have someone starting 
Monday, May 12, for 
the front desk execu-
tive assistant position. 

VanWinkle said that 
she and her husband 
moved to Brecken-
ridge as his family lives 
here and they wanted 
to live in a small town 
to raise their now-two-
year-old daughter, af-
ter previously living 
in Fort Worth for six 
years.

VanWinkle is orig-
inally from Stephen-
ville and she said that 
she missed the small-
town feel and having 
things not be so hec-
tic. 

“Thank  you so 
much to the commu-
nity of Breckenridge 
for just accepting me, 
as I’m not from here,” 
VanWinkle said. “It’s 
kind of hard when an 
outsider comes into a 
small town like this, to 
be able to be accepted 
and truly feel appreci-
ated. This community 
has accepted me with 
open arms, and I am 
eternally grateful for 
that.”
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Paris  earned a 
Bachelor of Arts in 
English and Philoso-
phy from Midwestern 
State University, lo-
cated in Wichita Falls, 
and then later earned 
a Master’s of Business 
Administration from 
Cameron University in 
Lawton, Oklahoma.

Prior to starting his 
role as executive di-
rector of the San Patri-
cio County EDC, Paris 
was the Vice President 
of Business Retention 
and Expansion of the 
Wichita Falls Chamber 
from 2008 to 2016. 

After being let go 
from San Patricio Coun-
ty EDC in Feb. 2020, he 
founded Strategic Site 
Solutions, where he 
was the Lead Consul-
tant until Nov. 2023, 
when he took the job 
as executive director 
of Paris, Texas EDC. 

Paris said that he 
wanted to come to 
Breckenridge to get 
back to the area be-
cause of family. 

“I have children in 
the Dallas Fort Worth 
area and my mom lives 
in the Wichita Falls 
area, so I wanted to get 
back into this area,” 
Paris said. 

One of the main goals 
and initiatives that Par-
is aims to target as the 
executive director is 
adding an emphasis on 
primary job creation, 
noting that his prede-
cessor, Miller, was fo-
cused on getting qual-
ity housing and retail, 
like restaurants, estab-
lished in Breckenridge. 

P a r i s  e x p l a i n e d 
that Breckenridge is a 
“type B” community 
after previously being 
“type A”, which means 
that they have more 
flexibility to recruit 

and help incentivize 
restaurants, retail and 
affordable housing. He 
explained that in a type 
A economic develop-
ment community, they 
are focused on indus-
try recruitment, with 
state legislation set up 
where there are specif-
ic industries that can 
be recruited using the 
funds out of type A. 

“They wanted a bit 
more flexibility, it is 
a small town and you 
need to be a little bit 
more fl exible to keep 
that money moving 
back into the commu-
nity,” Paris said. 

Paris said that a pri-
mary job is where mon-
ey comes from an out-
side source based on 
certain skillsets and 
then comes back into 
the community. On the 
other side of the spec-
trum, a secondary job 
is where the money 
comes from within the 
community and stays 
there, so there is no 
outside money com-
ing in. 

“The effect of a pri-
mary job is that you 
need insurance, you 
need all these other 
support industries,” 
Paris said. “And for a 
big supplier, you need 
manufacturers of raw 
materials, things like 
that. You need those 
types of people and it 
has a bigger ripple ef-
fect on the economy 
than somebody who 
can get pizza dough 
at Sam’s [Club] and 
make pizzas. I’m not 
belittling that, I’m just 
saying it’s a different 
model.”

Paris noted that in in-
dustrial jobs, employ-
ees can make between 
$40,000 and $60,000, 
while with retail jobs, 
people make maybe 
about $10 to $12 an 
hour working at a dry 
cleaner or something 

similar. 
“It’s not that I want 

to eliminate retail. It’s 
helped this communi-
ty tremendously,” Par-
is said. “What I want to 
do is add more balance 
to maintaining and 
supporting focus on 
primary job creation. 
For this area, especial-
ly for small areas, that 
means helping local 
businesses, local in-
dustry expand, grow 
and then if we’re lucky, 
maybe you can recruit 
somebody to come 
into town and start a 
business here.”

Talking about wheth-
er this town can see 
the type of growth it 
saw in the past as a 
once-boomtown, Paris 
explained that a lot of 
the parts are already 
there. Notably, the peo-
ple are at the center of 
the town’s potential, 
he noted. 

“The people who 
grew up here, the peo-
ple who have a connec-
tion with this area have 
a lot of grit. Because 
think about it, think 
about what it takes to 
be a wildcat or a per-
son dealing in the oil 
fi eld. If you look at the 
U.S. Bureau of Econom-
ic Analysis, you see 
that that is still a huge 
factor for this area,” 
Paris said. “But if you 
have a place of grit 
and people who know 
how to fi x things, work 
on things and [people] 
who just grew up on 
the farm, there are em-
ployers that love those 
skillsets. They already 
know how to get up ear-
ly in the morning and 
how to do shift work. 
They already have a 
good work ethic. So 
we have some things 
that are attractive, that 
maybe we just need to 
get out there and be a 
little bit more promo-
tional about it.”
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A P P L I C A T I O N S A R E R E A D Y F O R

P I C K U P A T T H E C H A M B E R O F F I C E

Tin Can Shootout – Use Ne
rf guns or bean bags to kno

ck down stacked tin cans.

Horseshoe Toss – A kid-friendly version of the c
lassic horseshoe game.

Lasso the Steer – Toss rope
hoops to lasso a wooden or

hay bale steer.

Cowpoke Obstacle Course
– A mini obstacle course with h

ay bales, ropes, &

barrels.

Cowboy Cookie Decorating
– Decorate cookies shaped

like boots, hats, or stars.

Wild West Photo Booth – Dress up
in cowboy hats, vests, and b

andanas for photos

Water Balloon Toss - Pair up
participants and have them

stand face-to-face. Each

team starts close together and gr
adually steps back after ea

ch successful toss.

The last team with an unbroken balloon w
ins.

Frisbee Golf - Place hula ho
ops on the ground or hang

them from trees. Players

throw a frisbee aiming to land it in
side the hoops in as few throws as possible.

Relay Races - Organize a se
ries of relay races with diffe

rent challenges: a three-

legged race, sack race, or a
spoon-and-egg race.

Lawn Games - Bring in som
e classic lawn games like c

ornhole, giant Jenga, or ring

toss.

Outdoor Movie Screening -
Host an outdoor movie scre

ening with classic or

romantic films. Provide coz
y seating and blankets for c

ouples to snuggle up under

the stars.

Tug of War - Divide participants into
two teams and see which s

ide has the

strength and strategy to pu
ll the other over the line.

Water Gun Fight - Provide pa
rticipants with water guns &

designate play areas.

Inflatable Costumes Race
- Participants run or walk ar

ound the track while

wearing their costumes. The
first participant to cross the

finish line wins the race.

Flower Crowns - Provide fre
sh or artificial flowers and s

upplies for making flower

crowns.

Tie-Dye T-Shirts - Offer pla
in shirts for attendees to tie

-dye in vibrant summer

colors.

STEPHENS COUNTY

FRONTIER DAYS & FESTIVITIES
F R I D A Y , M A Y 2 A N D S A T U R D A Y , M A Y 3N D R D

TO MAKE THIS YEAR’S CELEBRATION EVEN MORE SPECIAL FOR OUR

ATTENDEES, WE ARE REACHING OUT TO ASK FOR YOUR SUPPORT IN

ORGANIZING AND LEADING ACTIVITIES DURING THE EVENT
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Cloud awarded 
$10,000 scholarship

McMullen
Continued from Page 1

ment with the Breck-
enridge Police Depart-
ment in 2008.

He was also an ar-
son investigator, public 
works director and be-
came the fire marshal 
in 2010. He retired from 
the city after 27 years of 
service in 2013 before 
starting with the sher-
iff’s office. 

Stephens County 
Sheriff Kevin Roach de-
scribed McMullen as 
always being there for 
you and willing to do 
anything. 

“[He was] a very de-
pendable, hardworking 
guy and very knowl-
edgeable in his duties. 
He was relied on for a 
lot of his knowledge,” 
Roach said. “... he was 
always willing and able 
and ready to help. No 
matter time of day, he 
pitched in and helped 
anybody do anything. 
It was kind of his motto, 
he wanted to be there 
to help, but to get the 
job done, no matter 
what it was or how long 
it took him.”

Roger McMullen be-
gan working for the 
Breckenridge Fire De-
partment in 1966 be-
fore becoming Fire 
Chief in 1975, a posi-
tion he served until he 
died in 2010.

It was not long after 
that his son Wayne fol-
lowed in his father’s 
footsteps as a “chip off 
the old block”, as Coun-
ty Judge Michael Roach 
put it. 

Judge Roach said 
that he first met Wayne 
while serving his first 

term as justice of the 
peace in 2015. 

“I believe that, at 
the time he was work-
ing for the sheriff’s de-
partment as a deputy 
and Wayne was always 
mild-mannered, very 
quiet and he just had a 
servant’s heart. But he 
was very much a law en-
forcement guy, and by 
that I mean you could 
push him far enough,” 
Judge Roach. “I think I 
only remember him get-
ting upset one time… 
on the scene of a fire a 
guy was trying to make 
his way through a road-
block with his vehicle. 
They were trying to get 
emergency vehicles 
through and Wayne lit 
him up pretty good.”

The county judge de-
scribed how McMullen 

was a very compassion-
ate and quiet kind of 
guy, but also very much 
“pro-law and order.”

“By that I mean, he 
didn’t take any bull. 
The law was the law and 
that was what it was go-
ing to be,” Judge Roach 
said. “...Stephens Coun-
ty is going to miss him 
so much.”

The Stephens County 
Sheriff’s Office placed a 
wreath on McMullen’s 
patrol car in front of the 
Law Enforcement Cen-
ter on 210 E. Dyer St. 
last Tuesday following 
his death.

All flags were also 
flown at half-staff in 
his remembrance and 
the sheriff’s office wel-
comed anyone to come 
by and pay respects to 
honor his memory.

The late Stephens County Constable Wayne Mc-
Mullen died Tuesday morning, April 22 after serving 
as constable since 2021 and in the Breckenridge and 
Stephens County communities for many years prior.

Archive photo

Breckenridge FFA member MacKenzie Cloud was recently one of 21 junior 
stock show-goers of the Fort Worth Stock Show & Rodeo to earn a $10,000 
scholarship last month.

Contributed photo

our classrooms.”
Freeman noted that 

the way the ratings 
are released can be 
improved, stating that 
more context behind 
the numbers would be 
helpful.

“How scores are cal-
culated, what factors 
contributed most to 
the rating and how 
schools can improve 
moving forward,” Free-
man said. “Also, I’d 
love to see additional 
areas included in the 
future, such as student 
well-being, extracurric-
ular involvement or ca-
reer and technical edu-
cation success. These 
are all big parts of a 
student’s experience 
that deserve recogni-
tion too.”

The district received 
a B rating with 83 out 
of 100 for the overall 
rating, which measures 
how much students are 
learning in each grade 
and whether or not 
they are ready for the 
next grade.

“I’m proud of the 
work our students and 
staff have put in. It’s 
a solid rating that re-
flects dedication and 
growth,” Freeman said. 
“But we’re not stopping 
there.”

There are three ar-
eas of performance that 
the A-F accountability 
ratings are based on: 
student achievement, 
school progress and 
closing the gaps.

An A rating is earned 
for a score between 90-
100, a B rating is 80-89, 
a C rating is 70-79, a D 
rating is 60-69 and an 
F rating is anything be-
low 60.

Student achievement 
measures whether stu-
dents met expectations 

on the STAAR test, as 
well as measuring grad-
uation rate and how 
prepared students are 
for post-high school 
success. As a whole, 
the district received a C 
rating in this area with 
a score of 78 out of 100. 
This was a drop from 
the previous year’s rat-
ings for 2021-22, which 
saw BISD score 85.

School  progress 
rates how students 
perform over time and 
how the district’s per-
formance compares 
to other districts with 
similar economically 
disadvantaged student 
populations. BISD also 
saw a drop in its school 
progress rating, drop-
ping from A (91) to B 
(83).

Closing the gaps de-
tails how well a district 
is ensuring that all stu-
dent groups are suc-
cessful. This was the 
one area that the school 
district improved from 
the 2021-22 ratings, as 
they increased from 76 
(C) to 83 (B).

“If we want to move 
from a B to an A, we’ll 
need to focus on ar-
eas like closing aca-
demic gaps, continu-
ing to raise student 
achievement and pro-
viding more support 
and opportunities for 
all learners,” Freeman 
said. “We’re already 
working on initiatives 
in these areas and are 
committed to pushing 
even further.”

Breckenridge High 
School maintained a B 
rating from the previ-
ous year, but did drop 
slightly from 83 in the 
2021-22 to 80. The cam-
pus rated 79 out of 
100 in student achieve-
ment, 80 out of 100 in 
school progress and 

79 out of 100 in closing 
the gaps.

Breckenridge Junior 
High School fell just 
short of increasing to 
an A rating as they re-
ceived an 89 (B) rating, 
an increase of seven 
from the 2021-2022 rat-
ings. BJHS was rated 80 
out of 100 for student 
achievement (an in-
crease of six), 88 out of 
100 for school progress 
(an increase of five) and 
92 out of 100 for closing 
the gaps (an increase 
of 13).

BJHS Principal Laura 
Gibson described how 
the school has contin-
ued to improve while 
she has been there.

“Our score has im-
proved significantly 
in the time that I have 
been here. Our teach-
ers have worked hard 
and we are proud of 
what our students have 
been able to achieve,” 
Gibson said.

South Elementary 
School improved from 
a C (79) in the 2018-19 
ratings to a B (80) in 
the 2021-22 ratings. In 
student achievement, 
the school rated 76 out 
of 100 (an increase of 
three), 81 out of 100 for 
school progress (an in-
crease of one) and 79 
out of 100 for closing 
the gaps (an increase 
of four).

East  E lementar y 
School, which is tied to 
BISD’s overall rating, re-
mained at a B.

Looking ahead, Free-
man stated that she is 
feeling hopeful.

“We’ve made some 
meaningful progress 
this year, and while I 
can’t say exactly where 
we’ll land, I believe 
we’re moving in the 
right direction,” Free-
man said.

A–F
Continued from Page 1

Alex Kielar

news@breckenridgeamerican.com

Breckenridge FFA 
member MacKenzie 
Cloud recently earned 
a $10,000 scholar-
ship from Fort Worth 
Stock Show & Rodeo 
In March.

She was awarded 
the scholarship for her 
performance in the 
calf scramble program 
at the 2024 FWSSR.

Cloud is currently 
a senior at Brecken-
ridge High School and 
received the scholar-
ship from a calf scram-
ble heifer that she 
purchased for partic-
ipation at FWSSR last 
year.

Cloud was one of 21 
student stock show 
goers to receive a 
$10,000 scholarship of 
a total 49 students to 
split $452,000 in schol-

arship awards during 
this year’s stock show 
in March.

She caught a calf on 
Jan. 26, 2024 which led 
to her being eligible 
for this year’s college 
scholarships.

Cloud had a lso 
earned a $500 pur-
chase certificate for a 
show heifer last year. 

Two students also 
received a $16,000 
scholarship, nine re-
ceived a $12,000 schol-
arship and 17 received 
a $6,000 scholarship. 

Since the Fort Worth 
Calf Scramble began 
in 1987, close to 8,000 
4-H and FFA members 
who have caught a calf 
have been awarded a 
combined $4.1 million 
in Heifer purchase cer-
tificates.

According to Cloud’s 
m o t h e r,  H e a t h e r 
Mathiews, she will be 

attending Texas Tech 
University in the fall 
where she will pursue 
an undergraduate de-
gree in animal science. 

After that, her moth-
er said she will even-
tually move on to Tex-
as Tech University 
School of Veterinary 
Medicine to become a 
veterinarian.

“She has wanted to 
be a veterinarian for a 
long time, as she has 
always loved work-
ing with animals,” 
Mathiews said. “What 
began with childhood 
pets soon expanded 
to showing goats, heif-
ers, chickens, pigs, 
lambs and rabbits.”

Mathiews said that 
Cloud plans on return-
ing to Breckenridge af-
ter earning her degree 
in veterinary medicine 
and open up her own 
clinic.
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Easter, 2025, was a 
time like none other!

Before choirs pro-
claimed that He is ris-
en, before church bells 
sounded around the 
world celebrating Je-
sus’ resurrection and 
before children skit-
tered across lawns for 
multicolored eggs, I 
saw history’s greatest 
moment patterned in a 
quiet Fort Worth neigh-
borhood.

It’s a place where tat-
tered lives are trans-
formed by Christ, these 
parolees who earli-
er chose the craggy 
streets of ungodly pur-
suits, inevitably crash-
ing into barriers, their 
lives splintered...

•••
Chandler  Fozard 

founded HOPE Prison 
Ministries in 2009. It 
offers Christ-centered 
HOPE, counseling and 
living.

He was born into a 
dysfunctional family, 
raised in boys’ homes 
and incarcerated by 

age 22. But God’s judg-
ment was just the be-
ginning of his redemp-
tion. Completing his 
incarceration early, he 
likewise was granted 
early release from su-
pervised probation.

Thirteen years later 
in 2001, he was mar-
ried, with a thriving 
business in full swing. 
Then, he felt “led of the 
Lord” to help others 
released from prison. 
There’s a reason why 
he’s often contacted by 
the Texas Juvenile Jus-
tice System, the Texas 
Department of Criminal 
Justice and countless 

others for help….
•••

H O P E ’ S  f o u n d e r 
presses on relentlessly.

I’ve known Chandler 
for about two months, 
believing that he em-
bodies the poetic lines 
on the Statue of Liberty 
that proclaim: “Give me 
your tired, your poor, 
your huddled masses 
yearning to be free.”

‘Tis true, ‘tis true….
•••

His passion exceeds 
life’s highest bar. At 
age 55, he’s on task 
constantly as he prays, 
works and plans, all the 
while dealing with folks 
who are intellectually, 
mentally and/or physi-
cally challenged.

After 5 p.m. one Fri-
day, he drove to Hous-
ton for retrieval of a 
parolee who was off 
to a bad start upon his 
release after 21 years 
in prison. Arrival back 
home was after 4 a.m.

Stricken with multi-
ple illnesses, the “new-
bie” had been denied 

health care by anoth-
er alternative housing 
program, kicked out 
because he was phys-
ically unable to work. 
He was diagnosed with 
congestive heart fail-
ure. Is it any wonder 
that he had been un-
able to work?….

•••
In the early days, 

Chandler and his wife, 
Barbara, housed cli-
ents in a renovated ga-
rage, depending heavi-
ly on faith and funding 
from a few donors. In 
addition to monetary 
donations, the minis-
try is in constant need 
of mentors, vehicles, 
household items and 
more.

Today, housing 44 
men and a few women 
(separately), the min-
istry operates multiple, 
Christ-centered tran-
sitional homes in west 
Fort Worth. Its leader-
ship includes people 
who’ve received min-

Fourteen years ago, 
the legislature passed 
vital protections for 
freedom of speech in 
the Texas Citizens Par-
ticipation Act. This 
week, they’re looking 
to gut it.

The TCPA addresses 
the common problem 
of “strategic lawsuits 
against public partic-
ipation,” or SLAPPs. 
These are frivolous 
lawsuits brought by 
the wealthy or power-
ful against private citi-
zens to stop them from 
exercising their free 
speech rights. 

For example, say 
your loved one is in 
an assisted living fa-
cility, and you think 
the facility is neglect-
ing their care. You file 
a complaint with state 
regulators and then 
post honest, negative 
reviews of the facili-
ty online so that oth-
er people can make an 

informed choice about 
sending their family 
members there.

Then the facility sues 
you, claiming that you 
defamed them. Even 
though the case is frivo-
lous and your criticism 
is protected by the 
First Amendment, you 
have a tough choice: 
stop talking about the 
facility or hire an at-
torney to defend you. 
You don’t want to be 
silenced, but you don’t 
want to go through 
a lengthy, expensive, 
and exhausting legal 
battle.

This was the choice 
facing Carol Hemphill 
when she was sued for 
criticizing the facility 
housing her brother, 
who needed daily care 
after a traumatic brain 
injury. 

Thankfully, the TCPA 
helps people like Carol. 
It allows SLAPP victims 
to get cases dismissed 

quickly, without rack-
ing up huge legal bills. 
It also helps the vic-
tims get lawyers to 
stand up to the bullies 
trying to silence them 
through the courts.

First, the TCPA lets 
a victim immediate-
ly move to dismiss 
the case if they can 
show the claim is mer-
itless and targets their 
speech on issues im-
portant to the com-
munity. Then, if the 
court denies the mo-
tion to dismiss, there’s 
another layer of pro-

tection. The law auto-
matically pauses any 
further court proceed-
ings while the victim 
appeals the ruling, so 
that the case doesn’t 
turn into a sprawling 
legal battle before the 
court of appeals gets 
the chance to toss it 
out. 

When a victim suc-
cessfully gets the case 
dismissed, the TCPA 
also requires the oth-
er side to pay their 
legal bills. This helps 
ensure SLAPP victims 
can afford legal repre-
sentation to fight the 
case, and it deters peo-
ple from filing SLAPPs 
in the first place. Plus, 
it’s just basic fairness: 
if someone deliberate-
ly brings a frivolous 
SLAPP against you, 
they should reimburse 
you for the costs of get-
ting it dismissed.

These protections 
ensure that everyone, 
not just those with 
money, can afford to 
fight for their rights. 
They helped Carol get 
her case dismissed 
and her legal bills paid. 
They helped Ken Mar-
tin, an independent lo-
cal journalist, who was 
sued by a politician for 
reporting factual in-
formation about him. 
And they helped Dante 
Flores-Demarchi, who 
was sued by a wealthy 

See SLAPP, Page 5

A look back at Easter...

For the rich, free speech — for others, a SLAPP in the face

Don Newbury

The Idle American

Carolyn Iodice

Dear Rusty: I am 
thoroughly con-
fused. What do I 
need to do to con-
tinue receiving au-
tomatic Social Se-
curity deposits to 
my bank account, 
and maintain our 
Medicare and Sup-
plement health in-
surance? My wife 
has received her SS 
deposit regularly on 
the 3rd Wednesday 
each month with au-
tomatic bank depos-
it for many years. I 
have received my 
SS deposit regularly 
the 4th Wednesday 
each month with 
automatic bank de-
posit also for many 
years .  Can you 
please tell me what 
to do to continue re-
ceiving these auto-
matic deposits? 

First, I hear that 
we do not need to 
do anything. Then 
I hear that we must 
show up in person 
at our local SS of-
fice to visually con-
firm our identity. We 
live 100 miles away 
from our only SS of-
fice, and apparent-
ly, they don’t take 
walk-ins. Next, I hear 
that we must con-
tact the SS on the 
internet and answer 
their questions in 
order to continue re-
ceiving our checks. I 
am totally confused 
and don’t know 
what to do, and we 
don’t want to miss 
our checks or have 
our Medicare and 
supplemental insur-
ance canceled. Can 
you please help us? 
Signed: Confused 
in Hawaii

Dear Confused: 
I know there have 
been a lot of news 
media reports and 
articles written on 
the recent chang-
es announced by 
the Social Securi-
ty Administration 
(SSA) with respect 
to a need to con-
firm one’s identity 
in-person. Allow me 
to set you mind at 
ease because, from 
what you have de-
scribed (that you 
are already receiv-
ing Social Security 
benefits and Medi-
care insurance), 
you do not need to 

do anything to have 
your Social Security 
benefits, and your 
Medicare insurance 
continue without in-
terruption (and that 
includes your wife 
as well).

That which has 
been reported in the 
media is sometimes 
misleading or mis-
informed, but here 
at the AMA Founda-
tion’s Social Security 
Advisory Service we 
are watching these 
events very close-
ly and can assure 
you that your regu-
lar benefits will con-
tinue uninterrupt-
ed. The only people 
who may be affect-
ed by the SSA’s new 
processes are those 
who are applying 
for Social Security 
for the first time, or 
those who need to 
change where their 
monthly benefit is 
deposited. In those 
cases, the SSA is 
being very careful 
that no fraud is be-
ing attempted and, 
thus, the reason for 
a possible in-per-
son SSA office visit 
(but only in those 
specific unique cir-
cumstances). But 
for you and your 
wife, it will contin-
ue to be “business 
as usual” and you 
will see no interrup-
tion in either your 
monthly Social Se-
curity benefit nor in 
your usual Medicare 
coverage and sup-
plement. You don’t 
need to do anything 
to have all your ben-
efits continue.

So, please relax 
and do not worry. 
And rest assured 
that here at the 
AMAC Foundation 
we are watching all 
events occurring in 
Washington, D.C., 
especially those re-
lated to Social Secu-

Russell Gloor

Social Security Matters

Ask Rusty:
Please clear up our 

confusion about our 

Social Security payments?

See Matters, Page 5

The Breckenridge American offers local readers an opportunity to share their opinions on 
community topics and issues of public importance. Mail or deliver letters to the office at 
114 E. Elm Street in Breckenridge, or e-mail letters to editor@breckenridgeamerican.com. The 
deadline is 5 p.m. Friday for the midweek edition. Letters that do not meet the deadline will 
not be printed in the paper. Letters must be submitted by the author/signee, and not by a 
third-party on behalf of the author/signee. Letters must contain the author’s first name, last 
name, complete address, and telephone number. Only the writer’s name and title of the let-
ter, as appropriate, will be published with the letter. Names cannot be withheld. Letters from 
any candidate who is actively running for any political office will not be published. Writers 
may submit letters of up to 500 words. Letters are not guaranteed to be published in the 
next edition, but every effort to do so will be made. Unverified letters and letters containing 
personal attacks the newspaper deems to be of a libelous nature will not be published. In 
any event, the newspaper reserves the sole discretion to decide whether or not a reader 
submission will be published. All letters and columns featured on the Opinion Page are the 
views of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Breckenridge American.

See Newbury, Page 5
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ANGLICAN

St. Andrews Anglican Church

200 North Easton, 254-559-3172

Donald Sackett, Priest

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Christian Fellowship Church

810 E. Elm, 254-559-8436

Tom Moore, Min.

La Hermosa Assembly of God

909 Jeanette St., 254-559-7329

Raul Duran, Min.

BAPTIST

Bethany Baptist

1911 W. Walker, 254-559-5083

Don Bearden, Min.

Bethel Baptist

804 S. James, 254-559-2072

Clarence Holliman, Min.

Calvary Baptist

401 S. Camden, 254-559-7364

Dan Nelson, Min.

Crystal Falls Baptist

FM 578, Crystal Falls

Danny Lee, Min.

Eliasville Baptist

Eliasville

Wayne Peters, Min.

First Baptist Church

301 S. Rose, 254-559-2295

Andy Rodgers, Min.

First Baptist Church of Woodson

Woodson, Jeremy Smith, Min.

Gunsight Baptist

Hwy. 183 S., 254-559-1620

Rex Boggs, Min.

Mount Olive Baptist

518 S. Dunnigan, 254-559-2500

Gregory Morris, Sr., Min.

Necessity Baptist

7150 C.R. 144, Caddo, 254-559-6775,

John Kinman, Pastor

New Hope Baptist #3

FM 717, Ranger, 254-647-1515

Ronny Guess, Min.

Rose Avenue Baptist

702 N. Rose Ave., 817-724-4047

Russell Brock, Pastor

Trinity Baptist

36 CR 327, 254-559-7405

Pastor Herman (Butch) Hinkle, Jr.

BIBLE

Lord’s Old-Time Gospel

West Elliott, 254-559-8051

The Church of Breckenridge

405 Sunset, 254-559-9790

CATHOLIC

Sacred Heart Catholic

208 S. Miller, 254-559-2860

CHRISTIAN CHURCH

First Christian

101 E. Williams, 254-559-2744

First Christian of Woodson

Michael Patrick, Min.

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints

530 CR 179, Eastland, 435-640-6103

Doug Smith, Branch President

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

Christian Science

401 S. McAmis

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Central Church of Christ

Woodson

Royce Priddy, Min.

Church of Christ

1701 W. Elliott, 254-559-2558

Don Nelson, Min.

Church of Christ

1314 W. Jeanette, 254-559-5001

Albany Church of Christ

417 N. Main Street, 325-762-2078

Russell Scott, Minister

Eliasville Church of Christ

Eliasville – Norman Carpenter, Min.

CONTEMPORARY

Real Church

515 N. Graham Ave.; W.S. 10:30 a.m.

INTERDENOMINATIONAL

Victory Life Church

1612 Hwy. 180 E, 254-559-3600

Dr. Craig Smee, Lead Pastor

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS

Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses

202 FM 3099, 254-559-6830

LUTHERAN

Trinity Lutheran Church

Hwy. 180, Albany, 915-762-3227

Thomas Chandler, Min.

METHODIST

First Methodist Church

419 W. Walker, 254-559-8208

Samantha Chambers, Pastor

St. Paul United Methodist

1504 E. Elm, 254-559-3685

Samantha Chambers, Pastor

NONDENOMINATIONAL

Eolian Community Church

7162 CR 292, 254-559-3829

Genoa Goad, Min.

River of Life Fellowship

122 E. Lindsey, 254-522-8981

James Stewart, Min.

The Light of the World

600 N. Breckenridge Ave.

Inocencio Briones, Min.

The Ridge Cowboy Church @ Lakeside

108 CR 221, 325-370-7673

PENTECOSTAL

The Lighthouse

1509 E. Walker, 254-559-6077

Rev. Will Anderson

PRESBYTERIAN

First Presbyterian Church

1601 W. Elliott, 254-559-2484

Pastor Linda Buchanan Leveridge

This Devotional & Directory 

is made possible by these 

businesses who encourage all of 

us to attend worship services.

Want to support the 
church directory?

Call Krystin at 254-559-5412 

or email 

admgr@breckenridgeamerican.com

Breckenridge 

Auto Parts
“Complete line of auto & engine supplies”

1811 W. Walker • Breckenridge, TX 76424

254-559-8241 4437

Traditional Funerals, Cremations, Monuments, Pre-Planning

1.800.372.5421 � Obit Line: 254.559.OBIT
www.morehartmortuary.net

4457

Morehart Mortuary
of Breckenridge & Albany

4
4
6
0

211 CR151 • Breckenridge, TX 76424 • 1-800-722-8616

www.turnerseed.com

All Kinds of Native 

Grass Seed, Field Seed, 

Wildlife Seed, and 

Wildfl ower Seed

19926

PROUDLY SERVING BRECKENRIDGE SINCE 1965

254-559-3311 | meltonkitchens.com

1. Is the book of Obadiah (KJV) in the Old or New Tes-
tament or neither?

2. Which Babylon king went insane living in the fields 
eating grass? Nebuchadnezzar, Solomon, Daniel, 
Herod

3. From Genesis 23, what was the first land purchase in 
the Bible? Garden, Hilltop, Cave, River shore
4. Which apostle was foreordained to minister to the 
Gentiles? Thomas, Paul, Andrew, John

5. According to Song of Solomon 1:2, what is love bet-
ter than? Food, Wine, Money, Song

6. Which son of the dying Jacob did he compare to a 
vicious lion? Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah

ANSWERS: 1) Old, 2) Nebuchadnezzar, 3) Cave, 4) 
Paul, 5) Wine, 6) Judah

Have changes? 

Need something added? 

Email design@grahamleader.com.

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)

Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    

LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800

LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

NEED EXTRA CASH !!! ???

Travel Trai lers l 5th Wheels   
Goosenecks l Bumper Pulls  

In Any Area!!!  Any Condition!!!
Old/New !!!    Dirty or Clean !!!

I PAY CA$H    956-466-7001
No Title – No Problem – We Can Apply For One

ANR Enterprises

I BUY RVs & 

MOBILE HOMEs
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Newbury
Continued from Page 4

istry from HOPE, and 
others who’ve known 
Chandler and been as-
sociated with HOPE for 
many years.

Clearly, the Lord 
has provided. An arti-
cle in the Fort Worth 
Star-Telegram touched 
the hearts of several 
eventual donors, one 
of whom--a CPA and 
wealth manager--con-
tinues to provide sig-
nificant support so crit-
ical to the ministry’s 
continuance….

•••
Though it might be 

an overstatement to 
describe facilities as 
modest, therein HOPE 
abounds, love thrives 
and victories are many.

In a computer lab, cli-
ents worked on scrip-
turally-bathed curric-
ula.

I met six clients-
-most in their early 
20s--who’ve put trou-
bled drug issues be-
hind them. Two of 
the couples are soon 
to be married, with 
C h a n d l e r - - f o u n d -
er of the program’s 
More Than Redemp-
tion Church--officiat-
ing. The couples will 
reside in the house 
recently established 
for married couples. 
Their comments about 
HOPE were tearful; I 
joined them in joyous 
boo-hooing….

•••
With two decades 

of service, HOPE is 
gaining momentum but 
remains in constant 
need of regular donors. 
Learn more on its Face-
book, YouTube and Ins-
tagram channels.

Hundreds of clients 
have been served to 
date. Among those 
mentored by HOPE 
during and after incar-
ceration, not one has 
returned to prison. One 
recently completed his 
GED and is seeking col-
lege admission!

Their church attracts 
some 50 worshipers 
most Sundays. Guests 
are welcome; under-
standably, few attend. 
I was chilled by Chan-
dler’s parting com-
ment. “Each year, we 
participate in North 
Texas Giving Day. We 
are grateful for gifts re-
ceived, but pet char-
ities receive more.” 
(HopeGivesBack.com 
provides more infor-
mation.) Perhaps it was 
providential that I vis-
ited on Maundy Thurs-
day, reflective of Jesus’ 
Last Supper, when he 
urged His disciples to 
love one another….

•••
Dr. Newbur y is a 

speaker in the Metro-
plex. Contact: 817-447-
3872. Email: newbury@
speakerdoc.com. Audio 
at speakerdoc.com.

SLAPP
Continued from Page 4

school board member 
for publicly raising 
concerns about cor-
ruption.

In addition to pro-
tecting individual vic-
tims, the TCPA pro-
tects a culture of open 
political discourse. 
In 2023, John Seago, 
the president of Tex-
as Right to Life, testi-
fied against amending 
the TCPA because of 
its importance to in-
dividuals and organi-
zations that work on 
important political is-
sues. He testified that 
he, his organization, 
and other Texans had 
been hit with 19 differ-
ent lawsuits simply for 
speaking about abor-
tion after passage of 
the Texas Heartbeat 

Act, which banned 
most abortions in the 
state. “We turned to 
the TCPA since we 
were being targeted 
simply for our activ-
ism,” he said last year.

Despite this enor-
mous success, the 
legislature is current-
ly considering bills to 
tear chunks out of the 
TCPA. 

This week, a House 
committee is going to 
vote on HB 2988, from 
Rep. Mano DeAyala 
(R-Houston), which 
would end the require-
ment for people who 
file SLAPPs to pay 
the other side’s legal 
bills when the case 
is dismissed. This 
would make it hard-
er for SLAPP victims 
to get lawyers to de-

fend their free speech 
rights, and invite more 
suits aimed at silenc-
ing people – a fun-
damental encroach-
ment of constitutional 
rights.

In the coming weeks, 
we expect other com-
mittees to take up SB 
336/HB 2459. The bills 
authored by Sen. Bry-
an Hughes, R-Mineola, 
and Rep. Jeff Leach, 
R-Plano) would re-
move the TCPA’s au-
tomatic pause while 
a victim appeals their 
motion to dismiss the 
SLAPP. 

The only people who 
benefit from weaken-

ing these parts of the 
TCPA are those with 
deep pockets who 
want to abuse the 
courts to silence their 
opponents. For those 
people, these bills are 
a gift. 

For Texans like Car-
ol, who just want to 
speak their mind with-
out being hauled into 
court, they’re a slap in 
the face.

Carolyn Iodice is Leg-
islative and Policy Di-
rector at the Foun-
dation for Individual 
Rights and Expression, 
a national free speech 
group.

Matters
Continued from Page 4

rity and Medicare, and 
will promptly inform 
our members of any-
thing which affects 
them.

This article is intend-
ed for information pur-
poses only and does 
not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions 
and interpretations 
of the AMAC Founda-
tion’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the Na-

tional Social Security 
Association (NSSA). 
NSSA and the AMAC 
Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliat-
ed with or endorsed 
by the Social Securi-
ty Administration or 
any other governmen-
tal entity. To submit 
a question, visit our 
website (amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory) 
or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.
org.
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Ads areAds are

FREE FREE ONLINEONLINE!!
Place your ad

today & get

double exposure!

Call us Call us today attoday at

254-559-5412254-559-5412

CLASSIFIEDS
Line Ad Rate:

$15 for 15 words or less

Over 15 words, 50¢ a word

Line Ad Deadlines

9:00 am Monday
(Classifi ed line ad: an ad that
runs with only words, no box)

Breckenridge American 254-559-5412

GET IT SOLD with a Classifi ed Ad

breckenridgeamerican.com/classifi eds   •   classifi ed@grahamleader.com

EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

Every housing advertisement published in the Breckenridge American is subject to all provisions of the Federal Fair Housing Act.

LOCAL NEWS

At Your Fingertips

www.breckenridgeamerican.com

www.grahamleader.com

www.jacksboronewspapers.com

510 HELP WANTED

700 FOR RENT - APARTMENTS

CONQUISTADOR
APARTMENTS

1101 West Elliott • Breckenridge, TX 76424

254-559-6792

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS

On-Site Laundry • Close to Schools • Quality Affordable

SECTION 8 HOUSING AVAILABLE
— HANDICAP UNIT AVAILABLE —

— COME CHECK US OUT —

TDD# 800-735-2989

This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider/Employer EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY
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VACANC
IES VACANCIES

Net a new job

- hook, line & sinker

with the

Classifi eds.

BreckenridgeAmerican.com

Fishing for

a New

Career?
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CLASSIFIEDS 

GET 

RESULTS!

Call us at

254-559-5412!

650 FOR SALE–FARM & RANCH

LEGACY RANCHES • RAW LAND INVESTMENTS

GRAZING LAND • HUNTING RANCHES

WWW.CFRLAND.COM  |  940.549.7700

801 ELM STREET, GRAHAM, TEXAS 76450
15625

TexSCAN Week of 
April 27-May 3, 2025

ACREAGE

Waterfront Land Sale — June 7th only, off of 
Matagorda Bay. Texas’ Newest Waterfront Community 
featuring 1-3 acre properties starting at $49,900. By 
appointment on June 7th: 830-310-6195.

AUCTION

Land Auction May 22 — 410 ± acres commercial, 
home site acreages, and recreational land offered in 13 
parcels located 8 minutes northeast of Mount Pleasant 
along Interstate 30. 918-550-8118, CJ-Auctions.com.

Coyote Hills Ranch Production Sale — Sat., May 3, 
1 p.m., Chattanooga, OK. Selling 75 lots of pairs with 
15 bulls. Bid live online at www.LiveAuctions.tv. For 
more information, call 580-704-6739 or view catalog 
online at www.coyotehillsok.com. 

CHARITY

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support 
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

EMPLOYMENT

Lake City Area Medical Center is hiring a Mid-
Level Provider. Benefit package, retirement, PTO, 
conference/CE allowance, HSA. $95,000-$110,000/yr. 
EOE Send CVs to lcmedcenter@lcamc.net or request 
job descriptions.

ENERGY

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just 
a generator. It’s a power move.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

SunSetter. America’s Number One Awning! Instant 

shade at the touch of a button. Transform your deck or 

patio into an outdoor oasis. Up to 10-year limited war-

ranty. Call now and SAVE $350 today! 844-997-3014 

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 

Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 

compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 

Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

OIL & GAS RIGHTS

We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 

and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 

Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 

offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 

Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-

1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WATER DAMAGE

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  

A small amount of water can lead to major damage 

in your home. Our trusted professionals do complete 

repairs to protect your family and your home’s value! 

Call 24/7: 1-833-879-1450. Have zip code of service 

location ready when you call! 

WANTED

Need Extra Cash  — I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 

–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 

Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 

or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 

can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 

Enterprises, 956-466-7001!

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 

200 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

1108 W. Walker Street • Breckenridge, TX 76424

www.breckenridgeamerican.com • 254-559-5412

Show
& Sell

Browse 
& Buy

To Place Your Ad:
254-559-5412

admgr@breckenridgeamerican.com

Run Your Show & Sell Ad*

for as Little as $14.95!

To Subscribe:
254-559-5412
circulation@grahamleader.com
Get Free Unlimited Online Access
With Your Home Delivery Subscription!

Breckenridge American Classifi eds
make it easy to connect with local buyers

and sellers - in print and online!

Call us today to see how we can help 
you sell your unwanted property!

Breckenridge American
CLASSIFIEDS

*Show & Sell pricing not available for real property ads (homes, mobile homes, etc.).

Up to 20 words, 50¢ per additional word. Only one item per ad.

660 FOR SALE-LOTS/ACREAGE

Wes t s i d e  PK  Lake , 
6.48 acres, beautiful 
lake views, $300,000. 
Serious inquiries, please. 
940-282-1110

600 AUCTIONS

670 FOR SALE - LAKE PROPERTY

3113 PR 2641, Breckenridge

$325,000

Call Vicky Blair, Agent
at 940-224-4799

to schedule a showing!

WATERFRONT HOME FOR SALE

4 bedroom/2 bath brick home with covered 

dock and boat lift. Turn-key with everything

in the home included!

IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE

254-559-5412

Now Hiring at 
Breckenridge DQ

TEAM MEMBERS NEEDED 

– ALL SHIFTS –

FULL-TIME & PART-TIME 

POSITIONS AVAILABLE

COMPETITIVE PAY

FRIENDLY WORK ENVIRONMENT

FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING

GROWTH OPPORTUNITIES

APPLY TODAY:
www.RichesonDQ.com

2
9
4
7
1



 

ATTENTION ADVERTISERS: 

Errors & Adjustments
Please check your ad the first day that it runs to see that 
all of the information is correct. This will ensure that 
your ad is exactly what you want readers to see. Call us 
at 254-559-5412 the first day if you find an error. We must 
limit our financial responsibilities, if any, to the charge 
for the space and cannot be responsible for incorrect ads 
after the first day of publication.
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POPEYE by Randy Milholland

ENTERTAINMENT

THE SPATS by Jeff Pickering     

OUT ON A LIMB by Gary Kopervas

Look for answers in the Classifieds.

Crossword

Midweek

Edition

800 PUBLIC/LEGAL NOTICES

CITY OF BRECKENRIDGE
N O T I C E  O F  P U B L I C 
HEARINGS
Pursuant to Section 22-4-
(B)(3) of the Breckenridge 
Code of Ordinances, 
the Planning & Zoning 
Commission will hold a 
public hearing on:
DATE: Monday, May 19, 
2025
TIME: 5:30 PM
PLACE: City Commission 
Chambers, 105 N. Rose 
Ave.
Pursuant to Section 22-4-

(B)(5) of the Breckenridge 
Code of Ordinances, the 
City Commission will hold 
a public hearing on:
DATE: Tuesday, June 3, 
2025
TIME: 5:30 PM
PLACE: City Commission 
Chambers, 105 N. Rose 
Ave.
The public hearings will be 
to consider:
The property owner of 
1103 N. Harvey request a 
Specific Use Permit at this 
location for the placement 

of a tiny house. This lot 
is zoned R4 - General 
Dwelling District.
Any and a l l  persons 
interested in the above 
referenced i tem may 
at tend such hear ing 
and wi l l  be given an 
opportunity to be heard.
By: /s/ Cynthia Northrop
Cynthia Northrop
City Manager
City of Breckenridge, 
Texas

Why Public Notice Should 
Remain in Newspapers

Newspapers 
remain the primary 
vehicle for public 
notice in 

all 50 states

Publishing notices  
on the internet  
is neither  
cheap  
nor free

Since the first U.S. Congress, 
public officials have 

understood that newspapers 
are the best medium  

to notify the public about 
official matters because  

they contain the 

essential 
elements of 

public notice:

Accessibility

Independence

Verifiability

Archivability

Along with open meeting  

and freedom of information  

laws, public notice is an  

essential element of the 

three-legged 
stool 
of government 
transparency

This is not about 
“newspapers vs the internet”.

It’s newspapers and 
newspaper websites vs 
government websites
and newspaper websites have  
a much larger audience.  
Moving notice from newspapers  
to government websites would

reduce the presence of public 
notices on the internet

vs
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Verifying publication 
is difficult-to-
impossible on the web. 
That’s why the courts 

subject digital evidence to 

far greater scrutiny  

than evidence  

published in  

newspapers

Newsprint is inherently superior 
to the internet for public notice
because reading a newspaper is a serendipitous process.

Citizens continue 
to learn about vital 
civic matters from 

newspaper 
notices. 

Documented examples of 

people taking action and 

alerting their community 

after reading a newspaper 

notice are reported on a 

regular basis. (See page 10)

Significant 

numbers of 

people in rural 

areas still lack 

high-speed 

internet access. 
Those who are older 

than 65 or who have 

lower incomes or lack 

high-school diplomas 

are also cut off from 

the internet in far 

higher numbers than 

the average.

Requiring independent, third-
party newspapers to ensure that 
public notices run in accordance 
with the law helps 

prevent government 
officials from hiding 
information 
they would prefer the public not to see

Moreover, the real

digital divide  
for public notice 
is growing 
due to the massive 
migration to smartphones 
and other small-screen 
digital devices

We find things in newspapers we weren’t expecting to 
see. On the internet, we search for specific information 
and ignore everything else.

Governments aren’t very good at publishing information  
on the internet. Unlike newspaper publishers,

public officials aren’t compelled by the  
free market to operate effective websites.

Grade

24630
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Alex Kielar

news@breckenridgeamerican.com

With spring sports 
winding down, tennis 
and baseball were the 
only sports in action 
last week. The baseball 
squad begins playoff 
competition this week, 
while the tennis season 
ended early last week 
at the district tourna-
ment. 

In the lone game that 
the Bucks played last 
week, senior Nieko 
Martinez showed out 
for the home crowd 
one last time on Se-
nior Night, Monday, 
April 21. For his perfor-
mance, the catcher has 
been named the Breck-
enridge American Ath-
lete of the Week. 

Meanwhile, at the dis-
trict tournament, the 
girls doubles team of 
Victoria Martinez and 
Maria Duran competed 
against the fourth-seed 
Aubrey Deal and Kylie 
Robles of Comanche. 
The pair did their best 
against a tough oppo-
nent in just their sec-
ond time competing as 
a doubles team. Duran 
and Martinez are the 
Breckenridge Ameri-
can Co-Athletes of the 
Week. 

Nieko Martinez 

After being honored 
prior to the game on Se-
nior Night last Monday, 
April 21, Martinez came 
through for the Bucks 
in what ultimately was 
their final game before 
playoffs. Due to a wet 
field, the game at Tolar 
that would have been 
the regular season fina-
le Friday, April 25, was 
canceled. In the game 
earlier in the week, 

Martinez broke a score-
less tie in the third in-
ning. With two runners 
on and one out, Mar-
tinez smacked a pitch 
the other way down the 
right field line. 

The ball rolled all the 
way to the wall, and the 
senior catcher wound 
up on third base with 
a two-RBI triple. Al-
though the Bucks ulti-
mately lost the game, 
5-4, to the Rattlers, Mar-
tinez put his mark on 
the game. Tolar didn’t 
even want to deal with 
the slugger later in the 
game, as they intention-
ally walked him to load 
the bases in the sev-
enth inning. 

Maria Duran and 

Victoria Martinez

After previously only 
competing together 
as a doubles team one 
other time, due to Du-
ran also competing in 
track, the pair had a 
commendable perfor-

mance at the district 
tournament, despite 
falling in straight sets. 

“They could’ve used 
more time in doubles, 
but with spring being 
so busy we just didn’t 
have time,” Coach Sid-
nee Martinez said. 
“They faced a tough 
draw, but did the best 
they could.”

The doubles team 
lost in the first round 
against the Comanche 
doubles team of Deal 
and Robles that was 
ranked fourth in the 
tournament, 6-1 and 
6-2. 

Duran had just com-
peted in the girls dis-
cus final at the regional 
track meet at Abilene 
Christian University 
the week prior, so just 
the fact she went from 
that to trying to pre-
pare for the tennis tour-
nament in a short peri-
od of time, says a lot 
about the type of effort 
it took.

Alex Kielar

news@breckenridgeamerican.com

Following the can-
cellation of their last 
regular season game 
Friday, April 25 at 
Tolar, the Buckaroos 
will enjoy a nine-day 
break before facing 
the Hawks in Iowa 
Park tomorrow, May 
1, to commence the 
bi-district playoffs. 

They last played 
Monday, April 21 at 
home against Tolar 
in what was their se-
nior night. 

They ultimately 
dropped the game, 
6-5, as the Rattlers 
came back after the 
Bucks got out to a 
3-0 lead. 

The Bucks finished 
the season with an 
overall record of 10-
11-1 and 8-4 in district 
play to finish third in 
3A Region 1 District 8. 
Their opponent, Iowa 
Park won their last 
six games to finish 
the season 19-7, in-
cluding a 9-3 district 
record. The Hawks 
earned second place 
in 3A Region 1 Dis-
trict 7. 

After getting swept 
by Jacksboro in ear-
ly April, Iowa Park 
earned wins over 
S p r i n g t o w n  a n d 
Boyd before sweep-

ing Henrietta and 
City View to end the 
season. 

Head Coach Jere-
my West described 
how Iowa Park is a 
good, well-coached 
team. 

“That district is a 
gauntlet, [Iowa Park] 
lost a couple close 
games and they beat 
up on each other all 
season,” West said. 
“They have a lot of 
good pitching. But 
it’s one game and 
anything can hap-
pen.”

The Hawks have a 
team ERA of 1.99 on 
the season, accord-
ing to their MaxPreps 
page. Their top three 
pitchers are soph-
omore AJ Ramirez, 
freshman CJ McNeill 
and freshman Brax-
ton Vest. 

The young pitch-
ing trio dominated 
all season, which in-
cluded Vest not al-
lowing any earned 
runs while striking 
out 17 over nine ap-
pearances and 10 
1/3 innings pitched. 
Ramirez posted a 
0.88 ERA and struck 
out 85 batters in 48 
innings over nine ap-
pearances. McNeill 
held a 1.21 ERA in 
40 1/3 innings over 
eight appearances 

and struck out 53. 
Coach West said 

that it will be all 
hands on deck for the 
Bucks pitching-wise 
and they had not de-
cided on a starter as 
of Sunday evening, 
April 27. 

A key for the Bucks 
if they are to pull out 
a win is to execute 
well and not give 
away free outs offen-
sively or free base-
runners defensively. 
They have recorded 
the number of errors, 
walks, hit-by-pitch-
es, passes balls, wild 
pitches, balks, offen-
sive strikeouts, sto-
len bases against and 
other free 90 feet for 
each game of the sea-
son. 

In the games that 
the Bucks “win the 
sheet ,”  in  other 
words have less free-
bies than the other 
team, they are 7-1. 
When they lose the 
sheet, they are 3-3. 

“We have been 
swinging the bats 
well, when we exe-
cute and play good 
defense we put our-
selves in a good po-
sition to win,” West 
said. “We just have to 
make one good crack 
at it and see if we can 
make some magic 
happen.”

Bucks face Hawks 
tomorrow in 

bi-district matchup 

The Bucks huddle together before their Senior Night game Monday, April 
21 against Tolar. That was the last game they played and have nine days off 
before playing a bi-district matchup at Iowa Park tomorrow. 

Photo/Alex Kielar 

Maria Duran (left) and doubles teammate Victoria Martinez competed at the dis-
trict tennis tournament Monday, April 21, only the second time the two compet-
ed together. While they were defeated in the opening round, it was against the 
fourth-seed in the girls’ doubles tournament and they put their best foot forward 
despite not having much practice time together. 

Contributed photos

Nieko Martinez has been named Breckenridge 
American Athlete of the Week for his performance 
last week on Senior Night, Monday, April 21 in which 
he recorded a two-run triple to get the scoring started 
in the lone game for the Bucks as they start their play-
off journey this week. 

Photo/Alex Kielar 

Martinez and Duran, Martinez 
named Athletes of the Week

Breck tennis season comes to end at district tournament
Alex Kielar

news@breckenridgeamerican.com

The Breckenridge 
boys and girls tennis 
teams competed in 
the District 8-3A tour-
nament at Early High 
School early last week 
and saw their seasons 
come to an end Mon-
day, April 21. 

Ryan Waller and Bry 
Armstrong were the 
two boys singles play-
ers to compete in the 
tournament, while Ken-
zie Blackman compet-
ed in girls singles and 
the girls doubles team 

of Maria Duran and 
Victoria Martinez also 
played.  

“Overall, we did well. 
I had one person re-
turning from our ten-
nis team last year, two 
freshmen, two soph-
omores and a senior 
who had never played 
tennis before,” Coach 
Sidnee Martinez said. 
“Spring is busy. We ran 
into where everybody 
did something [else] 
in spring except three 
kids. My two sopho-
more boys, one plays 
baseball and the other 
plays golf. It was tough 
because they missed 

tournaments, includ-
ing district, due to con-
flicts.”

Both Waller and Arm-
strong advanced to the 
next round of the boys 
singles tournament, 
each taking down their 
opponent in straight 
sets. Waller won his 
sets, 6-0 and 6-5, against 
Comanche’s Camren 
Nelson and Armstrong 
took down Nelson’s 
teammate Braxton 
Moore, 6-1 and 6-1, to 
win the match. 

Waller went on to 
face the top seed in the 
district, Tag Hooks of 
Peaster. After falling 6-0 

in the first set, Waller 
had a more competitive 
second set, but still lost 
it 6-5, to ultimately lose 
the match. Hooks went 
on to be crowned the 
district champion. 

Armstrong, the lone 
returner for Coach Mar-
tinez, was able to ad-
vance one round fur-
ther than his teammate, 
defeating third-seeded 
Pilot Ramirez of Mill-
sap in straight sets, 7-6 
and 6-0. 

In the next match, 
Armstrong fell to sec-
o n d - s e e d e d  B re t t 
Thomas of Peaster, los-
ing both sets 6-0. 

“Bry competed well 
and showed great 
growth from last year. 
He went to district and 
competed well,” Marti-
nez said. 

Martinez noted that 
the junior showed ma-
turity in his skillset this 
year and is excited to 
see how he competes 
in his senior year. 

Armstrong still had 
one more match to 
play, the third-place 
match against Early’s 
Tanner Lyon. After los-
ing the first set, 6-2, he 
forced a third set as he 
tied the match at one 
set apiece with a 6-3 win 

in the second. But then 
in the decisive third set, 
Armstrong fell 6-3 to 
lose the match and fin-
ish in fourth place. 

Blackman fel l  in 
straight sets, 6-0 and 
6-1, to Millsap’s Katelyn 
Meador. 

The doubles team 
of Duran and Martinez 
faced a tough draw in 
the first round of their 
tournament, facing off 
against fourth-seeded 
Aubrey Deal and Kylie 
Robles of Comanche. 
They were defeated in 
straight sets, 6-1 and 
6-2, and were eliminat-
ed. 


