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Lady Bucks player helps 
build volleyball skills

Former Lady Bucks volleyball player Jesi Warren, who played on the varsity team for 
three years, hosted a two-day volleyball camp at the Breckenridge Auxiliary Gym of the 
Athletic and Fine Arts Center last week. Warren presented awards to those she viewed 
as the best players for the camp on the fi nal day Tuesday, June 17. Warren played her fi rst 
two years at Clarendon College and will be attending McMurry University in Abilene 
next school year. 
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High 93 | Low 73
Precipitation 7%
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High 94 | Low 74
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High 96 | Low 76
Precipitation 14%
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High 98 | Low 76
Precipitation 2%
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High 98 | Low 76
Precipitation 2%
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High 95 | Low 74
Precipitation 23%
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High 92 | Low 74
Precipitation 24%
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The Breckenridge Cham-
ber of Commerce has de-
cided to cancel this year’s 
Boomfest, citing that they 
fell short of their fundrais-
ing goal for the patriotic 
event, which is typically 
held at Hubbard Creek Lake 
every July. 

The announcement that 
the event was canceled 
came via a Facebook post 
Wednesday, July 18. Al-
though they are not holding 
Boomfest this year, prepa-
rations are beginning for 
the 2026 version, which will 
notably be the 250th anni-
versary of the United States 
of America. 

The chamber held a 10k 
fun run and walk to help 
raise funds for the event, 

which took place Saturday, 
June 21, at Breckenridge 
Park. The funds raised from 
the 10k will now instead be 
used for next year. There 
were nine participants in 
the 10k Saturday morning, 
which went off at the Breck-
enridge City Park and was 
not offi cially timed. 

Winning the 10k with an 
unoffi cial time of about 45 
minutes was Bodie Skiles, 
an incoming Breckenridge 
ISD junior who runs cross 
country and track. As the 
winner, Skiles had a choice 
between three prizes be-
ing offered to the top three 
fi nishers. The prize that he 
chose was a one-hour hot 
massage at Halo Cosmetics. 

Coming in second place, 
a few minutes after Skiles, 
was Scott Kirkowski, who 
chose the one-hour IV hy-

dration session at Rhaine 
Med Spa as his prize. The 
third-place finisher was 
Stephens County Precinct 
4 Commissioner Tanner 
Wade, who earned the fi -
nal prize of a one-hour hot 
stone massage at Spa Mer-
aki. 

The fi rst girl runner to 
cross the fi nish line and 
fourth overall was Abbi-

Scott Kirkowski was the second runner to cross the fi nish line 
for the Breckenridge Chamber of Commerce 10k run and walk 
Saturday morning, June 21 at the Breckenridge City Park.
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Stephens County 4-H 
announced last week that 
one of their own, Sylee 
Mitchell, has been newly 
elected as the District 3 
4-H parliamentarian. 

An incoming junior, 
Mitchell was elected out 
of 11 other candidates 
across the district to rep-
resent its 4-H program. 
There are 12 total 4-H dis-
tricts across the state, 

each with its own par-
liamentarians. District 
3, along with Stephens 
County, also includes 
Hall, Motley, Dickens, 
Kent, Childress, Cottle, 
King, Stonewall, Harde-
man, Foard, Knox, Has-
kell, Wilbarger, Baylor, 
Throckmorton, Wichita, 
Archer, Young, Clay, Jack, 
Palo Pinto, Montague, 
Wise and Parker counties.

Duties of a 4-H District 
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The Texas Education 
Agency (TEA) released its 
spring 2025 State of Texas 
Assessments of Academic 
Readiness results for both 
End-of-Course assessments 
and grades 3-8 over the last 
two weeks.  

The EOC results, which 
include district and campus 
level performance, were 
released Tuesday, June 10 

STAAR 3-8, EOC results 
released for Spring 2025

2025 Boomfest canceled, 
chamber cites limited funding

Sylee Mitchell 

elected District 3 

4-H parliamentarian

See 4-H, Page 2

Stephens County 4H member Sylee Mitchell was recently 
elected as District 3 4-H parliamentarian, elected out of 
11 other candidates to the position which covers 11 other 
counties along with Stephens County. 
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See STAAR, Page 3

See Boomfest, Page 3

� e Texas Education Agency recently released the spring 2025 
results for the State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readi-
ness results for both End-of-Course assessments and grades 3-8 
over the last two weeks.  Results were distributed for campuses 
and the district as a whole. � e results are available online for 
public viewing at tea.texas.gov.
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Obituaries

Patricia Ann Bailey Atkins
June 25, 1940 - June 15, 2025

Patricia Ann Bailey Atkins of Breckenridge, Texas 
passed away peacefully on June 15, 2025 in Odessa, 
Texas at the age of 84. She was born to William Roy 
and Helen Mattie Lucas Bailey on June 25, 1940 in San 
Saba, Texas. She attended Cherokee ISD. She was a 
devoted daughter, sister, wife, mother, grandmother, 
great grandmother, and great-great grandmother.

Patricia worked in retail and was an amazing sew-
ist, artist, and crafter, sharing her gifts with family and 

friends. She was a member of Church of Christ.
She was a partner in B&AA Drilling, specializing in seismograph exploration, 

working all around West Texas, Arizona, Montana, North Dakota, Wyoming, & 
Utah. She raised 5 sons and later in life, 3 stepchildren.

Patricia was an adventurous soul who loved the outdoors, camping, and trav-
eling. She went river rafting for the first time at age 72 in Colorado, after being 
flipped from the raft, she sprang up from the river exclaiming, “I am Okay!”, to con-
clude that multi-state trip she also rode a Texas Longhorn. She enjoyed cruises 
with family and friends and was always up for any adventurous activity thrown 
her way.

Patricia was preceded in death by her late husband William Travis Atkins, Sr. on 
August 8, 1979 and infant granddaughter, Jessica Ann Atkins preceded her death 
on March 26, 1998. She was also preceded in death by her second late husband 
Joseph Ezekiel on July 17, 1997.

She is survived by her sons: Timmy Wayne Atkins and wife: Julia of Big Spring, 
TX, Barry Len Atkins and wife Julie of White Rocks, UT, William “Bo” Benroy Atkins 
and wife Carol of Breckenridge, TX, William Travis Atkins of Colorado City, TX, Pat-
rick Wade Atkins and wife Monica McGreggor, TX. She is survived by 2 Betty Faye 
Moore of Burlington, TX and Linda Pauline Bailey of Round Rock, TX.

She is also survived by her 18 grandchildren, 43 great grandchildren, and 11 
great grandchildren, and numerous nieces & nephews. She will be greatly missed.

A celebration of her life will be at a later date.
Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral Home. Pay your respects online at 

www.myersandsmith.com

4-H

Continued from Page 1

Council parliamentari-
an include keeping or-
der at club meetings 
and all events while fol-
lowing 4-H parliamen-
tary procedure guide-

lines and working as 
a team with the other 
officers, as well as ad-
vising the president on 
parliamentary proce-
dure and helping train 
all club officers in par-

liamentary procedure.
Stephens County 4-H 

Extension Agent Jessie 
Shortes raved about 
the work that Mitchell 
has done with 4-H and 
described her level of 
appreciation for that 
hard work. 

“Sylee is a leader in 
the community and she 
advocates for 4-H in ev-
erything she does. She 
has done many proj-
ects that implement 
those skills,” Shortes 
said. 

Mitchell was one of 
12 Breckenridge High 
School students to go 
to state for Family, Ca-
reer and Communi-
ty Leaders of Ameri-
ca (FCCLA) in April, 
where she and Emery 
Smith earned a third-
place medal for their 
presentation on sports 
nutrition. 

“We are very proud 
that Sylee is represent-
ing us at the district lev-
el,” Shortes said. 

Gov. Greg Abbott 
just before the mid-
night deadline Sun-
day vetoed a bill on 
THC products and said 
he would call a spe-
cial legislative ses-
sion to regulate prod-
ucts containing the 
substance, the Austin 
American-Statesman 
reported. The veto an-
gered the bill’s chief 
champion, Lt. Gov. 
Dan Patrick.

The governor’s deci-
sion was being closely 
watched by both sup-
porters of the bill, in-
cluding law enforce-
ment, and opponents, 
the latter of which in-
cluded those in the 
hemp industry, liber-
tarian conservatives, 
and veterans’ groups.  
The veto came about 
30 minutes before the 
midnight deadline.

“At worst, Senate 
Bill 3 would be per-
manently invalidated 
by the courts,” Abbott 
wrote. “At best, its im-
plementation would 
be delayed for years as 
the case winds its way 
through the legal sys-
tem. We can do better.”

The 30-day special 
session on how or 
whether to regulate 
products containing 
THC will begin July 21.

Patrick quickly de-
nounced the veto.

“His late-night veto, 
on an issue supported 
by 105 of 108 Republi-
cans in the legislature, 
strongly backed by law 
enforcement, many in 
the medical and edu-
cation communities, 
and the families who 
have seen their loved 
ones’ lives destroyed 
by these very danger-
ous drugs, leaves them 
feeling abandoned,” 
he wrote on X.

If SB3 had gone into 
effect, tens of thou-
sands of businesses 
selling hemp-infused 
products would have 
faced closure.

Abbott late Sunday 
also signed bills ap-
proving the state bud-

get and an overhaul of 
the Texas lottery.

Governor signs $10B 
water plan; now 
voters to decide

Gov. Greg Abbott 
signed two bills into 
law last week that will 
launch a $20 billion in-
vestment in the state’s 
water infrastructure 
if voters approve the 
proposed constitu-
tional amendment in 
November.

If voters pass the 
measure, $1 billion in 
state tax revenues will 
be set aside for water 
projects each year, the 
Houston Chronicle re-
ported.

“This session, Tex-
as confronted a cri-
sis,” Abbott said when 
signing the bill in Lub-
bock. “Compounding 
a problem of inade-
quate sources of wa-
ter, we lose about 88 
billion gallons of water 
a year because of bro-
ken, busted and aged 
pipes.”

The  new funds 
would be spent on re-
pairing those leaks in 
aging water systems 
and on finding new 
sources of water.

State Sen. Charles 
Perry, R-Lubbock, con-
sidered the Legisla-
ture’s chief water ex-
pert, shepherded the 
legislation through the 
Senate. He said pas-
sage of the proposed 
amendment would 
change how the state 
approaches its water 
needs, which are ex-
panding rapidly be-
cause of growth, aging 
infrastructure, and in-

creased industrial de-
mand.

“It’s going to be a lit-
tle bit of a cultural shift 
from the way we do 
water in Texas,” Perry 
said. “We’re moving 
from a siloed, city-by-
city conversation to 
where we’re going to 
have more oversight 
and more of a coordi-
nated effort.”

State audit finds 
major lapses in jail 
systems

A recent audit of the 
agency in charge of 
overseeing the state’s 
county jails faulted 
the Texas Commission 
on Jail Standards for 
failing to consistent-
ly investigate prison-
er complaints, main-
tain accurate records 
or complete legally 
required inspections, 
the Texas Standard re-
ported.

The audit, which 
covered the period 
from October 2022 to 
December 2024, iden-
tified some of the fail-
ures as “high risk.”

“These weakness-
es increase the risk 
that the Commis-
sion will not identify 
a jail in violation of 
minimum standards, 
which could affect the 
safety and well-being 
of inmates,” auditors 
wrote.

In a written response 
to the audit, the TCJS 
said it agreed with the 
findings and plans to 
implement fixes by 
Aug. 1.

“TCJS will improve 
its processes and up-
hold its commitment 
to effective oversight 
and accountability,” 
the agency wrote.

•••
Gary Borders is a 

veteran award-winning 
Texas journalist. He 
published a number 
of community newspa-
pers in Texas during a 
30-year span, including 
in Longview, Fort Stock-
ton, Nacogdoches and 
Lufkin.

Abbott vetoes THC ban, 
calls special session

Gary Borders

Capital Highlights



 

Want your business to get noticed? Whether it’s to 

promote your services or to recruit new employees, 

your local paper can help! Here are four great 

reasons to advertise in your community newspaper.

Four great 
reasons to advertise

IN YOUR LOCAL 
NEWSPAPER

You’ll boost 
the local economy

By advertising in your 
community newspaper, 

you’ll be supporting 
the local economy. You’ll 
help the papers’ reporters,  
advertising representatives, 

carriers, 
graphic designers, 

copywriters and other 
employees keep their jobs. 
Moreover, you’ll work with 

people who understand 
the local market.

You’ll 
save money

Ad space in a national 
newspaper is much more 
expensive than in a local 

one. Admittedly, your 
message circulates over 
a greater area, but you 

should analyze the 
cost-eff ectiveness: will 

readers really travel 
dozens of miles to visit 

your store? 
By advertising in your local 

paper, you’ll reach your 
target audience directly — 
without breaking the bank!

You’ll reach 
your 

target audience

By advertising in 
your local paper, you’re 

sure to reach your 
customer base — those 

who are from your town 
and surrounding areas! 

Your ad campaigns 
will be highly targeted and 

consequently, 
very eff ective. 

You’ll get 
quality ads

Business owners rarely 
have the time or skills 

necessary to write 
advertising copy, take 
photos and otherwise 

create professional-quality 
ads. By working with your 
local paper, you’ll benefi t 
from the expertise and 

skills of its team members, 
including graphic 

designers, writers, editors 
and ad reps.
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Boomfest

Continued from Page 2

STAAR

Continued from Page 1

and the grade three 
through eight results 
were released Tuesday, 
June 17. 

EOC results are re-
sults from assessments 
in Algebra I, Biology, 
English I, English II and 
U.S. History, while the 
grades three through 
eight results are from 
assessments in Math-
ematics, Reading, fifth 
and eighth grade Sci-
ence and eighth grade 
Social Studies.

STAAR test scores 
are organized into four 
performance catego-
ries: Masters Grade 
Level, Meets and Above 
Grade Level, Approach-
es and Above Grade 
Level and Did Not Meet 
Grade Level. 

STAAR EOC Results 

Algebra I

BISD
Of 80 students from 

both Breckenridge 
High School and Breck-
enridge Junior High 
School to take the Al-
gebra I assessment, 
55% (44 tests) of them 
scored Masters grade 
level, 68% (54 tests) 
scored Meets and 
Above, 94% (75 tests) 
earned Approaches 
and Above and six% 
(five tests) were at the 
Did Not Meet level. The 
district as a whole had 
an average scale score 
of 4318, higher than 
the statewide average 
of 4051. 

The scores are bro-
ken down for BHS and 
BJHS below. 

BHS
53 students from 

BHS took the Algebra 
I assessment, of which 
43% (23 students) were 
at Masters grade lev-
el, 58% (31 students) 
earned Meets and 
Above level, 91% (48 
students) earned Ap-
proaches and Above 
and 9% (five tests) were 
at the Did Not Meet lev-
el. The average scale 
score for BHS, 4167, 
was also above the 
statewide average. 

Biology 

BHS
There were 100 stu-

dents to take the Biol-
ogy assessment at BHS 
and of them, 14 were at 
the Masters level, 67 of 
them earned Meets and 
Above and all 100 were 
at least at Approaches 
and Above, as no test 
takers were at Did Not 
Meet. The school’s av-
erage scale score of 
4160 was nine points 
higher than the state-
wide average. 

English I 

BHS 
There were 98 stu-

dents to take the En-
glish I portion of the 
STAAR exam at BHS 
and 7% (seven tests) of 
them were at Masters, 
54% (53 tests) earned 
Meets and Above, 73% 
(72 tests) acheived at 
least Approaches and 
Above and 27% (26 
tests) were at the Did 
Not Meet level. BHS was 
just below the state-
wide average, 4027 
compared to 4038.

English II 

BHS 
For English II, BHS 

had 101 test takers, of 
which 4% (four tests) 
hit the Masters level, 
56% (57 tests) were at 
Meets and Above, 74% 

(75 tests) achieved Ap-
proaches and Above 
and 26% (26 tests) were 
at Did Not Meet level. 
The school’s 4051 aver-
age scale score was just 
below the statewide av-
erage of 4061. 

U.S. History 

BHS 
97 BHS students took 

the U.S. History portion 
of the STAAR exams and 
of those, 39% (38 tests) 
were at the masters lev-
el, 80% (78 tests) were 
at Meets and Above, 
96% (93 tests) were at 
Approaches and Above 
and 4% (four tests) 
were at Did Not Meet. 
BHS had an average 
scale score of 4313, 
which was above the 
statewide average of 
4282.

BISD 3-8 Results

3rd Grade Math
Of the 125 students 

tested for third grade 
math, 10% (13 stu-
dents) were at Mas-
ters level, 28% (35 stu-
dents) were at Meets 
and Above, 62% (78 
students) were at Ap-
proaches and Above 
and 38% (47 students) 
were at Did Not Meet. 
The average scale score 
for BISD in third grade 
mathematics was 1407, 
slightly lower than the 
statewide average of 
1460. 

3rd Grade Reading
Of 124 third grade 

students to take the 
reading test, 12% (15 
tests) were at Masters 
level, 38% (47 tests) 
were at Meets and 
Above, 70% (87 tests) 
were at Approaches 
and Above and 30% (37 
tests) were at Did Not 
Meet. The BISD average 
scale score was lower 
than the statewide av-
erage, 1421 compared 
to 1476.

4th Grade 
Mathematics

There were 103 BISD 
students to take the 
fourth grade mathe-
matics test, which saw 
16% (16 students) reach 
Masters level, 48% (49 
students) at Meets and 
Above, 70% (72 stu-
dents) at Approaches 
and Above and 30% (31 
tests) were at Did Not 
Meet. BISD had an aver-
age scale score of 1547 
for that test, just below 
the statewide average 
of 1565. 

4th Grade Reading
Of 103 students to 

take the fourth grade 
reading test, 14% (14 
tests) reached Masters 
level, 46% (47 tests) 
were at Meets and 
Above, 77% (79 tests) 
were at Approaches 
and Above and 23% 
(24 tests) were at Did 
Not Meet. The average 
scale score for BISD 
was 1523, lower than 
the statewide average 
of 1555. 

5th Grade Math
Out of 94 students 

that took the fifth grade 
mathematics test at 
BISD, 21% (20 students) 
reached Masters level, 
51% (48 students) were 
at Meets and Above, 
81% (76 students) made 
it to Approaches and 
Above and 19% (18 stu-
dents) were at Did Not 
Meet. BISD had an aver-
age scale score of 1666 
for this test, above the 
state average of 1641. 

5th Grade Reading 
There were 90 stu-

dents at BISD to take 
the fifth grade read-
ing test, of which 21% 
(19 tests) reached 
Masters level, while 
53% (48 tests) were at 
Meets and Above, 87% 
(78 tests) were at Ap-
proaches and Above 
and 13% (12 tests) were 
at the Did Not Meet lev-
el. BISD had an average 
scale score higher than 
the statewide average 
for this test as well, 
1652 compared to 1610. 

5th Grade  
Science

Out of 95 BISD stu-
dents to take the fifth 
grade science test, 11% 
(10 students) reached 
Masters level, 25% (24 
tests) were at Meets and 
Above, 71% (67 tests) 
were at Approaches 
and Above and 29% 
(28 tests) were Did Not 
Meet. Compared to the 
statewide average of 
3768, BISD was slightly 
above that, with a 3805 
average. 

6th Grade Math
Ninety BISD students 

took the sixth grade 
mathematics test, of 
which 23% (21 stu-
dents) reached Mas-
ters level, 56% (50 stu-
dents) were at Meets 
and Above, 86% (77 
students) were at Ap-
proaches and Above 
and 14% (13 tests) were 
at Did Not Meet. The 
average scale score for 
BISD for this test was 
1771, better than the 
statewide average of 
1721. 

6th Grade Reading 
There were 90 sixth 

grade BISD students to 
take the reading test, 
with 21% (19 tests) 
reaching the Masters 
level, 53% (48 tests) be-
ing at Meets and Above, 
87% (78 tests) at Ap-
proaches and Above 
and 13% (12 tests) be-
ing in the Did Not Meet 
category. The 1652 av-
erage scale score for 
those test takers was 
just barely higher than 
the statewide average 
of 1650.

7th Grade Math
Of the 62 students 

at BISD to take the 
seventh grade mathe-
matics test, 11% (sev-
en students) were at 
the Masters level, 44% 
(27 students) were at 
Meets and Above, 69% 
(48 students) were at 
Approaches and Above 
and 31% (19 students) 
were at the Did Not 
Meet level. BISD had 
an average scale score 
of 1784, higher than the 
state average of 1752. 

7th Grade Reading
There were 83 BISD 

students to take the 
seventh grade read-
ing test and 31% (26 
tests) of them were 
at the Masters level, 
54% (45 tests) were at 
Meets and Above, 83% 
(49 tests) were at Ap-
proaches and Above 
and 17% (14 tests) were 
Did Not Meet. With an 
average scale score of 
1682, BISD was above 
the state average of 
1667. 

8th Grade Math 
Among 91 eighth 

grade mathematics 
tests taken at BISD in 
the spring, 24% (22 stu-
dents) reached Mas-
ters level, 46% (42 stu-
dents) were at Meets 
and Above, 70% (64 
students) were at Ap-
proaches and Above 
and 30% (27 students) 
were at Did Not Meet. 

With an 1892 average 
scale score, BISD was 
above the statewide av-
erage of 1859. 

8th Grade  
Reading

Of 97 reading tests 
taken by eighth grade 
BISD students in the 
spring, 34% (33 tests) 
reached Masters lev-
el, 57% (55 tests) made 
Meets and Above, 86% 
(83 tests) were at Ap-
proaches and Above 
and 14% (14 test) were 
the Did Not Meet level. 
A 1735 average scale 
score for BISD was high-
er than the statewide 
average of 1721. 

8th Grade  
Science 

There were 96 stu-
dents to take the eighth 
grade science test at 
BISD, of which 19% 
(18 students) made 
the Masters level, 50% 
(48 students) were at 
Meets and Above, 78% 
(75 tests) were Ap-
proaches and Above, 
22% (21 tests) were 
Did Not Meet. With 
a 4095 average scale 
score, BISD was above 
the statewide average 
of 3973. 

8th Grade  
Social Studies

BISD had 97 students 
to take the eighth grade 
social studies test. 5% 
(five tests) reached the 
Masters level, 13% (13 
tests) were at Meets and 
Above, 48% (47 tests) 
were at Approaches 
and Above and 52% (50 
tests) were in Did Not 
Meet. An average scale 
score of 3571 was well 
below the state average 
of 3719. 

gail  Duran, who 
is also a Brecken-
ridge track runner. 
Mother-daughter 
duo, Allison Jakus 
of Norman, Oklaho-
ma and her daugh-
ter Emma Cyrus of 
Breckenridge fin-
ished the 10k to-
gether after walking 
it. They were escort-
ed to the finish line 
by a Sacred Cross 
EMS truck and were 
all smiles as they 
crossed the finish 
line. 

It was a feel-good 
story to end the 
run, as Emma is set 
to get married – 
she and her fiancé, 
Eric, are having an 
elopement wedding 
in Wyoming next 
month.

Chamber Execu-
tive Director May-

lun VanWinkle stat-
ed that after all was 
said and done, they 
have so far raised 
just under $500 to 
be set aside for next 
year’s Boomfest. 

“This was a tough 
decision, and we 
want to thank every-
one who support-
ed and believed in 
the event,” said the 
chamber. “We know 
how much our com-
munity looks for-
ward to Boomfest, 
and we’re already 
looking ahead with 
hopes to bring it 
back bigger and bet-
ter in 2026.”

The chamber was 
planning a drone 
show rather than 
a fireworks show 
for the event this 
year, which had an 
estimated cost of 
$25,000. 
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The Texas Education 
Agency released today 
the 2025 results from 
the State of Texas As-
sessments of Academ-
ic Readiness (STAAR) 
Grades 3-8 exams. The 
annual assessments 
provide a comprehen-
sive look at how stu-
dents are performing 
in key subjects at each 
grade level. These re-
sults reveal growth in 
academic outcomes 
across most grades in 
math, reading language 
arts, and science but 
for math and science, 
scores are still down 
from pre-pandemic lev-
els.  

Key takeaways in-
clude:

Reading language arts 

reached record highs 
with 53% of students 
on grade level across 
grades 3-8. Scores in-
creased for 3rd, 4th, 5th 
and 8th grade, with 5th 
grade reaching a record 
high of 57% of students 
on grade level. For 6th 
and 7th grades, scores 
did not increase.

Math performance 
saw a slight increase of 2 
percentage points (from 
40% meeting grade lev-
el to now 42%) across 
grades 3-8, but growth 
and declines varied 
greatly by grade. Scores 
improved for 3rd, 4th, 
6th and 8th graders, 
while 5th and 7th grades 
declined. In all grades, 
the percentage of stu-
dents meeting grade 

level expectations is 
below 2019 levels, with 
some grades 10 percent-
age points lower.

Science performance 
increased in both 5th 
and 8th grades by 3 and 
4 percentage points re-
spectively. Only 29% of 
5th graders met grade 
level expectations, 18 
percentage points low-
er than 2019 levels (47% 
on grade level).

Social studies perfor-
mance saw a slight de-
cline, dropping one per-
centage point, to just 
30% of students meet-
ing grade level expec-
tations.

Across all  tested 
grades, including EOC 
results, both math and 
reading language arts 

saw an improvement, 
with 43% of students 
on grade level in math 
(up 2 points from 2024) 
and 54% of students 
on grade level in read-
ing language arts (up 1 
point from 2024).

Students take math 
and reading language 
arts exams yearly in 3rd 
through 8th grades, sci-
ence exams in 5th and 
8th grades, and a so-
cial studies exam in 8th 
grade.

At the signing cere-
mony early this month 
for House Bill 2, the leg-
islative session’s main 
school finance bill, Gov. 
Greg Abbott laid out a 
bold goal: to make Tex-
as No. 1 in education. 
Today’s STAAR results 
for grades 3 through 8 
show encouraging prog-
ress toward that vision, 
particularly in read-
ing, where students are 
gaining ground. 

But the data also 
makes clear how much 
work remains. While 
there are signs of growth 
in math, student perfor-
mance is still below 
pre-pandemic levels. 
These results should 
guide our next steps, 
particularly in strength-
ening the core subjects 
that are key to long-
term student success.
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Many retirees--even 
if admitting only to 
slowing down to a low-
er gear--have a difficult 
time finding rocking 
chairs that fit. 

Some don’t  even 
try; count me in that 
group, with entry into 
my 89th  year now but 
weeks away.

A credo for many is 
choosing to “wear out” 
instead of “rust out,” 
and a sliver of poten-
tial retirees insists on 
the continuance of pro-
ductivity and a commit-
ment as fulfillment of 
their biblical obedience 
to feed the hungry…. 

•••
One such man is Josh-

ua Potter, an educator 
who spent 30 years in 
a teaching/coaching 
career in Texas high 
schools. 

He’s now involved in 
the mortgage loan field, 
but a growing passion 
is sharing a simple con-
cept about feeding the 
hungry. 

Josh and Karla, his 

wife of 36 years and 
also a retired teacher, 
have developed a food 
giveaway method that 
they hope will be du-
plicated throughout 
Texas, and perhaps be-
yond. They’re distrib-
uting “hungry bags” 
kept in their vehicles 
at all times. Recipients 
are typically homeless 
people, hoisting “we’ll-
work-for-food signs” at 
intersections…. 

•••
“Our ‘Hungry Bag’  

initiative is not for ev-
eryone,” Josh explains. 
“An easy ‘out’ is to think 
these folks to be beg-

gars seeking money for 
alcohol and/or drugs, 
and a few likely are. But 
a high percentage are in-
deed hungry.” 

He went on to say that 
he and Karla have seen 
hundreds of hungry stu-
dents wherever they’ve 
taught across the years-
-Kemp, Brenham, An-
gleton, Jacksboro, New 
Caney and Van--somber 
evidence that the poor 
are with us always. 

Since late last year, 
the Potters, children 
Seth and Sarah and their 
mates--as well as four 
grandchildren--fill “hun-
gry bags,” a family min-
istry of food for both 
body and soul…. 

•••
Their intent is to raise 

awareness of drastical-
ly-increasing food depri-
vation. “How could it be 
any simpler than hand-
ing these folks a brown 
paper bag that includes 
scriptures stapled to 
the top?” 

One reads, “This poor 
man called, and the Lord 

heard him; He saved 
him out of all his trou-
bles. The angel of the 
Lord encamps around 
those who fearHim, and 
he delivers them. Taste 
and see that the Lord is 
good; blessed is the one 
who takes refuge in Him. 
(Psalm 34:6-8). 

Inside the bag are 
small Bibles, a 60-sec-
ond meal called “Hor-
mel Compleats” and 
bottled water. The proj-
ect has been endorsed 
by fellow worshipers 
at Van First Baptist 
Church…. 

•••
I’m hoping and pray-

ing that retired educa-
tors will share this idea 
with their churches and 
begin in earnest,” Pot-
ter said. 

He emphasizes that 
common sense must 
prevail, and that some 
people may not feel 
comfortable rolling 
down their windows to 
hand out the bags. He 

See Results, Page 5

When rocking chairs don’t fit… 

STAAR Grades 3-8 results reveal record high reading 

scores; Math scores increase but recovery is still slow

Dear Rusty: In 
your answer to the 
retired U.S. Navy 
veteran about why 
he is forced to en-
roll in Medicare, 
you focused on mil-
itary TriCare’s re-
quirement for the 
member to enroll in 
Medicare. But you 
said nothing about 
regular VA health 
care. If a non-ca-
reer veteran is eli-
gible for VA health 
care, couldn’t that 
be used in place of 
Medicare? Signed: 
Veteran Advocate 

Dear Veteran Ad-
vocate: Thank you 
for your feedback. 
FYI, I have previ-
ously explained nu-
merous times that 
veterans who rely 
on the VA for 100% 
of their healthcare 
can, indeed, disen-
roll from Medicare 
Part B (thus saving 
the monthly Part B 
premium). I don’t 
personally recom-
mend it because of 
my personal experi-
ence, but it certainly 
is possible to do so.  

Personally, I use 
the VA for some 
of my healthcare 
needs - usually an 
annual  checkup 
and optometry ser-
vices - at my local VA 
clinic which is only 
a mile away from 
where I live. But for 
any extensive treat-
ment needs (med-
ical tests, etc.) I 
must travel about 
40 miles to the near-
est VA hospital fa-
cility. For contrast, I 
have numerous pri-
vate healthcare ser-
vices, specialists, 
and hospitals very 
near where I live, 
but to use them un-
der the VA I must 
get VA preapproval 
and use only certain 
VA-approved pro-
viders, which is in-
convenient for me. 
Personally, I pre-
fer the freedom to 
go to any health-
care service provid-
er I choose, without 
restriction, at any 
time I need to. So, 
I use my VA cover-
age when it is con-
venient for me but 
rely also on non-VA, 
Medicare-approved 
specialists who I 

can choose to use 
(or not) at will. For 
me, it’s a matter of 
convenience and 
the freedom to use 
whichever health-
care provider I want. 
That said, I fully un-
derstand that some 
veterans rely ex-
clusively on the VA 
for their healthcare 
needs, and I have 
explained to many 
who have written to 
me that they have 
that option. I have 
also published sev-
eral public articles 
about this as well. 

So, please rest as-
sured that we regu-
larly advise our vet-
erans about their 
healthcare options 
under Medicare, in-
cluding the ability 
to decline Medicare 
Part B coverage if 
they have full VA 
healthcare cover-
age. FYI, free Medi-
care Part A (inpa-
tient hospitalization 
coverage) is manda-
tory to collect Social 
Security after age 65, 
but Medicare Part B 
coverage is always 
optional because 
there is a premium 
associated with Part 
B. A veteran can de-
cline Medicare Part 
B coverage and save 
that monthly premi-
um, but they would 
need to contact So-
cial Security to do 
so. Social Security 
will want to inter-
view the veteran 
to ensure they are 
aware of the poten-
tial financial conse-
quences of not hav-
ing Medicare Part B. 
And they may need 
to file form CMS-
1763 (Request for 
Termination) But 
a non-career veter-
an can opt out of 
Medicare Part B if 
they get all of their 
healthcare services 
through the Veter-
ans Administration. 

Russell Gloor

Social Security Matters

Ask Rusty:
What about non-career 
Veterans and their VA 

healthcare? 

See Newbury, Page 5

Don Newbury

The Idle American



 

Breckenridge Devotional Page
ANGLICAN

St. Andrews Anglican Church

200 North Easton, 254-559-3172

Donald Sackett, Priest

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Christian Fellowship Church

810 E. Elm, 254-559-8436

Tom Moore, Min.

La Hermosa Assembly of God

909 Jeanette St., 254-559-7329

Raul Duran, Min.

BAPTIST

Bethany Baptist

1911 W. Walker, 254-559-5083

Don Bearden, Min.

Bethel Baptist

804 S. James, 254-559-2072

Clarence Holliman, Min.

Calvary Baptist

401 S. Camden, 254-559-7364

Dan Nelson, Min.

Crystal Falls Baptist

FM 578, Crystal Falls

Danny Lee, Min.

Eliasville Baptist

Eliasville

Wayne Peters, Min.

First Baptist Church

301 S. Rose, 254-559-2295

Andy Rodgers, Min.

First Baptist Church of Woodson

Woodson, Jeremy Smith, Min.

Gunsight Baptist

Hwy. 183 S., 254-559-1620

Rex Boggs, Min.

Mount Olive Baptist

518 S. Dunnigan, 254-559-2500

Gregory Morris, Sr., Min.

Necessity Baptist

7150 C.R. 144, Caddo, 254-559-6775,

John Kinman, Pastor

New Hope Baptist #3

FM 717, Ranger, 254-647-1515

Ronny Guess, Min.

Rose Avenue Baptist

702 N. Rose Ave., 817-724-4047

Russell Brock, Pastor

Trinity Baptist

36 CR 327, 254-559-7405

Pastor Herman (Butch) Hinkle, Jr.

BIBLE

Lord’s Old-Time Gospel

West Elliott, 254-559-8051

The Church of Breckenridge

405 Sunset, 254-559-9790

CATHOLIC

Sacred Heart Catholic

208 S. Miller, 254-559-2860

CHRISTIAN CHURCH

First Christian

101 E. Williams, 254-559-2744

First Christian of Woodson

Michael Patrick, Min.

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints

530 CR 179, Eastland, 435-640-6103

Doug Smith, Branch President

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

Christian Science

401 S. McAmis

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Central Church of Christ

Woodson

Royce Priddy, Min.

Church of Christ

1701 W. Elliott, 254-559-2558

Don Nelson, Min.

Church of Christ

1314 W. Jeanette, 254-559-5001

Albany Church of Christ

417 N. Main Street, 325-762-2078

Russell Scott, Minister

Eliasville Church of Christ

Eliasville – Norman Carpenter, Min.

CONTEMPORARY

Real Church

515 N. Graham Ave.; W.S. 10:30 a.m.

INTERDENOMINATIONAL

Victory Life Church

1612 Hwy. 180 E, 254-559-3600

Dr. Craig Smee, Lead Pastor

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS

Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses

202 FM 3099, 254-559-6830

LUTHERAN

Trinity Lutheran Church

Hwy. 180, Albany, 915-762-3227

Thomas Chandler, Min.

METHODIST

First Methodist Church

419 W. Walker, 254-559-8208

Samantha Chambers, Pastor

St. Paul United Methodist

1504 E. Elm, 254-559-3685

Samantha Chambers, Pastor

NONDENOMINATIONAL

Eolian Community Church

7162 CR 292, 254-559-3829

Genoa Goad, Min.

River of Life Fellowship

122 E. Lindsey, 254-522-8981

James Stewart, Min.

The Light of the World

600 N. Breckenridge Ave.

Inocencio Briones, Min.

The Ridge Cowboy Church @ Lakeside

108 CR 221, 325-370-7673

PENTECOSTAL

The Lighthouse

1509 E. Walker, 254-559-6077

Rev. Will Anderson

PRESBYTERIAN

First Presbyterian Church

1601 W. Elliott, 254-559-2484

Pastor Linda Buchanan Leveridge

This Devotional & Directory 

is made possible by these 

businesses who encourage all of 

us to attend worship services.

Want to support the 
church directory?

Call Kaci at 254-559-5412 

or email 

admgr@breckenridgeamerican.com

Breckenridge 

Auto Parts
“Complete line of auto & engine supplies”

1811 W. Walker • Breckenridge, TX 76424

254-559-8241 4437

Traditional Funerals, Cremations, Monuments, Pre-Planning

1.800.372.5421 � Obit Line: 254.559.OBIT
www.morehartmortuary.net

4457

Morehart Mortuary
of Breckenridge & Albany

4
4
6
0

211 CR151 • Breckenridge, TX 76424 • 1-800-722-8616

www.turnerseed.com

All Kinds of Native 

Grass Seed, Field Seed, 

Wildlife Seed, and 

Wildfl ower Seed

19926

PROUDLY SERVING BRECKENRIDGE SINCE 1965

254-559-3311 | meltonkitchens.com

1. Is the Book of Jonah (KJV) in the Old or New 
Testament or neither?
2. In Genesis 15, who was told to “look now toward 
Heaven and tell the stars”? Noah, Adam, Abram, 
Moses
3. Who succeeded Belshazzar as King of the Chal-
deans? David, Darius, Daniel, Saul
4. Who sold his brother, Joseph, to a camel cara-
van? Cain, Judah, Silas, Joshua
5. Where did Jacob and his family settle in Egypt? 
Goshen, Damascus, Bethlehem, Beersheba
6. What was the name of Naomi’s husband? Eph-
riam, Elijah, Elimelech, Elisha

ANSWERS: 1) Old, 2) Abram, 3) Darius, 4) Judah 
(with his brothers), 5) Goshen, 6) Elimelech

Have changes? 

Need something added? 

Email design@grahamleader.com.

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)

Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    

LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800

LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

NEED EXTRA CASH !!! ???

Travel Trai lers l 5th Wheels   
Goosenecks l Bumper Pulls  

In Any Area!!!  Any Condition!!!
Old/New !!!    Dirty or Clean !!!

I PAY CA$H    956-466-7001
No Title – No Problem – We Can Apply For One

ANR Enterprises

I BUY RVs & 

MOBILE HOMEs
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mentioned one alterna-
tive is to leave bags at 
vacant intersections. 
“They will be picked 
up,” he assured. 

Who knows? Maybe 
entire congregations 
will see fit to help feed 
the hungry in this man-

ner. One thing for sure: 
They’ll always be with 
us…. 

•••
That Josh has fo-

cused on this project 
is no surprise. I knew 
him and his brother, Ja-
son--also an alumnus 
of Howard Payne Uni-

versity--during my ten-
ure there as president. 
Both “bootstrap pull-
ers,” they were reared 
during most of their 
public school years in 
Cisco, TX, by an aunt 
and uncle. Both were 
outstanding student 
athletes, as they were 

later at HPU. Josh is the 
kind of Christian leader 
whose influence meant 
much to parents whose 
children were entrusted 
to his tutelage.  

(Clearly, he taught life 
first, ahead of subject 
content and football. I 
could not admire him 

more. 
It was big of me to 

confess to him that his 
3.5 college grade point 
average was almost one 
point better than mine 
had been at HPU three 
decades earlier.) 

“Hungry Bags” could 
be filled and distribut-

ed by the tens of thou-
sands not only by re-
tired educators, but 
others still in the work 
force. 

Maybe you should 
participate, and/or pass 
the idea along. The field 
is white already unto 
harvest….

Newbury
Continued from Page 4

Results
Continued from Page 4

The growth seen in 
today’s scores is an ex-
citing step toward be-
ing No. 1 in the nation 
for education, and we 
anticipate that the key 
reforms in HB 2 around 
teacher quality and in-
vestments in early nu-
meracy and literacy will 
continue to add to this 
momentum. 

While we celebrate 
this growth, there is still 
much work to do, espe-
cially in math, where 
just 43% of students are 
on grade level. These re-
sults also tell us to think 
critically about how we 
are supporting students 
in the middle grades 
to ensure that they are 
prepared to enter high 
school with the skills 
needed to succeed. This 
session, the state in-
vested in reforms for 
the early grades and 
high school, but was 
relatively silent on tar-
geted middle school re-
forms and investments. 

“Assessments like 
STAAR are how we un-
derstand what’s work-
ing for Texas students, 
and where we must do 
better,” said Mary Lynn 
Pruneda, Director of Ed-
ucation and Workforce 
Policy at Texas 2036.  
“This data helps ensure 
that every student, re-
gardless of ZIP code, re-
ceives the support they 
need to thrive in the 
classroom and beyond. 
The path to becoming 
the top education state 
in the country starts 
with strong data, tar-
geted instruction and 
an unwavering commit-
ment to student suc-
cess.”

“It’s encouraging to 
see signs of progress in 
math and reading lan-
guage arts, and that’s a 
credit to the hard work 
of Texas educators 
and the steps our state 
has taken to support 
students,” said Gabe 
Grantham, Policy Advi-
sor at Texas 2036. “But 

we’re still not where we 
need to be, particular-
ly in math, where too 
many students remain 
off track by the time 
they reach high school 
and remain far behind 
pre-pandemic levels. 
Continued focus and 
thoughtful investment 
in the middle grades will 
be key to sustaining and 
accelerating this prog-
ress.”

The STAAR assess-
ment plays a critical 
role in Texas’ educa-
tion system by provid-
ing clear, comparable 
data on student learn-
ing across the state. It 

enables educators, fam-
ilies and policymakers 
to understand where 
students are making 
gains and where addi-
tional support is need-
ed. 

With a strong state-
wide assessment pro-
gram, Texas can make 
informed decisions that 
drive continuous im-
provement, promote eq-
uity, and ensure that all 
students are on a path 
to long-term success. 
These results are an 
essential tool for mea-
suring progress and ad-
vancing our shared goal 
of academic excellence.



 

Support these

local businesses!
The advertisers you see in this 

publication are who make it possible for 

us to bring the news to you.

The Breckenridge American appreciates 

their support and we encourage our 

readers to support them. These small 

businesses recognize the value of their 

customers and work hard to show you.
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CLASSIFIEDS
Line Ad Rate:

$15 for 15 words or less

Over 15 words, 50¢ a word

Line Ad Deadlines

9:00 am Monday
(Classifi ed line ad: an ad that
runs with only words, no box)

Breckenridge American 254-559-5412

GET IT SOLD with a Classifi ed Ad

breckenridgeamerican.com/classifi eds   •   classifi ed@grahamleader.com

EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

Every housing advertisement published in the Breckenridge American is subject to all provisions of the Federal Fair Housing Act.

LOCAL NEWS

At Your Fingertips
www.breckenridgeamerican.com

www.grahamleader.com

www.jacksboronewspapers.com

Subscribe today!

510 HELP WANTED

Net a new job

- hook, line & sinker

with the

Classifi eds.

BreckenridgeAmerican.com

Fishing for

a New

Career?
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ATTENTION 

ADVERTISERS:

Errors & 

Adjustments
Please check your ad 

the fi rst day that it runs 

to see that all of the 

information is correct. 

This will ensure that 

your ad is exactly what 

you want readers to 

see. Call us at 254-559-

5412 the first day if 

you fi nd an error. We 

must limit our fi nancial 

responsibilities, if any, 

to the charge for the 

space and cannot be 

responsible for incorrect 

ads after the fi rst day of 

publication.

650 FOR SALE–FARM & RANCH

LEGACY RANCHES • RAW LAND INVESTMENTS

GRAZING LAND • HUNTING RANCHES

WWW.CFRLAND.COM  |  940.549.7700

801 ELM STREET, GRAHAM, TEXAS 76450
15625

TexSCAN Week of 
June 22-28, 2025

ACREAGE

Waterfront Land Sale — Texas’ Newest Waterfront 
Community off Matagorda Bay. June 28th one day sale. 
1+ acre waterfront starting at $99,900. Pre 4th of July 
pricing! 830-310-6195.

ADOPTION

Loving California family promises baby sunlit 
nursery. Secure future, devoted grandparents, gentle 
pet, educational opportunities. Living expenses paid. 
Meghan (408)529-8843 or attorney (310)663-3467.

CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans feature 
unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For 
more information, call 1-855-493-3803.

ENERGY

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just 
a generator. It’s a power move.

EVENTS

Seguin — July 3rd Fireworks Fiesta, 9:30 p.m., Max 
Starcke Park. July 4th Flag Raising Ceremony, 9 a.m., 
Central Park. The Biggest Small-Town 4th of July 
Parade, 10 a.m., Downtown. July 5th Freedom Fiesta, 
6 p.m., Central Park. www.VisitSeguin.com.

An evening with President Lech Walesa — US and 
Canada Lecture Tour, Aug. 31-Oct. 30. Meet the Nobel 
Peace Prize Winner and one of the world’s greatest 
leaders. Lech Walesa will take you behind the scenes 
of one of history’s greatest turning points — and into 
the future we must build together. Register Now: 
HistoryExplorer.com.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

SunSetter. America’s Number One Awning! Instant 
shade at the touch of a button. Transform your 
deck or patio into an outdoor oasis. Up to 10-year 
limited warranty. Call now and SAVE $350 today! 
844-997-3014.

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-
0467 www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

OIL & GAS

We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for 
an offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WATER DAMAGE

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water can lead to major damage 
in your home. Our trusted professionals do complete 
repairs to protect your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7: 833-879-1450. Have zip code of service 
location ready when you call! 

WANTED

Need Extra Cash  — I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR
Enterprises, 956-466-7001!

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 

184 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

WWW.BRECKENRIDGEAMERICAN.COM • 254-559-5412

Show

& Sell

Browse
& Buy

To Place Your Ad:
254-559-5412

advmgr@breckenridgeamerican.com

Run Your Show & Sell Ad*

for as Little as $14.95!

To Subscribe:
254-559-5412
circulation@grahamleader.com
Get Free Unlimited Online Access
With Your Home Delivery Subscription!

The Breckenridge American Classifi eds
make it easy to connect with local buyers

and sellers - in print and online!

Breckenridge American
CLASSIFIEDS

*Show & Sell pricing not available for real property ads (homes, mobile homes, etc.)

700 FOR RENT - APARTMENTS

CONQUISTADOR
APARTMENTS

1101 West Elliott • Breckenridge, TX 76424

254-559-6792

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS

On-Site Laundry • Close to Schools • Quality Affordable

SECTION 8 HOUSING AVAILABLE
— HANDICAP UNIT AVAILABLE —

— COME CHECK US OUT —

TDD# 800-735-2989

This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider/Employer EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

4653

VACANC
IES VACANCIES

NEED A

JOB?

NEED

EMPLOYEES? 

The Classifieds bring
together job seekers

 and potential 
employers every day. 

Breckenridge

American
C L A S S I F I E D S 

Featuring new listings
every Wednesday! 

254-559-5412 

Texas-Clean is hiring a part-time cleaner
for customers in Breckenridge,

5–7pm Mon.–Fri. daily, 10 hours per week.

Call 325-642-2779 for more information.

Employees background & drug screened.

2
9
8
1
3

H e l p  W a n t e d ! 
Maintenance person 
fo r  smal l  apar tment 
complex.  Exper ience 

preferred, not required. 
Apply at 1101 West Elliott 
St., Breckenridge, TX. 
254-559-6792
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POPEYE by Randy Milholland

ENTERTAINMENT

THE SPATS by Jeff Pickering     

OUT ON A LIMB by Gary Kopervas

Look for answers in the Classifieds.

Midweek

Edition

Crossword

800 PUBLIC/LEGAL NOTICES

Want your business to get noticed? Whether it’s to promote your 

services or to recruit new employees, your local paper can help!

Here are four great reasons to advertise in your community newspaper.

Four great reasons
to advertise in

YOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPER

You’ll boost 
the local economy

By advertising in your 
community newspaper, 

you’ll be supporting 
the local economy. You’ll 
help the papers’ reporters,  
advertising representatives, 

carriers, 
graphic designers, 

copywriters and other 
employees keep their jobs. 
Moreover, you’ll work with 

people who understand 
the local market.

You’ll 
save money

Ad space in a national 
newspaper is much more 
expensive than in a local 

one. Admittedly, your 
message circulates over 
a greater area, but you 

should analyze the 
cost-eff ectiveness: will 

readers really travel 
dozens of miles to visit 

your store? 
By advertising in your local 

paper, you’ll reach your 
target audience directly — 
without breaking the bank!

You’ll reach 
your 

target audience

By advertising in 
your local paper, you’re 

sure to reach your 
customer base — those 

who are from your town 
and surrounding areas! 

Your ad campaigns 
will be highly targeted and 

consequently, 
very eff ective. 

You’ll get 
quality ads

Business owners rarely 
have the time or skills 

necessary to write 
advertising copy, take 
photos and otherwise 

create professional-quality 
ads. By working with your 
local paper, you’ll benefi t 
from the expertise and 

skills of its team members, 
including graphic 

designers, writers, editors 
and ad reps.

1108 W. Walker St. | Breckenridge, TX 76424 | 254-559-5412 | breckenridgeamerican.com

Breckenridge American

24629

Keep Public Notices 

in Newspapers

www.newsmediaalliance.org

Some officials want to move notices from 

newspapers to government-run websites, 

where they may not be easily found.

This is like putting the fox in 

charge of the hen house.

When public notices

reach the public, 

everyone benefits.

On Saturday July 12, 2025 
at 10:00 AM, the following 
property will be sold to 
satisfy a landlord’ s lien 
as authorized by Chapter 
59 of the Texas Property 
Code. The property is 
stored at Breck Storage, 

LLC facilities located at 
1207 N. Parks Street, 
1509 W. Walker Street 
and at 2902 E. Walker 
Street, Breckenridge, TX 
76424. All sales are for 
cash and to the highest 
bidder, through live bids. 

All contents are believed 
to consist of household 
furniture, appliances, 
furnishings and small 
t a n g i b l e  p e r s o n a l 
property.
1207 N. Parks Street

Eric Vega #56
Aimee Morehart #96 & 
350
Matthew A. Speck #16, 
22 & 23
Marty McKee #134
Soyla Perez #136
Angela Springer #205
Doris Sandoval #349
Tracey Stovall #140
2902 E. Walker Street

James L. Spivey #14
1509 W. Walker Street

Jessica D. Cigarroa #A7
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Alex Kielar

news@breckenridgeamerican.com

As she continues to 
rack up her achieve-
ments before going off 
to Weatherford College, 
Joni Jackson was re-
cently named as a final-
ist for the Abilene Re-
porter’s 2025 Readers’ 
Choice All-Big Country 
Softball Player of the 
Year. The former Lady 
Bucks’ star catcher 
and soon-to-be Weath-
erford Coyote is one of 
15 candidates from the 
Big Country that read-
ers are voting on. 

The Abilene Report-
er selected the finalists 
based on individual sta-
tistics, team success, 
end-of-season acco-
lades and coach recom-
mendations. 

Jackson was not only 
a force to be reckoned 
with at the plate, but 
also behind it and off 
the field this past sea-
son and throughout 
her high school career. 
Statistically speaking, 
Jackson led the Big 
Country with a .746 bat-
ting average (47-for-63) 
while also posting 50 
RBI, 47 runs scored, 
38 extra-base hits, 20 
home runs, 25 walks, a 
2.866 OPS, eight stolen 
bases and a .991 field-

ing percentage in 26 
games. 

The poll that readers 
can vote on through 
Monday, June 30, to 
select their pick for 
the player of the year 
is available at the bot-
tom of the story on the 
Abilene Reporter web-
site. To get to the arti-
cle, click the sports tab 
at the top of the web-
site, and it is the first 
article at the top of the 
page. 

“Joni being named a 
finalist for Big Country 
Softball Player of the 
Year just shows how 
all of her hard work 
has been noticed by 

our community as well 
as the surrounding ar-
eas. She is a dominant 
force in all aspects 
of the game,” Breck-
enridge Head Softball 
Coach Jocelyn Gonza-
les said. “I have seen 
her bust her butt to be 
at this level, so even 
though she might not 
think much about her 
accomplishments, I will 
never stop bragging on 
her. I am so proud and 
happy for her. Softball 
can truly take you any-
where, so I hope Joni 
continues to put God 
first and trust his path 
that she will travel on.”

Alex Kielar

news@breckenridgeamerican.com

This past baseball 
season, the Bucka-
roos made the play-
offs as the third seed 
in Conference 3A Re-
gion 1 District 8 and 
went on to face Iowa 
Park, out of that re-
gion’s District 7, in a 
bi-district matchup. 
The Hawks got the 
best of them in what 
was only a one-game 
playoff at Iowa Park, 
beating the Bucks, 
6-1, and moving on 
to district playoffs. 
A recent approved 
change to the base-
ball postseason for-
mat for conferences 
3A and 4A, by the 
University Interscho-
lastic League (UIL) 
Standing Committee 
on Athletics, would 
have potent ia l ly 
opened the door for 
the Bucks to get a 
second crack at the 
Hawks had it been 
in place earlier – the 
fallacy of the prede-
termined outcome 
aside.

The change that 
was approved, which 
occurred when the 
UIL Legislative Coun-
cil met Wednesday, 
June 11, at the Westin 
Austin at the Domain 
in Austin, is to ex-
pand a current pilot 
program in place that 
requires a best-of-3 
series for all post-
season matchups up 
until the state tour-
nament. 

The pilot program 
has been in place for 
the past two years in 
conferences 5A and 
6A, which has been 
successful, accord-
ing to UIL Standing 
Committee on Ath-
letics Chair Curtis 
Rhodes. 

“The updated pi-
lot expansion aims 
to allow the playoff 
formats across con-
ferences and provide 

greater consistency 
throughout confer-
ences in the postsea-
son,” the commen-
tary read by Rhodes 
stated. 

Previously, coach-
es would flip a coin 
to play one game or a 
series if they differed 
on the length. 

Bucks Head Coach 
Jeremy West was for 
playing one game 
this year against Iowa 
Park, as anything 
can happen and they 
knew that the Hawks 
were one of the bet-
ter teams. It turned 
out to be true, as Iowa 
Park went off to play 
in the state semifi-
nals. 

“Baseball’s a funny 
game; anything can 
happen in one game. 
So, we want to flip to 
play that one game, 
to try and put all our 
eggs in that basket 
and beat them once, 
as opposed to having 
to beat them twice,” 
West said. “I’ve been 
on both ends of 
that deal. Depend-
ing on the year and 
depending on your 
team and your op-
ponent, there’s some 
strategy involved in 
that and they pret-
ty much eliminated 
that. Sometimes you 
want that [one game] 
and some years you 
don’t.”

West said another 
reason that a team 
may want the one 
game is if they have 
a pitcher who is a top 
college prospect that 
they want to throw 
out there for the one 
game and move for-
ward. 

“There are some 
pros and cons both 
ways… even though 
the state tournament 
now is just the finals, 
they didn’t change 
the state tournament. 
We’re going to play a 
series for five weeks 
and then the state 
tournament is win-

or-go-home,” West 
said. “Why didn’t 
they make the finals 
that way? So there 
are still some quirks 
to it, but it’s not going 
to affect people for 
the most part. You’ve 
got a full week to 
play a series… I think 
most people prefer it 
that way. I guess you 
could at least ensure 
that the best teams 
get to the state tour-
nament.”

West noted that he 
thinks the next re-
alignment will bring 
some more changes 
to the format. The 
next realignment cy-
cle will occur in Feb-
ruary 2026 for the 
2026-28 school years. 

If approved by the 
Commissioner of Ed-
ucation, Mike Mor-
ath, the playoff for-
mat change will take 
effect Friday, Aug. 1, 
and be implemented 
in time for the 2025-
26 school year and 
the 2026 baseball 
season. 

Other  changes 
made by the council 
for athletics includ-
ed removing the pi-
lot status from wa-
ter polo to officially 
sanction it as a UIL 
sport and mandat-
ing UIL-registered 
officials for all var-
sity contests, includ-
ing playoffs, except 
cross country, golf, 
tennis and track. 

The Athletic Com-
m i t t e e  a l s o  a n -
nounced that it will 
continue to study 
the addition of a shot 
clock for all UIL bas-
ketball contests and 
did not make a mo-
tion to implement 
the proposal. They 
also said that they 
will continue to study 
other proposals, in-
cluding adding girls’ 
flag football, adding a 
mileage cap for play-
off game travel and 
adding lacrosse. 

UIL approves 
change to baseball 
postseason format 

Starting in the 2025-26 season, all postseason matchups leading up to the 
state tournament in 3A and 4A will be best-of-3 series, unless agreed upon 
by the coaches to be one game. 

Photo/Alex Kielar 

Joni Jackson was recently named as a finalist for the 
Abilene Reporter’s 2025 Readers’ Choice All-Big 
Country Softball Player of the Year.

Photo/Alex Kielar 

Jackson named finalist 
for All-Big Country 

softball player of the year

Lady Bucks participate  
in summer volleyball

Alex Kielar

news@breckenridgeamerican.com

For their third week of 
participating in the Gra-
ham summer volley-
ball league, the Breck-
enridge Lady Bucks’ 
first and second teams 
played each other be-
fore the second team 
faced Perrin later in the 
evening Monday, June 
16. The first team beat 
the second team in the 
first game on the night 
before losing their sec-
ond game to Mineral 
Wells’ second team. 

In the game against 
Perrin, the Lady Bucks’ 
second team stayed 
competitive early in 
the game before fall-
ing farther behind, as 
the Lady Pirates pulled 
away for a 40-24 win. 
The Lady Bucks start-
ed the contest with a 
3-2 lead and a kill on 
the left side of the net 
later made it 4-3 before 
Perrin rallied for two 
points to go up 5-4. 

A kill attempt by Per-
rin went off the pole 
and the game was tied 
5-5. The Lady Bucks 
then added another 
point to retake the lead, 
6-5. Some miscommuni-
cation led Perrin to tie 
it back up at six points 
apiece. 

Lady Pirates took ad-
vantage of some shaky 
defense from the Lady 
Bucks, as Breckenridge 
fell behind 9-7. Head 

Coach Latisha Clark 
noted that the team 
needs to work on its 
back row communica-
tion, which was a factor 
in the game’s outcome.

Within the final 15 
minutes of the 25-min-
ute game, Perrin held 
a 13-10 lead. A few min-
utes later, the deficit for 
the Lady Bucks was 19-
16, and more miscom-
munication in the pass-
ing led to it slipping 
away as the deficit was 
28-19 shortly after. Per-
rin kept their foot on 
the gas as they contin-
ued to add points, lead-
ing 36-24 before closing 
it out with a 40-24 win. 

Overall, Coach Clark 
said that she is proud 
of all the girls who have 
come out for the sum-
mer league. 

“Each week, girls 
have to play new posi-
tions, due to the busy 
summer time of camps 
and vacations. This is a 

great way to get touch-
es on a ball to get ready 
for our season,” Clark 
said. “I am seeing lots 
of good things and I am 
also able to see areas 
we need to focus on 
come practice time. I 
am excited to work with 
the girls and see what 
all we accomplish.”

Coach Clark also said 
that during week three 
of the Graham summer 
league, the athletes 
were complimented 
by a coach there who 
said they can tell the 
girls have been working 
hard and that they love 
their attitudes. 

The Lady Bucks fin-
ished up the summer 
league this past Mon-
day, June 23, with the 
first team facing off 
against Newcastle, Gra-
ham and finishing off 
against Perrin. The sec-
ond team faced the Gra-
ham second team. 

Two sets of Lady Bucks teams have participated in the 
summer volleyball league for the first four Mondays 
of the month. 
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