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Two college students 
from Latvia, Karlis Mednis 
and Gustavs Vanags, have 
spent the last three months 
traveling across North Tex-
as as part of their summer 
internship with Southwest-
ern Advantage, a U.S.-based 
educational sales and lead-
ership program. 

Their fi nal stop has been 
the welcoming porches and 
streets of Breckenridge. 

Vanags was in his third 
year of the program this 
year and is going into his 
senior year, and he recruit-
ed Mednis to join in over a 
phone call. 

“It’s kind of funny. I was 
going to basketball practice 
with my teammate and a 
random number called me. 
And I was like, should I pick 
it up. And [my teammate] 
was like why not?” Mednis 
said. “And I picked it up, and 
he said, ‘Hello, my name 
is Gustavs, you probably 

don’t know me but I work 
at this company, South-
western Advantage, and I 
wanted to tell you about 
an opportunity to come to 
America and sell books.’”

Initially skeptical, Mednis 
assumed the job involved 
selling fi ction. 

“I was like, no way I’m go-
ing to sacrifi ce my summer 
with friends and everything 
else and come to America 
to sell Harry Potter books,” 
he said. “Then I came to 
the first meeting and he 
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Following a disposition 
hearing in which the defen-
dants failed to appear, Ste-
phens County Justice of the 
Peace Judge Steve Spoon 
ruled that the 17 dogs 
seized earlier this month 
from a property on the 1200 
block of West Sixth Street 
will remain in the custody of 
Breckenridge Animal Con-
trol at the shelter. 

The animals, found in 
various stages of malnour-
ishment and neglect, will 
be held at the city shelter 
through the 10-day appeal 
window. After that peri-
od, their fate will be deter-
mined based on health eval-

uations and adoptability. 
During the hearing held 

Friday, Aug. 22, Animal Con-
trol Offi cer Stephen Sharpe 
and Breckenridge Police 
Department Captain Jay 
Walker presented detailed 
accounts of the conditions 
on the property, 1226 West 
Sixth Street, describing 
dogs chained to trees, con-
fi ned in overcrowded cages 
and surrounded by decay-
ing wildlife with no access 
to food or water. Photo-
graphs presented to the 
court showed moldy food 
remnants, stagnant rain-
water and the large chains 
tethering the dogs. 

Sharpe said that he ar-
rived at the property Thurs-
day, Aug. 7 after an anon-

ymous neighbor called in 
regarding a dead hog and a 
dead chicken. After days of 
investigating, the 17 dogs 
were seized Tuesday, Aug. 
12. 

Two puppies that were 
described by Sharpe as se-
verely malnourished and 
unresponsive to treatment, 
were ordered to be humane-
ly euthanized.

“Unfortunately, the two 
small puppies don’t seem 
to be putting on weights 
and they are extremely mal-
nourished,” Sharpe said. “I 
do not believe that, honest-
ly, that they are salvageable 
at this point.”

Spoon said that the own-

A disposition hearing was held in municipal court Friday, Aug. 22, where Stephens County Justice 
of the Peace Judge Steve Spoon ruled that the 17 dogs seized from a property earlier this month are 
to remain in the custody of Breckenridge Animal Control at the shelter.
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Animal cruelty case advances 
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The City of Brecken-
ridge is inviting local 
artists and students to 
help transform down-
town infrastructure 
into vibrant public art, 
in alignment with its 
strategic plan to pro-
mote beautification 
and community pride. 

I n  p a r t n e r s h i p 
with the Brecken-
ridge Downtown De-
velopment Council, 
the Chamber of Com-
merce, the Brecken-
ridge Fine Arts Center 
and with the consent 
of the Texas Depart-
ment of Transporta-
tion (TxDOT), the city 
has launched a Public 
Art Contest to cover 

four utility structures 
with original artwork. 
The selected locations 
include signalization 
utility boxes at High-
way 180/Highway 183, 
Highway 183/Court St., 
Highway 180/FM 3099 
and the utility rock at 
Foundation Park. 

The contest theme, 
“Celebrate Brecken-
ridge Heritage,” en-
courages artists to 
reflect on the city’s 
cultural and historical 
identity through visual 
storytelling. 

“We are excited 
about this contest. It’s 
a great partnership 
project,” Breckenridge 
City Manager Cynthia 
Northrop said. “A lot 
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Breckenridge ISD Li-
brary Services is a 
recent recipient of a 
grant that will help sup-
port English Language 
Learners (ELL). 

B ISD announced 
Thursday, Aug. 14 that 
they received a $5,000 
grant from the Dollar 
General Literacy Foun-
dation (DGLF). The 
grant project is entitled 
“Cultivating Reading 

Confi dence for English 
Language Learners.”

The funds will help 
the school district’s 
l ibraries purchase 
books for their En-
glish language learners 
across all four campus-
es to help support the 
learners’ overall read-
ing confi dence. 

District Librarian 
Abby Moore said that 
she had applied to one 
of the Youth Literacy 

A young student shows his mom the book he is reading 
during summer reading at the Breckenridge Library 
earlier this year. 
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City announces 
public art contest, 

open to area artists

BISD library earns 
$5,000 literacy grant

See Contest, Page 3

See Grant, Page 3
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Latvian students closing summer 
internships in Breckenridge

Partaking in an internship program with Southwestern Advan-
tage in Texas this summer were Latvian college students Karlis 
Mednis, left, and Gustavs Vanags as they fi nished their summers 
up staying in Breckenridge. 
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Judge Spoon rules on dog disposition; two puppies to be euthanized
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Obituaries

Barbara Jean Atkinson

Lester Buford Atkinson

March 16, 1939 – Aug. 22, 2025

Jan. 17, 1935 – Aug. 22, 2025
Barbara Atkinson, 86 of Woodson, passed away 

Thursday, Aug. 21, 2025. Lester Atkinson, 90 of Wood-
son, passed away Friday, Aug. 22, 2025. Funeral ser-
vices were held at 2 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 26 at First 
Baptist Church Woodson with Jeremy Smith and Pete 

Parker officiating. Interment followed in the Woodson Cemetery under the direc-
tion of Morehart Mortuary. Visitation was held from 5 to 7 p.m. Monday, Aug. 25 at 
Morehart Mortuary.

Lester Buford Atkinson was born Jan. 17, 1935 in Woodson, to parents William 
Alvin Atkinson and Odessa Wright Atkinson. After graduation, he joined the Unit-
ed States Army until his honorable discharge in 1956. Lester then went to work 
for Texas Electric which eventually became TXU. He worked there for many years 
until his retirement. Lester was active in the VFW, the American Legion and the 
Sheriff’s Posse. Barbara Jean Hutson was born March 16, 1939 in Nocona, to par-
ents Leo Forrest Hutson and Opal Inez Lanford Hutson. She was involved in Desk 
& Derrick Club, the Red Hat Society and the Fellowship Committee of Woodson 
Baptist Church. On June 25, 1955, Lester and Barbara were married in Haskell. The 
two raised their three children and eventually made their home in Woodson. They 
were active members of the First Baptist Church of Woodson.

Mrs. Atkinson was preceded in death by her parents; one brother and sister-
in-law, Jack and Barbara Hutson; one sister, Judy Hutson; and two nephews. Mr. 
Atkinson was preceded in death by his loving wife of 70 years by 16 hours and 27 
minutes; his parents; and four brothers, James K. Atkinson, Kenneth Atkinson, Ray 
Atkinson, Frank Atkinson.

Mr. & Mrs. Atkinson are survived by their three children, Sheilah Atkinson Ow-
ens and husband Curtis of Woodson, Les Atkinson and wife Terri, Mike Atkinson 
and wife Terryl, all of Breckenridge; eighteen grandchildren, Amber Atkinson, 
Jodie Gould and husband Brock, Kaily Stone and husband Shelby, Kayla Atkinson, 
Mikki Shaw and husband Michael, Molli Roark and husband Dan, Macci Cominsky 
and husband Casey, Bailee Hill, Jason Anderson, and wife Stephanie, Leslie Atkin-
son, Joshua Anderson and wife Cayce, Chris Owens and wife Jami, Kyle Atkinson, 
Brodee Atkinson, Bryce Hill, Braxton Walker and wife Lorena, Lincoln Finkbeiner 
and Grant Finkbeiner; thirty great grandchildren; three great-great grandchildren; 
and many beloved nieces and nephews.

Mrs. Atkinson is also survived by two brothers, Doyce Hutson and wife Carol, 
Terry Hutson and wife Vera. Mr. Atkinson is also survived by two siblings, Wilburn 
Atkinson and wife Joyce, Donna Atkinson Rials.

Memorial contributions may be made to the Woodson School Library or to the 
VFW Post 7767 of Breckenridge and may be left at Morehart Mortuary. Condolenc-
es may be made online at www.morehartmortuary.net. Busape nobis excerferro
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ers lose the right to 
appeal on those euth-
anizations due to the 
health reasons. 

An additional adult 
dog may be euthanized 
at the discretion of the 
animal control staff. 

“I’m going to give 
you guys discretion on 
how to go forward with 
that since you’re see-
ing them every day and 
have been with them 
from the beginning,” 
Spoon said. 

Sharpe said that he 
has dewormed and 
treated the dogs with 
vitamins. 

“Some are respond-

ing to that,” he said. 
“Some of them aren’t.”

Walker added in his 
testimony that the 
property is expansive 
and littered with deer 
carcasses, empty ken-
nels, dogs in kennels 
and dogs in chains. He 
described it as being 
like a “dog business,” 
with signs of organized 
breeding or hunting ac-
tivity.

“Once you walk from 
the street into the area, 
even in open air, the 
smell of old carcasses 
just knocks you over,” 
Walker said. “The game 
warden (Clifton West-
brook) made a com-

ment that if there was 
one or two [dogs], that 
would have been one 
thing. This looks like 
it’s part of an enter-
prise.”

If the defendants, 
named as the “Trevi-
nos” in the case, wish to 
appeal, they must pay 
$2,000 to cover housing 
and euthanisa costs. 

Sharpe estimated 
that maybe about 25% 
of the dogs are adopt-
able, primarily “some 
of the younger ones 
and some of the less 
malnourished.” 

The rest will be eval-
uated after the appeal 
window to determine 

whether they be placed 
or must be euthanized. 

BPD and animal con-
trol will come back to 
the court regarding 
the costs and how to 
move forward once the 
next determinations 
are made. 

Criminal charges for 
animal cruelty are also 
expected to be filed in 
District Court in the 
near future, separate 
from the 154 munici-
pal citations already 
issued for violations 
including unlawful re-
straint, lack of shelter 
and unsanitary condi-
tions. 
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A local two-year-
old is competing in 
Colossal’s Toddler of 
the Year competition, 
a nationwide cam-
paign that supports 
Toys for Tots. 

Young Eliana of 
Breckenridge, daugh-
ter of Daniel and Kar-
ina Sims, is currently 
in the group round of 
voting for the con-
test. 

“Eliana is a beau-
tiful two-year-old 
whose independent 
spirit shines in ev-
erything she does. 
Even at such a young 
age, she knows what 
she wants and ap-
proaches life with 
determination and 
joy,” Daniel Sims said. 
“We admire her confi-
dence and individual-
ity every day.”

Daniel described 
Eliana’s favorite ac-
tivities as being silly, 
playing on the play-
ground and enjoying 
being read to and col-
oring. 

The winner of the 
competition not only 
gets the title of Tod-
dler of the Year, but 
will also star in a na-

tional ad campaign 
and lead the Holly-
wood Christmas Pa-
rade. 

The winning fam-
ily also receives a 
$25,000 cash prize 
and a trip to Peppa 
Pig Theme Park in 
Dallas-Fort Worth. 

The top five from 
each group advanced 
to the group finals, 

and Eliana placed 
fourth in her group to 
advance. The voting 
window for the group 
finals goes from Aug. 
21 through Aug. 28.

“Eliana’s journey 
in this competition is 
about so much more 
than a title–it’s about 
hope. We work hard 

See Eliana, Page 5

Local girl competing in 
Toddler of the Year contest

Young two-year-old Eliana Sims of Brecken-
ridge, daughter of Daniel and Karina Sims, is 
currently competing in the group round of vot-
ing for Colossal’s nationwide Toddler of the Year 
competition. 

Contributed photo
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showed me the books. 
And they’re actually ed-
ucational books; since 
I took AP chemistry, 
math and biology in 
high school, I was like, 
wow, this could actu-
ally help me. And now 
I’m here.”

The internship be-
gan in June, with Med-
nis going to Vernon, 
Wichita Falls, Graham 
and Jacksboro before 
finishing up in Brecken-
ridge. Vanags was in Ol-
ney, Seymour and Iowa 
Park, and drove out 
to Eastland and Cisco 
from Breckenridge. 

The pair have stayed 
with a host family in 
Breckenridge as well 
with other host fami-
lies throughout their 
travels. 

“We ask people, 
since it’s like an ex-
change program for 
us, could you host us 
for a few weeks?” Me-
dinis said. “And I met 
one open-minded fami-
ly who said sure. So we 
got a host family here 
in Breckenridge for the 
last week.”

Vangas added, “Most-
ly we were staying with 
the host family. They 
are really great peo-
ple—Albert and Tracy. 
They hosted the same 
program students two 
years ago and they 
were like, yeah sure 
why not?”

The Southwestern 
Advantage program 
emphasizes person-
al growth as much as 
sales. 

While it helps the in-
terns pay for their col-
lege tuition, it’s much 
more than that. 

“I guess the reason 
why we actually do it, 
it’s not just to come 
here and sell books and 
make money,” Vanags 
said. “It’s not really the 
whole point of the pro-
gram. I guess the big-
ger reason why we’re 
actually doing it is just 
to learn the skills and 
character you need for 
life.”

He added that a lot of 
college kids, like their 
classmates, work stu-
dent jobs that don’t 
open up as many op-
portunities.

“You work with peo-
ple and everything; 
you’re kind of meeting 
people all day long,” 
Vanags said. “And we 
get to meet thousands 
of people through the 
whole summer, and just 
get to build that disci-
pline.”

Each day, the stu-
dents go door-to-door, 
introducing  them-

selves and sharing ed-
ucational tools that 
range from early child-
hood learning to col-
lege prep. 

“We just go and knock 
on the door and kind 
of introduce ourselves 
and tell them what 
we’re doing,” Vanags 
said. “And if people are 
interested, they let us 
in the house. Or some-
times, we sit on the 
porch with the people 
and show our books to 
people, explain what 
we do and where we 
come from.”

The pair reflected on 
what the program has 
done for its customers. 

“The books actually 
help people. We’ve got 
so many testimonials of 
people saying that be-
cause of these books, 
my kids went to college 
and got into DI schools, 
”Medinis said. “I had 
one mom…I stopped 
by and she bought the 
books like five years 
ago. She said because 
of the program, her 
daughter got into Tex-
as Tech.”

Vangas added that 
many times they will 
stop by a house and 
the family recalls the 
Southwestern Compa-
ny. 

“They will be like, 
‘Yeah we had this guy 
stop by five years ago,’ 
and sometimes kids 
will come out and pull 
out the books,” Vangas 
said. “You can see that 
they’re still using them 
after five years.”

The hospitality that 
they have encountered 
has been a highlight.

“There’s a saying in 
Texas that, you know, 
there’s a special south-
ern hospitality,” Med-
nis said. “And you can 
really feel it. During hot 
days, you don’t have 
to ask for cold water. 
They are like, do you 

want water, Gatorade, 
and they just love to 
help out.”

While most interac-
tions are positive, oc-
casional skepticism 
arises.

“Sometimes we come 
to a door, we have an ac-
cent and the people ha-
ven’t seen us on Face-
book or something, 
they’ll get sketched 
out,” Mednis said. “But 
honestly, once we get 
the chance to explain 
that we’re college kids 
from Europe and we 
sell educational books, 
everybody is pretty 
friendly. And the worst 
thing they say is no, 
we’re not interested. 
And then we just leave.”

Vangas shared a re-
cent example: “I was 
knocking pretty late 
at like 9:00 and a dad 
came out. He was super 
sketched out, all defen-
sive. Then I explained 
I’m a college student 
from Europe, I’m sell-
ing these educational 
tools. And he said not 
right now, but come 
back tomorrow.”

As their summer 
winds down, Mednis 
and Vanags will con-
tinue to reflect on the 
friendships, lessons 
and stories they’ll take 
back to Latvia.

“For me, it’s probably 
just the people, honest-
ly,” Mednis said. “I feel 
like everyone is super 
friendly and kind. Most 
of the time, we’re from 
Europe and people are 
like, oh, that’s cool. It’s 
just very easy to talk to 
everybody and every-
body is interested in us. 
We’re interested in the 
culture here.”

Mednis and Vanags 
will return home soon, 
carrying more than just 
books—they’ll carry 
the spirit of Texas hos-
pitality and a summer 
of growth. 

Students
Continued from Page 1

Grant
Continued from Page 1

grants from the DGLF 
last April. 

The nationwide lit-
eracy foundation of-
fers grants each year 
for various literacy 
initiatives and pro-
grams, with grants be-
ing awarded across 
the country for a max-
imum of $5,000 each. 
The Youth Literacy 
Grant that Moore had 
applied for is open to 
schools, public librar-
ies and non-profit or-
ganizations that help 
K-12 students that are 
below level or having 
trouble reading. The 
grant funding is pro-
vided to assist in the 
following areas:

Implementing new 
or expanding existing 
literacy programs

Purchasing new 
technology or equip-
ment to support liter-
acy initiatives

Purchasing books, 
materials or software 
for literacy programs

“This is the first time 
I have ever written a 
grant, and I honestly 
wasn’t sure I would get 
it. Many of my fellow 
librarian colleagues 
have missed out on 
the DGLF grant before, 
so I went in with low 
expectations,” Moore 
said. “I was so thrilled 
to find out that I re-
ceived it!”

Moore described 
that for the past 17 
years that she has 
been a librarian, one 
of the biggest chal-
lenges has been pro-
viding enough books 
for students who en-
ter BISD schools with 
little to no English 
skills. 

“These students, 
known as English Lan-
guage Learners, often 
feel overwhelmed as 
they adjust to a new 
school environment,” 
Moore said. “Many 
are fluent readers in 
their home language, 
and having access to 
books they can under-
stand provides com-
fort, confidence, and 
a way to stay connect-
ed with their love of 
reading.”

Moore said that up 
until now, she had 
stretched her book fair 
earnings to purchase 
some Spanish-lan-
guage materials for 
the campus libraries, 
since most of their ELL 
students speak Span-
ish – with some Viet-
namese and other lan-
guage speakers. 

“Unfortunately, my 
regular book budget 
is only about $3,000 
per campus per year, 
so it has been difficult 
to purchase enough 
high-quality books in 
other languages on top 
of the necessary pur-
chases we make each 
year,” Moore said. 
“That’s why I applied 
for this grant. My proj-
ect, titled ‘Cultivating 
Reading Confidence 
for English Language 
Learners,’ will allow 

us to build a stronger 
collection of books in 
students’ home lan-
guage, as well as bi-
lingual and lower-lev-
el English materials 
to support language 
growth.”

Moore stated that 
each of the four cam-
pus libraries at BISD 
will receive about 
$1,250 worth of new 
materials—roughly 
60-70 books each—
dedicated specifically 
for their ESL students. 

“While this won’t 
create a huge collec-
tion overnight, it’s an 
important step for-
ward,” Moore said. “Ul-
timately, my goal as a 
librarian is to help all 
of our students be-
come lifelong readers. 
For our English lan-
guage learners, that 
means giving them 
stories they can en-
joy right now, in the 
language they under-
stand best, while also 
supporting their jour-
ney toward learning 
English. Thanks to the 
Dollar General Liter-
acy Foundation, we’ll 
finally be able to pro-
vide that in a meaning-
ful way.”

Besides BISD, 62 oth-
er programs in Tex-
as received the grant, 
among 711 nationally.

of cities are doing this 
type of public art, with 
a type of utility boxes, 
with an emphasis on 
downtown beautifica-
tion.”

Northrop added that 
the artwork that is se-
lected as winners of 
the contest will be on 
display for five years 
before they redo the 
contest. 

The contest is open 
to all Breckenridge area 
artists and Brecken-
ridge High School stu-
dents. 

Entries are being ac-
cepted through Tues-
day, Sept. 30 by 5 p.m. 
A $25 entry fee applies, 
but is waived for BHS 
students. All partici-
pants must sign a re-
lease granting permis-

sion for their artwork 
to be used. 

Prizes will be award-
ed in two categories. 
BHS students will com-
pete for a $500 schol-
arship, with the win-
ning design displayed 
at Hwy 180/Court. Lo-
cal artists will vie for 
cash prizes and pub-
lic display opportuni-
ties: $200 for first place 
(Hwy 180/Hwy 183), 
$150 for second (Hwy 

180/FM 3099) and $100 
for third (Foundation 
Park). 

Judging will be coor-
dinated by the Brecken-
ridge Fine Arts Center, 
with panelists to be an-
nounced.

Submissions should 
be delivered to City Hall 
at 105 N. Rose Street. 
For full contest details 
go to breckenridgetx.
gov/about/public_art_
contest.php. 

An example of artwork on a utility box in the City of 
San Angelo. The city of Breckenridge is conducting a 
public art contest open to local artists and students.

Contributed photo

Contest
Continued from Page 1
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We knew it was com-
ing when Bert came into 
the Mule Barn truck 
stop the other day. He 
took his usual stool at 
the philosophy count-
er and world dilemma 
think tank, where he 
reigns as Cutting Edge 
Technology Advisor to 
the board of directors.

It was that glint in his 
eye that gave it away.

“Hi Bert.”
“Hi Doc. Say, isn’t this 

a beautiful day? It’s 32 
out there.”

“Doesn’t seem that 
cold,” said Steve, our 
resident cowboy, who 
tends to look at every-
thing from the back of 

a horse.
“Oh, not 32 degrees, 

dear friend …”
Dear friend? We’re in 

for it.
“…but 32 inches of 

mercury in the barome-
ter. Winds are calm. Sun 
is shining. No chance of 
snow.”

“You have a barom-
eter?”

“Oh yeah. You can’t 
always depend on the 
TV weather guy, you 
know. You see, it’s not 
just where the barom-
eter is that tells you 
what the weather’s like, 
but it’s where it is now 
in relation to where it 
was before. That’s what 

they call the trend.”
“Heard that word be-

fore,” said Doc.
“It’s scientifi c. Got a 

book about it the oth-
er day. Maizie picked 
it up at the library. You 
see, to the layman, the 
world outside looks kin-
da nice, doesn’t it? Sun-
shine, no wind. Looks 
like a beautiful day. But 
to the expert … to the 
meteorologist … that’s 
just the start. Oh yes. 
He’ll look outside at the 
beautiful weather, but 
he realizes it’s simply a 
precursor to the weath-
er we’ll have tomorrow. 
He’ll know, you see, 
from how the mercu-

ry is responding in the 
glass … we call the ba-
rometer a glass … what 
kind of weather to ex-
pect tomorrow. That’s 
what sets us apart from 
other people.”

“Because you read a 
book?”

“… And I have my 
weather station … yes.”

“So what kinda weath-
er is coming tomorrow, 
Bert?”

“Oh … ‘bout like to-
day.”

“So the barometer 
told you that?”

Bert looked a little 
sheepish. “I didn’t have 
time to figure it out. 
Heard it on the news.”

•••
To reach me (and 

please do), try Slim Ran-
dles at homecountry8.
com or (505) 306-6009.A 
newspaperman since 
1964, Slim has been a 
columnist and feature 
writer for newspapers 
in Alaska and New Mex-
ico: The Anchorage Dai-
ly News and The Albu-
querque Journal.

Texas is entering a 
new chapter in how we 
measure student learn-
ing. Conversations are 
swirling about what 
could come after we 
retire the current state 
assessment, the STAAR 
exam.

That includes ques-
tions like: What needs 
to change? How can we 
do better?

Evolving our systems 
is part of how we im-
prove. But as we look 
ahead, we cannot afford 
to lose what has made 
Texas a reliable lead-
er in school transpar-
ency. We should build 
on the good things that 
we’ve done, not bull-
doze them altogether.

Assessment is not 
just about testing. It is 
about accurately mea-
suring learning. At its 
best, a statewide as-
sessment is a tool for 
transparency, for ac-
countability, and for 
action. 

Texas has gotten im-
portant parts of that 
right, and we should 

protect them.
First, STAAR is made 

for Texas, by Texas. 
The test is built around 
our own academic stan-
dards and reviewed by 
Texas teachers who un-
derstand what mastery 
looks like in our class-
rooms. 

These teachers are 
able to assess if the 
questions are actual-
ly on grade level and 
are connected to real 
classroom experience. 
That’s not just a tech-
nical detail. It is vital 
that our assessment is 
grounded in the prior-
ities and expectations 
of this state, not bor-

rowed from elsewhere 
or driven by generic 
benchmarks.

Second, STAAR mea-
sures whether students 
are meeting Texas 
grade-level standards, 
not just whether they 
are progressing, or try-
ing, or even just do-
ing better than their 
peers. It answers the 
fundamental question 
that every parent and 
policymaker should 
be asking: are our stu-
dents on track? Often 
students can be bring-
ing home A’s and B’s on 
report cards but may 
still struggle to read on 
grade level.

Surveys found that 
nine in 10 parents be-
lieve that their stu-
dents are on grade lev-
el in reading, a startling 
number when the reali-
ty in Texas is that only 
54% of students are ac-
tually on grade level. A 
strong assessment sys-
tem helps bring clarity 
and honesty so that stu-
dents can receive the 
support they need. We 

should not walk away 
from that.

Third, STAAR raised 
the bar for transpar-
ency. Parents can log 
in and see exactly how 
their child answered 
each question. They 
can see where their 
child struggled and 
where they succeed-
ed. That kind of visi-
bility builds trust. It 
puts real information 
in the hands of families 
and opens the door to 
meaningful conversa-
tions among parents, 
students, and teachers 
on how to put students 
on the path to success.

And finally, STAAR 
provides consistent, 
statewide data that 
helps leaders make bet-
ter decisions. When 
the same rules apply 
across the board, we 
can see where progress 
is happening, where 
resources are need-
ed, and where systems 
are working, or not. 
A strong assessment 

See Grantham, Page 5

Reading the barometer

What’s next for Texas assessment? 
Keep what works and improve

Dear Rusty: I’m 
ready to apply for 
my Social Securi-
ty benefi ts, and I’m 
aware of how my 
benefi ts are calcu-
lated. What I would 
like to know about 
is how the appli-
cation process ac-
tually works and 
how my benefi ts are 
received. Signed: 
Ready to Collect 

Dear Ready to 
Collect: Essentially, 
you have two main 
options for apply-
ing for Social Secu-
rity benefits, and 
also two separate 
options for receiv-
ing your payments: 

To apply for ben-
efi ts, you can either 
contact Social Se-
curity at 1-800-772-
1213 to make a tele-
phone appointment 
to complete your 
application while 
speaking to an SSA 
representative on 
the phone, or you 
can submit your ap-
plication for SS ben-
efi ts online. 

When using the 
telephone option, 
you will be guided by 
an SSA agent while 
completing your ap-
plication and can 
discuss your bene-
fi t options directly 
with that agent (just 
be sure to be avail-
able to receive SSA’s 
call at the sched-
uled time). You can 
also make an ap-
pointment by call-
ing your local SS 
fi eld offi ce directly 
(get the number for 
your local SS offi ce 
at this link: www.
ssa.gov/locator). It 
is not usually nec-
essary to visit your 
local SSA offi ce in 
person to apply. 

If you are reason-
ably profi cient with 
computers, you can, 
instead, apply on-
line, but you will 
fi rst need to create 
your personal SSA 
account online at 
www.ssa.gov/myac-
count. Once you 
have your person-
al account set up, 
you will be able to 
see your estimated 
benefit amount at 
different claim ages, 
which should help 
you decide when 
it is best to apply. 
Here is a short vid-
eo which explains 
the process for ap-

plying for benefi ts 
online: https://www.
ssa.gov/hlp/video/
iclaim_r01.htm.

If applying online, 
you can start your 
online application 
at www.ssa.gov/ap-
ply and re-access 
it multiple times as 
needed until you are 
ready to submit it; 
just be sure to write 
down the “reentry 
code” which is pro-
vided when you be-
gin your online ap-
plication.

When you are 
ready to submit the 
application, just se-
lect “Submit” and 
your application 
will be sent to SSA’s 
application pro-
cessing unit for re-
view. They will con-
tact you if there 
are any questions 
about your appli-
cation, or if any ad-
ditional documen-
tation is needed. 
Note that it typical-
ly takes a couple 
of months for your 
payments to start 
and note that pay-
ment is made in the 
month following the 
month earned. For 
example, if you be-
gin your benefits 
in August your fi rst 
payment will be re-
ceived in September 
(on either the 2nd, 
3rd, or 4th Wednes-
day of each month 
thereafter, depend-
ing on your birth-
day). 

F o r  re c e i v i n g 
your monthly SS 
payments: you will 
(on you application) 
be able to speci-
fy how you wish 
your monthly pay-
ments to be made. 
The preferred op-
tion used by most 
beneficiaries is to 
have your month-
ly Social Security 
payment deposited 
into a fi nancial (e.g., 
bank) account, de-
tails for which you 

Russell Gloor

Social Security Matters

Ask Rusty:
How do I apply for Social Security 

and receive my payments? 

Gabe Grantham

Texas 2036

The Breckenridge American offers local readers an opportunity to share their 

opinions on community topics and issues of public importance. Mail or deliv-

er letters to the offi ce at 114 E. Elm Street in Breckenridge, or e-mail letters to 

editor@breckenridgeamerican.com. The deadline is 5 p.m. Friday for the mid-

week edition. Letters that do not meet the deadline will not be printed in the 

paper. Letters must be submitted by the author/signee, and not by a third-par-

ty on behalf of the author/signee. Letters must contain the author’s fi rst name, 

last name, complete address, and telephone number. Only the writer’s name 

and title of the letter, as appropriate, will be published with the letter. Names 

cannot be withheld. Letters from any candidate who is actively running for any 

political offi ce will not be published. Writers may submit letters of up to 500 

words. Letters are not guaranteed to be published in the next edition, but every 

effort to do so will be made. Unverifi ed letters and letters containing personal 

attacks the newspaper deems to be of a libelous nature will not be published. 

In any event, the newspaper reserves the sole discretion to decide whether or 

not a reader submission will be published. All letters and columns featured on 

the Opinion Page are the views of the authors and do not necessarily refl ect the 

views of the Breckenridge American. See Matters, Page 5

Slim Randles

Home Country



 

Breckenridge Devotional Page
ANGLICAN

St. Andrews Anglican Church

200 North Easton, 254-559-3172

Donald Sackett, Priest

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Christian Fellowship Church

810 E. Elm, 254-559-8436

Tom Moore, Min.

La Hermosa Assembly of God

909 Jeanette St., 254-559-7329

Raul Duran, Min.

BAPTIST

Bethany Baptist

1911 W. Walker, 254-559-5083

Don Bearden, Min.

Bethel Baptist

804 S. James, 254-559-2072

Clarence Holliman, Min.

Calvary Baptist

401 S. Camden, 254-559-7364

Dan Nelson, Min.

Crystal Falls Baptist

FM 578, Crystal Falls

Danny Lee, Min.

Eliasville Baptist

Eliasville

Wayne Peters, Min.

First Baptist Church

301 S. Rose, 254-559-2295

Andy Rodgers, Min.

First Baptist Church of Woodson

Woodson, Jeremy Smith, Min.

Gunsight Baptist

Hwy. 183 S., 254-559-1620

Rex Boggs, Min.

Mount Olive Baptist

518 S. Dunnigan, 254-559-2500

Gregory Morris, Sr., Min.

Necessity Baptist

7150 C.R. 144, Caddo, 254-559-6775,

John Kinman, Pastor

New Hope Baptist #3

FM 717, Ranger, 254-647-1515

Ronny Guess, Min.

Rose Avenue Baptist

702 N. Rose Ave., 817-724-4047

Russell Brock, Pastor

Trinity Baptist

36 CR 327, 254-559-7405

Pastor Herman (Butch) Hinkle, Jr.

BIBLE

Lord’s Old-Time Gospel

West Elliott, 254-559-8051

The Church of Breckenridge

405 Sunset, 254-559-9790

CATHOLIC

Sacred Heart Catholic

208 S. Miller, 254-559-2860

CHRISTIAN CHURCH

First Christian

101 E. Williams, 254-559-2744

First Christian of Woodson

Michael Patrick, Min.

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints

530 CR 179, Eastland, 435-640-6103

Doug Smith, Branch President

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

Christian Science

401 S. McAmis

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Central Church of Christ

Woodson

Royce Priddy, Min.

Church of Christ

1701 W. Elliott, 254-559-2558

Don Nelson, Min.

Church of Christ

1314 W. Jeanette, 254-559-5001

Albany Church of Christ

417 N. Main Street, 325-762-2078

Russell Scott, Minister

Eliasville Church of Christ

Eliasville – Norman Carpenter, Min.

CONTEMPORARY

Real Church

515 N. Graham Ave.; W.S. 10:30 a.m.

INTERDENOMINATIONAL

Victory Life Church

1612 Hwy. 180 E, 254-559-3600

Dr. Craig Smee, Lead Pastor

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS

Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses

202 FM 3099, 254-559-6830

LUTHERAN

Trinity Lutheran Church

Hwy. 180, Albany, 915-762-3227

Thomas Chandler, Min.

METHODIST

First Methodist Church

419 W. Walker, 254-559-8208

Samantha Chambers, Pastor

St. Paul United Methodist

1504 E. Elm, 254-559-3685

Samantha Chambers, Pastor

NONDENOMINATIONAL

Eolian Community Church

7162 CR 292, 254-559-3829

Genoa Goad, Min.

River of Life Fellowship

122 E. Lindsey, 254-522-8981

James Stewart, Min.

The Light of the World

600 N. Breckenridge Ave.

Inocencio Briones, Min.

The Ridge Cowboy Church @ Lakeside

108 CR 221, 325-370-7673

PENTECOSTAL

The Lighthouse

1509 E. Walker, 254-559-6077

Rev. Will Anderson

PRESBYTERIAN

First Presbyterian Church

1601 W. Elliott, 254-559-2484

Pastor Linda Buchanan Leveridge

This Devotional & Directory 

is made possible by these 

businesses who encourage all of 

us to attend worship services.

Want to support the 
church directory?

Call Kaci at 254-559-5412 

or email 

admgr@breckenridgeamerican.com

Breckenridge 

Auto Parts
“Complete line of auto & engine supplies”

1811 W. Walker • Breckenridge, TX 76424

254-559-8241 4437

Traditional Funerals, Cremations, Monuments, Pre-Planning

1.800.372.5421 � Obit Line: 254.559.OBIT
www.morehartmortuary.net

4457

Morehart Mortuary
of Breckenridge & Albany

4
4
6
0

211 CR151 • Breckenridge, TX 76424 • 1-800-722-8616

www.turnerseed.com

All Kinds of Native 

Grass Seed, Field Seed, 

Wildlife Seed, and 

Wildfl ower Seed

19926

PROUDLY SERVING BRECKENRIDGE SINCE 1965

254-559-3311 | meltonkitchens.com

1. Is the book of Nahum (KJV) in the Old or New 
Testament or neither?
2. In Acts 7, who recounts the story of Abraham 
along with the captivity and freedom of the chil-
dren of Israel? Paul, Peter, Stephen, Andrew
3. Who went to sleep and fell out of a window while 
Paul preached? Esua, Enid, Eutychus, Eucyrus
4. From Matthew 8, whose mother-in-law did Je-
sus heal? Elijah, Solomon, Daniel, Peter
5. In what Macedonian city were Paul and Silas im-
prisoned? Philippi, Neapolis, Jericho, Jerusalem
6. Who was Priscilla married to? Atilla, Aquila, 
Andrew, Alpheus

ANSWERS: 1) Old, 2) Stephen, 3) Eutychus, 4) 
Peter, 5) Philippi, 6) Aquila

Have changes? 

Need something added? 

Email design@grahamleader.com.

WE  BUY 
Oil, Gas, & Mineral Rights
Both non-producing and producing 

including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

806.620.1422
LOBO MINERALS, LLC

PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408 • LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

With LeafFilterWithout LeafFilter

2025 Summer 
Home Protection Event!

LIFETIME

TRANSFERABLE 

WARRANTY
+

End Cleaning Out Gutters!

Zero Clogged Gutters Guaranteed

*Promotional off er includes 20% off  plus an additional 10% off  for 
qualifi ed veterans and/or seniors. One coupon per household. No 
obligation estimate valid for 1 year. +See Representative for full war-
ranty details. See website for all license and registration numbers AR 
366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, 
IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225, MI 
262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, 
MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 
13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229, OR 218294, 
PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 
2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

75% OFF + $250
Limited time only!*

Installation Discount

Bonus off er!*

CALL 833-460-3020 FOR A FREE INSPECTION!
Promo Code: 285

NEED EXTRA CASH !!! ???

Travel Trai lers l 5th Wheels   
Goosenecks l Bumper Pulls  

In Any Area!!!  Any Condition!!!
Old/New !!!    Dirty or Clean !!!

I PAY CA$H    956-466-7001
No Title – No Problem – We Can Apply For One

ANR Enterprises

I BUY RVs & 

MOBILE HOMEs

www.breckenridgeamerican.com Page 5Wednesday, August 27, 2025

equips district leaders 
and teachers with the 
information needed to 
improve instruction, 
adopt new programs, 
and implement best 
practices. It ensures 
that success isn’t de-
fined differently from 
district to district or 
clouded by subjective 
measures.

This type of deci-

sion-making is what 
makes a difference for 
students. Campuses 
using state assessment 
data to implement ini-
tiatives like the Ad-
ditional Day School 
Year Program have in-
creased achievement 
by as much as 17 per-
centage points in a sin-
gle year.

We can absolutely 
make the next chap-
ter of assessment even 

stronger. 
We can streamline, 

modernize and ensure 
that results come fast-
er and with better con-
text for both teachers 
and parents. But we 
should not lose pieces 
of what has made STA-
AR valuable.

Texas students de-
serve a system that 
tells the truth about 
how they’re doing and 
helps adults take ac-

tion. That’s what as-
sessments are for. As 
we move forward, let’s 
be bold about improv-
ing it, and just as bold 
about preserving what 
works.

•••
Grantham is an ed-

ucation policy advisor 
for Texas 2036, a non-
profit public policy or-
ganization dedicated 
to improving opportuni-
ties for all Texans.

Grantham

Continued from Page 4 will specify when ap-
plying. However, you 
can also choose to 
receive your month-
ly payments in the 
form of a debit card 
(called “Direct Ex-
press”) which will be 
replenished monthly. 
If you choose to have 
your payment depos-
ited in your bank ac-
count, be sure to have 
your bank account in-
formation ready when 
you apply. Note that 
Social Security no lon-
ger issues payments 
via printed checks 
(except in rare cir-
cumstances). 

•••
This article is intend-

ed for information pur-
poses only and does 
not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions 
and interpretations 
of the AMAC Founda-
tion’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the Na-
tional SS Association. 
NSSA and the founda-
tion and staff are not 
affiliated with or en-
dorsed by the SS Ad-
ministration or any oth-
er governmental entity. 
To submit a question, 
visit amacfoundation.
o r g / p r o g r a m s / s o -
cial-security-advisory.

Matters

Continued from Page 4

to provide for Eliana 
and her seven-year-old 
brother, Gabriel, de-
spite facing the chal-
lenges of rising costs 
and our home’s serious 
repairs,” Daniel Sims 
said. “Our house has a 
foundation that is un-
level, a leaking roof, 
and other areas of dis-
repair, making daily life 
difficult and limiting our 
ability to give our chil-
dren fun and enriching 
experiences. Yet, Eli-
ana’s spirit never waiv-
ers; she inspires us and 
those around her.”

Listed below are each 
round of voting follow-
ing the groups being 
narrowed down to the 
top five. 

Group Finals: Aug. 21-
28 – The top competitor 

in each group advances 
to the quarterfinals.

Wildcard Round: Aug. 
29-31 – A short round 
giving the 2nd place fin-
ishers from group finals 
one more change to en-
ter the quarterfinals.

Quarterfinals: Sept. 
1-11 – Group champi-
ons from earlier rounds 
compete; top vote-get-
ter in each group ad-
vances to semifinals.

Semifinals: Sept. 12-
18 – Same format, nar-
rowing down to the fi-
nalists. 

Finals: Sept. 19-25 – 
Votes reset again; the 
winner is chosen entire-
ly by public vote. 

Winner Announce-
ment: On or before Oct. 
10.

To vote online for 
Eliana visit https://tod-

dleroftheyear.org/2025/
eliana-0806 and use a 
daily free vote or make 
a tax-deductible dona-
tion which helps spread 
joy to children in need 
during the holiday sea-
son.

“Winning Toddler of 
the Year would mean ev-
erything to Eliana and 
our family. The $25,000 
cash prize and trip to 
Peppa Pig Theme Park 

would allow us to cre-
ate special memories 
together, help us pay es-
sential bills and restore 
our home to a safe and 
welcoming place,” Dan-
iel Sims said. “Above all, 
we hope that by getting 
Eliana’s name out there, 
people will be moved by 
her story and vote for 
her–giving her the rec-
ognition she truly de-
serves.”

Eliana

Continued from Page 2



 

SHOP
LOCAL

CLASSIFIEDS
Line Ad Rate:

$15 for 15 words or less

Over 15 words, 50¢ a word

Line Ad Deadlines

9:00 am Monday
(Classifi ed line ad: an ad that
runs with only words, no box)

Breckenridge American 254-559-5412

GET IT SOLD with a Classifi ed Ad

breckenridgeamerican.com/classifi eds   •   classifi ed@grahamleader.com

EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

Every housing advertisement published in the Breckenridge American is subject to all provisions of the Federal Fair Housing Act.

510 HELP WANTED

www.breckenridgeamerican.com Wednesday, August 27, 2025Page 6

ATTENTION 

ADVERTISERS: 

Errors & 

Adjustments

Please check your ad 

the first day that it 

runs to see that all 

of the information 

is correct. This will 

ensure that your ad is 

exactly what you want 

readers to see. Call us 

at 254-559-5412 the 

first day if you find 

an error. We must 

limit our f inancial 

responsibilities, if 

any, to the charge for 

the space and cannot 

be responsible for 

incorrect ads after the 

first day of publication.

CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS!

CALL US AT 254-559-5412 TODAY!

Support these 

local businesses!
The advertisers you see in this 

publication are who make it possible for 

us to bring the news to you.

The Breckenridge American appreciates 

their support and we encourage our 

readers to support them. These small 

businesses recognize the value of their 

customers and work hard to show you.

Supporting these local businesses 

supports your community and your 

community news source.

Breckenridge American
All Breckenridge – All the Time
www.breckenridgeamerican.com

650 FOR SALE – FARM & RANCH

630 FOR SALE – HOMES

2
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3
8
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TexSCAN Week of 
Aug. 24-30, 2025

AGRICULTURE

Be tough when it’s tough to talk. Even the toughest 

people need help sometimes. AgriStress Helpline for 

Texas, 833-897-2474. 

CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide 

coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract, 

no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans feature 

unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For 

more information, call 1-855-493-3803.

CHARITY

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support 

our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 

and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car 

Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today.

ENERGY

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 

Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 

5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-

704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 

generator. It’s a power move.

FINANCIAL

10% Preferred Return +2% Kicker. R.E. note backed 

fund. $250K min. Accredited only. Call EJ @ Kingdom 

Asset Management, 214-830-2999. SEC Reg D 506(c) 

offering. Website: www.kamfunds.com.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

No more cleaning out gutters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter 
is backed by a no-clog guarantee and lifetime transfer-
rable warranty. Call today 1-833-460-3020 to schedule 
a FREE inspection and no obligation estimate. Plus get 
75% off installation and a bonus $250 discount! Limited 
time only. Restrictions apply, see representative for 
warranty and offer details.

INTERNET

$39 Blazing Fast Fiber Speeds! No contract! No 
credit check! Everyone qualifies! No buffering! 
Stream, game, work at incredible fiber speeds!  Only 
$39 month, 866-901-2652.

MEDICAL

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

OIL & GAS

We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for 
an offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WANTED

Need Extra Cash  — I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001! 

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network

184 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

NEED A

JOB?

NEED

EMPLOYEES? 

The Classifieds bring
together job seekers

 and potential 
employers every day. 

Breckenridge

American
C L A S S I F I E D S 

Featuring new listings
every Wednesday! 

254-559-5412 

Help Wanted! Experienced 
maintenance person for 
small apartment complex. 
By appointment only. Call 
254-559-6792.

NOW HIRING 
at Breckenridge DQ

ABOVE AVERAGE PAY

MEAL DISCOUNTS

PTO & FLEXIBLE

SCHEDULES FOR 

FULL AND PART TIME.

APPLY TODAY:
www.RichesonDQ.com

Be part of a fun, fast-paced team where 

your smile makes all the difference!

3
0
0
8
9

MAINTENANCE CLERK
Full-time position for multi-restaurant group.

Need self-starter with good organizational skills, mechanically 

minded for parts and equipment ordering, invoicing, and 

inventory in Excel spreadsheets. Work directly with maintenance 

supervisor on orders, invoice coding and project follow up.

Monday-Friday 8AM-5PM 

Paid Holidays, PTO, Medical, dental, and vision are available.

APPLY ONLINE: www.richesondq.com

2
9
1
4
7
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Show

& Sell

Browse& Buy

To Place Your Ad:
254-559-5412

admgr@breckenridgeamerican.com

Run Your Show & Sell Ad*
for as Little as $14.95!

*Show & Sell pricing not available for real property ads (homes, mobile homes, etc.).

Up to 20 words, 50¢ per additional word. Only one item per ad.

To Subscribe:
254-559-5412
circulation@grahamleader.com
Get Free Unlimited Online Access
With Your Home Delivery Subscription!

Breckenridge American Classifi eds
make it easy to connect with local 

buyers and sellers – in print and online!
WWW.BRECKENRIDGEAMERICAN.COM • 254-559-5412

DON’T DON’T 
FORGET!FORGET!

ClassifiedClassified

Ads are Ads are 

FREE FREE ONLINEONLINE!!
Place your ad

today & get

double exposure!

Call us Call us today attoday at

254-559-5412254-559-5412
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POPEYE by Randy Milholland

ENTERTAINMENT

THE SPATS by Jeff Pickering     

OUT ON A LIMB by Gary Kopervas

Look for answers in the Classifieds.

Midweek

Edition

Crossword

SELECTSELECT
from the bestfrom the best

local jobslocal jobs

SELECT
from the best

local jobs

BreckenridgeAmerican.com

24629

Keep Public Notices 

in Newspapers

www.newsmediaalliance.org

Some officials want to move notices from 

newspapers to government-run websites, 

where they may not be easily found.

This is like putting the fox in 

charge of the hen house.

When public notices

reach the public, 

everyone benefits.

700 FOR RENT - APARTMENTS

CONQUISTADOR
APARTMENTS

1101 West Elliott • Breckenridge, TX 76424

254-559-6792

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS

On-Site Laundry • Close to Schools • Quality Affordable

SECTION 8 HOUSING AVAILABLE
— HANDICAP UNIT AVAILABLE —

— COME CHECK US OUT —

TDD# 800-735-2989

This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider/Employer EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

4653

VACANC
IES VACANCIES
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Alex Kielar

news@breckenridgeamerican.com

The Lady Bucks trav-
eled to Graham this 
past weekend to par-
take in the Lu Allen Me-
morial Tournament. 

After going 1-3 in 
pool play Friday, Aug. 
22, the Lady Bucks 
moved on to the silver 
bracket Saturday, Aug. 
23, where they went 
0-2 against Legacy and 
Sweetwater.  

The Lady Bucks 
started the pool play 
of the tournament with 
a win against City View, 
sweeping the sets, 25-
15 and 25-14. In that 
match, Ashlyn Owen 
led the squad with 10 
successful digs, fol-
lowed by Lane Barto-
skewitz with eight, Is-
abelle Biddison with 
six, Analia Palacios, 
Kamden Tidwell and 
Sofia Lopez with three 
each and Preslie Mal-
cuit and Kyra Canada 
with one each. Barto-
skewitz led the team 
with three kills in the 
opening match, while 
Palacios led them with 
13 assists. 

The Lady Bucks 
struggled to keep up 
with their second op-
ponent in Llano, losing 
25-7 and 25-17 to fall 

Lady Bucks compete  
in Lu Allen tournament 

The Lady Bucks prepare for a block attempt at the net against City View in their 
first match of the Lu Allen Memorial Tournament over this past weekend. 

Photo/Alex Havardansky

Kamden Tidwell attempts a hit over the net as a City 
View player looks to block it in the opening match of 
the Lady Bucks’ weekend in the Lu Allen Memorial 
Tournament in Graham. 

Photo/Alex Havardansky

Preslie Mailcut goes up for a spike Friday, Aug. 22, against City View in the Lady 
Bucks’ first match in pool play of the Lu Allen Memorial Tournament over the 
weekend.

Photo/Alex Havardansky

Alex Kielar

news@breckenridgeamerican.com

In their final scrim-
mage  be fore  the 
regular season, the 
Breckenridge Bucka-
roos showed promise 
and competitiveness 
against one of the top 
teams in the state. 

Traveling to Wall 
High School, the Bucks 
had a number of pos-
itives to take away 
from the final tune-
up against the third-
ranked team in Class 
3A Division II, Thurs-
day, Aug. 22. 

“I think I was made 
out to be a liar after 
the things I said last 
week when we were 
coming here. Playing 
a very good football 
team, they were going 
to try and eat us alive,” 
Head Coach Casey 
Pearce said. “And at 
times they did, but we 
did sustain a couple 
of drives. Self-inflict-
ed wounds got us, put 
us behind the sticks 
at times. We’ve got to 
continue to get better.”

Defensively,  the 
Bucks made plays on 
the ball and were con-
sistently getting to the 
ball carrier. 

However, the prob-
lems that they had 
were finishing the job 
and wrapping up to get 
the player down. They 
played with fire and 
physicality while cre-
ating some pressure, 
but allowed a handful 

of back-breaking plays 
downfield. 

There were also 
plays where Wall re-
ceivers were allowed 
too much space to 
come down with wide-
open catches and a 
big play. 

“We still have a 
bunch of execution 
pieces to clean up,” 
Pearce said. “Playing 
in space defensively is 
the hardest thing you 
do in sports, and we 
have to continue to 
learn how to do that.”

Overall, the defense 
had great spurts of 
getting penetration in 
the middle, but other 
times were not fully 
getting to the ball car-
rier to get him down. 

“We just have to 
continue to rally. We 
rallied to the foot-
ball and then couldn’t 
finish the job off,” 
Pearce said. “That’s 
frustrating, because 
you chip away at it, 
put them second-and-

Bucks compete in final 
preseason tuneup at Wall

Quarterback Cooper Wimberly rolls out of the 
pocket as a couple of Wall defenders rush him 
during the Buckaroos’ final scrimmage Thursday, 
Aug. 21.

Photo/Alex Kielar

See Bucks, Page 9

The Lady Bucks cross country team finished as runners-up in the Peaster Invi-
tational for their first race of the season Saturday, Aug. 23. They had five runners 
in the top 20 and two freshmen girls finished in the top 15. 

Contributed photo

Alex Kielar

news@breckenridgeamerican.com

As they began their 
seasons, the Lady 
Bucks and Bucks cross 
country teams partic-
ipated in the Peaster 
High School Invitation-
al Saturday, Aug. 22.

The Lady Bucks had 
the most success, fin-

ishing as runners-up 
in the meet, just three 
points shy of first-
place Peaster with 50 
points in the two-mile 
run finals. 

The Bucks, mean-
while, finished fourth 
with 89 points in the 
three-mile run finals, 
behind Peaster (71), 
Slidell (69) and Bridge-

port (29). 
Freshmen Maylie 

Townson and Miley 
Ramirez finished in the 
top 15 at their first var-
sity meet. 

“I’m so proud of how 
both teams compet-
ed…and how well our 
older kids are lead-

Lady Bucks finish as runners-up in 

Peaster invitational; Bucks place 4th

See Bucks, Page 9

The Bucks cross country team finished in fourth place overall in their opening 
meet at the Peaster Invitational, Saturday, Aug. 23, with three runners finishing 
in the top 20. 

Contributed photo

See Lu Allen, Page 9



 

Weekly delivery
Includes free

e-edition access!
Subscribe now 
thru August 31, 
2025 to take 
advantage of 

this special offer 
if a student under 

age 18 lives in your 
household!

1. Builds vocabulary
2. Improves reading skills
3. Promotes critical thinking
4. Brings ideas & current events to life
5. Builds global awareness
6. Promotes social consciousness
7. Makes learning fun!

Today’s Lesson:

The Newspaper

Did you know?
A study released by the Newspaper 

Association of America Foundation 

shows data indicating that students 

in Newspapers in Education 

programs perform 10 percent better 

on standardized tests.

Make reading the newspaper 
with your child a daily habit, 
and help your young student 
succeed.

Individuals and
businesses, you can help 
support newspapers in 
education with the gift of 
a classroom subscription.

Call 254-559-5412 
today for details.

Breckenridge
American
254-559-5412

www.breckenridgeamerican.com

4. Brings ideas & current events to life

ONLY
$20.00*

6 MONTHS

STUDENT 
SUBSCRIPTION 
SPECIAL

*New subscribers only. In County price only. 
Ask about other subscription options.

www.breckenridgeamerican.com Page 9Wednesday, August 27, 2025

Joseph Juneau (7) and Hunter Davis (11) gang tackle the Wall ball carrier behind 
the line of scrimmage for a tackle for loss Thursday, Aug. 21 during the Bucks’ 
scrimmage at Wall.

Photo/Alex Havardansky

long, third-and-long, 
and then they’re able to 
convert and make a 10-
yard gain on it.”

When the Bucks were 
on point, they were able 
to wreak havoc with a 
couple of tackles for 
loss and two turnovers 
– one forced fumble and 
an interception from 
Hudson Woodward. 
Right before Zachary 
Beltran laid a hit down 
on a ball carrier for a 
tackle for loss, Coach 
Pearce was preaching 
“just one” as he wanted 
to see at least one play 
where they knocked 
a player down behind 
the line. 

On offense, the Bucks 
are still rolling with a 
three-quarterback sys-
tem with all of them 
competing for a chance 
at the starting role. 
Woodward, Joseph Ju-
neau and Cooper Wim-
berly all gave receivers 
chances with strong 
throws and good deci-
sion-making.

“Overall, our quarter-
backs gave us chanc-
es. We’ve got to catch 
contested footballs… 
there were a couple of 
bad throws, but for the 
most part they put the 

ball in places that we 
could catch and had a 
chance,” Pearce said. 
“We’ve got to be able 
to take opportunities 
and do something with 
them.”

Bucks
Continued from Page 8

Junior defensive back Zachary Beltran pulls down a Wall ball carrier for a tackle 
for loss during the Bucks’ final scrimmage at Wall High School, Thursday, Aug. 21. 

Photo/Alex Havardansky

in straight sets. They 
stuck with Denver City 
in the first set of their 
third match, falling 25-
19 before dropping the 
second set 25-9. 

To close out pool 
play, Paradise got the 
best of the Lady Bucks, 
25-11 and 25-14. 

In bracket play, 
the team opened up 
against Legacy in the 
silver bracket and 
would fall, 25-9 and 
25-15. Owen led the 
team with 10 digs in 
that match.

Moving over to the 
loser’s side of that 
bracket, the Lady 
Bucks gave Sweetwa-
ter all that they could 
handle as the match 
stretched out to a third 
set. 

In the first set, Sweet-
water came away with 

a 25-17 win before 
Breckenridge was able 
to take the second set, 
25-20. 

The Lady Bucks 

were able to stick with 
Sweetwater in the win-
ner-take-all third set, 
but ultimately fell 25-
16.

ing our younger run-
ners,” Coach Valeria 
Williams said. “Big 
things are ahead for 
this group!”

Lady Bucks results
9. Sayler Townson, 

14:07.09
11. Abbi Duran, 

14:33.21
13. Maylie Town-

son, 14:43.26
14. Miley Ramirez, 

14:43.99
18. Lizandra Rubio, 

15:02.03
28.  El l i  Duran, 

15:55.82
29 .  Abby Nye, 

15:28.18

Bucks results
12. Gabriel Garcia, 

19:21.50

14. Bodie Skiles, 
19:32.65

18. Agustin Bryd, 
20:10.11

23. Landon Elting, 
20:37.34

34. Logan Thomp-
son, 22:17.62

37. Maliki Smith, 
22:40.46

38. Brysen Hash, 
22:44.69

XC
Continued from Page 8

Senior receiver Arrion Mathews refused to go down 
during the Bucks’ scrimmage Thursday, Aug. 21 at 
Wall, bouncing off defenders for long runs after 
screen passes.

Photo/Alex Havardansky

The Lady Bucks work to defend at the net during the Lu Allen Memorial Tour-
nament in Graham in which they went 1-3 in pool play and 0-2 in the silver 
bracket during the second day of action. 

Photo/Alex Havardansky

Lu Allen
Continued from Page 8

Analia Palacios prepares to make a set pass during 
the Lady Bucks opening match against the City 
View Mustangs in pool play of the Lu Allen Memo-
rial Tournament in Graham over this past weekend.

Photo/Alex Havardansky
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Comp DayStaff Development DaysNo School Bad Weather Days STAAR/EOC

BRECKENRIDGE ISD 

CALENDAR 2025-2026

East Elementary – 7:45 a.m. – 4 p.m.

South Elementary – 7:55 a.m. – 4:10 p.m.

Breckenridge Junior High School

7:45 a.m. – 4:15 p.m.

Breckenridge High School

7:45 a.m. – 4:15 p.m.

August 2025
1-4 Staff Dev. Days

5 First Day of School

September 2025
1 Labor Day 

19  Staff Dev. Day

November 2025
7 Staff Workday

24-28 Thanksgiving Holiday

December 2025
6 Staff Dev. Day

2-11 EOC Retakes

22-31 Winter Holiday

January 2026
1-2 Winter Holiday

8 Comp Day

23 Staff Workday

February 2026
20 Staff Dev. Day

March 2026
9-13 Spring Break

20 Staff Dev. Day 

April 2026
7-30 STAAR/EOC

May 2026
1 Staff Dev. Day

8/15 Bad Weather Days 

21 Last Day of School

22 BHS Graduation

 Staff Workday

25 Memorial Day

June 2026
16-26 STAAR/EOC Retakes

AUGUST 2025
S M T W TH F S

1 2

3 4 [5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31

SEPTEMBER 2025
S M T W TH F S

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18] 19 20

21 [22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30

NOVEMBER 2025
S M T W TH F S

1

2 [3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30

DECEMBER 2025
S M T W TH F S

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18] 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

JANUARY 2026
S M T W TH F S

1 2 3

4 [5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

FEBRUARY 2026
S M T W TH F S

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12] 13 14

15 [16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

OCTOBER 2025
S M T W TH F S

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30] 31

MARCH 2026
S M T W TH F S

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

APRIL 2026
S M T W TH F S

1 2] 3 4

5 [6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30

JUNE 2026
S M T W TH F S

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30

MAY 2026
S M T W TH F S

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21] 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31

1st Semester
Aug. 5 – Sept. 18 .............27 days

Sept. 22 – Oct. 30 ............25 days

Nov. 3 – Dec. 18 ..............25 days

Total ................................77 days

Student total ....... 155 days

Staff total ........... 169 days

2nd Semester
Jan. 5 – Feb. 12 ...............24 days

Feb. 16 – April 2 ..............25 days

April 6 – May 21 ..............29 days

Total ................................78 days

301 E. Walker St.
Breckenridge, TX 76424

254-559-2114

Appliances-Furniture-Mattresses

Have a great
school year!

2
9
9
9
9

30002

Highly Qualified Teachers • CACFP Food Program
Child Care Assistance Program

Texas Rising Star Provider

Serving Infants up to 12 Years

www.JuniorAcademyChildcare.com
110 N. Graham Avenue • Breckenridge, TX 76424

254-559-1234

Junior Buckaroo Academy
CHILD CARE CENTER

Morehart
Mortuary

of Breckenridge & Albany

Welcome back 
students!

1101 W. Walker Street

Breckenridge, TX 76424

254.559.5421 •morehartmortuary.net
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1703W. Walker St.

Breckenridge, TX 76424

254-559-2775
1703

76424

254 559 2775

3
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Welcome Back, 
Students!

We make dirt
look good!

3005 W. Walker Street
Breckenridge, TX 76424

254-559-7389
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