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A long-awaited new con-
cession stand will soon 
rise at Buckaroo Stadium, 
thanks to a partnership be-
tween Breckenridge FFA, 
the booster club and a local 
contractor. 

The Breckenridge ISD 
board unanimously ap-
proved the project during 
its meeting Monday, Sept. 
8, marking a milestone for 
community members who 
advocated for the upgrade 
over the past few years. 

Josh Patterson, of Rockin 
P Construction LLC, was in 
attendance to answer ques-
tions and share preliminary 
design details. Patterson 
presented the board with a 
design showing the stand’s 
placement on the southeast 
end of the stadium. 

“It’d be freestanding; the 
only thing that’d be at-
tached would be some 
fl ashing going up behind 
there to extend it,” Patter-

son said. 
It was clarifi ed that the fi -

nal design will feature green 
and white colors, not the 
red and black seen in the 

iron framing of the draft 
rendering. 

“It’s not going to be 
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Former Breckenridge 
Buckaroo football standout 
Jerry Lawson has offi cially 
suited up for the Universi-
ty of Louisville, continuing 
a remarkable football jour-
ney that began in a small 
town and unfolds on the na-
tional stage. 

After two seasons at 
Abilene Christian Universi-

ty following his graduation 
from Breckenridge High 
School in 2023, Lawson 
transferred to Louisville 
in December. He quickly 
earned a spot on the depth 
chart and was listed as sec-
ond-string defensive tackle 
behind Rene Konga on the 
offi cial depth chart ahead 
of the Cardinals’ opening 
matchup Saturday, Aug. 30 
against Eastern Kentucky. 

In that opening game, 

Lawson made his debut late 
in the fi rst half, recording a 
tackle assist with Louisville 
cruising to a 41-7 lead. In the 
Cardinals’ recent game Fri-
day, Sept. 5 against James 
Madison University, Law-
son tallied three total tack-
les (two solo), including 
a half tackle for loss and 
a shared sack–early signs 
that the former Buckaroo 

Former Breckenridge Buckaroo football standout Jerry Lawson has offi  cially suited up for the 
University of Louisville football team after he transferred there following two seasons at Abilene 
Christian University. 

Contributed photo

Jerry Lawson sees success 
for Louisville defense
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The curtain rises on 
a new season of live 
music at the Nation-
al Theatre this fall, as 
the Friends of Histor-
ic Breckenridge kick 
off their 2025-2026 Per-
formance Series with a 
soulful, genre-blending 
act: Reid Brothers. 

Set for Saturday, 
Sept. 20, the opening 
show features Aus-
tin-based singer-song-
writer Reid Umstattd, 
performing under the 
moniker “Reid Broth-
ers”-- a name steeped 
in family legacy. Bor-
rowed from his grand-
parents’ clothing store 
in Corinth, Mississippi, 
the title refl ects the art-

ist’s deep-rooted con-
nection to small-town 
grit and imaginative 
memory. 

“Reid Brothers rep-
resents family, adven-
ture, memories and 
mystery,” Umstattd 
shared in a past Face-
book post, describing 
the boutique as a child-
hood playground and 
a symbol of his grand-
parents’ hard work 
ethic. 

Umstattd’s musical 
journey spans alter-
native rock and Amer-
icana, with a vocal 
style that defi es easy 
categorization. Be-
fore launching his solo 
project, he co-founded 
the Austin-based rock 
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To stay in line with 
laws recently updated 
by the 89th Texas Leg-
islature, the Stephens 
County Commission-
ers Court recently ap-
proved an amendment 
to its law library bud-
get for the purchase of 
new materials. 

In total, 835 bills took 
effect Monday, Sept. 1 
and the county’s law li-
brary must stay up-to-
date on its information 
and source materials. 
The commissioner’s 
court approved the 
amendment Monday, 
Sept. 8.

“There are some up-

� e Stephens County Commissioners Court approved 
an amendment to its law library budget Monday, Sept. 
8 and was also informed by Stephens County Sheriff  
Kevin Roach that the Law Enforcement Center’s gen-
erator is in need of repairs.

Photo/Alex Kielar

Reid Brothers open 
concert series 
this weekend

County approves 
amendment to law 

library budget

See Series, Page 2

See County, Page 3

See Lawson, Page 2

See Stand, Page 3

BISD approves new concession 
stand for Buckaroo Stadium

Players, coaches and families grab watermelon following this 
year’s Watermelon Scrimmage at Buckaroo Stadium. � e Breck-
enridge ISD board approved the construction of a new conces-
sion stand at the southeast end of the stadium.

Photo/Alex Kielar
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Obituaries

Molly Fay Jones Cook
June 29, 1940 – Aug. 28, 2025

Molly Fay Jones Cook went home to be with our Lord August 28, 2025, in Sag-
inaw. Molly was born in Hamlin to A.A. ( Casey) and Hazel ( Hill) Jones, June 29, 
1940.

Molly married Paul Ray ( P.R. ) Cook, Feb. 25, 1957, in Anson. They were blessed 
with four daughters. Molly and Paul Ray owned and operated the MisFit shrimp 
boat for 10 years in Port Aransas. After retirement, she moved to Saginaw with 
Paula and Dianna. Molly is survived by her Daughters Vicky (Bill) Hitt of Breck-
enridge. Paula Cook and Dianna Cook of Saginaw. Molly was lovingly known as 
Mema to eight grandchildren and 10 great grandchildren. Molly was preceded 
in death by her husband P.R. Cook and daughter Carolyn Smith, her parents, four 
brothers and one sister.

A memorial service will be held at Leon River Cowboy Church in Olden on Sept. 
20 at 1p.m. Donations may be made the Alzheimer’s Association. 

Montie Rex Carey
Aug. 4, 1946 – Aug. 18, 2025

Montie Rex Carey, born Aug. 4, 1946, passed away 
Aug. 18, 2025, at the age of 79.

Rex was preceded in death by his beloved par-
ents, Vanno and Ada Carey; his sister Ann Costilow; 
his brother Dick Carey; and his brother-in-law Homer 
Hensley.

He is survived by his wife, Cathy Wiggins; his chil-
dren, Brian Carey, Amy Carey, and Emily Russell and 
husband John; his grandson, Ethan Dauphin; and his 

siblings: Jean Hensley, Kent Carey and wife Nancy, Betsy Pedigo and husband 
Bill, brother-in-law Jan Costilow; and numerous nieces and nephews.

Rex was born in Breckenridge, where his early years were marked by athletic 
excellence as a high school track star. He earned his undergraduate degree in 
Biology from North Texas State University, where he was also a proud member 
of Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity. He later completed a master’s degree from East 
Texas State University.

He began his professional life as a track coach at Sunset High School in Dallas. 
In 1974, Rex moved to Abilene, where he established Carey’s Marine, following 
in his father’s footsteps.

During the height of the Vietnam War, Rex served in the Army National Re-
serve, and he was also a proud Mason while living in Abilene.

Among his proudest personal achievements was running in the Boston Mar-
athon—a testament to his lifelong passion for athletics and his remarkable per-
severance.

Rex had a great sense of humor and was always the life of the party. His laugh-
ter was infectious, and he was also a gifted storyteller—able to captivate a room 
with tales that were as heartfelt as they were hilarious.

Rex lived a beautiful final chapter in Florida alongside his wife Cathy and their 
beloved dogs, Bella and Buster. He enjoyed playing golf, visiting the beach, and 
cherished time with Cathy, who brought boundless love and devotion to their 
life together. Their deep bond was a testament to true partnership, with Cathy’s 
loving spirit helping make his golden years truly golden.

A memorial service will be held Saturday, Sept. 20 at St. Peter’s by the Lake in 
Graford at noon, where friends and loved ones are invited to gather in celebra-
tion of Rex’s life. In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations be made to the 
Michael J. Fox Foundation, dedicated to eliminating Parkinson’s disease. 

After two special ses-
sions ended without 
lawmakers agreeing 
on how to regulate the 
state’s THC market, 
Gov. Greg Abbott is-
sued an executive or-
der restricting the use 
of products infused 
with the psychoactive 
cannabis compound to 
adults age 21 and old-
er, The Dallas Morning 
News reported.

The order goes into 
effect immediately and 
comes after Abbott ve-
toed an outright ban on 
THC products passed 
during the regular ses-
sion.

“Absent the kinds 
of regulations that ap-
ply to other psycho-
active substances that 
may safely be enjoyed 
by adults like alcohol 
and tobacco, minors 
have been allowed to 
purchase these prod-
ucts without any safe-
guards,” Abbott said in 
his order. “The Legisla-
ture did not pass any 
legislation concern-

ing consumable hemp 
products, not even a 
ban for minors, leav-
ing in place the status 
quo.”

Texas outlawed THC 
vapes effective Sept. 
1, but other products 
such as snacks, gum-
mies and drinks are 
still legally available 
for anyone 21 and old-
er. Since hemp prod-
ucts became legal in 
2019, more than 8,000 
retailers across the 
state are selling them.

Flea-borne typhus 
making comeback

Typhus is making 
a comeback in Texas, 

carried by fleas despite 
having almost been 
eradicated in previous 
decades, the Texas 
Standard reported. 

The state has report-
ed the most flea-borne 
typhus cases in the na-
tion, with more than 
6,700 cases recorded 
from 2008-2023. About 
70% of patients were 
hospitalized, and 14 
deaths attributed to 
typhus. 

One of the reasons 
for the increase in ty-
phus cases is climate 
change, with warm-
er conditions allow-
ing fleas to reproduce 
faster and spread the 
typhus bacteria. Symp-
toms include fever, 
headache, rash and 
cough, and in rare cas-
es more serious illness-
es if left untreated. Ty-
phus is successfully 
treated with antibiot-
ics.

State health officials 
emphasize pet flea con-

Abbott limits THC products 

to those 21 and older

Gary Borders

Capital Highlights

Series

Continued from Page 1

band Nelo. In 2018, he 
reached national audi-
ences as a contestant 

on season 14 of NBC’s 
The Voice, where he 
reached the top 24. 

Doors open at 6 p.m, 

with the performance 
beginning at 7 p.m. 
Tickets are $20 for 
adults and $10 for stu-
dents, available on-
line at friendsofhis-
toricbreckenridge.
org. Online sales will 
end at 3 p.m. the day 
of the show and tick-
ets will also be avail-
able for purchase at 
the box office based 
on availability.

This is the fourth 
year that the Nation-
al Theatre and the 
Friends of Historic 
Breckenridge is host-
ing the Performance 
Series. There are four 
more shows follow-
ing the Reid Bros., 
each on a Saturday– 3 
Fools on 3 Stools (Nov. 
8), Maggie Amini and 
Kevin Singleton (Dec. 
6), Bleu Edmonson 
(Feb. 14) and David 
Lewis (March 28). 

is finding his footing in 
the FBS ranks. 

Lawson was in at-
tendance at the Bucka-
roos’ game against the 
Cisco Loboes at Buck-
aroo Stadium Friday, 
Sept. 12, during his bye 

week. He stood on the 
Bucks’ sideline with 
the current players 
on his former team to 
cheer them on. 

The Cardinals are 
currently on a bye 
this week, but Lawson 
and Louisville will re-

turn to action Satur-
day, Sept. 20, against 
Bowling Green Univer-
sity, with kickoff set for 
11 a.m. The game will 
be broadcast on the 
ACC Network and also 
stream on the ESPN 
app. 

See Highlights, Page 5



 
www.breckenridgeamerican.com Page 3Wednesday, September 17, 2025

chunky and thick like 
that,” Patterson clari-
fied.

Board Member Paul 
Lippe credited Patter-
son with the work on 
the draft rendering and 
work he has done in 
the past. 

“That’s a heck of a 
job, I’ve seen a little bit 
of your work,” Lippe 
said. 

Following discus-
sion, a motion to ap-
prove the construction 
was made and second-
ed. 

With no opposition, 
the motion passed 
unanimously. 

The new concession 

stand is expected to en-
hance the game-day ex-
perience for students, 
families and fans, while 

reflecting the collabo-
rative spirit of Brecken-
ridge’s school and civic 
community.

Advertising Deadlines

Effective 10/1/2025

Breckenridge American

CLASSIFIED LINER ADS:
Saturday Edition of the Breckenridge American

4 p.m. Wednesday
(All Public Notices due by 3 p.m. Wednesday)

1108 W. Walker • Breckenridge, TX 764241108 W. Walker • Breckenridge, TX 76424

254-559-5412254-559-5412

www.breckenridgeamerican.comwww.breckenridgeamerican.com

DISPLAY (BOXED) ADS:
Saturday Edition of the Breckenridge American

4 p.m. Wednesday

We will be publishing on Saturdays!

y506 Southview • Graham, TX 76450 • 940-549-6182 •dandjpolaris.com
9:30 am - 5:00 pm Tuesday - Friday • 9:30 am - 3:00 pm Saturday

2
2
2
6
4

PolarisDD&&J’J’SS
Selling Fun
Since 1978

IF WE DON’T HAVE WHAT YOU WANT, 

WE’LL GET IT FOR YOU!

3
0
1
6
6

Students of the month

With a new school year under way, the first students of the month for the 
2025-2026 school year were honored at the Breckenridge ISD school board 
meeting Monday, Sept. 8. September students of the month were Audree 
McLane for East Elementary presented by Principal Shannon Deen, Gen-
try Diaz for South Elementary presented by Principal Patricia Gonzalez, 
Armani Ruiz for BJHS presented by Principal Laura Gibson and Carter 
Carrion for BHS presented by Principal Paul Armstrong. 

Photos/Alex Kielar

Audree McLane

Gentry Diaz

Armani Ruiz

Carter Carrion

dated statute books 
that the law library has 
the funds available for,” 
County Judge Michael 
Roach said. “It’s maybe 
not in this year’s bud-
get, but the law library 
has its own cash fund 
and September 1 a lot 
of these laws changed.”

Roach noted that 
there were significant 
changes in the family 
code and Country At-
torney Gary Trammel 
requested certain li-
brary books for the law 
library.

“These are the books 
that we would order to 
replace the old ones in 
there and they’re not 
last year’s books. Some 
of these things are five 
or 10 years old and they 

need updating,” Roach 
said. “We have LexisNe-
xis; we pay for a sub-
scription every year. 
We’re required by stat-
ute…to keep an updat-
ed law library. So we do 
that with a computer 
terminal and that qual-
ifies, but sometimes 
there are issues that 
these books are very 
helpful [for].”

While the commis-
sioners court didn’t 
budget for the pur-
chase of the books, 
they only had to amend 
the budget to transfer 
funds over from the 
law library, which had 
$21,962 in it according 
to County Treasurer 
Kelsey Cornwall, to al-
low for the purchase. 

County
Continued from Page 1

Josh Patterson of Rockin’ P Construction LLC shows 
the BISD school board a draft rendering on his phone 
of what the approved concession stand construction 
will look like at the southeast corner of Buckaroo Sta-
dium.

Photo/Alex Kielar

Stand
Continued from Page 1



 

OPINION
www.breckenridgeamerican.comPage 4 Wednesday, September 17, 2025

Breckenridge American (USPS 063-720/ISSN 2834-1082) is a publication of Palo Pinto Communications, LP and

is published every Wednesday by Palo Pinto Communications LP, 1108 W. Walker St., Breckenridge, Texas 76424.

www.breckenridgeamerican.com • Telephone (254) 559-5412

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Stephens Co. – $45.00/yr

Adjoining County – $55.00/yr

In-State – $65.00/yr

Outside of Texas – $84.00/yr

TEXAS PRESS 

ASSOCIATION

MEMBER 

2022

Breckenridge American and www.breckenridgeamerican.com as well as any reasonable derivative of these names, are trademarks of Palo Pinto Communications, LP and use of these trademarks without the 

express written consent of Palo Pinto Communications, LP is strictly prohibited. The entire contents of each issue of the Breckenridge American and www.breckenridgeamerican.com are protected under the 

Federal Copyright Act. Reproduction of any portion of any issue or any content within will not be permitted without the express permission of Palo Pinto Communications, LP.

Kylie Bailey, Publisher • kbailey@grahamleader.com

Alex Kielar • news@breckenridgeamerican.com

Kaci Funderburg • admgr@breckenridgeamerican.com

Tashia Christianson • circulation@grahamleader.com

ALL MATERIAL COPYRIGHT © 2024 BRECKENRIDGE AMERICAN AND PALO PINTO COMMUNICATIONS, LP 
Periodicals postage paid at Breckenridge, TX. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Breckenridge American, PO Box 871, Breckenridge, TX 76424-0871.

Breckenridge Breckenridge AmericanAmerican

If you wonder how 
open government laws 
affect you, think about 
these basics: The lo-
cal taxes we pay. The 
roads we drive on. 
Even, sometimes, mat-
ters of life and death.

Access to informa-
tion through public 
meetings and records 
helps us know about 
the decisions elected 
officials are making on 
our behalf. It allows 
us to ask questions, to 
speak out, to demand 
change.

After all, in our na-
tion, government be-
longs to us.

This summer’s dead-

ly Hill Country flood-
ing underscores the 
need for openness and 
accountability to en-
hance public safety. 
Questions have aris-
en about transparen-
cy surrounding evac-
uation plans, warning 
systems and building 
in floodplains since the 
tragedy that killed at 
least 138 people. Ques-
tions continue about 
government’s respons-
es to the catastrophe.

This subject will be 
explored at the Free-

dom of Information 
Foundation of Texas 
state conference Sept. 
26 in Austin, “We the 
People: Holding Gov-
ernment Accountable.” 
Other discussions will 
focus on transparency 
legislation at the state 
Capitol and effective 
use of the Texas Public 
Information Act. Mem-
bers of the public are 
welcome to register to 
attend the conference.

Jan Crawford of CBS 
News, the chief legal 
correspondent who 
reports on the U.S. Su-
preme Court, is the 
keynote speaker. Attor-
ney Bill Aleshire will re-
ceive the James Madi-
son Award honoring his 
open government and 
First Amendment work.

“Without transpar-
ency, the government 
is a petri dish for cor-
ruption and a reason 
for people to doubt 
the legitimacy of their 
government,” Aleshire 
rightly notes.

Aleshire represent-
ed citizens who chal-
lenged the Hays County 
Commissioners Court 
over a $439 million road 

My old Uncle Mort, 
easily East Texas’ most 
ancient denizen, never 
throws anything away. 
Stuff is  stored here and 
there, including such 
unlikely items as S&H 
Green Stamps, “in case 
they ever come  back,” 
he says. There also are 
“I Like Ike” buttons and 
newspaper clippings 
from the late 1800s.  A 
while back, he told me 
of a newspaper item 
about one of his late 
nephews who drove a 
tour bus  through Civil 
War battlefields, point-
ing out only the sites 
where the Rebels pre-
vailed. Finally, one lady  
on board--from Rhode 
I s l a n d - - i n t e r r u p t -
ed: “Didn’t the Union 
troops win any battles 
in the Civil War?”  “Not 
while I’m driving this 
bus they didn’t,” he 
fumed…

•••
Anyways, Mort re-

cently recalled a note 
received 40 years ago 
from yet another neph-
ew, this one still alive. 
Now 45, one Jon Benton 

Newbury wrote it when 
a five-year-old kinder-
gartner. Scrawled on a  
Big Chief tablet, it was 
to-the-point, its print in 
huge letters and sent in 
an envelope bearing a 
twenty two cent stamp. 

Crackling with laugh-
ter at almost every 
punctuation mark, 
Mort insisted on read-
ing it to me, and I’m  
glad he did! 

“Dear Uncle Mort: I 
have sat at this desk 
for almost a year, and 
am not sure I have 
learned very  much. 
Every day when I get 
home from school, my 
parents ask me what I 
had learned at school 

that  day. When enough 
was enough, I told ‘em 
the truth. The teacher 
told us to ‘line up and 
shut up, and we did.’” 

•••
Reckon that Jon Ben-

ton’s assessment of 
that day’s learning was 
precursor to mandates 
heard so  often today? 
They come from power 
brokers in Austin and 
Washington, D. C.  It is 
becoming increasingly 
and alarmingly obvious 
that decisions--minor 
and major--are being 
made  by a handful of 
major players, who ex-
pect the rest of us to 
“line up and shut up.”  
“Whatever happened 
to referendums to de-
termine what common 
people think about ma-
jor issues?”  Mort won-
ders. He has long be-
lieved in establishing 
term limits for office 
holders in both capi-
tals. The  way things are 
going, term limits are 
making more and more 
sense, even if highly un-
likely to ever  happen. 
An axiom commonly 

heard during the Amer-
ican Revolution is re-
called: “Taxation with-
out  representation is 
tyranny.” If they could 
see us now, they’d get 
a good look at what it’s 
like with representa-
tion… 

•••
My uncle  has a 

like-minded friend who 
lines up with him on 
many issues. His name 
is Mickey  Eddins, board 
chairman of Sulphur 
Springs’ M&F Western 
Accessories and wide-
ly known as a leader  
in the field. Recently 
at the 60th anniversa-
ry party of Cavender’s 
Western Wear, it was 
discovered that  Mick-
ey is the firm’s only liv-
ing original salesman/
distributor. 

In the early years, he 
traversed hundreds of 
thousands of miles in 
East Texas and Louisi-
ana selling  western ac-
cessories. 

He took great pride in 
discovering good eat-

See Newbury, Page 5

Open government impacts 
our lives in big ways

Dear Rusty: I will 
be 65 this year and 
my husband is 72 
(he retired in 2019 at 
age 66). I would like 
to retire and enjoy 
some time with him 
before he gets too 
much older. 

I do not want to 
have my benefits 
cut by retiring ear-
lier, but I don’t see 
a way to be able to 
do that. My benefit 
will be $1343 on my 
full retirement age 
(FRA). 

If I took half his 
retirement when he 
retired, it would be 
less than mine. If 
I take early retire-
ment and he pass-
es away before me, 
would I get his full 
benefit as his survi-
vor, or will it be cut? 
We are trying to fig-
ure it out. 

His current bene-
fit (before Medicare 
Part B) is $2978. 
It’s very confusing. 
Signed: Confused 
and Wondering 

Dear Confused: 
Whenever any So-
cial Security ben-
e f i t  i s  c la imed 
earlier than full re-
tirement age (FRA), 
the monthly amount 
is permanently re-
duced. If you were 
to retire at age 65, 
your Social Security 
benefit would be re-
duced by about 13% 
- in other words, if 
your FRA (age 67) 
amount is $1,343, 
at 65 you would get 
about $1164. And at 
age 66 you would 
get about $1,253 per 
month. 

W h e t h e r  y o u 
would be entitled 
to a “spousal boost” 
from your husband 
depends on how 
your FRA amount 
compares to 50% of 
his FRA entitlement. 
If your FRA amount 
is less than 50% of 
his FRA amount, 
then you would get a 
“spousal boost,” but 
the amount of that 
boost would also be 
reduced if you claim 
before your FRA. 

(Note: from the 
numbers you pro-
vided, you may be 
entitled to a spou-
sal boost and, if so, 
it would be applied 
by Social Security 
when you claim). 

Also, FYI, if you 

take SS before your 
FRA and are still 
working, Social Se-
curity has an annual 
earnings test which 
limits how much 
you can earn while 
collecting early ben-
efits. 

If you earn more 
than $23,400 in 2025, 
you will likely not get 
all of your month-
ly SS payments (SS 
will take away some 
monthly benefits if 
you exceed the earn-
ings limit). 

Of course, if you 
retire from work-
ing, this will not be 
a problem, because 
earnings before you 
claim SS won’t count 
toward the limit. 

When you claim 
your SS retirement 
benefit now will not 
affect your survivor 
benefit from your 
husband later. 

If your husband 
passes first, your 
benefit as a surviv-
ing spouse would 
be based on the 
amount your hus-
band was receiving 
at his death. 

But if you were 
to claim your wid-
ow’s benefit prior to 
your FRA, your sur-
vivor benefit would 
also be reduced (the 
amount of reduction 
depends on how 
much before your 
FRA you claim your 
survivor benefit). 

If you claim your 
widow’s benefit at 
or after you FRA, you 
will get 100% of the 
amount your hus-
band was receiving 
at his death (instead 
of your own smaller 
amount). 

It will only be re-
duced if you claim 
before your full re-
tirement age. 

•••
To submit a ques-

tion, visit  amac-
f o u n d a t i o n . o r g /
programs/social-se-
curity-advisor y or 
email ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org.

Russell Gloor

Social Security Matters

Ask Rusty:
I’d like to retire early, but don’t 

want my Social Security reduced

The Breckenridge American offers local readers an opportunity to share their 

opinions on community topics and issues of public importance. Mail or deliv-

er letters to the office at 114 E. Elm Street in Breckenridge, or e-mail letters to 

editor@breckenridgeamerican.com. The deadline is 5 p.m. Friday for the mid-

week edition. Letters that do not meet the deadline will not be printed in the 

paper. Letters must be submitted by the author/signee, and not by a third-par-

ty on behalf of the author/signee. Letters must contain the author’s first name, 

last name, complete address, and telephone number. Only the writer’s name 

and title of the letter, as appropriate, will be published with the letter. Names 

cannot be withheld. Letters from any candidate who is actively running for any 

political office will not be published. Writers may submit letters of up to 500 

words. Letters are not guaranteed to be published in the next edition, but every 

effort to do so will be made. Unverified letters and letters containing personal 

attacks the newspaper deems to be of a libelous nature will not be published. 

In any event, the newspaper reserves the sole discretion to decide whether or 

not a reader submission will be published. All letters and columns featured on 

the Opinion Page are the views of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the 

views of the Breckenridge American.

Kelley Shannon

FOIFT Director

Who’s in charge here…

Don Newbury

The Idle American

See Shannon, Page 5
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Breckenridge Devotional Page
ANGLICAN

St. Andrews Anglican Church

200 North Easton, 254-559-3172

Donald Sackett, Priest

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Christian Fellowship Church

810 E. Elm, 254-559-8436

Tom Moore, Min.

La Hermosa Assembly of God

909 Jeanette St., 254-559-7329

Raul Duran, Min.

BAPTIST

Bethany Baptist

1911 W. Walker, 254-559-5083

Don Bearden, Min.

Bethel Baptist

804 S. James, 254-559-2072

Clarence Holliman, Min.

Calvary Baptist

401 S. Camden, 254-559-7364

Dan Nelson, Min.

Crystal Falls Baptist

FM 578, Crystal Falls

Danny Lee, Min.

Eliasville Baptist

Eliasville

Wayne Peters, Min.

First Baptist Church

301 S. Rose, 254-559-2295

Andy Rodgers, Min.

First Baptist Church of Woodson

Woodson, Jeremy Smith, Min.

Gunsight Baptist

Hwy. 183 S., 254-559-1620

Rex Boggs, Min.

Mount Olive Baptist

518 S. Dunnigan, 254-559-2500

Gregory Morris, Sr., Min.

Necessity Baptist

7150 C.R. 144, Caddo, 254-559-6775,

John Kinman, Pastor

New Hope Baptist #3

FM 717, Ranger, 254-647-1515

Ronny Guess, Min.

Rose Avenue Baptist

702 N. Rose Ave., 817-724-4047

Russell Brock, Pastor

Trinity Baptist

36 CR 327, 254-559-7405

Pastor Herman (Butch) Hinkle, Jr.

BIBLE

Lord’s Old-Time Gospel

West Elliott, 254-559-8051

The Church of Breckenridge

405 Sunset, 254-559-9790

CATHOLIC

Sacred Heart Catholic

208 S. Miller, 254-559-2860

CHRISTIAN CHURCH

First Christian

101 E. Williams, 254-559-2744

First Christian of Woodson

Michael Patrick, Min.

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints

530 CR 179, Eastland, 435-640-6103

Doug Smith, Branch President

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

Christian Science

401 S. McAmis

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Central Church of Christ

Woodson

Royce Priddy, Min.

Church of Christ

1701 W. Elliott, 254-559-2558

Don Nelson, Min.

Church of Christ

1314 W. Jeanette, 254-559-5001

Albany Church of Christ

417 N. Main Street, 325-762-2078

Russell Scott, Minister

Eliasville Church of Christ

Eliasville – Norman Carpenter, Min.

CONTEMPORARY

Real Church

515 N. Graham Ave.; W.S. 10:30 a.m.

INTERDENOMINATIONAL

Victory Life Church

1612 Hwy. 180 E, 254-559-3600

Dr. Craig Smee, Lead Pastor

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS

Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses

202 FM 3099, 254-559-6830

LUTHERAN

Trinity Lutheran Church

Hwy. 180, Albany, 915-762-3227

Thomas Chandler, Min.

METHODIST

First Methodist Church

419 W. Walker, 254-559-8208

Samantha Chambers, Pastor

St. Paul United Methodist

1504 E. Elm, 254-559-3685

Samantha Chambers, Pastor

NONDENOMINATIONAL

Eolian Community Church

7162 CR 292, 254-559-3829

Genoa Goad, Min.

River of Life Fellowship

122 E. Lindsey, 254-522-8981

James Stewart, Min.

The Light of the World

600 N. Breckenridge Ave.

Inocencio Briones, Min.

The Ridge Cowboy Church @ Lakeside

108 CR 221, 325-370-7673

PENTECOSTAL

The Lighthouse

1509 E. Walker, 254-559-6077

Rev. Will Anderson

PRESBYTERIAN

First Presbyterian Church

1601 W. Elliott, 254-559-2484

Pastor Linda Buchanan Leveridge

This Devotional & Directory 

is made possible by these 

businesses who encourage all of 

us to attend worship services.

Want to support the 
church directory?

Call Kaci at 254-559-5412 

or email 

admgr@breckenridgeamerican.com

Breckenridge 

Auto Parts
“Complete line of auto & engine supplies”

1811 W. Walker • Breckenridge, TX 76424

254-559-8241 4437

Traditional Funerals, Cremations, Monuments, Pre-Planning

1.800.372.5421 � Obit Line: 254.559.OBIT
www.morehartmortuary.net

4457

Morehart Mortuary
of Breckenridge & Albany

4
4
6
0

211 CR151 • Breckenridge, TX 76424 • 1-800-722-8616

www.turnerseed.com

All Kinds of Native 

Grass Seed, Field Seed, 

Wildlife Seed, and 

Wildfl ower Seed

19926

PROUDLY SERVING BRECKENRIDGE SINCE 1965

254-559-3311 | meltonkitchens.com

1. Is the book of Ezra (KJV) in the Old or New Testament 
or neither?
2. From Daniel 4, who had the vision of a tree growing 
higher and higher until it could be seen by everyone? Si-
las, Josiah, Nebuchadnezzar, Solomon
3. Which book could be summarized, “God, why don’t 
you stop bad things from happening”? Habakkuk, 
Zephaniah, Haggai, Malachi
4. What hour mentioned in the Bible means the last pos-
sible moment something can be done? 1st, 3rd, 11th, 
12th
5. From Judges 6, where did Gideon encounter an angel? 
Prison, Oak tree, Temple, Well
6. What was Adam’s occupation in Eden? Preacher, 
Shepherd, Carpenter, Gardener

ANSWERS: 1) Old, 2) Nebuchadnezzar, 3) Habakkuk, 
4) 11th, 5) Oak tree, 6) Gardener

Have changes? 

Need something added? 

Email design@grahamleader.com.

WE  BUY 
Oil, Gas, & Mineral Rights
Both non-producing and producing 

including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

806.620.1422
LOBO MINERALS, LLC

PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408 • LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

NEED EXTRA CASH !!! ???

Travel Trai lers l 5th Wheels   
Goosenecks l Bumper Pulls  

In Any Area!!!  Any Condition!!!
Old/New !!!    Dirty or Clean !!!

I PAY CA$H    956-466-7001
No Title – No Problem – We Can Apply For One

ANR Enterprises

I BUY RVs & 

MOBILE HOMEs

bond election. The 
commissioners’ meet-
ing item ordering the 
election did not men-
tion the election was 
for road bonds, which 
roads were included 
or the amount of the 
proposed bonds. The 
Open Meetings Act 
lawsuit successfully 
contested the 2024 
election, with a judge 
striking down the pas-
sage of the bonds.

Another Aleshire 
lawsuit blocked the 
city of Austin from 
placing controversial 
charter amendments 
on an election ballot 
because of Open Meet-
ings Act violations.

In Corpus Christi, in-
vestigative reporting 
by KRIS-TV using gov-
ernment records dis-
closed the persistent 

problem of fatal wrong-
way driver crashes on 
the Harbor Bridge and 
highlighted solutions 
to save lives.

Other dangerous 
situations have been 
exposed thanks to 
access to public in-
formation – toxic air 
pollution in southeast 
Texas, for example, 
and the locations of 
deadly COVID-19 out-
break clusters in nurs-
ing homes during the 
pandemic.

Public records about 
law enforcement re-
sponses to mass shoot-
ings such as the one at 
Robb Elementary in 
Uvalde or records re-
lated to someone dy-
ing in police custody 
are supposed to be 
obtainable under the 
Texas Public Infor-
mation Act – not kept 

secret.
State lawmakers ap-

proved bipartisan leg-
islation in 2023 by Rep. 
Joe Moody of El Paso 
specifying that when 
someone dies in law 
enforcement custody 
those records are to 
be public. 

Under a previous 
loophole, some police 
departments withheld 
records from citizens 
because the arrested 
person – the one who 
died – had not gone to 
trial. That was a mis-
use of the law.

Whether it’s a police 
encounter, the spend-
ing of taxpayer mon-

ey, public health pol-
icy or something else 
important in life, open 
government laws are 
at the heart of keeping 
us informed.

Public information is 
for everyone. It’s how 
we, the people, stay in 
the know and work to 
improve our communi-
ties, our state and our 
nation.

•••
Shannon is executive 

director of the Freedom 
of Information Founda-
tion of Texas, a nonprof-
it that works to ensure 
government transpar-
ency and protect First 
Amendment rights.

ing places where locals 
dine…

•••
Now, years later, he 

and Linda--his wife of 
65 years--enjoy driving 
the back roads, mostly 
to ignite  memories and 
to see which “mom and 
pop” places remain in 
operation. 

A while back, they 
checked into a Lafay-
ette hotel--on Pinhook 
Street, alongside the 
Vermilion River.  They 
asked the desk clerk 
to suggest a good local 
place for a hearty break-
fast. “Go to T-Coon’s,” 
he  advised. (In French, 
this means “little rac-
coons.”)

•••
For three straight 

days, they loved eat-
ing there--repeatedly 
ordering typical break-
fast items, but  taking a 

particular shine to the 
grits. “Probably some 
Cajun recipe,” Mickey 
fi gured, his analytical  
mind spinning. 

He didn’t want his 
fi rst bike any more than 
he yearned for that 
grits recipe, but he fi g-
ured it might be  hard to 
come by. “Reckon the 
chef would share the 
grits recipe?” Mickey 
coyly asked the server,  
fl ashing a toothy smile. 

“I don’t know; I’ll 
check,” she answered. 
A few minutes later, she 
returned. “He said the 
recipe is  printed on the 
box of Quaker Instant 
Grits.”

•••
Dr. Newbury, a speak-

er in the Metroplex, may 
be reached at 817-447-
3872; email: newbury@
speakerdoc.com. Col-
umn audio version at 
www.speakerdoc.com.

Newbury
Continued from Page 4

Highlights
Continued from Page 2

Shannon
Continued from Page 4

CHECK US OUT ONLINE
www.breckenridgeamerican.com

trol, yard cleanup (re-
moving brush and 
outdoor food sources 
that attract rodents 
and opossums), and 
promptly seeking 
care for unexplained 
fever — especially 
after fl ea bites or ex-
posure to pets and 
wildlife. 

•••
Gary Borders is a 

veteran award-win-
ning Texas journal-
ist. He published a 
number of community 
newspapers in Texas 
during a 30-year span 
such as Cedar Park 
and Lufkin. Email: 
gborders@texaspress.
com.
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Proposition Number 1

(SJR 59)

SJR 59 proposes a constitutional 

amendment to establish two special 

funds in the state treasury to provide a 

dedicated source of funding for capital 

projects and equipment purchases related 

to educational programs offered by the 

Texas State Technical College (TSTC) 

System. The proposed amendment 

requires the Texas Comptroller of Public 

Accounts to manage the funds, including 

managing any investment activities 

related to the funds and making the funds 

available for use by the TSTC System. 

The proposed amendment authorizes the 

TSTC System Board of Regents to use 

amounts distributed by the Comptroller 

to the available fund to acquire land, 

construct and equip buildings and other 

permanent improvements, make major 

repairs and rehabilitations of buildings or 

other permanent improvements, acquire 

capital equipment, acquire library books 

and materials, make payment of the 

principal and interest due on any bonds 

or notes used to finance permanent 
improvements, or for any other purpose 

authorized by law. Under the proposed 

amendment, the TSTC System could not 

use the appropriated funds to construct, 

equip, repair, or rehabilitate buildings or 

other permanent improvements that are 

to be used for intercollegiate athletics or 

auxiliary enterprises. 

The proposed amendment will 

appear on the ballot as follows: “The 

constitutional amendment providing 

for the creation of the permanent 

technical institution infrastructure 

fund and the available workforce 

education fund to support the capital 

needs of educational programs offered 

by the Texas State Technical College 

System.”

Proposition Number 2

(SJR 18)

SJR 18 proposes a constitutional 

amendment to prohibit the legislature 

from imposing a tax on the realized or 

unrealized capital gains of an individual, 

family, estate, or trust. This prohibition 

would include a tax on the sale or 

transfer of a capital asset that is payable 

by an individual, family, estate, or trust 

selling or transferring the asset. The 

proposed amendment would not prohibit 

the imposition or change in the rate of 

an ad valorem tax on property; a sales 

tax on the sale of goods or services; or 

a use tax on the storage, use, or other 

consumption in this state of goods or 

services. 

The proposed amendment will 

appear on the ballot as follows: “The 

constitutional amendment prohibiting 

the imposition of a tax on the realized 

or unrealized capital gains of an 

individual, family, estate, or trust.”

Proposition Number 3

(SJR 5)

SJR 5 proposes a constitutional 

amendment to require the denial of bail 

pending trial for persons accused of 

certain criminal offenses. The proposed 

amendment would apply only to a 

person accused of committing one or 

more of the following offenses: murder; 

capital murder; aggravated assault if 

the person caused serious bodily injury 

to another, as defined by law, or the 
person used a firearm, club, knife, or 
explosive weapon, as those terms are 

defined by law, during the commission 
of the assault; aggravated kidnapping; 

aggravated robbery; aggravated 

sexual assault; indecency with a child; 

trafficking of persons; or continuous 
trafficking of persons. Under the 
proposed amendment, a person accused 

of one or more of these offenses must be 

denied bail pending trial if the attorney 

representing the state demonstrates by 

a preponderance of the evidence that 

the granting of bail is insufficient to 
reasonably prevent the person’s willful 
nonappearance in court; or the attorney 

representing the state demonstrates 

by clear and convincing evidence that 

the granting of bail is insufficient to 
reasonably ensure the safety of the 

community, law enforcement, and the 

victim of the alleged offense. A judge or 

magistrate who grants bail to a person 

accused of one or more of these offenses 

under the proposed amendment must set 

bail and impose conditions of release 

necessary only to reasonably prevent the 

person’s willful nonappearance in court 
and ensure the safety of the community, 

law enforcement, and the victim of the 

alleged offense. The judge or magistrate 

must also prepare a written order that 

includes findings of fact and a statement 
explaining the justification for the 
grant of bail. The proposed amendment 

specifies that it may not be construed to 
limit any right a person has under other 

law to contest a denial of bail or to contest 

the amount of bail set by a judge or 

magistrate or to require any testimonial 

evidence before a judge or magistrate 

makes a bail decision with respect to a 

person to whom the amendment applies. 

A judge or magistrate who determines 

whether a preponderance of the evidence 

or clear and convincing evidence exists 

under the proposed amendment shall 

consider the likelihood of the person’s 
willful nonappearance in court; the 

nature and circumstances of the alleged 

offense; the safety of the community, 

law enforcement, and the victim of the 

alleged offense; and the criminal history 

of the person. A person is entitled to 

be represented by counsel at a hearing 

described by the proposed amendment. 

The proposed amendment will 

appear on the ballot as follows: “The 

constitutional amendment requiring 

the denial of bail under certain 

circumstances to persons accused 

of certain offenses punishable as a 

felony.”

Proposition Number 4

(HJR 7)

HJR 7 proposes a constitutional 

amendment to dedicate a portion of the 

revenue derived from state sales and 

use taxes to the Texas water fund and 

to provide for the allocation and use of 

that revenue. The proposed amendment 

would authorize the legislature to 

allocate and transfer funds to accounts 

administered by the Texas Water 

Development Board. The proposed 

amendment also allows the legislature 

to suspend allocations of funds to these 

accounts during a state of disaster 

declared under Chapter 418 of the Texas 

Government Code. 

The proposed amendment will 

appear on the ballot as follows: “The 

constitutional amendment to dedicate 

a portion of the revenue derived from 

state sales and use taxes to the Texas 

water fund and to provide for the 

allocation and use of that revenue.”

Proposition Number 5

(HJR 99)

HJR 99 proposes a constitutional 

amendment to allow the legislature to 

exempt animal feed held by the owner 

for retail sale from ad valorem taxation. 

The proposed amendment would 

authorize the legislature to provide 

additional eligibility requirements for 

the exemption.

The proposed amendment will 

appear on the ballot as follows: “The 

constitutional amendment authorizing 

the legislature to exempt from ad 

valorem taxation tangible personal 

property consisting of animal feed 

held by the owner of the property for 

sale at retail.”

Proposition Number 6

(HJR 4)

HJR 4 proposes a constitutional 

amendment to prohibit the legislature 

from enacting a law that imposes an 

occupation tax on a registered securities 

market operator or a tax on a securities 

transaction conducted by a registered 

securities market operator. The proposed 

amendment would not prohibit the 

imposition of a general business tax 

measured by business activity, a tax 

on the production of minerals, a tax on 

insurance premiums, a sales and use 

tax on tangible personal property or 

services, or a fee based on the cost of 

processing or creating documents. The 

proposed amendment would also not 

prohibit a change in the rate of a tax in 

existence on January 1, 2026.

The proposed amendment will 

appear on the ballot as follows: “The 

constitutional amendment prohibiting 

the legislature from enacting a law 

imposing an occupation tax on certain 

entities that enter into transactions 

conveying securities or imposing a tax 

on certain securities transactions.”

Proposition Number 7

(HJR 133)

HJR 133 proposes a constitutional 

amendment to allow the legislature to 

give surviving spouses of United States 

armed services veterans a property 

tax exemption on their residence 

homestead. The proposed amendment 

would exempt all or part of the property 

tax on the spouse’s residence homestead 
if the veteran died from a condition or 

disease presumed under federal law to 

be service-related. The exemption would 

apply only to a surviving spouse who has 

not remarried since the veteran’s death.
The proposed amendment will 

appear on the ballot as follows: 

“The constitutional amendment 

authorizing the legislature to provide 

for an exemption from ad valorem 

taxation of all or part of the market 

value of the residence homestead of 

the surviving spouse of a veteran 

who died as a result of a condition or 

disease that is presumed under federal 

law to have been service-connected.”

Proposition Number 8

(HJR 2)

HJR 2 proposes a constitutional 

amendment to prohibit the legislature 

from imposing a state tax on a 

deceased individual’s estate because 
of the individual’s death, including an 
estate, inheritance, or death tax. The 

proposed amendment would prohibit 

the legislature from imposing a state tax 

on the transfer of an estate, inheritance, 

legacy, succession, or gift from an 

individual, family, estate, or trust, 

including generation-skipping transfers, 

if the tax was not in effect on January 

1, 2025. The proposed amendment 

would also prohibit the legislature from 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

Brief Explanatory Statements of Proposed Constitutional Amendments Special Election, November 4, 2025

(CONTINUED)
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Alex Kielar

news@breckenridgeamerican.com

The entire Buckaroo 
Stadium held its col-
lective breath as the 
ball took a big bounce 
up in the air on an on-
side kick attempt in the 
fourth quarter. When 

the ball came down af-
ter coming off the foot 
of Josiah Acosta, a Cis-
co Loboes player fell on 
it. The Loboes ran out 
the clock to close out 
the game as the Bucka-
roos fell just short, 18-
14 Friday, Sept. 12. 

The Bucks started 

the game with the ball 
after winning the coin 
toss and opting to re-
ceive. After getting into 
good field position on 
the return, the ball 
wasn’t moved much be-
fore the Loboes forced 
the Bucks to punt. 

Cisco got the ball at 
its own 45-yard line fol-
lowing the punt and 
took advantage of the 
good field position. 
The Bucks struggled 
to bring the ball carri-
ers down, allowing two 
straight first downs; 
that was followed by 
a roughing the passer 
penalty on Brecken-
ridge to move the ball 
even deeper into their 
end of the field. 

With a chance to 
come up with a stop, 
the Bucks allowed a 
third-down conversion 
with quarterback Col-
by McIlroy completing 

a pass to Carter Toof. 
A group of Bucks de-
fenders helped save a 
touchdown, tackling 
Toof within the five-
yard line and Cooper 
Wimberly slowing him 
down.

McIlroy then ran to 
the right side into the 
end zone for a two-
yard touchdown score, 
and following a missed 
extra point, the Bucks 
trailed 6-0. 

Tucker Baugh re-

turned the ensuing 
kickoff to the 33-yard 
line. Jaimie Cruz took 
the ball on a toss and 
ran it for strong yard-
age, and a face mask 
call on the defense 
moved the ball into Cis-
co territory. 

A few plays later, the 
Bucks had fourth down 
from the Cisco 20 and 
Juneau kept the ball in 
at quarterback and ran 
for the first down. 

On another fourth 

down from the nine, a 
toss to Cruz was sniffed 
out by the Loboes as 
they stuffed him behind 
the line. The turnover 
on downs occurred 
with less than 40 sec-
onds to go in the open-
ing quarter. 

The Loboes opened 
up the second quarter, 
moving the ball down 
the field as the Bucks 
were struggling to wrap 

Bucks fall short 
against Loboes

Buckaroos quarterback Cooper Wimberly throws a pass towards the end zone in 
the second half of an 18-14 loss Friday, Sept. 12 to the Cisco Loboes.

Photo/Alex Kielar

Canyon Shirley breaks up a pass in the back right 
corner of the end zone on fourth down as the Bucks 
came up with a big stop late in the first half to hold the 
score at 6-0 going into the locker room, Friday, Sept. 
12 against Cisco.

Photo/Alex Kielar See Bucks, Page 7
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increasing the tax rate or expanding the 

applicability to new parties of a transfer 

tax that was in effect on January 1, 2025. 

The proposed amendment would not 

prohibit the imposition or change in the 

rate or applicability of a general business 

tax measured by business activity; a tax 

on the production of minerals; a tax on 

the issuance of title insurance; a tax in 

existence on January 1, 2016; a tax on 

the transfer of a motor vehicle by gift; or 

an ad valorem tax on property.

The proposed amendment will 

appear on the ballot as follows: “The 

constitutional amendment to prohibit 

the legislature from imposing death 

taxes applicable to a decedent’s 

property or the transfer of an estate, 

inheritance, legacy, succession, or 

gift.”

Proposition Number 9

(HJR 1)

HJR 1 proposes a constitutional 

amendment to change the amount of 

tangible personal property held or used 

for the production of income that the 

legislature could exempt from property 

taxes to $125,000 rather than the 

minimum amount sufficient to recover 
the costs of property tax administration.

The proposed amendment will 

appear on the ballot as follows: 

“The constitutional amendment to 

authorize the legislature to exempt 

from ad valorem taxation a portion of 

the market value of tangible personal 

property a person owns that is held or 

used for the production of income.”

Proposition Number 10

(SJR 84)

SJR 84 proposes a constitutional 

amendment to allow the legislature 

to create a temporary property tax 

exemption for the appraised value of 

an improvement to a person’s residence 
homestead that is completely destroyed 

by a fire. The proposed amendment 
authorizes the legislature to prescribe 

the duration of the exemption and 

to establish additional eligibility 

requirements for the exemption.

The proposed amendment will 

appear on the ballot as follows: 

“The constitutional amendment to 

authorize the legislature to provide 

for a temporary exemption from ad 

valorem taxation of the appraised 

value of an improvement to a residence 

homestead that is completely 

destroyed by a fire.”

Proposition Number 11

(SJR 85)

SJR 85 proposes a constitutional 

amendment to authorize the legislature 

to increase the amount of the exemption 

from property taxation by a school 

district of the market value of the 

residence homestead of a person who is 

65 years of age or older or a person who 

is disabled from $10,000 to $60,000. 

The proposed amendment will 

appear on the ballot as follows: 

“The constitutional amendment 

authorizing the legislature to increase 

the amount of the exemption from ad 

valorem taxation by a school district 

of the market value of the residence 

homestead of a person who is elderly 

or disabled.”

Proposition Number 12

(SJR 27)

SJR 27 proposes a constitutional 

amendment to change the membership 

and procedures of the State Commission 

on Judicial Conduct (SCJC). The 

proposed amendment would: (1) change 

the membership of the SCJC so that it is 

composed of six judges appointed by the 

Texas Supreme Court and seven citizens 

appointed by the Governor who are at 

least 35 years old, with both groups of 

appointees requiring the consent of the 

Texas Senate to be confirmed; (2) restrict 
the SCJC’s power to issue a private 
reprimand (or impose a requirement that 

the person obtain additional training 

or education) to a person who has 

not previously been issued a private 

reprimand and in response to a complaint 

that does not allege criminal behavior; 

(3) require the SCJC to find that a 
person engaged in willful or persistent 

conduct that is clearly inconsistent with 

the proper performance of a judge’s 
duties, or determine that there is other 

good cause, before issuing a public 

admonition or punishment; (4) expand 

the SCJC’s power to order suspension 
without pay as punishment; (5) give 

the chief justice of the Texas Supreme 

Court the power to select the appellate-

court justices to serve on a tribunal to 

review the SCJC’s recommendation for 
the removal or retirement of a person 

from office, without any requirement 
that each court of appeals designate one 

of its members for consideration by the 

chief justice; and (6) direct the Texas 

Supreme Court and Governor to appoint 

SCJC members to initial terms of two, 

four, and six years starting on January 

1, 2026, with the succeeding terms to be 

six years, so that upon completion of the 

initial terms, the SCJC will be composed 

of members serving staggered six-year 

terms. 

The proposed amendment will 

appear on the ballot as follows: “The 

constitutional amendment regarding 

the membership of the State 

Commission on Judicial Conduct, the 

membership of the tribunal to review 

the commission’s recommendations, 

and the authority of the commission, 

the tribunal, and the Texas Supreme 

Court to more effectively sanction 

judges and justices for judicial 

misconduct.”

Proposition Number 13

(SJR 2)

SJR 2 proposes a constitutional 

amendment to increase the mandatory 

homestead exemption from property 

taxation for general elementary and 

secondary public school purposes from 

$100,000 to $140,000 of the market 

value of the residence. 

The proposed amendment will 

appear on the ballot as follows: 

“The constitutional amendment to 

increase the amount of the exemption 

of residence homesteads from ad 

valorem taxation by a school district 

from $100,000 to $140,000.”

Proposition Number 14

(SJR 3)

SJR 3 proposes a constitutional 

amendment to require the legislature 

to establish a new state agency, the 

Dementia Prevention and Research 

Institute of Texas (DPRIT). The 

proposed amendment would create the 

Dementia Prevention and Research Fund 

to be administered by DPRIT. Under the 

proposed amendment, DPRIT would 

be responsible for awarding financial 
grants for research on and the prevention 

and treatment of dementia, Alzheimer’s 
disease, Parkinson’s disease, and related 
disorders. The proposed amendment 

would also authorize the Texas 

Comptroller of Public Accounts to 

transfer $3 billion from the state general 

revenue fund to the Dementia Prevention 

and Research Fund. 

The proposed amendment will 

appear on the ballot as follows: “The 

constitutional amendment providing 

for the establishment of the Dementia 

Prevention and Research Institute 

of Texas, establishing the Dementia 

Prevention and Research Fund to 

provide money for research on and 

prevention and treatment of dementia, 

Alzheimer’s disease, Parkinson’s 

disease, and related disorders in this 

state, and transferring to that fund $3 

billion from state general revenue.”

Proposition Number 15

(SJR 34)

SJR 34 proposes a constitutional 

amendment to affirm that a parent has 
the responsibility to nurture and protect 

the parent’s child and the corresponding 
fundamental right to exercise care, 

custody, and control of the parent’s child, 
including the right to make decisions 

concerning the child’s upbringing.

The proposed amendment will 

appear on the ballot as follows: “The 

constitutional amendment affirming 
that parents are the primary decision 

makers for their children.”

Proposition Number 16

(SJR 37)

SJR 37 proposes a constitutional 

amendment to provide that only United 

States citizens are allowed to vote in 

Texas elections. 

The proposed amendment will 

appear on the ballot as follows: “The 

constitutional amendment clarifying 

that a voter must be a United States 

citizen.”

Proposition Number 17

(HJR 34)

HJR 34 proposes a constitutional 

amendment to allow the legislature 

to exempt from property taxation, 

in counties that border the United 

Mexican States, the portion of a real 

property’s assessed value that arose 
from the installation or construction 

of border security infrastructure and 

related improvements. The proposed 

amendment would authorize the 

legislature to define “border security 
infrastructure” and prescribe additional 

eligibility requirements for the 

exemption. 

The proposed amendment will 

appear on the ballot as follows: “The 

constitutional amendment to authorize 

the legislature to provide for an 

exemption from ad valorem taxation 

of the amount of the market value 

of real property located in a county 

that borders the United Mexican 

States that arises from the installation 

or construction on the property of 

border security infrastructure and 

related improvements.”
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up ball carriers. The 
defense stood tall de-
spite allowing a couple 
of first downs on quar-
terback runs down in-
side the red zone. 

A tackle for loss by 
Douglas White brought 
up a big 4th and goal. 
McIlroy looked to the 
end zone on the next 
play, but the pass in-
tended for Canon Har-
ris was broken up Can-
yon Shirley on a great 
defensive stop in the 
back right corner of 
the end zone. 

The Bucks were able 
to get out from under 
the shadow of their 
own end zone, leaning 
on Cruz once again for 
a first-down run to the 
18-yard line. Wimber-
ley kept it on back-to-
back plays, the first for 
nine yards and the sec-
ond for another first 
down. 

The clock ran down 
to the two-minute tim-
eout as the Bucks had 
the ball in Loboes ter-
ritory on a 2nd and 10. 
Following the timeout, 
a pass intended for 
Gunnar Pearce went 
off his fingertips to 
bring up 3rd down. An 
offsides penalty on Cis-
co made it 3rd and 5. 
Wimberly scrambled 
but was tackled behind 

the line for a loss. 
Following a Breck-

enridge timeout, the 
Bucks opted to punt 
and the Loboes took 
over from the 24-yard 
line. Cisco failed to 
move the ball much as 
the clock ran out on 
the half and the score 
remained 6-0. 

The Bucks had good 
coverage on the sec-
ond-half kickoff, limit-
ing the return to the 35. 
The Loboes completed 
a pass to get past mid-
field with under a min-
ute into the half.

Hudson Woodward 
deflected a pass to 
set a 3rd and 12, and 
then Zachary Beltran 
pushed McIlroy out of 
bounds short of the 
sticks on the next play. 

On 4th down, a pass 
intended for Adam 
Bennett fell incom-
plete as the Bucks took 
over on downs. 

Taking over from 
their own 43-yard line, 
Cruz was again leaned 
on for several tough 
runs on the drive. Af-
ter churning his legs 
for first-down runs, he 
was handed the ball 
at the 18-yard line and 
ran it right up the gut 
to the end zone for the 
first score of the game 
for the Bucks. 

“Cruz ran his rear 

off, quarterbacks ran 
with the football and 
took some absolute 
licks. I’m proud of 
that,” Head Coach Ca-
sey Pearce said. “We 
kept swinging.”

The extra point was 
good by Acosta and 
the Bucks, at the sev-
en-minute mark of the 
third quarter, took 
their first lead of the 
game and the season.

A big hit by Truett 
Trammel on the ensu-
ing kickoff forced the 
Loboes to start at the 
20-yard line. Despite 
the good coverage on 
the kickoff, the Bucks 
still allowed Cisco to 
drive the length of the 
field. A big catch and 
run by Harris got the 
ball inside the five, 
with Trammel record-
ing a touchdown-sav-
ing tackle. 

The Loboes then ran 
right up the gut on the 
next play for the touch-
down. With 5:37 to go 
in the third quarter, the 
Bucks trailed, 12-7. 

The third quarter 
ended with Wimberly 
scrambling to the 20 
and the fourth quar-
ter opened with him 
scrambling again but 
falling well short of the 
end zone. 

After the Loboes 
took over, another 

penalty was called 
against the Bucks – an 
unsportsmanlike con-
duct penalty and the 
fourth in a row called 
on the home team. 

Woodward rolled 
left from the 9-yard 
line and targeted Cam-
eron David who came 
down with the catch 
in the end zone for the 
touchdown. 

The point after at-
tempt was good by 
Acosta and the deficit 
was down to 18-14. 

The onside kick at-
tempt went the Lo-
boes’ way and they 
were able to kneel a 
few times to run the 
clock out, as the Bucks 
only had one timeout 
left. 

The Bucks are going 
into homecoming and 
will host Eastland at 
Buckaroo Stadium on 
Friday, Sept. 19. 

“We’ve got another 
shot [to win] next win 
in front of this crowd. 
We better come back 
and represent them. 
Because that was a 
representation of this 
community,” Coach 
Pearce said. “...It’s an-
other week of improve-
ment. Everything that 
we’re doing, we’re get-
ting better. We need 
to catch some kind of 
break.”

Bucks

Continued from Page 6

Alex Kielar

news@breckenridgeamerican.com

For their fourth and fi-
nal invitational meet of 
the season, the Breck-
enridge cross country 
teams traveled to the 
Lipan Indian 18th An-
nual Invitational. 

The Bucks came 
out of the meet held 
Wednesday, Sept. 10 as 
runners-up, while the 
Lady Bucks finished in 
fifth place. 

The Bucks had a 
score of 92 points, with 
three runners in the top 
20 and were only be-
hind Brock who had a 
score of 73 points. 

They were four points 
ahead of fourth-place 
Garner with 96 points. 
Andrew White contin-
ued his strong start to 
the year with a top-five 
finish. 

The Lady Bucks, with 
a score of 142 points, 
were behind Peast-
er (136), Santo (131), 
Brock (52) and Hamil-
ton (41). 

Sixth-place Poolville 
was behind them with 
171 points. 

The cross country 

teams will travel to 
Dublin two weeks in a 
row, first for the Dub-
lin FCA meet Wednes-
day, Sept. 17 and then 
for the Dublin Dash 
Wednesday, Sept. 24. 

Bucks 5k individual  
results

5. Andrew White, 
17:55.54

7. Gabriel Garcia, 
18:17.00

13. Bodie Skiles, 
18:46.07

22. Agustin Byrd, 
19:12.06

49. Logan Thompson, 
20:18.93

55. Landon Elting, 
20:38.36

76. Malaki Smith, 
21:29.01

Lady Bucks 3.2k 
individual results

23. Sayler Townson, 
13:45.34

34. Maylea Townson, 
14:05.63

35. Miley Ramirez, 
14:08.76

39. Lizandra Rubio, 
14:17.23

42.  Abbi  Duran, 
14:35.66

53. Elli Duran, 15:06.61
60. Abby Nye, 15:27.46

Bucks finish second, 
Lady Bucks fifth at 
Lipan Invitational



 

CLASSIFIEDS
Line Ad Rate:

$15 for 15 words or less

Over 15 words, 50¢ a word

Line Ad Deadlines

9:00 am Monday
(Classifi ed line ad: an ad that
runs with only words, no box)

Breckenridge American 254-559-5412

GET IT SOLD with a Classifi ed Ad

breckenridgeamerican.com/classifi eds   •   classifi ed@grahamleader.com

EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

Every housing advertisement published in the Breckenridge American is subject to all provisions of the Federal Fair Housing Act.

510 HELP WANTED

Net a new job

- hook, line & sinker

with the

Classifi eds.

BreckenridgeAmerican.com

Fishing for

a New

Career?

Errors & Adjustments: Please check your ad the fi rst day that it 

runs to see that all of the information is correct. This will ensure that 

your ad is exactly what you want readers to see. Call us at 254-559-

5412 the fi rst day if you fi nd an error. We must limit our fi nancial 

responsibilities, if any, to the charge for the space and cannot be 

responsible for incorrect ads after the fi rst day of publication.
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CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS!

CALL US AT 254-559-5412 TODAY!

Breckenridge American
All Breckenridge – All the Time
www.breckenridgeamerican.com

Subscribe today!

SELECTSELECT
from the bestfrom the best

local jobslocal jobs

SELECT
from the best

local jobs

BreckenridgeAmerican.com

650 FOR SALE – FARM & RANCH

LEGACY RANCHES • RAW LAND INVESTMENTS

GRAZING LAND • HUNTING RANCHES

WWW.CFRLAND.COM  |  940.549.7700

801 ELM STREET, GRAHAM, TEXAS 76450
15625

TexSCAN Week of 
Sept. 14-20, 2025

AUCTION

Houston Funplex goes to auction Sept. 24 & 
25. Massive online auction. Rides, arcade games, 
bowling, restaurant, bar and much more.  Bid now at 
AMCBid.com.

CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans feature 
unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For 
more information, call 1-855-493-3803.

ENERGY

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

No more cleaning out gutters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter 
is backed by a no-clog guarantee and lifetime 
transferrable warranty. Call today 1-833-460-3020 to 
schedule a FREE inspection and no obligation estimate. 
Plus get 75% off installation and a bonus $250 discount! 
Limited time only. Restrictions apply, see representative 
for warranty and offer details.

MEDICAL

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

MOBILE ADVERTISING

AdMessenger offers simple mobile ad solutions 
for publishers. With customizable scrolling text, 
zero production costs, and 5x more engagement 
than standard mobile banner ads, visit https://www.
admessenger.io/ to start tapping into this powerful 
revenue stream today!

OIL & GAS

We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for 
an offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WANTED

Need Extra Cash  — I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001! 

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network

184 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

170 FEED, SEED & GRAIN

4x5 round bales for sale, 
$85. Located on Finis 
Road. Send a text to 
Steve at 940-550-4927.

MAINTENANCE CLERK
Full-time position for multi-restaurant group.

Need self-starter with good organizational skills, mechanically 

minded for parts and equipment ordering, invoicing, and 

inventory in Excel spreadsheets. Work directly with maintenance 

supervisor on orders, invoice coding and project follow up.

Monday-Friday 8AM-5PM 

Paid Holidays, PTO, Medical, dental, and vision are available.

APPLY ONLINE: www.richesondq.com
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Show

& Sell

Browse& Buy

To Place Your Ad:
254-559-5412

admgr@breckenridgeamerican.com

Run Your Show & Sell Ad*
for as Little as $14.95!

*Show & Sell pricing not available for real property ads (homes, mobile homes, etc.).

Up to 20 words, 50¢ per additional word. Only one item per ad.

To Subscribe:
254-559-5412
circulation@grahamleader.com
Get Free Unlimited Online Access
With Your Home Delivery Subscription!

Breckenridge American Classifi eds
make it easy to connect with local 

buyers and sellers – in print and online!
WWW.BRECKENRIDGEAMERICAN.COM • 254-559-5412

DON’T DON’T 
FORGET!FORGET!

Classifi edClassifi ed

Ads areAds are

FREE FREE ONLINEONLINE!!
Place your ad

today & get

double exposure!

Call us Call us today attoday at

254-559-5412254-559-5412

BOOKKEEPER
We are searching for a hands-on, part-time 

Bookkeeper for our three newspapers, 

The Graham Leader, Breckenridge American 

and Jacksboro Herald-Gazette. 

Responsible for billing, accounts receivable 

and collections, as well as other duties. 

Requires at least two years of experience, 

knowledge of QuickBooks a plus.

If you are detail-oriented, deadline-driven 

and enthusiastic, we want to speak 

with you!

Please send your resumé to

publisher@grahamleader.com or stop by

The Graham Leader at 620 Oak St. in Graham

to fill out an application.

Equal Opportunity Employer

700 FOR RENT - APARTMENTS

CONQUISTADOR
APARTMENTS

1101 West Elliott • Breckenridge, TX 76424

254-559-6792

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS

On-Site Laundry • Close to Schools • Quality Affordable

SECTION 8 HOUSING AVAILABLE
— HANDICAP UNIT AVAILABLE —

— COME CHECK US OUT —

TDD# 800-735-2989

This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider/Employer EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

4653

VACANC
IES VACANCIES

Classifi eds

Get Results!

Call us at

254-559-5412!



 

NEED A

JOB?

NEED

EMPLOYEES? 

The Classifieds bring
together job seekers

 and potential 
employers every day. 

Breckenridge

American
C L A S S I F I E D S 

Featuring new listings
every Wednesday! 

254-559-5412 
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POPEYE by Randy Milholland

ENTERTAINMENT

THE SPATS by Jeff Pickering     

OUT ON A LIMB by Gary Kopervas

Look for answers in the Classifieds.

Midweek

Edition

Crossword

Place your Place your 

ad today!ad today!
Call us atCall us at

254-559-5412254-559-5412

800 PUBLIC/LEGAL NOTICES

24629

Keep Public Notices 

in Newspapers

www.newsmediaalliance.org

Some officials want to move notices from 

newspapers to government-run websites, 

where they may not be easily found.

This is like putting the fox in 

charge of the hen house.

When public notices

reach the public, 

everyone benefits.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR 
BIDS TO SELL A 2022 
LAND PRIDE BATWING 
CUTTER
The Stephens County, 
Texas Commissioner’s 
Court will be accepting 
sealed bids for the sale 
of a 2022 Land Pride 
Batwing Cutter Model 
No .  RCM3715 .  B i d 
specifications may be 
picked up at the office 
of the Commissioner’s 
Court, Stephens County 

Courthouse, 200 West 
Walker ,  Room 115, 
Breckenridge, TX 76424. 
Specifications will be 
mailed upon request by 
calling 254-559-2371. 
Bids will be accepted 
unt i l  10:00 a.  m. on 
Monday, September 22, 
2025, at which time 
bids will be considered 
by the Commissioner’s 
Court during their regular 
meeting. Faxed bids will 
not be accepted. Any bid 
may be withdrawn before 
the scheduled time. Any 
bid received after the 
stated deadl ine wi l l 
be returned unopened. 
Stephens County, Texas, 
reserves the right to 
accept or reject any and 
all bids or to accept the 
bid or bids that appear to 
best serve the interests 
of Stephens County, TX.
STEPHENS COUNTY 
C O M M I S S I O N E R S 
COURT
By: /s/ Michael C. Roach

Michae l  C .  Roach , 
County Judge

CITY OF BRECKENRIDGE
NOT ICE  OF  PUBL IC 
HEARINGS
Pursuant to Section 22-4-
(B)(3) of the Breckenridge 
Code of Ordinances, 
the Planning & Zoning 
Commission will hold a 
public hearing on:
DATE: Monday, October 
6, 2025
TIME: 5:30 PM 
PLACE: City Commission 
Chambers, 105 N. Rose 
Ave.
Pursuant to Section 22-4-
(B)(5) of the Breckenridge 
Code of Ordinances, the 
City Commission will hold 

a public hearing on:
DATE: Tuesday, October 
14, 2025
TIME: 5:30 PM
PLACE: City Commission 
Chambers, 105 N. Rose 
Ave.
The public hearings will be 
to consider:
(1) The property owner 
of 1300 W. Jeanette 
request a Specific Use 
Permit at this location for 
the placement of a tiny 
house. This lot is zoned 
R4 - General Dwelling 
District.
(2) The property owner 
of 120 W. Elm request 
to replat this lot into two 
lots.
(3) The property owner of 
300 E. Walker request 
to replat this lot into two 
lots.
Any and a l l  persons 
interested in the above 
referenced i tem may 
at tend such hear ing 
and wi l l  be given an 
opportunity to be heard.
By: /s/ Cynthia Northrop
Cynthia Northrop
City Manager
City of Breckenridge, 
Texas

NOT ICE  OF  PUBL IC 
HEARING
THE STEPHENS COUNTY 
COMMISSIONER’S COURT 
WILL HOLD A PUBLIC 
HEARING TO DISCUSS 
THE PROPOSED BUDGET 
FOR  THE  COUNTY ’S 
F ISCAL  YEAR 2026. 
THE HEARING WILL BE 
HELD AT THE STEPHENS 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 
2ND FLOOR, DISTRICT 
COURTROOM.
DATE: SEPTEMBER 22, 
2025
TIME: 10:00 AM
ALL  RES IDENTS  OF 
STEPHENS COUNTY ARE 
WELCOME TO ATTEND 
AND PARTICIPATE.
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Boots & Roots
BHS Homecoming 2025

Breckenridge Buckaroos vs. Eastland Mavericks

Breckenridge High School 
2025 Homecoming Court

Senior Court
Shaley Cone • Reyse Hash

Aubrey Diaz • Joseph Juneau

Bianca Gotschall • Glen Thibodeaux

Reagan Robinson • Andrew White

Emma Walker • Douglas White

Junior Princess & Prince
Melissa Palacios • Gunnar Pearce

Sophomore Princess & Prince
Paisley Herring • Cooper Wimberley

Freshman Princess & Prince
Brenda Palacios • Gerardo Flores

 Your one-stop source for

native & improved

grasses, wildlife,

wildflower & field seed.
211 County Rd. 151

Breckenridge, TX 76424

1-800-722-8616

www.turnerseed.com
30213

Good to see you,  Buckaroo Ex's!

3
0
2
1
2

301 E. Walker St.

Breckenridge, TX 76424

254-559-2114
APPLIANCES • FURNITURE 

MATTRESSES

Good luck 
Buckaroos!
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Morehart
Mortuary

of Breckenridge & Albany

Go Bucks!Go Bucks!

1101 W. Walker | Breckenridge, TX 76424
254.559.5421 | Toll Free: 1.800.372.5421

www.morehartmortuary.net

2025 HOMECOMING SCHEDULE
Friday, Sept. 19

Noon – Pep Rally

6:30pm – 2025 Homecoming 
Court Presentation

7pm – Bucks vs Mavericks

Wednesday, Sept. 17
7pm – Parade Begins

Bonfire/Pep Rally begins 
immediately following parade 

at baseball fields.


