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Spencer sentenced
in federal court

Staff Report
news@breckenridgeamerican.com

Jacob Wayne Spencer,
the Breckenridge man ac-
cused of hiring a man to
kill his stepfather, was
sentenced in federal court
Tuesday.

Spencer, 45, accepted a
plea deal for possessing a
firearm with an obliterat-
ed serial number, one of
two charges he was indict-
ed for May 22. While also
being indicted for posses-
sion of an unregistered
and unserialized firearm,
he only pleaded guilty to
the single charge.

A federal judge in Lub-
bock sentenced Spencer
to 60 months incarcera-
tion at a federal correc-
tional institution in Sea-
goville. The sentence will
run consecutively to any
sentence imposed in the
Stephens County case.

Stephens County Sher-
iff’s Office arrested Spen-
cer, after he allegedly
hired a man, later identi-
fied as Walter Tarver, to
kill his stepfather, Jay Mar-
com, in exchange for cash.

Following an April 23

BISD works
towards
compliance on

seatbelt law
Board approves purchase

of two small buses

Alex Kielar
news@breckenridgeamerican.com

Anew state law is in place
that requires all school bus-
es in Texas to be equipped
with three-point lap and
shoulder seatbelts, regard-
less of production year.
Breckenridge ISD has begun
the process of getting into
compliance with the law.

Through Senate Bill 546,
Texas school districts must
either retrofit their current
buses with seatbelts, get rid
of them and get new buses
or declare thatit’s notinthe
budget to be able to do it.

That’s according to Jer-
emy West, the district’s di-
rector of district services,
who is heading up the work
on the buses. West pre-
sented to the BISD school

See Seatbelt, Page 2

The federal courthouse in Lubbock. Jacob Spencer, of Breck-
enridge, who is accused of orchestrating a murder-for-hire
plot targeting his stepfather, was sentenced this week in Lub-
bock on a federal gun charge.

tip and interviews with
Tarver, agents executed
a search warrant at Spen-
cer’s home May 2, where
they located a safe. In-
cluded in the safe was
over $13,000 in cash and

Contributed photo

a Smith & Wesson 9-milli-
meter pistol with the seri-
alnumber obliterated, and
homemade silencers.

As part of the judgment,

See Spencer, Page 3
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Breckenridge City Manager Cynthia Northrop speaks during
the latest city commission meeting Tuesday, Oct. 14 in which
the construction contract for the first phase of the wastewater

treatment plant improvement project was awarded.
Photo/Alex Kielar

City awards hid for
wastewater treatment
plant improvements

Alex Kielar
news@breckenridgeamerican.com

The city of Breckenridge
has awarded its construc-
tion contract bid for the
first phase of its wastewater
treatment plant improve-

Visiting local heroes

Kindergarten students from East Elementary School took a trip Thursday, Oct. 9 to the
Breckenridge Fire Department. Students learned about fire safety through demonstra-
tions from local firefighters.

Weekly Local Forecast
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Saturday, Oct. 18
High 94 | Low 56
Precipitation 17%

Wednesday, Oct. 22
High 83 | Low 57
Precipitation 4%

Sunday, Oct. 19
High 81 | Low 62
Precipitation 2%

Thursday, Oct. 23
High 81 | Low 56
Precipitation 14%

Monday, Oct. 20
High 97 | Low 61
Precipitation 1%

Friday, Oct. 24
High 81 | Low 59
Precipitation 16%

Hubbard Creek
At capacity: 1,183.00
Current: 1,169.93

Tuesday, Oct. 21
High 80 | Low 53
Precipitation 5%
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ments utilizing funds from
the Cleanwater State Re-
volving Fund.

The contract was award-
ed to Purcell Contracting,
LLC from Meridian, out of
six bid submissions. The
proposals were opened
Thursday, Aug. 28 and a
scoring committee com-
posed of city staff reviewed
them per the Competitive-
ly Sealed Proposal (CSP)
criteria.

City engineers then re-
viewed the score sheet and
recommended the contract
to be awarded to Purcell
Contracting in the amount
of $696,150.

This recommendation

See Bids, Page 3

County
extends
burn ban

Alex Kielar
news@breckenridgeamerican.com

The Stephens County
burn ban has been ex-
tended an additional 90
days from the date it was
originally set to expire, as
drought conditions have
reached high levels.

The burn ban was first
enacted beginning Mon-
day, July 21 during a spe-
cial meeting of the Stephens
County Commissioners
Court. With the initial ban
set to expire Tuesday, Oct.
21, the court approved the
90-day extension recom-
mended by Breckenridge
Fire Chief and Stephens
County Fire Marshal Mal-
colm Bufkin.

The drought conditions

See Ban, Page 3
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Obituaries

Victor Lee Verett
July 15, 1952 — October 9, 2025

Victor Lee Verett “Vic,” age 73, passed away peace-
fully at home in Abilene on Oct. 9, 2025, after a long
battle with Parkinson’s disease.

Vic was born July 15, 1952, in Crosbyton, to C. A.
and Millie Verett. Vic grew up in Crosbyton and grad-
uated from Crosbyton High School as valedictorian
and Mr. CHS in 1970. He attended Abilene Christian
University and graduated magna cum laude in 1974
with a degree in accounting.

In May of 1974, Vic married the love of his life, Charlotte Holland, in a simple
home ceremony. As newlyweds, they lived in San Antonio where Vic was em-
ployed as assistant vice president of accounting at First National Bank of San An-
tonio. They moved to Cisco, in 1976 where Vic bought an accounting practice that
began his 40-plus year career as a self-employed CPA. Vic expanded his practice
to Breckenridge, where they lived for 25 years, raised their three daughters, and
made cherished lifelong friends. While living in Breckenridge, Vic served as a dea-
con and then as an elder at the Elliott Street Church of Christ. In 2006, Vic and
Charlotte moved to Abilene where Vic continued to work in his CPA practice un-
til forced into retirement by Parkinson’s disease. Vic and Charlotte celebrated 51
years of marriage in May of this year.

At a young age, Vic enjoyed playing sports, particularly baseball. His love of
sports and staying active continued as an adult, even into his later years. Playing
golf with his brother became his favorite thing to do after tax season each year.
Vic was a loving father to his three girls, a faithful friend to many, and an overall
“good man!

Preceding Vic in death were his parents and several cousins. Survivors include
his wife, daughters Jennifer (Nathan) Headrick of Tuscola, Cara (Warner) Phelps

of Conroe, and Amy (Brandon) Booker of Richard-
son, and five grandchildren: Hagan Headrick, Delton
Phelps, and Sloane, Nora and Zane Booker. He is also
survived by his brother Kendall Verett of Scottsdale,
Arizona, and numerous loving cousins, in-laws and
friends.

The family would like to thank all of his wonderful
caregivers from over the past couple of years: Maggie,
Justice, Marco, Imagen, Carmen, and Amanda.

A memorial service will be held at 2 p.m. Saturday,
Oct. 18, at Hillcrest Church of Christ in Abilene.

Memorials may be made to Hendrick Hospice Care,
Christian Service Center, or the Faith, Family, Future
capital campaign at Hillcrest Church of Christ.
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Seatbelt

City approves replats of current,

potential future home of BFD

Alex Kielar
news@breckenridgeamerican.com

The Breckenridge
City Commission has
approved a pair of
items concerning the
Breckenridge Fire De-
partment’s current
location and a poten-
tial future new fire
station.

During their meet-
ing Tuesday, Oct. 14,
the commission con-
ducted three public
hearings regarding
matters of the city’s
code of ordinances.
The most substan-
tial matter was the
approval of replating
the property where
the Breckenridge Fire
Department current-
ly resides.

The fire depart-
ment property locat-
ed at 120 West Elm,

Breckenridge Fire Chief Malcolm Bufkin speaks to
the Breckenridge City Commission at their meet-
ing Tuesday, Oct. 14 in which they approved replats
of the current and potential future home of the
Breckenridge Fire Department.

legally described as
“Original Addition,
Block 4, Lot SW/4 &
NW/4,” includes the
old fire station on the
southwest part of the
lot, a truck bay on the
southeast side and

Photo/Alex Kielar

temporary housing
trailer on the north-
west side.

Following a recom-
mendation from the
Planning and Zon-

See BFD, Page 3

Continued from Page 1

board Monday, Oct.
13 about the bus sit-
uation.

West said that the
cost to retrofit bus-
es with seatbelts is
about $30,000 per
bus, as they would
have to physically
take the seats out and
replace them in order
to put the seatbeltsin.

This bill expands
upon the 2017 re-
quirement which
only applied to bus-
es manufactured in
2018 or later and al-
lowed exemptions
based on district bud-
gets. School districts
are able to apply for
exemptions if costs
are prohibitive ac-
cording to the bill,
but must report to
the Texas Education
Agency (TEA) before
the 2025-26 school
year ends.

“TEA wants the re-
port by this school
year because then, of
course, they are going
to take all those num-
bers from the state

and kind of see what
that looks like,”West
said. “Then possi-
bly decide that they
want to provide some
funding...So it’s a lit-
tle bit of a hurry up
and wait, but we've
got to decide some-
thing by the end of
this school year and
declare which route
we want to go.”

West added that
districts then have
until September 1,
2029 to get in full com-
pliance with the bill.
The bill states that
TEA must collect all
district data by Janu-
ary 1, 2027, then cal-
culate statewide seat-
belt retrofit costs and
report findings to leg-
islative leaders.

“I've talked to the
board previously
in closed session...
we're behind sched-
ule on buses. We
know that; we’ve got
to get up to speed,”
West said. “...If we
stay on schedule, our
bus fleet is 20. The
recommendation is to

age buses out after 10
years.”

The school board
approved the pur-
chase of two small
buses for the total
cost of $112,248,
which West said is in
the budget as part of
getting on schedule.

“If we can stay at
that number...if we
start this year and we
buy two buses until
2029, we're going to
have 10 new buses,”
West said.

While seatbelts
must be implement-
ed per the law, there
is nothing in the bill
that requires them to
buckle students in.

“That’s never been
a recommendation
on a school bus. I've
been driving bus-
es since 1997 and
they’ve never had
seatbelts; they're
not recommended to
have seatbelts,” West
said. “Now we have
to have razor blades/
cutters to be able to
cut kids out of seat-
belts, because they

don’t compartmen-
talize seats. They're
not meant to have
seatbelts.”

West added that
in Stephens County
it’s more likely that
a bus catches on fire
than it is for the bus
to hit something big
enough to jar a kid out
of a bus seat.

“Having a bunch of
kids strapped in the
seatbelts on aburning
bus would be bad,”
West said.

The bill sponsored
by Sen. Jose Menen-
dez is a direct re-
sponse to a fatal 2024
crash that involved
a Hays CISD school
bus and a cement
truck that tragically
claimed two lives in-
cluding a preK stu-
dent.

Following that
tragedy, the Nation-
al Transportation
Safety Board (NTSB)
conducted a com-
prehensive investiga-
tion centered around
school bus passenger
safety.
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City celebrates Citizens
Academy graduates

The city of Breckenridge launched the inaugural Citizen’s Academy this year,
a nine-month program that met the second Monday of every month through
September. Participants who attended eight of the nine classes graduated
from the academy and were recognized at the Tuesday, Oct. 14 city commis-
sion meeting.

Spencer

Photo/Alex Kielar

Continued from Page 1

the silencers and pis-
tol, along with any asso-
ciated ammunition, are
required to be forfeited
by Spencer.

Spencer’s sentencing
in federal court is not
the end of the road, as
he was indicted on two
felony charges in Ste-
phens County in late
July.

Spencer was indicted
on two felony charges
— criminal conspiracy
and criminal solicita-

BFD

tion to commit capital
murder.

“The two offenses
that were indicted are
first-degree felonies
punishable by five to
99 years or life in pris-
on and a fine of up
to $10,000,” special
prosecutor Jeff Swain
said. “That is the same
range of punishment
applicable for the of-
fense of murder. No
other charges were pre-
sented, dropped or no
billed.”

The court appointed
Parker County District
Attorney Jeff Swain as
district attorney pro
tem, also known as a
special prosecutor, fol-
lowing the recusal of
District Attorney Dee
Peavy, due to a conflict
of interest.

Spencer’s arraign-
ment in Stephens Coun-
ty is set for 1 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 23, with
potential plea negoti-
ations scheduled for
Thursday, Nov. 20.

Continued from Page 2

ing Commission, which
held a public hearing
Monday, Oct. 6, the city
approved the replat-
ting of the property into
two lots to separate the
parking lot and bays
from the old fire sta-
tion. This move opens
the possibility of facil-
itating a future sale of
the building while pre-
serving the parking lot.

“There is an opportu-
nity, if the commission-
ers so choose, that we
would do a sealed bid
for the fire department
(building) and see if
there’s any interest or
for private investors to
reinvest in the property
and do something with
it to bring it back on the
tax roll,” City Manager
Cynthia Northrop said.
“So even if you (the
commission) don’t de-
cide to do that, it still
gives us flexibility on
making sure that we've
got that parking lot pre-
served.”

The topic of the old
fire station and a new
location have been
under discussion for
much of the year. After
months of evaluating

options, the commis-
sion approved actions
related to city-owned
property at 300 East
Walker, the site of the
former YMCA.

Currently, this prop-
erty is at the top of the
list for options for a
new fire station accord-
ing to Northrop.

“We are going to be
bringing a proposal to
you guys for consider-
ation. One of the other
properties we looked at
when bringing options
to you...fell through,”
she said. “So right now,
this would be the top
one. What we’re doing
is preparing for that
eventuality.”

The first agenda item
approved was the clo-
sure of a platted alley
running east to west
through block 12. The
city owns the property
described as lots 2, 3, 4
and 5 (YMCA) and de-
termined that the alley
was not used as a pub-
lic thoroughfare or for
utility access.

Following that deci-
sion, the commission
approved the replat-
ting of the property
containing the YMCA
building. The proper-

ty consists of four lots,
with the YMCA build-
ing on the southwest
lot and the remaining
three lots vacant. The
replat separates the
building from the va-
cant lots, creating the
potential future site for
a new fire station.

Northrop also added
that there is a deed re-
striction on the YMCA
property, which the
city’s attorneys are re-
viewing.

“It was basically giv-
en to use with the deed
restriction of use for
public use,” she said.
“So I don’t know if that
isoneweare goingtobe
able to do a sealed bid
on or not. We have our
attorney looking into
that. But in any event,
this prepares us to be
able to potentially use
the rest of that proper-
ty for a fire station.”

Breckenridge Fire
Chief Malcolm Bufkin
noted that while they
don’t have a new fire
station design yet,
there would be wide
enough of a space to
drive through at the
YMCA property as well
as public parking be-
hind the building.

Following the recommendation from Breckenridge Fire Chief and Stephens
County Fire Marshal Malcolm Bufkin, the county commissioners approved
the extension of the county-wide burn ban.

Ban

Photo/Alex Kielar

Continued from Page 1

based on the Keetch-
Bryam Drought Index
(KBDI) were averaging
630 for Stephens Coun-
ty on the 0 to 800 scale
as of Sunday, Oct. 12
according to Bufkin.
Anything above 570 on
the scaleis considered
an emergency level.
There were addi-

Bids

tional restrictions to
be enforced which
included requiring a
spotter for welding,
cutting or anything
else with an exposed
flame, also known as
“hot work”, as well as
needing about 50 gal-
lons of water to ensure
safety during such
work.

The commission-
ers unanimously ap-
proved the extension
of the burn ban for 90
days. If the KBDI in-
dex falls or if condi-
tions change to where
Bufkin would want
to relieve the restric-
tions, the court can lift
them after they con-
sult with the fire chief.

Continued from Page 1

was approved by the
Breckenridge City
Commission at their
Tuesday, Oct. 14 meet-
ing. Commissioner
Blake Hamilton made
the motion for approv-
al, which was second-
ed by Commissioner
Junior Fernandez, the
only two commission-
ers to attend the meet-
ing. Mayor Bob Sims
also voted in favor.

The TWDB project
also includes approx-
imately $3.15 million
in loan/grant funding
available for construc-
tion, according to the
engineer.

“Phase two will
(then) include oth-
er improvements
for the wastewater
treatment plant and
sewer lines as well,”
City Manager Cyn-
thia Northrop said.
“Staff and engineers
are recommending
that Purcell Con-
tracting is the high-
estranking, basically
the lowest and best
bid.”

Northrop added
that the funding is
a 70/30% matching
grant.

The total base pro-
posal price is broken
down to $33,000 for
mobilization, bonds
and insurance;
$375,000 for four hor-
izontal brush aer-
ators; $182,000 for
two dewatering con-
tainers, one polymer
feed system, heat
trace; $1,200 for one
frost proof fire hy-
drant, $300 for 31 4”
PVC pipe, $500 for
108 2” ductile iron
pipe and $13,000 for
one ultrasonic flow

meter.

The total score that
Purcell received out of
a possible 100 points
was 92.9, beating out
Dowtech Specialty
Contractors (83.6).
Purcell scored 46.4/50
for proposal pricing,
17.5/20 for contrac-
tors’ qualifications,
15/15 for current and
completed projects
and references, 9/10
for adherence to tech-
nical requirements of
the request for pro-
posals and 5/5 for safe-
ty record.

The wastewater
treatment plant im-
provements are fol-

lowing the city getting
into compliance at its
lift stations from sev-
eral deficiencies found
by the Texas Commis-
sion on Environmental
Quality.

Those deficiencies
were corrected by
late August and work
then began on putting
out bids for the first
phase of the wastewa-
ter treatment plant im-
provements. Work on
the wastewater treat-
ment plant accelerat-
ed when former Public
Works Director Kegan
Burns highlighted the
deficiencies in his res-
ignation letter.
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Barney, ]

Gentle friends, if any
such folks are read-
ing, I wish to make it
clear that during my
22+ years of writing this
piece, I have avoided
ever using “bad” words.
If any sneaked in, they
were mild, never thrown
carelessly around like
many words crossing
the lips of broadcast-
ers, particularly in the
sports world.

Admitting digression
here on the sunrise
of my latest column,
I'll leave today’s top-
ic briefly, taking a side
road to congratulate
two well-known “goldy-
throats” whom I've nev-
er heard resort to even
mild profanity. They are
Jim Nantz, longtime net-
work sports icon, and
Dave Raymond, play-
by-play guy for the Tex-
as Rangers. There are a
few others, I'm sure, but
the list is short.

Now, with such atten-
tion paid to my “keep-
ing-it-clean” allegiance,
I admit-up front--that
withinafewparagraphs,
Iwillinclude aword nev-

Don Newbury

The Idle American

er used in a previous
column. I recently was
reminded of an old joke
that would have gone
flat without the word
“droppings” in it. (Hor-
rors! During my youth,
my parents would have
threatened a good
mouth “soap-washing”
had I told such a joke.)
[ XX ]

[ have a reader to
thank (blame?) for this
awakening. Let’s call
him “Jerry,” and admit
to him—and others-that
from time to time, [ have
uttered questionable
verbiage. Who hasn’t
made the air blue upon
hammering fingers in-
stead of nails, even

worse if in a foul mood
before letting the ham-
mer down?

There is a danger in
dealing with what may
be viewed as a person-
al “holier than thou”
assessment, but, here
goes.

If this word “drop-
pings” is offensive, you
are excused from fur-
ther reading...

(XX ]

In last week’s epis-
tle, I wrote of a friend’s
experience hiking with
buddies in Glacier Na-
tional Park environs,
and their wearing small
bells to keep bears at
bay.Idon’t know wheth-
er their concern was
encountering black
or grizzlies-or maybe
both-but in the upcom-
ing joke, both breeds
are included.

Jerry emphasized
that of the two breeds,
grizzlies are to be most
feared. I don’t know
which bear breed “Bar-
ney” (he didn’t want his
real name listed, either)
and his bunch were try-
ing to ward off.

erry and old jokes...

The old yarn claims
that long ago hikers
not only wore bells, but
also carried miniature
air horns in case they
came across grizzlies
bristling with unusual-
ly foul temperaments...

(XX}

It was claimed that
black bears chow down
largely on berries, while
grizzlies are resolute
carnivores.

Therefore, research-
ers scouring bear habi-
tats doggedly examined
“droppings” to deter-
mine which breed dom-
inated their studied re-
gions.

If such residue includ-
ed berries, they figured
that blacks ruled. How-
ever, if it included little
bells and air horn frag-
ments, they assumed
that grizzlies were in
charge...

(XX}

While dealing with
attention to detail, my
Uncle Mort told me
of his carelessness re-
cently while scouring

See Newbury, Page 5

Fail your way to success

Fear offailureis one of
the biggest fears people
have. Ironically, failure
is an integral compo-
nent of the success pro-
cess. There are two dis-
tinctly different types
of failure. Absolute fail-
ure is when you give
up. Successful failure is
when you get back up.

Of course, not ev-
erything you attempt
works out as planned.
When striving for a goal,
you will likely discov-
er many ways which
don’t work as antici-
pated. Successful peo-
ple throughout history
have experienced this
phenomenon.

It took Thomas Edi-
son 10,000 tries before
he finally discovered a
workable formula for

a commercially viable
lightbulb.

When asked how it
felttofail somanytimes,
Edison explained that
he hadn’t failed at all.
Instead, he had discov-
ered 9,999 ways a light
bulb wouldn’t work.

Henry Ford went
bankrupt twice before
his third attempt at a
successful automobile
manufacturing compa-
ny finally took hold. R.
H. Macy went bankrupt
three times before he
came up with a success-
ful business model. Dr.
Seuss was rejected by
23 publishers before the
24th publisher sold mil-
lions of his books.

Most job seekers go
through this process
before landing a posi-

tion they want. They fail
their way to success by
sending out hundreds
ofresumes. Their goal is
to get one or more inter-
views which ultimately
lead to at least one job
offer. Then, if the job
doesn’t meet their ex-
pectations, they have to
start the process over
again.

You learned to walk
by failing your way to
success. Each time you
fell down, you struggled
to get back up. Each it-
eration of this process
taught you muscle con-
trol and balance. You ul-
timately learned to walk
because you refused to
give up.

There are countless
other examples of peo-
ple who have failed

Ve

The Breckenridge American offers local readers an opportunity to share their opinions on
community topics and issues of public importance. Mail or deliver letters to the office at
114 E.EIm Street in Breckenridge, or e-mail letters to editor@breckenridgeamerican.com.The
deadline is 5 p.m. Friday for the midweek edition. Letters that do not meet the deadline will
not be printed in the paper. Letters must be submitted by the author/signee, and not by a
third-party on behalf of the author/signee. Letters must contain the author’s first name, last
name, complete address, and telephone number. Only the writer's name and title of the let-
ter, as appropriate, will be published with the letter. Names cannot be withheld. Letters from
any candidate who is actively running for any political office will not be published. Writers
may submit letters of up to 500 words. Letters are not guaranteed to be published in the
next edition, but every effort to do so will be made. Unverified letters and letters containing
personal attacks the newspaper deems to be of a libelous nature will not be published. In
any event, the newspaper reserves the sole discretion to decide whether or not a reader
submission will be published. All letters and columns featured on the Opinion Page are the
views of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Breckenridge American.
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Bryan Golden

their way to success.
Yet, there are also even
more people who have
failed and then given up.
It’s up to you whether
you will experience suc-
cessful failure, or abso-
lute failure.

Here are some strat-
egies to use in order to
fail your way to success.
First, accept failure as
a necessary ingredient
for success. Each fail-
ure gets you one step
closer to your objec-
tive. Failure is a learn-
ing opportunity which
shows what requires ad-
justment.

After each failure,
determine what went
wrong and look for ways
to make improvements.
Success requires con-
tinuous learning. Seek
to constantly add to
your skills and knowl-
edge. Study successful
people to determine
what they have done
right. Learn from un-
successful people what
not to do.

Taking action is cru-

See Golden, Page 5

Ask Rusty:

How do | navigate the
Social Security maze?

Dear Rusty: | am
a woman, turning 65
this October (2025).
It seems that decid-
ingwhento claim So-
cial Security is com-
plicated. Iwould like
more information
to navigate through
this maze. Thank
you. Signed: Ready
to Claim

Dear Ready: De-
ciding when to claim
Social Security can
be challenging, but
we hope to make it
a bit easier for you.
You can, of course,
call us at any time to
speak to one of our
certified Social Se-
curity Advisors, but
I'll share some per-
tinent information
here as well.

Be aware that at
age 65, you have not
yet reached your
Social Security (SS)
full retirement age
(FRA). Born in1960,
your FRA is age 67,
and that is when
you can get 100%
of the SS benefit
you've earned from
a lifetime of work-
ing. If you claim SS at
age 65, your month-
ly amount will be
reduced by about
13.3% from your age
67 entitlement (a
permanent reduc-
tion).

If you wait a bit
more and claim at
age 66 the reduc-
tion would be about
6.7%. To get 100% of
your “primary insur-
ance amount” you
should wait until age
67to claim. Note you
can also wait longer
than your FRA and
earn Delayed Retire-
ment Credits up to
age 70, when your
monthly amount
would be about 24%
more than your FRA
entitlement.

If you are still
working, at age 65
you will also be sub-
ject to Social Securi-
ty’s Annual Earnings
Test (AET) which
limits how much
you can earn when
collecting SS ben-
efits before your
full retirement age.
The earnings limit
for 2025 is $23,400
(changes annual-
ly) and if you earn
more than that, SS
will take away $1 in
benefits for every

——
Social Security Matters

$2 you are over the
limit. There is also
a special rule for
the first calendar
year you are collect-
ing early benefits,
which will result in
you not getting ben-
efits for any month
your work earn-
ings are more than
$1950 after your ear-
ly benefits start. So,
if you claim SS at
age 65 and continue
to work, you won’t
get any SS benefits
in any 2025 month
thereafter that you
earn more than the
monthly limit (un-
less your total annu-
al; 2025 earnings are
less than the annual
limit). FYI, the earn-
ings limit no longer
applies once you at-
tain your full retire-
ment age.

In the end, decid-
ing when you should
claim Social Securi-
ty should consider
your need for So-
cial Security money,
your life expectan-
cy, your plans for
working, and your
marital status. If you
are (or were) mar-
ried, you might be
eligible for a spou-
sal (or ex-spouse)
benefit. You may
also want to peruse
the Social Security
Q&A section at our
website www.So-
cialSecurityReport.
org. So, as you have
already discerned,
deciding when to
claim Social Securi-
ty can be confusing,
but we are always
here to assist you
as needed. You can
either call us direct-
ly at 1.888.750.2622
or email your spe-
cific Social Security
questions to us at
SSAdvisor@amac-
foundation.org. In ei-
ther case, we will be
most happy to help
you decide when to
claim, based on your
unique personal cir-
cumstances.

Breckenridge American

www.breckenridgeamerican.com « Telephone (254) 559-5412
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Redistricting attracts a
spate of GOP candidates

Redrawing the state’s
congressional maps,
though being chal-
lenged in court, has
drawn 114 Republican
candidates inthe state’s
38 districts with near-
ly two months left until
the filing deadline, the
Houston Chronicle re-
ported.

The Texas Legisla-
ture redrew the maps
at the request of Presi-
dent Donald Trump in
hopes of gaining five ad-
ditional GOP seats. As
a result, there are win-
nable seats for Repub-

Golden

Gary Borders

Capital Highlights

licans in Houston, San
Antonio and Dallas that
have drawn 19 GOP can-
didates to date.

Two Republican
members of Congress

are seeking statewide
office instead of trying
to hold on to their cur-
rent seats. Chip Roy,
who represents a Cen-
tral Texas district, is
running for Texas attor-
ney general, while Hous-
ton Republican Wesley
Hunt recently jumped
into the U.S. Senate
race.

In addition, Michael
McCaul, R-Austin, and
MorganLuttrell,R-Hous-
ton, are not seeking re-
election. Those four
open seats have drawn
25 GOP candidates.

Newbury

Continued from Page 4

his attic, where hun-
dreds of cigar boxes
clutter. One was la-
beled “Grandmother’s
Things,” followed by
a name he didn'’t rec-
ognize. “lI can’t imag-
ine how many ‘grand-
mothers ago’ it was,”
he related.

He pulled out a
bracelet, eager to slip
it on Maude’s wrist.

His wife, initially
pleased, examined it
closely, asking, “Why
is it inscribed “Do
Not Resuscitate?” He
had no words, and
her “cold-shouldering”
continued...

turn to the real world,
where truth is unvar-
nished and the govern-
ment is here to help us.

Dr. Larry McGraw,
beloved Hardin-Sim-
mons religion profes-
sor for 44 years, is
both deeply commit-
ted and clever. He’s
everywhere, includ-
ing decades of service
at public address mi-
crophones for H-SU
sporting events. Ad-
ditionally, he’s taught
First Baptist Church’s
Primetime Sunday
School class for some
35 years. He’s always
coming up with jokes,
stories and assorted

observations that usu-
ally elicit grins, but
sometimes groans.

Recently, he provid-
ed a “groan moment”
upon proposing a new
class motto: “We don’t
care.” It didn’t gain
traction.

Of course they care,
and are immensely re-
vered for their prayer-
ful lives of unselfish
service--even during
the week! They'd nev-
er agree to such a mot-
to...

[ XX ]

Dr. Newbury, a speak-
erinthe Metroplex, may
be reached at 817-447-
3872.

Ok. Ok. Let’s re-

Continued from Page 4

cial for producing re-
sults. Always be in mo-
tion working towards
your objective. Keep
trying new approaches
until you find a working
formula. Get up right
away each time you
stumble or fall.

Leave your comfort
zone. You've got to try
things you have not
done before.

When what you are
doing is not working,
you must make positive
changes. This requires
venturing into the un-
known.

Failure is likely if you
take steps which are too
big. Big steps are diffi-
culttomanage and com-
plete. Big steps should
be broken down into
a number of smaller,
moremanageablesteps.
For example, opening a
large restaurant from
scratch is fraught with
challenges. If you have
little or no experience,
your chances of failure
increase.

Instead, start with a
small sandwich shop.
As you gain success and
experience, you could
expand your business.

By taking smaller, more
manageable steps, fail-
ures are more readily
recoverable.

Don’t fear failure. Em-
brace successful failure
as essential for goal at-

Stop cleaning-out

your gutters
this season

EXPIRES: 11/30/2025

LeafFilter-

jear. 15ubject to credit appr
176447, MD MHIC1 11225,
M 4086

50145-23, N
WA LEAFFNWB22JZ,

15% OFF +10%

tainment. Use each fail-
ure as the invaluable
learning tool it is. The
way you fail yourself
to success is by getting
right up whenever you
fall down.

Leaf¢Filter

- PRoTECTION

AN ADDITIONAL

Discount For
Seniors + Military

(vaeelwmidg@(b '

Be prepared before the next power outage.

It’s not just
a generator.
It’s a power
move.

Receive a free 5-year warranty

with qualifying purchase*

- valued at $535.

Call 855-704-8579

to schedule your free quote!

GENERAC
 —— |

*Terms and Conditions apply.

0il, Gas, & Mineral Rights

Both non-producing and producing
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

806.620.1422

LOBO MINERALS, LLG

PO Box 1800 « Lubbock, TX 79408 « LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

INTERDENOMINATIONAL

1. Is the book of Mark (KJV) in the Old or New Tes-
tament or neither?

2. From Genesis 32, who was “greatly afraid and
distressed” about a reunion with a brother he had
wronged? Joseph, Jacob, Cain, Peter

3. What city was beat down and sowed with salt?
Shechem, Caesarea, Gaza, Berea

4. From Numbers 20, who died on a mountaintop
after having his garment stripped? Moses, Abra-
ham, Noah, Aaron

5. Who lost all his horse-drawn chariots in a sea?
Ornan, Balaam, Pharaoh, Benaiah

6. Where did Abraham meet angels? River, Tent
door, Juniper tree, Prison

I00p U], (9 ‘Yorrey ] (G ‘uo
~IBY (7 “WoyRDYS (€ “qodr( (g "MIN (I ‘SHAMSNY

FEATURES FROM THE BIRF

TRUTH SCRIPTURE

Miriam
Exodus

Miriam was Moses' sister.
It was Miriam who was charged with watching over Moses when
he was placed in the tar-coated basket and placed in the water.

It was Miriam who saw Pharach's daughter retrieve
the basket and discover Moses inside.

It was Miriam who offered to find a maid/servant
to nurse and care for the baby Moses.

It was Miriam who brought her own mother
to Pharaoh's daughter and introduced them.

Pharach's daughter paid Moses' mother to care for
him until he was old enough to be we,unzd and go and
live in Pharach's palace.

Exodus 15 records a seng
that Miriam sang and led

ANGLICAN
St. Andrews Anglican Church
200 North Easton, 254-559-3172
Donald Sackett, Priest
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Christian Fellowship Church
810 E. Elm, 254-559-8436
Tom Moore, Min.

La Hermosa Assembly of God
909 Jeanette St., 254-559-7329
Raul Duran, Min.
BAPTIST
Bethany Baptist
1911 W. Walker, 254-559-5083
Don Bearden, Min.
Bethel Baptist
804 S. James, 254-559-2072
Clarence Holliman, Min.
Calvary Baptist
401 S. Camden, 254-559-7364
Dan Nelson, Min.
Crystal Falls Baptist
FM 578, Crystal Falls
Danny Lee, Min.
Eliasville Baptist
Eliasville
Wayne Peters, Min.

First Baptist Church
301 S. Rose, 254-559-2295
Andy Rodgers, Min.

First Baptist Church of Woodson
Woodson, Jeremy Smith, Min.
Gunsight Baptist
Hwy. 183 S., 254-559-1620
Rex Boggs, Min.

Mount Olive Baptist
518 S. Dunnigan, 254-559-2500
Gregory Morris, Sr., Min.
Necessity Baptist

John Kinman, Pastor

the women to sing.

Iiustmagions by Erle Boechen copyright ©2006 Ruwdett Adversising Service, Ine. Raw ey

New Hope Baptist #3
FM 717, Ranger, 817-964-6501

This Devotional & Directory
is made possible by these

businesses who encourage all of
us to attend worship services.

Ronny Guess, Min.

7150 C.R. 144, Caddo, 254-559-6775,

Rose Avenue Baptist
702 N. Rose Ave., 817-724-4047
Russell Brock, Pastor
Trinity Baptist
36 CR 327, 254-559-7405
Pastor Herman (Butch) Hinkle, Jr.
BIBLE
Lord’s Old-Time Gospel
West Elliott, 254-559-8051
The Church of Breckenridge
405 Sunset, 254-559-9790
CATHOLIC
Sacred Heart Catholic
208 S. Miller, 254-559-2860
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
First Christian
101 E. Williams, 254-559-2744
First Christian of Woodson
Michael Patrick, Min.
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints
530 CR 179, Eastland, 435-640-6103
Doug Smith, Branch President
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
Christian Science
401 S. McAmis
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Central Church of Christ
Woodson
Royce Priddy, Min.
Church of Christ
1701 W. Elliott, 254-559-2558
Don Nelson, Min.
Church of Christ
1314 W. Jeanette, 254-559-5001
Albany Church of Christ
417 N. Main Street, 325-762-2078
Russell Scott, Minister
Eliasville Church of Christ
Eliasville - Norman Carpenter, Min.
CONTEMPORARY
Real Church
515 N. Graham Ave.; W.S. 10:30 a.m.

Victory Life Church
1612 Hwy. 180 E, 254-559-3600
Dr. Craig Smee, Lead Pastor
JEHOVAH’S WITNESS
Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses
202 FM 3099, 254-559-6830
LUTHERAN
Trinity Lutheran Church
Hwy. 180, Albany, 915-762-3227
Thomas Chandler, Min.
METHODIST
First Methodist Church
419 W. Walker, 254-559-8208
Samantha Chambers, Pastor
St. Paul United Methodist
1504 E. Elm, 254-559-3685
Samantha Chambers, Pastor
NONDENOMINATIONAL
Eolian Community Church
7162 CR 292, 254-559-3829
Genoa Goad, Min.

River of Life Fellowship
122 E. Lindsey, 254-522-8981
James Stewart, Min.

The Light of the World
600 N. Breckenridge Ave.
Inocencio Briones, Min.

The Ridge Cowhoy Church @ Lakeside
108 CR 221, 325-370-7673
PENTECOSTAL
The Lighthouse
1509 E. Walker, 254-559-6077
Rev. Will Anderson
PRESBYTERIAN
First Preshyterian Church
1601 W. Elliott, 254-559-2484
Pastor Linda Buchanan Leveridge

Have changes?
Need something added?
Email design@grahamleader.com.

BRECKENRIDGE
AUTO PARTS

“Complete line of auto & engine supplies”
1811 W. WALKER » BRECKENRIDGE, TX 76424
294-539-8241

4437

{ U] EFI:FD@[F All Kinds of Native
el Grass Seed, Field Seed,

211 (R151 « Breckenridge, TX 76424 « 1-800-722-8616
www.turnerseed.com

4460

Wildlife Seed, and
Wildflower Seed

MOREHART MORTUARY
of Breckenridge & Albany
Traditional Funerals, Cremations, Monuments, Pre-Planning

1.800.372.5421 * Obit Line: 254.559.0BIT

www.morehartmortuary.net

4457

PROUDLY SERVING BRECKENRIDGE SINCE 1965

MELTON-KITCHENS
Qmaé Q/aﬂw

95/-559-3311 | meltonkitchens.com

Want to support the
church directory?

Call Kaci at 254-559-5412
or email
admgr@breckenridgeamerican.com
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ineadate: | Breckenridge American 254-559-5412 | Line Ad beadines
$15 for 15 words or less . . . . 9:00 am Thursday
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GET IT SOLD with a Classified Ad

4x5 round bales for sale,
CAMPBELL

$85. Located on Finis
FARM & RANCH

Road. Send a text to
Steve at 940-550-4927.

LEGACY RANCHES *« RAW LAND INVESTMENTS
GRAZING LAND » HUNTING RANCHES

700 FOR RENT - APARTMENTS

CONQUISTADOR
APARTMENTS

1101 West Elliott © Breckenridge, TX 76424

254-559-6792

WWW.CFRLAND.COM | 940.549.7700
801 ELM STREET, GRAHAM, TEXAS 76450

VACANCIES VACANCIES

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
On-Site Laundry * Close to Schools * Quality Affordable

SECTION 8 HOUSING AVAILABLE
— HANDICAP UNIT AVAILABLE —

FREE ONLINE!

Place your ad
today & get double
exposure!
Call us today at
254-559-5412

ADVERTISING NETWORK

v =
TexSCAN Week of HOME IMPROVEMENT
Oct. 12-1 8, 2025 No more cleaning out gutters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter

is backed by a no-clog guarantee and lifetime

CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE transferrable warranty. Call today 1-833-460-3020

to schedule a FREE inspection and no obligation

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide  estimate. Get 15% off your entire order. Plus, Military

iers. No long-term contract, & Seniors get an additional 10% off. Limited time only.

is free. All plans feature  Restrictions apply, see representative for warranty and
unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For  offer details.

more information, call 1-855-493-3803. MEDICAL
CHARITY DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual

Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus procedures.

Even Exchange

ANSWETS Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support - Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan.
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup Do not it! Call now! Get your FREE Dental — COME CHECK US OUT —
1. Amgzle, spple & Reach, React and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car  Inform: with all the details! 1-855-901-0467
1 - - - 1
3 Porch, Pouch 7 Empin Umpire Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today! www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258
4. Linger, Lengor & Martin, Manvin ENERGY OIL & GAS
‘We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing
4. Bushel, Bushod 8. Tapic, Toric Prepare for power outages today with a Generac and prodnc‘ing including Non-Participating Royalty - -
5. Cindy, Candy 10, Boast, Blast Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE  Interest (NP vide us your desired price for
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-  an offer eval all today: 806-620-1422. Lobo
048579 today 0 sehedule e quote. I ot justa M ox 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408- This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider/Employer s
4653
SCRAMBLERS Texas Press Statewide Classified Network
sofution 184 Participating Texas Newspapers * Regional Ads

1. Cradle; 2. Mentor;

Start At $250 « Email ads@texaspress.com

are reputable, we

3, Escape; 4, Parcel hen in doubt, con

Today’s Word
SEPARATE

LocaL NEws
At Your Fingertips

www.breckenridgeamerican.com

— King Crossword —
Answers
Solution time: 21 mins.
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To Place Your Ad:
254-559-5417

advmgr@breckenridgeamerican.com

Run Your Show & Sell Ad*
for as Little as $14.95!

*Show & Sell pricing not available for real property ads (homes, mobile homes, etc.)

Four great reasons
to advertise In

YOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPER

Want your business to get noticed? Whether it's to promote your
services or to recruit new employees, your local paper can help!
Here are four great reasons to advertise in your community newspaper.

You'll reach
your
target audience

By advertising in
your local paper, you're
sure to reach your
customer base — those
who are from your town
and surrounding areas!

You'll get
quality ads

Business owners rarely
have the time or skills
necessary to write
advertising copy, take

You'll boost
the local economy

By advertising in your
community newspaper,
you'll be supporting
the local economy. You'll
help the papers’ reporters,
advertising representatives,
carriers,

You'll
save money

Ad space in a national
newspaper is much more
expensive than in a local

one. Admittedly, your

graphic designers,
copywriters and other
employees keep their jobs.
Moreover, you'll work with.
people who understand
the local market.

message circulates over
a greater area, but you
should analyze the
cost-effectiveness: will
readers really travel
dozens of miles to visit
your store?

By advertising in your local
paper, you'll reach your
target audience directly —
without breaking the bank!

Your ad campaigns
will be highly targeted and
consequently,
very effective.

©)

photos and otherwise
create professional-quality:
ads. By working with your
local paper, you'll benefit
from the expertise and
skills of its team members,
including graphic
designers, writers, editors
and ad reps.

@

To Subscribe:

254-559-54172

circulation@grahamleader.com
Get Free Unlimited Online Access
With Your Home Delivery Subscription!

Breckenridge American

1108 W. Walker St. | Breckenridge, TX 76424 | 254-559-5412 | breckenridgeamerican.com

The Breckenridge American Classifieds
make it easy fo connect with local buyers
and sellers - in print and online!

Errors & Adjustments: Please check your ad the first day that it runs
to see that all of the information is correct. This will ensure that your ad is
exactly what you want readers to see. Call us at 254-559-5412 the first day
if you find an error. We must limit our financial responsibilities, if any, to
the charge for the space and cannot be responsible for incorrect ads after
the first day of publication.

Breckenridge American
CLASSIFIEDS
WWW.BRECKENRIDGEAMERICAN.COM o 254-559-5412
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800 PUBLIC/LEGAL NOTICES

On Saturday November stored at Breck Storage, 1207 N. Parks Street N T E RTA I N M E N Midweek
1, 2025 at 10:00 AM, LLC facilities located at Abner Mendoza #318 Edition

the following property
will be sold to satisfy
a landlord’s lien as
authorized by Chapter
59 of the Texas Property
Code. The property is

1207 N. Parks Street,
Breckenridge, TX 76424,
All sales are for cash and
to the highest bidder,
through live bids. All
contents are believed
to consist of household

Amber N. Beem #129
Jody Boggs & Truman
Smith #55

Jose Castro #333-334
Judy Chandler #451
Krystal Hash #310
Michael S. Vandygriff #98

TLNNE Do T NOWII!

OUT ON A LIMB by Gary Kopervas

HoorAw, HOORPY, 11% RMPPENING! | TS
FEPUN WAPNING | PRERDRE THE BUTTER,

AnoTHER WAY To TELL YoU'RE
PEALING WITH SOMEONE WHO'S
WAY T ENTHUSIASTIC

nnu ’T furniture, appliances, Misty Largent #436 NeouT TORST
furnishings and small Stacy E. Willis #2
' tangible personal Suggar L. Ellett #156 &
F“HGET_ property. #162
. William Wade #A53 = rERRAS
Classified Ads a": THE SPATS by Jeff Pickering
FREE ONLINE! c&eCk ”S out $ SOME DAYS IT

i PAYS NOT To WEAR

Place your ad HEARING AIDS.

today and get
double exposure!
Call us
today at
254-559-5412

subscribe online at

breckenridgeamerican.com

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK @BRECKENRIDGEAMERICAN

breckenridgeamerican.com

£M0N, MAN.

WERE GonblA

BE LATE FER
TH RITUAL.

1S THAT REALLY
APPROPRIATE

EXTRA-DI
ATTIRE? i 3

Why Public Notice Should

Remain in Newspapers

Along with open meeting
and freedom of information
laws, public notice is an
essential element of the

Since the first U.S. Congress,
public officials have
understood that newspapers

hree-l are the best medium
s ele egged to notify the public about
stoo official matters because
of government they contain the e 3T,
R essential I Qe | b

elements of
public notice:
Newspapers

remain the primary
vehicle for public

©

notice in Accessibility
all 50 states Even Exchange b oounareuman
8% Fach numbered row contains iwo clues and two 6-leller answers. The bwvo answers dilier rom each
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Douglas White goes down to recover a Clyde fumble in the first quarter of the district opener Friday, Oct. 10.
the Buckaroos fell 22-14 to the Bulldogs in their district opener.

Photo/Alex Kielar

Bucks fall short in district opener

Alex Kielar
news@breckenridgeamerican.com

The Breckenridge
Buckaroos fell 22-14
to the Clyde Bulldogs
in their district opener
Friday, Oct. 10. Despite
a strong effort, early
mistakes and missed
opportunities cost the
Bucks a chance at vic-
tory.

The Bucks opened
with a promising drive,
highlighted by a 37-
yard catch and run
from Cameron David,

Cameron David runs after the catch following one of
his two catches for 48 yards against Clyde. The second
reception was an 11-yard touchdown

Photo/Alex Kielar

Cruz halted momen-
tum. The defense re-
sponded with a turn-

a tipped interception
gave Clyde the ball
back. A personal foul

but a fumble by Jaime ©V€r ©on downs, but penalty helped set up a
‘ BRECKENRIDGE
CHAMBER

" +f COMMERCE
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touchdown pass from
Devan Wright to Hunter
Dematties, putting the
Bulldogs up 7-0.

The Bucks tied it in
the second quarter af-
ter a pass interference
call set them up in the
red zone before Cruz
finished it off with a 14-
yard touchdown run.

Atipped interception
gave Breckenridge a
chance to take the lead
before halftime, but
they failed to capital-
ize. The game remained
tied at 7-7 at the break.

In the third quar-
ter, Joseph Juneau
connected with Ryan
Waller for a deep pass
before finding David for
an 11-yard touchdown.
A Josiah Acosta extra
point gave the Bucks a
14-7 lead.

But Wright’s scram-
bling proved difficult
for the Bucks to con-
tain. He ran in a touch-
downearlyinthefourth
quarter after scram-
bling for long runs, then
completed a two-point
conversion for the 15-
14 lead.

Clyde added anoth-
er score later on a de-
signed quarterback run
to seal the win.

Christian Flores re-
turned from injury,
rushing nine times
for 33 yards as a run-
ning back. He also led
the team with 14 tack-
les and pressured the
quarterback through-
out the night. Head
Coach Casey Pearce
praised his impact, not-
ing the team got more
banged up and likely
wouldn’t have been in
the game without him.

“It was great to have
him. We had to have
him tonight,” Pearce
said. “We lost four more
dudes...We don’t have
him, it looks different...
great to see him out
here.”

The game was the
Bucks’ fourth one pos-
session game of the
season.

“Disappointing loss,
we had opportunities
to do some things with
it and we didn’t capital-
ize,” Pearce said.

Following their home
game Friday, Oct. 17
against Jim Ned, the
Bucks now travel to
Comanche and Sweet-
water, before finishing
up the season at home
against SATLCA.

Saturday, October 18, 2025

Bucks go 1-1 in final
week of Graham fall

baskethall league

Alex Kielar
news@breckenridgeamerican.com

The final week of
the Graham fall bas-
ketball league re-
cently took place
and the Buckaroos
split the two games
that they played.

In the games that
took place Tuesday,
Oct. 14, The Bucks
defeated the Olney
Cubs in the first
game, 60-37, before
falling to Jacksboro
Tigers, 44-32, in the
second.

The Bucks got
on the scoreboard
first against Olney
when Andrew White
found Connor Sala-
zar who finished it
off for a fastbreak
layup. A little later
in the action, Sala-
zar hit alayup to cut
into a deficit at 6-4.

Gavin Harrison
fought his way in-
side the paint and
hit a layup to cut
backinto the deficit,
with the Bucks trail-
ing 9-6 at that point.

The deficit was
back to just one
point at 9-8 when
Salazar dropped in
a layup in the mid-
dle of the defense.
Andrew White then
laid one in to take
the lead for Breck-
enridge, 12-11.

The Bucks were
able to take mo-
mentum and go
on a scoring run
for a 21-11 lead. In
that run, Salazar
knocked down a
shot from down-
town and White hit
a midrange jumpetr.

Kevin Araujo re-
corded two baskets
as the Breckenridge
lead got out to 27-16
and White knocked
down his own put-
back as the Bucks
led 31-21 at half.

The lead contin-
ued to grow in the
second half, get-
ting out to 54-28
before a timeout
was called. With-

in that time, Sala-
zar recorded two
layups and White
recorded three with
Salazar assisting on
one. Kaden Shooke
also knocked down
a three-pointer
and Bry Armstrong
made a free throw.

After the timeout,
the Bucks scored six
more points includ-
ing two layups from
White and one from
Araujo to close out
a 60-37 win.

In the game
against Jacksboro,
the Bucks got the
first points on free
throws from Arm-
strong. The scoring
went back-and-forth
forawhilebeforethe
Bucks tooka9-5lead
with Salazar hitting
a midrange, White
knocking down a
three-pointer and
Armstrong putting
back his own re-
bound.

Jacksboro scored
two straight baskets
to tie the score at
9-9, before a Bucks
three-pointer gave
them the lead back,
12-9.

The back-and-
forth scoring con-
tinued until it was
again tied, 21-21,
as White tied it
with a three. Arau-
jo and Armstrong
also knocked down
three-pointers. Af-
ter a half, the score
was tied at 23-all.

Jacksboro began
the second half go-
ing on a run and
kept the momen-
tum going as they
closed out a 44-32
win. Armstrong hit
another three as
well as a free throw
in the half.

The Buckaroos
winter basketball
season begins Fri-
day, Nov. 14 at home
against Clyde. They
are once again led
by head coach Brent
Lucas with assis-
tant coaches Tanner
Crain and Clay Boaz.

Connor Salazar dribbles up court alongside an
Olney defender during the final week of the
Graham fall basketball league Monday, Oct.
13.

Photo/Alex Havardasnky
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BPD Police Chief Blake Johnson at the Breckenridge City Commission meeting
Tuesday, Oct. 14. The city of Breckenridge announced at the meeting that they
have received a Criminal Justice Division grant through the governor’s Public
Safety Office for the implementation of new body-worn cameras for all 11 officers
of the police department.

Photo/Alex Kielar

City receives grant

for BPD body cams

Alex Kielar
news@breckenridgeamerican.com

The Breckenridge Po-
lice Department will
soon be equipped with
new body cameras af-
ter receiving a grant
for the purchase of the
equipment.

The Breckenridge
City Commission au-
thorized applying for
the Criminal Justice
Division grant through
Gov. Greg Abbott’s of-
fice Tuesday, Feb. 4
with the deadline for
application Thursday,
Feb. 13.

CityManager Cynthia
Northrop announced at
the Tuesday, Oct. 14
meeting that they re-
ceived the grant, ad-
ministered by the gov-
ernor’s Public Safety
Office (PSO).

Northrop said that
it is a 75/25% match
grant for $65,741,
while they had orig-
inally requested for
$137,242.85. The 75%
covered by the grant
is $49,305.75, while the

25% city responsibility
is $16,435.25.

The grant is for 11
body cams from Axon,
in order to provide
one for each officer
of the police depart-
ment. Northrop said
that Axon is the top of
the line, latest technol-
ogy body cams.

“It has two charging
and download stations,
insurance for damaged
equipment and unlim-
ited storage,” she said.

The grant is for one
year and the city will
againapplyintwoyears
to maintain the funding
for the cameras. The
need to go out for the
grant was first brought
to the city’s attention
by BPD Police Chief
Blake Johnson and Ser-
geant Justin Shockley
at the Tuesday, Feb. 4
meeting. Commission-
er Greg Akers made the
motion to authorize the
grant application and
it passed unanimous-
ly, 3-0.

“They (BPD) re-
ceived the equipment
Monday, (Oct. 13) and

they are scheduled for
training on how to use
the equipment with
the vendor-Axon,”
Northrop said. “They
will conduct training
over the next several
weeks.”

The total funds made
available across the
state for body-worn
cameras through PSO
was $10 million. PSO
screened all applicants
to ensure that they met
allrequirements for the
funding. Applications
were then reviewed by
PSO staff members or
a review group select-
ed by the executive di-
rector, according to the
fund announcement.

“PSO will make all fi-
nal funding decisions
based on eligibility, rea-
sonableness, availabili-
ty of funding, geograph-
ic distribution, cost
effectiveness or other
relevant factors,” the
announcement stated.
“The office of the gov-
ernor may not fund all
applications or may
only award part of the
amount requested.”

Kamden Tidwell takes the baton from Abbigail Du-
ran during last track season’s girls 4x200 of the Buck-
aroo Relays at the track behind South Elementary.
The track is set to be resurfaced over the next couple
of months after the BISD school board approved the
construction bid Monday, Oct. 13.

Photo/Alex Kielar

City sees modest sales tax
growth amid statewide surge

Alex Kielar
news@breckenridgeamerican.com

The city of Breck-
enridge has seen a
modest increase in
their sales tax based
on numbers from the
same time last year.

Breckenridge re-
ceived $179,092.44
in local sales tax rev-
enue for October, a
1.65% increase over
the same period last
year, according to fig-
ures released Thurs-
day, Oct. 9, by Acting
Texas Comptroller
Kelly Hancock.

The uptick reflects
continued consum-
er activity in the re-
gion, contributing to
a broader statewide
trend of rising sales
allocations.

Statewide, Han-
cock announced $1.1
billion in October
sales tax distribu-
tions to cities, coun-
ties, transit systems
and special purpose
districts-a 3.9% in-
crease compared to
October of last year.
These payments are
based on taxable
sales made in August
by businesses that
report monthly, ac-
cording to the press
release sent out by
Hancock.

Breckenridge’s
year-to-date sales tax
collections now to-
tal $1,951,450.88, up
3.53% from the $1.88
million collected
during the same pe-
riod last year. While
the city’s month-
ly growth trails the

state average, the
steady climb under-
scores local econom-
ic resilience.

Across Texas, cit-
ies received $715.1
million, up 3.3% last
year; counties saw a
5.4% increase total-
ing $70.8 million; spe-
cial purpose districts
experienced the larg-
est jump at 7% and
transit systems re-
ceived $238.5 million,
an increase of 3%.

For a full break-
down of October al-
locations, including
figures for surround-
ing communities, vis-
it the comptroller’s
monthly sales tax al-
location comparison
summary reports on
the Comptroller web-
site.

BPD Police Chief Blake Johnson at the Breckenridge City Commission
meeting Tuesday, Oct. 14. The city of Breckenridge announced at the meet-
ing that they have received a Criminal Justice Division grant through the
governor’s Public Safety Office for the implementation of new body-worn
cameras for all 11 officers of the police department.

Photo/Alex Kielar

BISD set to resurface
track before spring season

Alex Kielar
news@breckenridgeamerican.com

The Breckenridge
ISD track behind South
Elementary is set to get
a makeover before the
upcoming spring track
season.

The BISD Board of
Trustees approved
awarding the construc-
tion bid for a resur-
face project to Tarkett
Sports Construction
of Burleson at its Mon-
day, Oct. 13 meeting.
This was per the recom-

Today’s Lesson:

The Newspaper

1. Builds vocabulary
2. Improves reading skills
3. Promotes critical thinking

4. Brings ideas & current events to life

5. Builds global awareness

6. Promotes social consciousness

7. Makes learning fun!

mendation of Athletic
Director Casey Pearce,
deciding between two
bids the school board
received.

The other bid that
came in was from Gary
Carter of G. Carter Con-
struction of Austin.

The project from
start to finish will take
about nine weeks to
complete, according
to Pearce, as long as
there is normal weath-
er over the next couple
of months.

Pearce said that they

were set to have a walk
around of the track this
past week to start the
process of skinning the
surface off and having
an asphalt evaluation.

“Idon’tbelievethere’s
any asphalt damage to
the base. Just need to
reskin it, top it with a
sealer and then we can
start with the surface,”
Pearce said.

The colors of the
track that the AD wants
to go with is gray for
the lanes and green for
the exchanges. Beynon

Sports is the company
being utilized for the
resurface through Tar-
kett, used in the coun-
try’s most prestigious
track and field facilities.
The school district
is five years removed
from the remodel of
Buckaroo Stadium,
when they installed As-
troTurf in spring 2020.
The Lady Bucks soft-
ball field was also re-
cently upgraded with
real grass sod over the
summer to allow for
easier maintenance.

Make reading the newspaper
with your child a daily habit,
and help your young student

Did you know?
A study released by the Newspaper
Association of America Foundation

succeed.

STUDENT
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SUBSCRIPTION

shows data indicating that students
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programs perform 10 percent better
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$2o 00* thru December
° 31,2025 to take
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RS CHOIC

Best of Stephens Gounty
OFFICIAL BALLOT

Vote for your favorites in more than 100 categories.
All hallots must he received by the Breckenridge American at
1108 W. Walker St., Breckenridge, TK 76424, no later than Wednesday, November 3.

- AWAR

DS

Vote for
25 or more
categories!

Rules: Only original forms are valid. Please print clearly, illegible entries will be discarded. At least 25 entries must be
filled in for ballot to be counted. Choices for all categories MUST be based in Stephens County.

Winners to be announced in a Special Publication of the Breckenridge American!

4 )
Jugior, Duchare
CHILD CARE CENTER
\WWW'Jzugi-csasgiusi )
4 )
Your
1x2 ad
could
be here!
559-5412
\ J
4 )
Your
1x2 ad
could
be here!
559-5412
\ J
4 )
Your
1x2 ad
could
be here!
559-5412
\ J
4 )
Your
1x2 ad
could
be here!
559-5412
\ J
4 )
Your
1x2 ad
could
be here!
559-5412
\ J
4 )
Your
1x2 ad
could
be here!
559-5412
\ J

Voter Name:

Best Automotive
Businesses

Auto Lube Center

Auto Parts Store

Auto Repair (Mechanical)

Auto Repair (Paint & Body)

Tire Dealer

Best General Businesses

Business with most helpful employees

Best Service
Businesses & Trades

Air Conditioning/Heating

Barber Shop

Hair Salon

Nail Salon

Plumbing Company

Roofing Company

Places to Have Fun

Best Picnic Spot
, Scenic View
Antiques Store
. Camping Site
Appliance Store
Place for a Birthday Party
Bank
. Best in Their Business
Clothing Store
_ (Please provide Business Affiliation or Contact Info)
Convenience Store
Bank Teller
Day Care Center
Feed Store
. Bartender
Florist
Furniture Store
_ . Barber
Gift Shop or Boutique
Grocery Store
Boss
Hardware Store
Hotel
Cashier
Pharmacy
Best Professionals &
Professional Businesses  Chef or Cook
Accountant
Attorney Hair Stylist
Chiropractor
Dental Hygienist Insurance Agent
Dentist
Funeral Home Mechanic
Insurance Company
Loan Company Nail Technician
Medical Clinic
Nurse (with affiliation) Receptionist
Nurse Practitioner
Physician (General Practice) Sales Person
Pharmacist
Real Estate Company Secretary
Real Estate Title Company
Veterinary Clinic Wait Person

City :

Best of Dining The powerof |
community in banking.
All-Around Restaurant
Bakery @
Buffet éLEAR FORK BA '150
I 101 E. Walker
Caten"g Company Breckenridge, TX 76424
_ 254-559-2222
Catfish | www.clearfork.bank
Breakfast Served
4 )
Breakfast Taco Your
Lunch 1x2 ad
Dinner could
Barbecue be here!
Chicken 559-5412
. . \_ J
Chicken Fried Steak
4 )
Coffee
Your
Sandwiches
1x2 ad
Desserts
could
Fast Food Restaurant
be here!
French Fries 5 5 9 5 4 1 2
Hamburgers g J
Ice Cream e ~\
[ced Tea Your
Meal Under $6 1x2 ad
Mexican Food could
Pinza be here!
Soup 559'5412
\_ J
Steak
B Ed & [ A
est in Education
School Athletics Your
1x2 ad
Coach
could
School
. be here!
Principal
559-5412
School \ y
Secretary ( ~
School Your
Sport 1x2 ad
Teacher could
School be here!
Teacher Aide 559'5412
\_ J
School
~\
People Who Dazzle Us Your
Civic Club 1X2 3 d
Community Volunteer COUI d
contact information: be here'
Non-Profit Organization
559-5412
\_ J

Phone #

(in case we have questions about your ballot)



