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On the heels of the Sen-
ate taking the fi rst step to-
wards reaching a biparti-
san agreement to reopen 
the federal government, 
the Stephens County emer-

gency coalition discussed 
successes from its food as-
sistance plan and where to 
go in the future if and when 
the Supplemental Nutri-
tional Assistance Program 
(SNAP) is again suspended 
as part of another possible 
shutdown.

Food benefi ts still remain 
in limbo despite the agree-
ment made Sunday, Nov. 9 
and only ensures the gov-
ernment is fully reopened 
until Friday, Jan. 30, 2026.

The agreement to reopen 
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news@breckenridgeamerican.com

With the 2025 November 
election now over, prepa-
rations are beginning for 
next year’s general election, 
with fi ling offi cially open to 
run in the March primary 
election. 

The fi rst day to fi le for all 
candidates scheduled to 
run in the Tuesday, March 

3 primary was Saturday, 
Nov. 8. That’s except for 
precinct chair candidates–
whose fi rst day to fi le was 
Tuesday, Sept. 9. 

There are several local 
Stephens County offices 
that are up for election, as 
well as state offi ces which 
began to see candidates of-
fi cially fi le their intent to 
run. The deadline to fi le is 
Monday, Dec. 8 by 6 p.m. 

Stephens County 
offi  ces up for election

County Judge
Michae l  Roach  an -

nounced his intention not 
to seek re-election for Ste-
phens County Judge in 
April. Following four years 
of serving as the county’s 
justice of the peace, Roach 

With the 2025 November election now over, preparations are beginning for next year’s general 
election, with fi ling offi  cially open to run in the March primary election.

Archive photo

Filing opens for March 
primary candidates
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The Stephens Coun-
ty-wide burn ban has 
been put back on by 
the commissioners 
court per the direc-
tion of Fire Marshal 
and Breckenridge Fire 
Chief Malcolm Bufkin.

Effective Monday, 
Nov. 10, the burn ban 
is for another 90 days 
unless lifted sooner 
depending on drought 
conditions. This was 
following Bufkin issu-

ing a red fl ag warning 
for Saturday, Nov. 8 and 
Sunday, Nov. 9, with 
high winds and very 
dry conditions over 
the weekend.

The Keetch-Bryam 
Drought Index (KBDI) 
s h o w e d  S t e p h e n s 
County on the higher 
end of the 0-800 scale 
at 552 Sunday, Nov. 9. 
Although lower than 
it was reading a few 
weeks ago when it was 
averaging around 630, 

� e Stephens County Commissioners Court voted to 
put a 90-day burn ban back on following it being pre-
viously rescinded.
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Coalition discusses SNAP 
plan success, future plans

Countywide 
burn ban back on

See Ban, Page 3

See Filing, Page 3

See SNAP, Page 2Texas PACE Authority President Charlen Heydinger 
speaks to the Stephens County Commissioners Court 
during a public hearing regarding the implementation 
of a PACE program Monday morning, Nov. 10. 
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Following a pub-
lic hearing, Stephens 
County Commissioners 
Court approved the es-
tablishment of a Prop-
erty Assessed Clean 

Energy (PACE) program 
for the county, opening 
up long-term fi nancing 
opportunities for ener-
gy and water effi ciency 
upgrades. 

The court unani-

County approves 
PACE program

See PACE, Page 3

Stephens County Chief Appraiser Will � ompson, left, touched on the funding that remains fol-
lowing the two separate occasions in which SNAP-eligible individuals and families received gift 
cards.
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WE’LL GET IT FOR YOU!

Obituaries

Joe Martinez
June 18, 1944 – November 11, 2025

Joe Martinez, age 81 of Breckenridge, passed away 
Tuesday, Nov. 11, 2025. Funeral mass was held at 11 
a.m. Friday, Nov. 14 at Sacred Heart Catholic Church. 
Interment followed at 2 p.m. in the Rule Cemetery in 
Rule under the direction of Morehart Mortuary. Visita-
tion was held from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 
13 at Morehart Mortuary.

Joe Luna Martinez was born June 18, 1944 in Ala-
mo to Leonardo Martinez and Paula Luna Martinez. 

He joined the United States Army and proudly served in the Vietnam War before 
his honorable discharge in 1970. On Feb. 6, 2004, he married Katherine Jimenez in 
Abilene. Joe worked for the Texas Department of Transportation for years until his 
retirement. In his free time, he loved working on antique cars and going dancing. 
Most of all, Joe loved spending quality time with his family, especially his grand-
children. He was preceded in death by his parents; one brother, Lupe Martinez; 
sister, Sista Eisenman; one nephew, Billy Wayne Martinez; one granddaughter, Ce-
Leste Contreras; and Isabel Varges.

Joe is survived by his wife, Katherine Martinez; two daughters, Mariah Joe Marti-
nez, MaKaLam Joe Martinez, both of Cape Girardeau, Missouri; three step-children, 
Teresa Contreras of Lubbock, Melinda A. Hatfield of Abilene, Gabino Martinez of 
Abilene; four sisters, Mary Cedillo, Hope Goraham, Lala Foster of Fort Worth, Janie 
Walton of Colorado Springs, Colorado; eleven grandchildren; five great grandchil-
dren; and many nieces and nephews.

Memorials may be made to the charity of the donor’s choice and may be left at 
Morehart Mortuary. Condolences may be made online at www.morehartmortu-
ary.net. 

Ernie’s Spanish Kitchen 
receives special recognition

Celebrating its 50th anniversary in October, Ernie’s Spanish Kitchen was 
presented with a special congressional recognition from Congressman 
Roger Williams, presented to them Monday morning, Nov. 10 from the 
Stephens County Commissioner’s Court. 
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SNAP
Continued from Page 1

the government after 
the longest-ever shut-
down would, however, 
keep programs such as 
SNAP and veteran ser-
vices funded through 
next year. Smaller com-
munities such as Ste-
phens County would 
also have the highest 
risk of being harmed as 
funding dries out in the 
midst of another poten-

tial shutdown.
The deal will now 

have to pass the House 
of Representatives, 
with lawmakers in the 
House being put on 
36-hour return notice, 
so it may take several 
days before they take 
the vote.

Stephens County 
held its second emer-
gency planning session 
regarding the SNAP 

program Monday, Nov. 
1, in which Resource-
Care of Breckenridge 
also had a seat at the ta-
ble in addition to some 
of the entities that had 
attended the first meet-
ing Monday, Oct. 27.

The meeting was led 
by Stephens County 
Emergency Manage-
ment Coordinator Da-
vid Leonard, who re-
ported that $34,060 
was raised by Stephens 
County residents over 
the couple weeks that 
the plan was in place.

Stephens County 
Chief Appraiser Will 
Thompson said that 
there is a remaining 
cash balance of $8,160 
and 129 gift cards, 
which the coalition de-
cided to hold in reserve 
in case of another sim-
ilar situation in Febru-
ary.

Thompson said that 
35% of the number 
of eligible SNAP cas-
es in the county re-
ceived gift cards over 
the two separate dona-
tion periods–Saturday, 
Nov. 1 through Sunday, 
Nov. 2 and Saturday, 
Nov. 8 through the Ste-
phens County Mission 

for Hope.
“I thought this was 

a very successful pro-
gram,” Leonard said, 
which others at the ta-
ble agreed. “I applaud 
everyone’s efforts.”

Sheriff Kevin Roach 
said that he had a sher-
iff deputy on scene for 
both occasions, who re-
ported no issues occur-
ring, as people showed 
the identification that 
was required to receive 
the gift cards.

The group talked 
about how there were 
so many unknown vari-
ables with the situa-
tion, which meant that 
they didn’t know how 
much was going to be 
needed or how quickly 
to hand out the cards.

Thompson noted 
that they have enough 
remaining to have been 
able to last another 
week and a half to two 
weeks of handing out 
donations. He and oth-
ers at the table were 
also clear that if anyone 
is currently in need, 
they should not hesi-
tate to reach out to Mis-
sion for Hope by calling 
254-249-4200 and they 
can use some of the re-

maining funds.
The group decided to 

reconvene in the sec-
ond week of January in 
order to prepare for a 
potential SNAP suspen-
sion in February. The 
meeting will take place 
Monday, Jan. 12 at 3 
p.m. and if there is an-
other shutdown, they 
will develop a brochure 
informing SNAP bene-
ficiaries of additional 
services that they can 
look to receive.  

Other discussions 
that were brought up 
were other potential 

groups to bring to the 
table, like local church-
es. They also discussed 
other avenues of get-
ting the word out about 
the program besides 
social media, such as 
text notifications and 
posting info sheets 
with QR codes at gro-
cery stores that would 
take people to a landing 
page with all the neces-
sary resources.

The group will con-
tinue to monitor and 
will be prepared if and 
when a similar incident 
occurs. 

Stephens County Emergency Management Coor-
dinator David Leonard, middle, listens during the 
county emergency coalition’s second meeting Mon-
day, Nov. 10 regarding the situation with SNAP. 
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Filing
Continued from Page 1

mously approved the 
resolution for estab-
lishing the PACE pro-
gram Monday, Nov. 
10 after hearing from 
Texas PACE Authori-
ty President Charlen 
Heydinger and Breck-
enridge Economic 
Development Corpo-
ration CEO Michael 
Paris. 

Authorized by the 
Texas Legislature in 
2013, the PACE pro-
gram allows cities and 
counties to create vol-
untary financing mech-
anisms that allow com-
mercial, multi-family 
and industrial proper-
ty owners to fund up-
grades to HVAC sys-
tems, lighting, roofing 
and plumbing–all with-
out using taxpayer dol-
lars or assuming finan-
cial risk. 

“We see this as in-
creasing the probabil-
ity of local business-
es taking advantage 
in order to develop 
their infrastructure–

their cooling needs or 
heating needs. Any ef-
ficiency within their 
manufacturing pro-
cess,” Paris said. “It’s 
also going to help us 
in attracting business-
es here. So if we can 
articulate a way which 
a business that’s com-
ing here or a business 
that’s currently here 
can take advantage of 
discounts on the in-
terest rates for banks. 
And also reconsider-
ation of terms…I think 
it’s going to help the 
business community 
be successful here in 
Breckenridge.”

As part of estab-
lishing the PACE pro-
gram, the commission-
ers also approved a 
professional services 
agreement with Texas 
PACE Authority to ad-
minister the program 
in Stephens County. 

“Stephens County–
and all counties don’t 
have the expectations 
to operate these pro-
grams and the amaz-

ing thing about PACE 
is that we can con-
tract them to admin-
ister the program,” 
County Judge Michael 
Roach said. “That real-
ly leaves us hands off 
for the most part.”

Heydinger signed 
the contract to official-
ly begin the process of 
administering the pro-
gram and get it off the 
ground. 

The Texas Pace 
Authority president 
explained the inner 
workings of the pro-
gram and its potential 
impact at a previous 
court meeting Oct. 27. 

“What you would 
be doing if you create 
your PACE program is 
you create a mecha-
nism that eliminates 
the risk for lenders,” 
Heydinger explained 
last month. “So lend-
ers will loan over a 
longer period of time, 
and if you stretch our 
financing long enough, 
the savings will exceed 
the cost.”

was first sworn in as 
county judge in Jan-
uary of 2019 and was 
re-elected in 2022, run-
ning unopposed. 

Stephens County 
Chief Appraiser Will 
Thompson announced 
earlier this year his in-
tention to run for Coun-
ty Judge in the Republi-
can Primary. 

District Clerk
Stephanie Elder was 

appointed as the Ste-
phens County District 
Clerk in May 2024 after 
longtime District Clerk 
Christie Coapland re-
tired. Elder has been 
serving in the position 
through the end of the 
four-year unexpired 
term. 

Justice of the Peace
Judge Steve Spoon 

has served as Stephens 
County Justice of the 
Peace since 2019 after 
being elected in the No-
vember 2018 general 
election. 

Precinct 2 
Commissioner

Incumbent Mark Mc-
Cullough has served as 
precinct 2 commission-
er since being sworn 
January 2, 2019, re-
placing the retiring D.C. 
“Button” Sikes. 

Precinct 4 
Commissioner

Incumbent Tanner 
Wade has served as 
commissioner as pre-
cinct 4 since being 
appointed by Judge 
Roach last November 
25 following the resig-

nation of Eric O’Dell. 
Wade officially began 
his service Jan. 1. 

State Offices

Governor
Incumbent Greg Ab-

bott announced that he 
will run for re-election 
Sunday, Nov. 9, seek-
ing his fourth term in 
office. He is being chal-
lenged in the Republi-
can primary by Peter 
Chambers and Ronnie 
Tullos. 

The Democratic pri-
mary has seen four 
candidates file– Bob-
by Cole, Gina Hinojosa, 
Nick Pappas and Mea-
gan Tehselder. 

State Senate District 
10

Sen. Phil King has 
served Senate District 
10 since 2023, which 
serves eight counties 
including Stephens. 

State Representative 
– District 60 

Mike Olcott was first 
elected for Texas House 
District 60 in 2024 and 
announced his plan 
for re-election in June. 
District 60 serves the 
counties of Stephens, 
Palo Pinto and Parker. 
In August, Amy Fennell 
announced her cam-
paign for District 60 
representative. 

Lt. Governor
On the Republican 

ticket, incumbent Dan 
Patrict is seeking reelec-
tion for a fourth term, 
with Timothy Mabry 
and Esala Wueschner 
running against him 
in the primary. Vikki 

Goodwin is so far the 
lone candidate on the 
Democratic ticket, cur-
rently serving as Texas 
House District 47 repre-
sentative. 

Attorney General
Incumbent Ken Pax-

ton has served as the 
attorney general of Tex-
as since 2015, serving 
three terms. Paxton 
is running in the Re-
publican primary for 
U.S. Senate in Texas 
as one of the challeng-
ers against incumbent 
John Cornyn. 

That being said, 
four candidates have 
stepped forward on the 
Republican ticket for 
attorney general–Joan 
Huffman, Mayes Mid-
dleton, Aaron Reitz and 
Chip Roy. 

On the Democrat-
ic side, Tony Box, Joe 
Jaworski and Nathan 
Johnson have put their 
name in the running. 

Other offices on the 
ballot include Agri-
culture Commission-
er, State Comptroller, 
Land Commissioner, 
Railroad Commission-
er, State Board of Ed-
ucation (eight seats), 
U.S. Senate and U.S. 
House Texas District 
25. 

Key election dates
Voter registration 

deadline: Monday, Feb. 
2

Ballot by mail appli-
cation deadline: Friday, 
Feb. 20

Early voting: Feb. 17-
Feb.27

Election Day: Tues-
day, March 3

Executive Director of the Breckenridge Economic Development Corporation, 
Michael Paris, speaks Monday, Oct. 27 to the Stephens County Commission-
ers Court about the implementation of a Texas PACE program
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PACE
Continued from Page 1

it has still neared the 
emergency level of 570.

The county had lifted 
the burn ban Saturday, 
Oct. 25 after some rain-
fall and the KBDI mark 
dropping into the 300s 

before rising back up 
over the last couple of 
weeks.

“The fuel levels are 
just getting more dan-
gerous. We’ve got a 
lot of fuel out there,” 
Bufkin said. 

County Judge Mi-

chael Roach noted that 
it is just a standard 
burn ban with no ad-
ditional restrictions, 
which Bufkin agreed 
and the commissioners 
voted unanimously to 
approve it at their Mon-
day, Nov. 10 meeting.

Ban
Continued from Page 1

Stephens County Fire Marshal and Breckenridge Fire Chief Malcolm Bufkin 
speaks to the commissioners court at their Monday, Nov. 10 where the court voted 
to put a 90-day burn ban back on following a couple of weeks of it being off.
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Thanksgiving is much 
more than a big meal 
with family and friends. 
It’s a time to reflect on, 
and be thankful for, all 
of the good things you 
have. It’s important to 
be grateful, not just on 
Thanksgiving, but each 
and every day. Rather 
than lamenting what 
you feel is lacking in 
your life, begin each 
new day by develop-

ing an attitude of grati-
tude. Take inventory of 
your blessings and you 
will be surprised at just 
how much you have to 
be thankful for.

If you have enough 
to eat, a place to live, 
a way to get around, 
people who care about 
you, or people you care 
about, then you are 
wealthy. If you lack any 
of these elements, you 

must still be grateful 
for what you do have, 
while striving to obtain 
whatever is absent.

Focus on all positive 
aspects of your life. 
Take nothing for grant-
ed. Every morning, re-
charge your appreci-
ation. Be happy for 
everything there is, not 
upset over what you 
feel is missing.

Dreams of the future 

shouldn’t diminish ap-
preciation for the pres-
ent. If all you do is con-
centrate on what you 
want, you won’t enjoy 
today. Don’t be jealous 
of others; what they do 
or have has no bearing 
on you.

You can feel bitter 
or resentful for a vari-
ety of reasons. Perhaps 
you feel something is 
missing from your life, 
things aren’t going your 
way, or you have been 
treated unfairly. You 
may wonder, “why do 
these things always 
happen to me?”

L i f e ’s  p ro b l e m s 
tend to dominate your 
thoughts, turning your 
focus to what you feel 
is wrong. You may start 
to resent those who ap-
pear to be better off. 
You’re apt to dwell on 
things you think would 
make your life better if 
you had them. If only 
you had more money, 
more time, a bigger 
house, a different car, a 

I’ve never claimed to 
have the gift of prophe-
cy, nor do I now. 

Yet, it seems beyond 
coincidence that two 
of my past three col-
umns have centered on 
bears, and now--lo and 
behold--bears are back 
in the news, particular-
ly in Japan, where they 
are attacking people. 
To the few readers who 
may think me to be clair-
voyant, don’t let me 
stop you from elevating 
me to prophet status. 
If there’s just one such 
reader, I am flattered. 

In the early days of 
TV, actor/wrestler Gor-
geous George--with 
shiny locks of hair drap-
ing down to his waist--
was a “so-so” wrestler, 
but what a showman! 
Once he claimed that he 
never considered him-
self to be the world’s 
greatest wrestler, the 
planet’s most intelli-
gent human being or the 
most handsome man 
ever. Then he added, 
“But what’s my opinion 
against millions of oth-
ers?”

•••
It may  require a 

prophet with advanced 
degrees to untangle 
worldwide messes of 
discord that are ex-
panding daily, so let’s 
limit observations to 
goings-on in Dallas, Tex-
as. 

Even as I type, please 
consider just two of the 
multiple issues boil-
ing in Big D cauldrons. 
Dallas leaders can’t de-
cide whether to repair 
City Hall, demolish the 
building and rebuild on 
site, or construct a new 
building at some other 
location. 

And, two of its three 
professional sports 
teams are squabbling 
about policies of their 
shared “home,” Amer-
ican Airlines Center…

•••
Let’s start with City 

Hall, recognizing the 
idiom that claims “we, 
the people” can’t fight. 
Watch out, when big-
t ime players star t 
screaming, fights seem 
sure to follow, with one 
group claiming that cur-
rent City Hall grounds 
would be a peachy 
place for a gambling 
playground. 

T h e  l a t e  C h i -
nese-American archi-
tect, I. M. Pei, is lauded 
for designing what was 
considered a world-
class structure at the 
time, “oohed and ah-
hed” as an architectural 
masterpiece around the 
globe. Now, 48 years lat-
er, it’s in sad repair, with 
hundreds of millions of 
dollars needed if it is to 
be brought up to speed. 

Perhaps it shouldn’t 
be mentioned, but 
structures in Europe 
have been constructed 
for the ages, and in the 
US, quite the opposite is 
true. Recently, Rome’s 
Torredei Maggiore forti-
fied tower--once almost 
200 feet tall--partially 
collapsed. It was com-

missioned by Pope Paul 
III and begun in 1238. It 
withstood earthquakes 
and other misfortunes, 
reducing its height by 
about a half. During 
much of its history, it 
housed City Hall offices, 
finally closing in 2006. 
The European Union 
came up with some 
$8,000,000 for transfor-
mation of remains into 
a museum, but the Oc-
tober partial collapse 
could alter plans… 

•••
Now, let  us brief-

ly peek in at American 
Airlines Center, where 
Dallas Mavericks’ and 
Dallas Stars’ brass are 
baring fangs, each filing 
suits and counter-suits. 
There must be much 
chop-licking by attor-
neys such as Thomas J. 
Henry, whose ads about 
“the name we know and 
the firm we trust,” dom-
inate TV. 

Their warring is sim-
ply beyond the under-
standing of most of us. 

I’m reminded of the 
little old lady who was 
mentally disheveled at 

Thanksgiving: Have an 
attitude of gratitude

A prophet in my own mind… 

Dear Rusty: I will 
be retiring early 
next year but my 
question to you is: 
During the Obama 
administration, pay-
roll taxes that em-
ployees pay were 
cut in half from 6.2% 
to 3.1%, while the 
employer’s  part 
stayed the same at 
6.2%.This contin-
ued for around a 
year I think. 

This was an at-
tempt at giving peo-
ple a tax cut, which I 
think was a bad idea 
or maybe the wrong 
way to have done it. 

How much dam-
age do you think this 
may have caused 
to Social Security? 
Signed: Soon to Re-
tire 

Dear Soon to Re-
tire: FYI, the Obama-
era cut in the em-
ployee portion of 
FICA payroll taxes 
and SECA (self-em-
ployment tax) was 
a temporary mea-
sure, which has long 
since expired. 

However, the leg-
islation which en-
abled that cut in em-
ployee FICA/SECA 
taxes also includ-
ed a provision to 
replenish the So-
cial Security Trust 
Funds from the Gen-
eral US Treasury in 
an amount equal to 
the estimated loss 
of tax revenue to the 
Trust Funds. 

So, in effect, there 
was little or no im-
pact on the Social Se-
curity Trust Funds. 

FYI, the Trustees 
of Social Security 
have been project-
ing for many years 
that the Social Secu-
rity reserves would 
be fully depleted in 
the mid-2030s, un-
less Congress takes 
action to reform the 
SS program. 

U n f o r t u n a t e -
ly, Congress has 
not yet taken any 
meaningful action 
to accomplish that 
reform, and the cur-
rent projection from 
the Trustees is that 
all Social Securi-
ty reserves will be 
depleted in about 
2033, necessitating 
an across the board 
cut of about 21% in 
everyone’s benefit. 

Time is running 
short, and we see 

signs that Congress 
is finally starting to 
seriously discuss 
Social Security re-
form.

At AMAC, we have 
developed and sub-
mitted to various 
Congressional Rep-
resentatives a re-
form plan which 
would restore So-
cial Security to full 
solvency. 

Yo u  c a n  s e e 
AMAC’s suggested 
plan at www.amac.
us/social -securi -
ty-guarantee. And 
AMAC is working ev-
ery day in Washing-
ton, D.C. to promote 
Social Security re-
form to avoid future 
cuts in benefits. 

We believe and 
hope that Congress 
will eventually re-
form the Social Se-
curity program to 
avoid future benefit 
cuts but, unfortu-
nately, not until they 
can muster suffi-
cient bipartisanship 
to make the hard 
choices needed. 

To this end, con-
tacting your Con-
gressional Repre-
sentative to demand 
Social Security re-
form now would be 
a good thing to do. 
The longer Congress 
delays reform, the 
harder the choices 
will be.

•••
This article is in-

tended for informa-
tion purposes only 
and does not repre-
sent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and 
interpretations of the 
Association of Ma-
ture American Citi-
zens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and ac-
credited by the Na-
tional Social Security 
Association (NSSA). 
NSSA and the AMAC 
Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliat-
ed with or endorsed 
by the SS Adminis-
tration.

Russell Gloor

Social Security Matters

Ask Rusty: 
Did the Obama-era Social Security 

tax cuts hurt the program?

Bryan Golden

Don Newbury

Idle American

The Breckenridge American offers local readers an opportunity to share their 

opinions on community topics and issues of public importance. Mail or deliv-

er letters to the office at 114 E. Elm Street in Breckenridge, or e-mail letters 

to editor@breckenridgeamerican.com. The deadline is 5 p.m. Friday for the 

midweek edition. Letters that do not meet the deadline will not be printed 

in the paper. Letters must be submitted by the author/signee, and not by a 

third-party on behalf of the author/signee. Letters must contain the author’s 

first name, last name, complete address, and telephone number. Only the 

writer’s name and title of the letter, as appropriate, will be published with the 

letter. Names cannot be withheld. Letters from any candidate who is actively 

running for any political office will not be published. Writers may submit let-

ters of up to 500 words. Letters are not guaranteed to be published in the 

next edition, but every effort to do so will be made. Unverified letters and 

letters containing personal attacks the newspaper deems to be of a libelous 

nature will not be published. In any event, the newspaper reserves the sole 

discretion to decide whether or not a reader submission will be published. 

All letters and columns featured on the Opinion Page are the views of the au-

thors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Breckenridge American.

See Newbury, Page 5

See Golden, Page 5
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Breckenridge Devotional Page
ANGLICAN

St. Andrews Anglican Church

200 North Easton, 254-559-3172

Donald Sackett, Priest

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Christian Fellowship Church

810 E. Elm, 254-559-8436

Tom Moore, Min.

La Hermosa Assembly of God

909 Jeanette St., 254-559-7329

Raul Duran, Min.

BAPTIST

Bethany Baptist

1911 W. Walker, 254-559-5083

Don Bearden, Min.

Bethel Baptist

804 S. James, 254-559-2072

Clarence Holliman, Min.

Calvary Baptist

401 S. Camden, 254-559-7364

Dan Nelson, Min.

Crystal Falls Baptist

FM 578, Crystal Falls

Danny Lee, Min.

Eliasville Baptist

Eliasville

Wayne Peters, Min.

First Baptist Church

301 S. Rose, 254-559-2295

Andy Rodgers, Min.

First Baptist Church of Woodson

Woodson, Jeremy Smith, Min.

Gunsight Baptist

Hwy. 183 S., 254-559-1620

Rex Boggs, Min.

Mount Olive Baptist

518 S. Dunnigan, 254-559-2500

Gregory Morris, Sr., Min.

Necessity Baptist

7150 C.R. 144, Caddo, 254-559-6775,

John Kinman, Pastor

New Hope Baptist #3

FM 717, Ranger, 817-964-6501

Ronny Guess, Min.

Rose Avenue Baptist

702 N. Rose Ave., 817-724-4047

Russell Brock, Pastor

Trinity Baptist

36 CR 327, 254-559-7405

Pastor Herman (Butch) Hinkle, Jr.

BIBLE

Lord’s Old-Time Gospel

West Elliott, 254-559-8051

The Church of Breckenridge

405 Sunset, 254-559-9790

CATHOLIC

Sacred Heart Catholic

208 S. Miller, 254-559-2860

CHRISTIAN CHURCH

First Christian

101 E. Williams, 254-559-2744

First Christian of Woodson

Michael Patrick, Min.

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints

530 CR 179, Eastland, 435-640-6103

Doug Smith, Branch President

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

Christian Science

401 S. McAmis

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Central Church of Christ

Woodson

Royce Priddy, Min.

Church of Christ

1701 W. Elliott, 254-559-2558

Don Nelson, Min.

Church of Christ

1314 W. Jeanette, 254-559-5001

Albany Church of Christ

417 N. Main Street, 325-762-2078

Russell Scott, Minister

Eliasville Church of Christ

Eliasville – Norman Carpenter, Min.

CONTEMPORARY

Real Church

515 N. Graham Ave.; W.S. 10:30 a.m.

INTERDENOMINATIONAL

Victory Life Church

1612 Hwy. 180 E, 254-559-3600

Dr. Craig Smee, Lead Pastor

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS

Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses

202 FM 3099, 254-559-6830

LUTHERAN

Trinity Lutheran Church

Hwy. 180, Albany, 915-762-3227

Thomas Chandler, Min.

METHODIST

First Methodist Church

419 W. Walker, 254-559-8208

Samantha Chambers, Pastor

St. Paul United Methodist

1504 E. Elm, 254-559-3685

Samantha Chambers, Pastor

NONDENOMINATIONAL

Eolian Community Church

7162 CR 292, 254-559-3829

Genoa Goad, Min.

River of Life Fellowship

122 E. Lindsey, 254-522-8981

James Stewart, Min.

The Light of the World

600 N. Breckenridge Ave.

Inocencio Briones, Min.

The Ridge Cowboy Church @ Lakeside

108 CR 221, 325-370-7673

PENTECOSTAL

The Lighthouse

1509 E. Walker, 254-559-6077

Rev. Will Anderson

PRESBYTERIAN

First Presbyterian Church

1601 W. Elliott, 254-559-2484

Pastor Linda Buchanan Leveridge

This Devotional & Directory 

is made possible by these 

businesses who encourage all of 

us to attend worship services.

Want to support the 
church directory?

Call Kaci at 254-559-5412 

or email 

admgr@breckenridgeamerican.com

Breckenridge 

Auto Parts
“Complete line of auto & engine supplies”

1811 W. Walker • Breckenridge, TX 76424

254-559-8241 4437

Traditional Funerals, Cremations, Monuments, Pre-Planning

1.800.372.5421 � Obit Line: 254.559.OBIT
www.morehartmortuary.net

4457

Morehart Mortuary
of Breckenridge & Albany
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211 CR151 • Breckenridge, TX 76424 • 1-800-722-8616

www.turnerseed.com

All Kinds of Native 

Grass Seed, Field Seed, 

Wildlife Seed, and 

Wildfl ower Seed

19926

PROUDLY SERVING BRECKENRIDGE SINCE 1965

254-559-3311 | meltonkitchens.com

1. Is the book of Nathan (KJV) in the Old or New Tes-
tament or neither?

2. Though Paul was born in Tarus of Cilicia, where 
was he brought up? Jerusalem, Shiloh, Jericho, Da-
mascus

3. What 8-year-old boy served as king of Jerusalem 
for 100 days? Shamgar, Jehoiachin, Adino, Sisera

4. From John 5, who stirred up the water at the pool 
of Bethesda? Priest, Angel, Wind, Jesus

5. Who was Jacob’s firstborn as found in Genesis 35? 
Reuben, Ehud, Joshua, Elah

6. From Judges 1, who fed 70 kings at his table? Bena-
iah, Nebuchadnezzar, Adoni-bezek, Mephibosheth

ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 2) Jerusalem, 3) Jehoiachin, 
4) Angel, 5) Reuben, 6) Adoni-bezek

Have changes? 

Need something added? 

Email design@grahamleader.com.

WE  BUY 
Oil, Gas, & Mineral Rights
Both non-producing and producing 

including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

806.620.1422
LOBO MINERALS, LLC

PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408 • LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 855-704-8579  
to schedule your free quote!

the prospect of voting 
on whether to legalize 
horse racing and dog 
racing. She thought 
this to be the height 
of stupidity, claiming 
simply that “the hors-
es will win every time-
-their legs are longer.”

•••
Oh, that  issues loom-

ing today could be set-
tled without voices 
raised, fi sts pounded 
and lawsuits fi led. 

Admittedly, there is 
always the danger of 
over-simplifi cation. 

My brother, Dr. Fred 
Newbury--the scholar 
of our family who has 

taught every year at 
Dallas’ Richland Cam-
pus of the 21 st cen-
tury and the fi nal 27 
years of the 20th cen-
tury--made an obser-
vation about the cur-
rent state of the Dallas 
Cowboys. “At least 
the Cowboys have be-
come consistent,” he 
said. “They’re as bad 
on offense as they are 
on defense.”

•••
Dr.  Newbur y,  a 

speaker in the Metro-
plex, may be reached 
at 817-447-3872; email: 
newbury@speakerdoc.
com. Audio version at 
www.speakerdoc.com.

Voters approve all 17 proposed amendments
Texas voters ap-

proved all 17 constitu-
tional amendments on 
the ballot last week, the 
Houston Chronicle re-
ported. 

Those included mea-
sures to raise the home-
stead exemption and 
reduce property taxes 
for businesses, and to 
provide $1 billion annu-
ally for a statewide wa-
ter fund.

Other propositions 
passed would allow 
judges to deny bail to 
people accused of seri-
ous crimes and create a 
$3 billion dementia re-
search fund.

“This legislative ses-
sion, we delivered the 
conservative victories 
Texans demanded,” 
Gov. Greg Abbott wrote 
in a statement. “And 
this November, Texans 
showed up to enshrine 

them in the Texas Con-
stitution.”

State exceeds 3 
million registered 
businesses

Texas has set a re-
cord high by exceed-
ing 3 million registered 
businesses, Abbott an-
nounced.

“ T h i s  m i l e s t o n e 
shows the true strength 
of the Texas economy. 
Texas is the land of free-
dom and opportunity 
where businesses and 
workers can chart their 
own path to succeed 
and thrive,” he said.

The number of regis-

tered business entities 
in the state has more 
than doubled since 
2015, when 1.4 million 
businesses were regis-
tered.

The total includes 
both businesses incor-
porated in Texas and 
out-of-state entities 
conducting business 
here. The largest classi-
fi cation is in-state, lim-
ited liability companies 
(LLCs). 

•••
Gary Borders is a veter-

an award-winning Texas 
journalist. He published 
a number of communi-
ty newspapers in Texas.

Gary Borders

Capital Highlights

Newbury
Continued from Page 4

different job, a different 
boss, had picked a dif-
ferent career, etc.

Once your attitude 
becomes one of defi -
ciency instead of abun-
dance and apprecia-
tion, you can become 
overwhelmed by feel-
ings of frustration and 
feel like a victim. As this 
happens, a consuming 
vicious cycle starts.

Being bitter or re-
sentful blows situa-
tions out of proportion. 
People who are bitter 
frequently find that 
their situations dete-
riorate and their men-
tal and physical health 

decays.
It’s difficult, if not 

impossible, to achieve 
your goals while you 
are bitter or resent-
ful. Regardless of what 
challenges might befall 
you, bitterness makes 
fi nding solutions much 
more elusive.

There is no point to 
feeling bitter since it 
accomplishes nothing, 
harms you and makes 
things worse. Filling 
yourself with gratitude 
on a daily basis makes 
you feel good, while 
driving out negative 
feelings.

Begin your practice 
of gratitude each morn-

ing as soon as you wake. 
Every day is a great day. 
If you have any doubts, 
try missing one. 

Take inventory of 
everything, no matter 
how small or seeming-
ly insignifi cant, that is 
good in your life.

If it helps, make a 
written list of all things 
you are grateful for. 
Read your list every 
day. As you do this, you 
will build and reinforce 
your attitude of grati-
tude. Don’t waste any 
time with what you feel 
you don’t have. 

Keep things in per-
spective. Consider all 
the people who have 

overcome difficulties 
far worse than yours. 
Don’t be consumed by 
your problems, there 
is always a solution. 
Maintaining an attitude 
of gratitude allows your 
mind to devise a reso-
lution for your circum-
stances.

Make everyday a day 
of Thanksgiving and 
you will be amazed how 
much better your life 
will become.

•••
Bryan is the author of 

“Dare to Live Without 
Limits.” Contact Bryan 
at Bryan@columnist.
com or visit DareToLive-
WithoutLimits.com.

Golden
Continued from Page 4

https://www.breckenridgeamerican.com/
https://www.withoutlimits.com/
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1110 E. Walker St.

Breckenridge, TX 76424

254-559-6979 • w5pharmacy.com

9am–6pm Monday–Friday

HONOR, COURAGE, HONOR, COURAGE, 

COMMITMENTCOMMITMENT

Thank you to all of
those who served.

BRECKENRIDGE
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

#GOBUCKS

30509

Breckenridge ISD

honors and supports

all of our veterans.

T hank you
for your service!

To our men and women in uniform, 

past, present, and future...

Thank you for your service.

1108 W. Walker St.  |  Breckenridge, TX 76424
254-559-5412  |  breckenridgeamerican.com

Breckenridge American

Alex Kielar

news@breckenridgeamerican.com

When Richard Lan-
caster arrived in Viet-
nam on Christmas Day 
1969, he was a newly 
minted buck sergeant 
in the United States 
Army. 

Nearly two years af-
ter being drafted out 
of Monahans, Texas, 
Lancaster would re-
turn home–first to West 
Texas, and then to Ste-
phens County, where 
he has lived ever since. 

Now, as the 55th an-
niversary of his return 

home from Vietnam ap-
proaches this Novem-
ber, Lancaster reflects 
on his time in service, 
the lessons he carried 
home and the life he 
has built in Brecken-
ridge.

From Vietnam to Stephens County

Richard Lancaster recently visited the Arlington National Cemetery in Arlington, 
Virginia which he described as showing that freedom isn’t free, walking through 
and seeing all the veterans who are buried there. 

Contributed Photo

Alex Kielar

news@breckenridgeamerican.com

On the southwest 
corner of the Stephens 
County Courthouse 
lawn, a granite monu-
ment stands as a sol-
emn tribute to the 
county’s veterans–a 
physical record of ser-
vice and sacrifice that 
continues to grow year 
after year. 

The veterans memo-
rial monument, main-
tained for decades by 
Veterans of Foreign 
Wars (VFW) Post 7767 
and its auxiliary, has 
long been the center-
piece of local Memo-
rial Day ceremonies. 
Each year, new names 
are etched into the 
stone to honor local 
veterans who died 
in the previous year. 
Each Memorial Day, 
families gather on the 
courthouse lawn for a 
ceremony that would 
often conclude with 

the sound of Taps 
echoing through the 
square–played by a 
veteran like most no-
tably Dwain “Pops” 

Brannan, who served 
in Vietnam and helped 
close the ceremony for 
years before his own 
death. 

The tradition has 
helped ensure that 
the community re-
members not only 
the wars fought, but 
the individuals who 
served. 

In 2019, a new 
granite stone was 
installed by Brady 
Monument Compa-
ny at a cost of just un-
der $19,000, funded 
through local fund-
raising efforts. As 
space on the origi-
nal stones filled up, 
the addition allowed 
the tradition to con-
tinue. The cost of en-
graving new names 
is calculated per 
character, with sev-
en names added in 
2025 totaling approx-
imately $1,000. 

Until recently, the 
process of gathering 
names and organiz-

Monument of memory
Honoring Stephens County veterans

Richard Lancaster

A veteran points at a name on the Stephens County veterans monument in the 
courthouse lawn following this year’s Memorial Day service Monday, May 26. 
New names are inscribed to the monument each year and honored during the 
annual service.

Photo/Alex Kielar

Alex Kielar

news@breckenridgeamerican.com

When World War 
II erupted, Stephens 
County was among the 
many rural communi-
ties that sent its sons 

and daughters into ser-
vice. 

From Breckenridge’s 
oilfields to the sur-
rounding farms and 
ranches, more than 500 
local residents joined 
the U.S. Armed Forces. 

Their service stretched 
across every branch of 
the military. 

T h e  w a r  e f f o r t 
touched nearly every 
household, with local 
newspapers like the 
Breckenridge Ameri-
can covering the latest 
on enlistments, casual-
ty lists and letters from 
the frontlines. Fami-
lies rationed goods, 
schoolchildren collect-
ed scrap metal and 
churches held prayer 
services for loved ones 
overseas. 

Mi l i tar y  records 
show at least 20 Breck-
enridge men enlisted 

Stephens County’s WWII veterans
Service and sacrifice remembered

See Service, Page 7

James Robert Reed John Michael Lohan Louis Tulane Bass Jr.

Roland Wiley Andrews

See Lancaster, Page 7

See Honor, Page 7

The veterans memorial monument, maintained for 
decades by Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 
7767 and its auxiliary, has long been the centerpiece 
of local Memorial Day ceremonies. 

Photo/Alex Kielar
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Thank you for serving!

200 S. Geneva St. • Breckenridge, TX 76424

254-559-2241

www.smhtx.com
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Morehart Mortuary
of Breckenridge & Albany

1101 W. Walker • Breckenridge, TX 76424 • 254.559.5421
77 N. Main • Albany, TX 76430 • 325.762.3914

Toll Free: 1.800.372.5421 | www.morehartmortuary.net

Thank you,

Stephens County Veterans!

Lancaster’s military 
journey began at Fort 
Bliss in El Paso, where 
he completed eight 
weeks of basic train-
ing followed by eight 
weeks of Advanced 
Individual Training 
(AIT). 

He then underwent 
26 weeks of Non-Com-
missioned Officer in 
Charge (NCOIC) train-
ing– a fast-track lead-
ership program he and 
his fellow soldiers re-
ferred to as the “can-
didate school of shake 
n’ bake.”

“When I went to Viet-
nam, I was a buck ser-
geant,” Lancaster said. 
“I was in there one 
year, 11 months to the 
day I was drafted.” 

His deployment be-
gan in late 1969 and 
ended November 20, 
1970. Two years lat-
er, the Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) 
transferred him to Ste-
phens County, where 
he found a new home 
and community. 

L a n c a s t e r  d e -
scribed Vietnam as 
a place of stark con-
trasts–a country of 
natural beauty and 
deep conflict. 

“It was wet and 
muddy about six 
months out of the 
year and the other 
six months it was 
dry,”he recalled. 

Though trained for 
a specific Military 
Occupational Spe-
ciality (MOS), he was 
reassigned to a spe-
cial unit and took on 
broader responsibil-
ities. Lancaster not-
ed how he was very 
well trained by the 
time he got to Viet-
nam. 

He also spoke can-
didly about the emo-
tional toll of war and 
the culture differenc-
es he encountered. 

“Those people had 

been fighting for 100 
years when we got 
there, so life didn’t 
mean nothing to them,” 
Lancaster said. “I was 
raised differently; I 
was raised by an old 
man, and he kept say-
ing, ‘When the power 
of love overcomes the 
love of power, there 
will be peace.’”

Lancaster comes 
from a long line of mil-
itary service. HIs fa-
ther served as a medic 
in Korea and his grand-
father fought in the 
South Pacific during 
World War II. That leg-
acy shaped his under-
standing of duty and 
sacrifice. 

“We went there, we 
did what we were sup-
posed to do and thank 
God we got to come 
home,” he said. “It 
was a blessing to come 
home.”

Today, Lancaster 
continues to serve his 
community through 
Veterans of Foreign 
Wars (VFW) Post 7767 

in Breckenridge. Each 
Thanksgiving, the post 
provides meals to 100 
to 150 people–primar-
ily widows and close 
family members of de-
ceased veterans in Ste-
phens County. 

It’s a tradition that 
reflects the same 
sense of responsibil-
ity and camaraderie 
that carried Lancaster 
through his military 
service. His story, like 
so many others etched 
into the county’s vet-
erans memorial mon-
ument, is a reminder 
that service doesn’t 
end when the uniform 
comes off.

As Stephens Coun-
ty continues to honor 
its veterans through 
ceremonies, commu-
nity outreach and 
the courthouse mon-
ument, Lancaster’s 
journey from Viet-
nam to Breckenridge 
stands as a testament 
to resilience, reflec-
tion and the enduring 
bonds of service. 

in the Army Air Corps 
alone, a reflection of 
the county’s strong 
contribution to the air 
war. These names, pre-
served in official ros-
ters including at ar-
myaircorpsmusuem.
org, provide a window 
into the scale of Ste-
phens County’s in-
volvement. 

Among those who 
served were:

• James H. Allen, an 
aerial engineer of the 
Air Transport Com-
mand (ATC) in the Unit-
ed States Air Force. 
According to cbi.org, 
he earned two awards 
during his service – an 
Air Medal for 150 flight 
hours and a Distin-
guished Flying Cross 
for 300 hours. 

• William Arnot, a pi-
lot in the (ATC) who 
earned three medals–
Air Medal for 150 flight 
hours, Distinguished 
Flying Cross for 300 
flight hours and Air 
Medal Oak Leaf Cluster 
for 450 flight hours. 

• Frank Collins, a 
member of the 325th 
Fighter Group “The 
Checkertail Clan” who 
earned 21 medals 
during his time of ser-
vice according to re-
cords.

•  James  Dowel l 
served in the 464th 
Bombardment Group 
and earned four med-
als during his time in 
the service. 

• Allen Hall was a 
Glider pilot in the Air 
Commando Group and 
earned an Air Medal 
award for meritorious 
achievement in March 

of 1944. 
• Billy Joplin, a Breck-

enridge native who en-
listed in the Army Air 
Corps. His training pre-
pared him for the dan-
gerous missions flown 
by American bomber 
and fighter crews in 
Europe and the Pacific. 
According to records, 
Joplin served in the 
451st Bombardment 
Group and earned four 
medals throughout his 
service. 

• Edward Meyer, a 
member of the 485th 
Bombardment  and 
was part of the mas-
sive ground campaigns 
that pushed Allied forc-
es across Europe. Re-
cords show he earned 
one medal during his 
service. 

• James Pike, a mem-
ber of the 436th Troop 
Carrier Group and 81st 
Troop Carrier Squad-
ron who earned a first 
bronze oak lead clus-
ter air medal March 31, 
1945. 

•••
Stephens County 

also bore the cost of 
war, with at least 47 
service members from 
the county dying in uni-
form across WWII, Ko-
rea and Vietnam and 
being Gold Star Veter-
ans, according to re-
cords at HonorStates.
org. 

That includes at least 
three servicemen who 
were born in Stephens 
County before their 
families moved prior 
to their enlistment–Rex 
Warren Vanalst (Army 
Air Forces Second Lt.), 
Vernon Paul “Buck” 
Keaton (Marine Corps 
Private) and Louis Tu-

lane Bass Jr. (Navy Lt. 
Junior Grade Pilot). 

There are also six 
gold star veterans bur-
ied in cemeteries in 
Stephens County–four 
in Breckenridge Ceme-
tery, one in Necessity 
Cemetery and one in 
Veal Creek Cemetery 
near Possum Kingdom. 

Breckenridge 
Cemetery:

• John Michael Lo-
han–Army Air Forc-
es Technical Sergeant 
Radio Operator, 441st 
Troop Carrier Group, 
99th Troop Carrier 
Squadron, Air Medal. 

• Roland Wiley An-
drews–Army Sergeant, 
36th Division, 142nd 
Infantry Regiment, Pur-
ple Heart.

• Walter L Cravey–
Army Air Forces Sec-
ond Lieutenant, 24th 
Troop Carrier Squad-
ron.

• Thomas Edward 
Cruse–Navy Petty Offi-
cer, Coxswain, USS Mar-
athon, Purple Heart.

• John Michael Lo-
han–Army Air Forc-
es Technical Sergeant, 
Radio Operator, 441st 
Troop Carrier Group, 
99th Troop Carrier 
Squadron, Air Medal. 

Necessity Cemetery
• John Wesley Hodg-

es III–Army Private 
FIrst Class, 132nd Infan-
try Regiment, Americal 
Division, Purple Heart. 

Veal Creek Cemetery
• James Robert Reed–

Amry Private, 453 Am-
phibious Truck Com-
pany, 116th Infantry 
Regiment, 29th Infantry 
Division, Purple Heart.

Service
Continued from Page 6

Lancaster
Continued from Page 6

The Arlington National Cemetery in Arlington, Virginia where U.S. Army vet-
eran Richard Lancaster recently visited. 

Contributed Photo

ing the ceremony was 
handled by the local 
VFW post. However, 
with the post facing 
challenges in main-
taining the event and 
managing the logis-
tics, Stephens County 
commissioners voted 
in May 2025 to take 
over the process. That 
includes funding the 
engraving, planning 
the Memorial Day cer-
emony and verifying 
the names of veterans 
to be added. 

The changes fol-
lowed concerns raised 
earlier this year when 
several names–in-
cluding the aforemen-
tioned Brannan–were 
not included on the 
monument despite 
having died in 2024. In 
response, the county 
has worked on estab-
lishing a new system 
in collaboration with 
Veterans Services Di-
rector Les Strickland. 

Under  the  new 
process, the county 
has begun receiving 
monthly reports from 
the Texas Veterans 
Commission through 

Strickland, listing de-
ceased veterans. Ver-
ified names are add-
ed to a working list, 
and the commission-
ers have talked about 
aiming to finalize the 
engraving list at least 
45 days before Me-
morial Day each year. 
This is still all un-
official, as the com-
missioners have not 
voted on an official 
process as of yet, just 
holding workshops 
with Strickland. 

As of August 2025, 
the county had com-
piled a list of 17 veter-
ans who died in 2024 
and had not yet been 
added to the monu-
ment. Ten of those 
names had been ver-
ified by the Veterans 
Administration. Some 
applications were 
submitted after the 
deadline, while oth-
ers were still pending 
or declined by fami-
ly members. Howev-
er, the commission-
ers have stated that 
any verified veteran 
who lived in Stephens 
County long-term will 
be added to the monu-
ment unless the family 

provides a valid rea-
son to opt out. 

The final seven 
names on the list–
Thomas Deverle Stan-
ford, George Wayne 
Mayfield, Eddie Rich-
ard Squyers, Don-
ald Paul Rodgers, Sr., 
Larry Don Markham, 
Gary Mike Rogers and 
Jimmy Lee Easter–
have been fully veri-
fied and are set to be 
engraved. 

The county plans to 
continue to hold quar-
terly meetings to re-
view the process and 
ensure accuracy. The 
county also hopes 
to have local funeral 
homes contribute to 
the effort by providing 
tents and chairs for 
the annual ceremony. 

Though the pro-
cess has evolved, the 
purpose remains the 
same: to preserve the 
memory of those who 
served. The monu-
ment, etched with 
names and history, 
stands as a lasting re-
minder of the coun-
ty’s commitment to its 
veterans–past, pres-
ent and future.

Honor
Continued from Page 6

The Veterans Monument on the southwest corner of the Stephens County 
Courthouse lawn has new veteran names inscribed for each Memorial Day for 
those that died the previous year. 

Photo/Alex Kielar

https://www.breckenridgeamerican.com/
https://www.cbi.org/
https://www.morehartmortuary.net/
https://www.smhtx.com/


 

CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS!
CALL US AT 254-559-5412 TODAY!

CLASSIFIEDS
Line Ad Rate:

$15 for 15 words or less

Over 15 words, 50¢ a word

Line Ad Deadlines

9:00 am Thursday
(Classifi ed line ad: an ad that
runs with only words, no box)

Breckenridge American 254-559-5412

GET IT SOLD with a Classifi ed Ad

breckenridgeamerican.com/classifi eds   •   classifi ed@grahamleader.com

EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

Every housing advertisement published in the Breckenridge American is subject to all provisions of the Federal Fair Housing Act.

510 HELP WANTED

Errors & Adjustments: Please check your ad the 
fi rst day that it runs to see that all of the information 
is correct. This will ensure that your ad is exactly what 
you want readers to see. Call us at 254-559-5412 the 
fi rst day if you fi nd an error. We must limit our fi nancial 
responsibilities, if any, to the charge for the space and 
cannot be responsible for incorrect ads after the fi rst 
day of publication.
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650 FOR SALE – FARM & RANCH

SELECTSELECT
from the bestfrom the best

local jobslocal jobs

SELECT
from the best

local jobs

BreckenridgeAmerican.com

IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE

254-559-5412

170 FEED, SEED & GRAIN

4x5 round bales for sale, 
$85. Located on Finis 
Road. Send a text to 
Steve at 940-550-4927.

DON’T DON’T 
FORGET!FORGET!

Classifi edClassifi ed
Ads areAds are

FREE FREE ONLINEONLINE!!
Place your ad 

today & get double 
exposure!

Call us today atCall us today at

254-559-5412254-559-5412

NOW HIRING 
BRECKENRIDGE 

Dairy Queen® Location

ABOVE AVERAGE PAY

MEAL DISCOUNTS

PTO & FLEXIBLE

SCHEDULES FOR 

FULL AND PART TIME.

APPLY TODAY:
www.RichesonDQ.com

Be part of a fun, fast-paced team where 

your smile makes all the difference!

3
0
4
6
1

LEGACY RANCHES • RAW LAND INVESTMENTS

GRAZING LAND • HUNTING RANCHES

WWW.CFRLAND.COM  |  940.549.7700

801 ELM STREET, GRAHAM, TEXAS 76450
15625

Want your business to get noticed? Whether it’s to promote your 

services or to recruit new employees, your local paper can help!

Here are four great reasons to advertise in your community newspaper.

Four great reasons
to advertise in

YOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPER

You’ll boost 
the local economy

By advertising in your 
community newspaper, 

you’ll be supporting 
the local economy. You’ll 
help the papers’ reporters,  
advertising representatives, 

carriers, 
graphic designers, 

copywriters and other 
employees keep their jobs. 
Moreover, you’ll work with 

people who understand 
the local market.

You’ll 
save money

Ad space in a national 
newspaper is much more 
expensive than in a local 

one. Admittedly, your 
message circulates over 
a greater area, but you 

should analyze the 
cost-eff ectiveness: will 

readers really travel 
dozens of miles to visit 

your store? 
By advertising in your local 

paper, you’ll reach your 
target audience directly — 
without breaking the bank!

You’ll reach 
your 

target audience

By advertising in 
your local paper, you’re 

sure to reach your 
customer base — those 

who are from your town 
and surrounding areas! 

Your ad campaigns 
will be highly targeted and 

consequently, 
very eff ective. 

You’ll get 
quality ads

Business owners rarely 
have the time or skills 

necessary to write 
advertising copy, take 
photos and otherwise 

create professional-quality 
ads. By working with your 
local paper, you’ll benefi t 
from the expertise and 

skills of its team members, 
including graphic 

designers, writers, editors 
and ad reps.

1108 W. Walker St. | Breckenridge, TX 76424 | 254-559-5412 | breckenridgeamerican.com

Breckenridge American

Job Title: Wind Technician II - La Casa Wind - Ranger, TX

Requisition ID: 91570

NextEra Energy Resources is one of America’s largest wholesale electricity 

generators, harnessing diverse energy sources to power progress. We deliver 

tailored energy solutions that fuel economic growth, strengthen communities, and 

help customers achieve their energy goals. Ready to make a lasting impact? Take 

the next step in your career with us!

Position Specific Description

Join the nation’s largest infrastructure developer as a Wind Technician at NextEra Energy. 

As a Wind Technician, you will be the critical front-line to ensure the safe and optimal 

performance of all wind farm operations. You will primarily focus on the safe execution 

of field-based equipment maintenance, diagnostics, as well as long-term reliability and 

profitability. Additional duties may include:

• Implementing Operation Safety Policy Instructions, conducting field work in compliance 

with OSHA (Occupational Safety and Health Administration) applicable regulations, 

encourage good employee safety practices, and drive an unparalleled employee safety 

culture

• Participating in Business Lean Six Sigma processes and projects

• Recruiting and developing other technicians for the ongoing development of the team

• Supporting the site manager for all phases of timely safety and environmental reporting, 

financial reporting, and turbine availability

• Collaborating closely with internal NextEra users to develop and implement operation 

focused feedback and solutions for planned and unplanned maintenance, improvement 

projects, development, and financial performance

• Presenting a positive, professional representation of NextEra Energy in the community 

and with the customer

We offer competitive pay, bonus, benefits (including 401k & Pension) and career 

development and advancement opportunities. Relocation benefits may also be available.

We look forward to reviewing your application and are very excited at the prospect of you 

joining our high-performance team!

Job Overview

Employees in this role perform maintenance, troubleshooting, and repairs on wind turbines 

and other associated equipment. Individuals understand the mechanics, including both 

electrical and maintenance of hydraulics, of all wind turbine components. This position 

replaces mechanical and electrical components, understands schematics and uses 

appropriate diagnostic tools. The successful candidate will interpret fault reports, maintain 

power generation reports, service logs in the computer database, and monitor turbine 

performance and SCADA systems.

Job Duties & Responsibilities

• Under general supervision:

• Performs regular preventative maintenance and repair on wind turbine power generation 

equipment

• Completes electrical, electronic, and mechanical troubleshooting

• Maintains all company supplied equipment, facilities and tooling

• Applies basic understanding of the technical and process functions

• Manages own training schedules and meets all training requirements within designated 

time frames

• Able to meet attendance requirements

• Performs other job-related duties as assigned

Required Qualifications

• High School Grad / GED

• Experience: 1.5+ years in a technical field, OR completion of a technical certificate/

degree program

• Valid Driver’s License (NON CDL)

• Ability to climb a wind turbine up to 300 feet

• Post-Offer Functional Capacity Eval

Preferred Qualifications

• Associate’s Degree

NextEra Energy offers a wide range of benefits to support our employees and their eligible 

family members. Visit www.nexteraenergy.com/careers/life-at-nextera/benefits.html to 

learn more.

Apply online at jobs.nexteraenergy.com/job/RANGER-Wind-Technician-II-La-Casa-

Wind-Ranger%2C-TX-TX-76470/1338368600/

Employee Group: Non Exempt

Employee Type: Full Time

Job Category: Technicians - Wind/HV/Solar

Organization: NextEra Energy Operating Services, LLC

Relocation Provided: Yes, if applicable

NextEra Energy is an Equal Opportunity Employer. Qualified applicants are considered for employment without 
regard to race, color, age, national origin, religion, marital status, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
gender expression, genetics, disability, protected veteran status or any other basis prohibited by law.

NextEra Energy provides reasonable accommodation in its application and selection process for qualified 
individuals, including accommodations related to compliance with conditional job offer requirements, 
consistent with federal, state, and local laws. Supporting medical or religious documentation will be required 
where applicable and permitted by applicable law. To request a reasonable accommodation, please send an 
e-mail to recruiting-coordinator.sharedmailbox@nexteraenergy.com, providing your name, telephone number 
and the best time for us to reach you. Alternatively, you may call 1-844-694-4748. Please do not use this line 
to inquire about your application status.

NextEra Energy will not discharge or in any other manner discriminate against employees or applicants 
because they have inquired about, discussed, or disclosed their own pay or the pay of another employee or 
applicant.

However, employees who have access to the compensation information of other employees or applicants as 
a part of their essential job functions cannot disclose the pay of other employees or applicants to individuals 
who do not otherwise have access to compensation information, unless the disclosure is (a) in response to 
a formal complaint or charge, (b) in furtherance of an investigation, proceeding, hearing, or action, including 
an investigation conducted by the employer, or (c) consistent with the contractor’s legal duty to furnish 
information.

https://www.breckenridgeamerican.com/
https://www.breckenridgeamerican.com/classifieds
https://www.richesondq.com/
https://www.cfrland.com/
https://www.breckenridgeamerican.com/
https://www.nexteraenergy.com/careers/life-at-nextera/benefits.html
https://www.jobs.nexteraenergy.com/job/ranger-wind-technician-ii-la-casa
https://www.breckenridgeamerican.com/
mailto:classified@grahamleader.com
mailto:recruiting-coordinator.sharedmailbox@nexteraenergy.com
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POPEYE by Randy Milholland

ENTERTAINMENT

THE SPATS by Jeff Pickering     

OUT ON A LIMB by Gary Kopervas

Look for answers in the Classifieds.

Midweek

Edition

Crossword

800 PUBLIC/LEGAL NOTICES

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS 

H A V I N G  C L A I M S 

AGAINST THE ESTATE 

OF MARION SUE TURNER

O n  N o v e m b e r  5 , 
2025, original Letters 
Testamentary were issued 
to Tracey Harrison by the 
Stephens County Court 
acting in Cause No. 6360, 
styled Estate of Marion 
Sue Turner, Deceased, 
and in which court the 

matter is pending. Tracey 
Harrison now holds those 
Letters Testamentary, 
and administration of 
the estate of Marion Sue 
Turner has commenced.
All persons having claims 
against the estate of 
Marion Sue Turner are 
notified to present those 
claims to Tracey Harrison, 
Independent Executrix 
of the Estate of Marion 

Sue Turner, Deceased, 
b y  and  th rough  he r 
attorney of record, Amy 
P. Bryan, at Amy Bryan 
Law, PLLC, 193 South 
Graham, Stephenville, 
Texas 76401, within the 
time prescribed by law.
DATED the 10th day of 
November, 2025.
Respectfully submitted,
AMY BRYAN LAW, PLLC
193 S. Graham Street
S tephenv i l l e ,  Texas 
76401
T e l e p h o n e :  ( 2 5 4 ) 
965-6203
F a c s i m i l e :  ( 2 5 4 ) 
965-5971
Email: bryan@abryanlaw. 
com
By: /s/ Amy P. Bryan
State Bar No. 00794450

TexSCAN Week of 
Nov. 9-15, 2025

AUCTION

Public Auction  — Flatlanders Services: Garry Metts, 
Sat. Nov. 22, 2025 @ 9:43a.m., 8275 CR 4 Pampa, TX. 
International Crane Truck, ’04 Four Winns Boat, ’80 
T-Top Corvette, Tractor, Ditch Witch, Snap-On Tools, 
oil waste heater & much more. Full listing & pictures on 
Auctionzip.com. Facebook: Cole Wilson Auctioneers. 
Cole Wilson (Lic. #17319) (806) 662-5796. 

CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans feature 
unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For 
more information, call 1-855-493-3803.

ENERGY

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just 
a generator. It’s a power move.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

No more cleaning out gutters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter 
is backed by a no-clog guarantee and lifetime 
transferrable warranty. Call today 1-833-460-3020 
to schedule a FREE inspection and no obligation 
estimate. Get 15% off your entire order. Plus, Military 
& Seniors get an additional 10% off. Limited time 
only. Restrictions apply, see representative for 
warranty and offer details.

MEDICAL

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-
0467 www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

OIL & GAS

We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com. 

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network

184 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

24632

Some officials want to move notices from newspapers to 

government-run websites, where they may not be easily 

found.

Why try to fix 
something that 
isnʼt broken?

U.S. adults read a 

newspaper in print 

or online during 

the week.

2 out of 3 

Keep 

Public 

Notices in 

Newspapers.

When public notices

reach the public, 

everyone benefits.

www.newsmediaalliance.org

700 FOR RENT - APARTMENTS

CONQUISTADOR
APARTMENTS

1101 West Elliott • Breckenridge, TX 76424

254-559-6792

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS

On-Site Laundry • Close to Schools • Quality Affordable

SECTION 8 HOUSING AVAILABLE
— HANDICAP UNIT AVAILABLE —

— COME CHECK US OUT —

TDD# 800-735-2989

This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider/Employer EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

4653

VACANC
IES VACANCIES

Classifieds

Get Results!

Call us 
today at

254-559-5412!

https://www.breckenridgeamerican.com/
https://www.zip.com/
https://www.150plus.com/txpress
https://www.ftc.gov/bizop
https://www.papaya.com/
https://www.newsmediaalliance.org/
https://www.dental50plus.com/txpress
mailto:LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com
mailto:ads@texaspress.com
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Alex Kielar

news@breckenridgeamerican.com

The Lady Bucks 
tipped off their non-dis-
trict home opening 
game against the Gor-
don Lady Longhorns, 
who proved too much 
for them to handle as 
they lost, 58-23. 

The game occurred 
Tuesday, Nov. 11 at the 
Breckenridge ISD Ath-
letic and Fine Arts Cen-
ter, with the visiting 
Lady Longhorns quick-
ly gaining momentum 
that would never waiv-
er. 

Defensively for the 
Lady Bucks, they al-
lowed Gordon shoot-
ers too much space for 
wide open shots, en 
route to the visitors tak-
ing an 18-7 lead after the 
first quarter. 

Scoring for the Lady 
Bucks in the first quar-
ter was Paisley Thibo-
deaux with a two-point 
jumper and Analia Pala-
cios with a layup and 
three free throws. 

The Gordon lead 
nearly doubled in the 
second quarter as 
they would go into 
halftime leading 33-
13. The shotmaking 
continued to be tough 
for the Lady Bucks to 
stop, as the Lady Long-
horns knocked down 
two three-pointers ear-
ly in the quarter and a 
third later on. 

Gordon also had a 
couple of fastbreak 
points off of turnovers, 
as the Lady Bucks had 

trouble keeping pos-
session. 

Thibodeaux record-
ed a rebound and put-
back shot late in the 
quarter, while Preslie 
Malcuit and Neveah 
Johnson each hit fast-
break layups off steals 
for the Lady Bucks’ 
scoring. 

The Lady Bucks 
scored just five points 
in each of the final 

two quarters, getting 
a layup from Ra’Shey 
Losh, one free throw 
from Palacios and a 
jump shot from Malcuit 
in the third quarter as 
they trailed 46-18.

The scoring in the fi-
nal quarter was all on 
behalf of Malcuit, who 
hit two layups–one as-
sisted by Palacios and 
one of two free throw 
attempts after she hit 
the glass for a rebound. 

The final quarter was 
the Lady Bucks’ best 
quarter defensively as 
they allowed 12 points, 
but they were already 
too far behind the eight 
ball to come back. 

Leading the way in 
scoring was Malcuit 
with eight points, fol-
lowed by Palacios with 
six points, Thibodeaux 
with four, Johnson with 
two and Losh with two. 

The Lady Bucks will 
head to Gordon High 
School to participate 
in a tournament Thurs-
day, Nov. 13, with game 
times set for 10:30 a.m. 
and 1:30 p.m. Follow-
ing that, they will host 
the Vernon Lady Lions 
Tuesday, Nov. 18. 

Lady Bucks knocked 
off by Lady Longhorns

Senior Preslie Malcuit hits the ball over the net 
during the opening set of her final match of her career 
Friday, Oct. 24 against Peaster. 

Photo/Alex Kielar

Kamden Tidwell, right, and LaKyla Bartley work for a block at the net against 
Peaster in the Lady Bucks’ final match of the season Friday, Oct. 24. 

Photo/Alex Kielar

Alex Kielar

news@breckenridgeamerican.com

The Buckaroos had 
a successful Senior 
Night as they defeated 
the San Angelo TLCA 
Eagles, 43-0, to close 
out the regular season. 
The final result was 
never in question as 
the Bucks didn’t take 
long to gain momen-
tum and never let their 
foot off the gas. 

In the game that 
took place Friday, Nov. 
7, it only took three of-
fensive plays for the 
Bucks to find the end 
zone. A Hunter Davis 
sack on third down led 
to an Eagles punt in the 
game’s first drive. 

Joseph Juneau com-
pleted a screen pass 
to Ryan Waller, who 
ran into TLCA territo-
ry down to the 40-yard 
line. Jaime Cruz then 
took a handoff and ran 
32 yards to the 8-yard 
line, and on the next 
play ran into the end 
zone. 

The Bucks forced 
another punt, leading 
to another score as 
Juneau found Waller 
wide open deep down-
field, who made the 
catch and ran into 
the end zone for a 60-
yard touchdown. That 
would be the end of 
the first quarter, with 
the Bucks leading 14-0. 

Taking advantage of 
a turnover on downs, 
the Bucks drove back 
down the field and 
scored on a Juneau 
quarterback sneak 
with just over two min-
utes to go in the half. 

Another deep pass 
to Waller had set them 
up, and strong runs by 
Christian Flores and 
Cruz got them deeper 
into Eagles’ territory. 

The Bucks were able 
to get the ball back 
again before half and 
took advantage, with 
Juneau completing a 
pass to Erik Saucedo 
in the left side of the 
end zone for a six-yard 
score. The half end-
ed with Breckenridge 
leading 28-0. 

The opening drive 

of the second half was 
capped off by a four-
yard touchdown run 
by Christian Flores, 
who was leaned on 
for a lot of the drive 
for tough runs. That 
would be the only 
score of the third, as 
the Bucks led 35-0 go-
ing into the final quar-
ter. 

“Wanted to try and 
get that kid in the end 
zone, he’s earned it,” 
coach Casey Pearce 
said. “He’s had a long 
year.”

With under two 
minutes in the game, 
Hayden Mendoza got 
pressure on the SAT-
LCA quarterback, forc-
ing a strip sack which 
was picked up by Da-
vis, who ran it all the 
way back to the end 
zone. 

The extra point 
f o l l o w i n g  t h e 
scoop’n’score was 
b locked,  but  Da -
vis picked it up and 
pushed his way into 
the end zone for the 
two-point conversion. 

“I’m proud for the 

seniors, who’ve been 
through a lot the last 
four years. They’ve 
earned their time and 
they earned what they 
got tonight,” Pearce 
said. “Super proud of 
what they’ve done for 
this program, but it 
doesn’t need to end 
tonight.”

The Bucks will face 
off against the Para-
dise Panthers (9-1, 6-0) 
to begin the playoffs in 
the bi-district round 
Friday, Nov. 14 at 7 
p.m. at Rams Stadium 
in Mineral Wells. 

“We’re gonna have 
to air up the basket-
balls after next Friday. 
We need to figure out 
how to be way more 
physical,” Pearce said. 
“I don’t think we were 
very physical early. I 
think we were a little 
soft thinking that was 
just going to be just a 
roll and do our thing. If 
we can’t get where we 
can stop the run and 
run the football over 
people, it’s going to 
be a long night coming 
next Friday.”

Bucks drop Eagles in 
regular season finale

With the Buckaroo sideline holding its collective breath, Jaime Cruz and Can-
yon Shirley knock down a Hail Mary pass on the final play of a thrilling victory 
for the Bucks over Comanche, 26-22.
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Cooper Wimberly (5) celebrates with Erik Saucedo 
(6) after Wimberly came down with a big 34-yard 
touchdown catch with under a minute to go as the 
Bucks took a 26-22 lead over Comanche.
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Senior Preslie Malcuit hits the ball over the net 
during the opening set of her final match of her career 
Friday, Oct. 24 against Peaster. 
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