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The Pearce family during Media Day 2025, prior to the Buckaroos season. The family is mourn-
ing the loss of Bill Pearce, left, posing with his son Casey, right, and grandson Gunnar, front

and center.

Buckaroo faithful mourns
loss of coach Bill Pearce

Alex Kielar
news@breckenridgeamerican.com

Breckenridge ISD and
the wider Buckaroo com-
munity are mourning the
loss of longtime coach, ed-
ucator and athletic trainer
Bill Pearce, who passed
away Friday, Dec. 26 at the
age of 80.

His absence leaves a no-
ticeable quiet across the
district he served for near-
ly half a century:.

Pearce, born William
Casey Pearce on Aug. 18,
1945, in San Saba County,
built a career in Texas pub-
lic education that spanned
more than four decades. A
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coach, head football
coach, classroom teach-
er and eventually the dis-
trict’s longtime athletic
trainer and consultant.

His familiar stride up
and down the sidelines be-
came part of the rhythm of
Friday nights in Brecken-
ridge, a presence so con-
stant that many said it felt
like he would always be
there.

Those who knew him
describe a coach who
balanced toughness with
fairness, someone who
expected effort and ac-
countability but always

standout student, he grad-
uated as valedictorian
of Richland Springs High
School before earning top
academic honors at Bay-
lor University.

His early coaching and
teaching years took him to
Fort Stockton and later to
Austin, where he worked
as a teacher, coach and
athletic trainer.

Pearce moved to Breck-
enridge in the late 1970s,
joining the Buckaroo
coaching staff and begin-
ning what would become
a lifelong commitment to
the district.

Over the years, Pearce
served as an assistant

See Pearce, Page 2

Coach Bill Pearce, left, at the Buckaroos football scrimmage in Fort Worth before the 2025
season. Pearce passed away Friday, Dec. 26 at the age of 80 and is being remembered and hon-
ored by the community.
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Weekly Local Forecast

The best of show rabbit reserve champion is awarded during last
year’s Stephens County Junior Livestock Show. The 68th annual
show and sale will take place next week at the Stephens County
Ag Center, from Thursday, Jan. 8 through Sunday, Jan. 11.
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Junior livestock
show next week

Alex Kielar
news@breckenridgeamerican.com

Thebarns atthe Stephens
County Ag Center will come
alive next week as local 4-H
and FFA members prepare
to exhibit months of hard
work during the 68th annu-
al Stephens County Junior
Livestock Show and Sale.

For more on the show
schedule, see page 10.

The show will be held
Thursday, Jan. 8 through
Sunday, Jan. 11 at the Ste-

phens County Ag Barn at
145 County Road 245. Ani-
mal validations and entry
dates have been held from
June through December.
The contest is open to all
active 4-H club members
who are nine years old or
are in the third grade on
the day of validations. Addi-
tionally, the contest is open
to active Breckenridge FFA
members who are full-time
students and have not grad-

See SCJLS, Page 7

Graduates of the first annual city of Breckenridge’s Citizens
Academy were honored for completing at least eight of the nine
classes back in October. The city is bringing back the academy

for the second year starting in January.
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Second annual Citizens
Academy begins soon

Alex Kielar
news@breckenridgeamerican.com

The city of Breckenridge
is once again inviting res-
idents to step inside the
workings of local govern-
ment through its second
annual Citizens Academy —
a nine-month journey into
the departments, partner-
ships and people who keep
the city running.

Starting Monday, Jan. 12,
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the academy will meet ev-
ery second Monday eve-
ning through September
14, offering participants a
behind-the-scenes look at
municipal operations.
From finance and public
works to police, fire and an-
imal control, each session
will spotlight a different city
department or communi-
ty partner. Attendees will

See Academy, Page 2
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Obituaries

Johnny Lee Rowe
Aug. 13, 1942 — Dec. 18, 2025

Johnny Lee Rowe, age 83, of Breckenridge, passed
away Dec. 18, 2025 in Breckenridge.

Johnny was born in San Angelo to Joseph William
Rowe and Frances Ivey Rowe on Aug. 13, 1942. He
attended school in various places in the Western
United States, including high school in Van Horn,
Texas. He married Penelope Presley on May 28, 1991
in Clark County, Nevada.

Johnny worked in the gravity magnetic and seis-
mic fields for much of his life, serving as President of Breckenridge Exploration
Co., Inc from the 1980s until his retirement in 2011. Johnny always said he could
not have been successful without his valued employees and co- workers.

He was a veteran, having served in the United States Army. Johnny was a long-
time member of the Masonic Lodge, of which he was very proud.

Johnny was preceded in death by his parents, and a daughter, Jacqueline An-
nette Rowe.

He is survived by his wife, Penelope and a son, Johnny M. Rowe. In addition,
siblings Jody(Dean) Harris, Joe Bill Rowe, and Ronee (A.H.)Bickel. Grandchil-
dren, Heather ( Ryan) Suiter, Jayme Rowe, Jessica (Kirk) Ayers, Joseph W. Rowe.
Great-Grandchildren include Kole McGlothlin, Andrue and Halen La Fleur, Trini-
ty Welch and Stetson Rowe. Additionally, Johnny is survived by one great-great
grandchild, Westin McGlothlin.

Special acknowledgment to our nephew, Scott Presley and his daughters Em-
ily and Sydney for their assistance and support in recent months. Also, our dear
friend Patsy McMullen, wife of Johnny’s beloved friend, Roger.

Johnny’s most cherished hobbies included competitive shooting, serving as a
licensed scuba instructor, along with hunting and fishing. He had a lifetime love
of all things outdoor.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Breckenridge Masonic Lodge
#492 or Shriners Hospitals.

King Hoermann
ﬂpri[ 10, 1941 — Dec. 18, 2025

King Colville Hoermann, 84, passed away Dec. 18,
2025.

King was born April 10, 1941, in Seguin, to Alvin
and Reatha Hoermann. A proud Matador from the
Seguin High School Class of 1959, King went on to
graduate from the University of Texas where he was
president of the Delta Upsilon fraternity. He was a
lifelong Longhorn, cheering especially loudly against
Oklahoma and Texas A&M.

King loved traveling, hunting and fishing, entertaining guests on the grill, and
sharing good music and great stories - if you knew him, you never left hungry!
In Breckenridge, Texas, he worked for Texaco, Environmental Consultants (with
good friend Mike Thornton), and helped launch the environmental program
at Texas State Technical College. He was deeply committed to his community,
serving as a vestry member for St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, president of the
Rotary Club, on the Boards of the Library and Fine Arts Center and the Economic
Development Corporation, and was proud to be recognized as the Chamber of
Commerce’s Citizen of the Year. And who could forget his participation as Nurse
Ratched or one of the Blues Brothers at fundraisers and community events!

He is survived by his wife, Karen Hoermann, with whom he spent 60 wonderful
years of love and laughter; his children, Lindy Sprong (husband Mike Sprong)
and Will Hoermann (wife Kate Hoermann); and his grandchildren, Ben Sprong,
Maggie Hoermann, Jordan Sprong, and Amelie Hoermann.

King will be remembered with love by all who knew his warmth, humor, and
generous spirit. The family will have a private celebration of life at one of his fa-
vorite hill country spots when the wildflowers are in bloom.

Pearce

No services are planned at this time. Cremation services are entrusted to West
Central Texas Cremation, of Abilene.

Academy

Continued from Page 1

hear directly from de-
partment heads, tour
facilities and explore
how city services in-
tersect with organiza-
tions like the Breck-
enridge Chamber of

Commerce, BISD, Ste-
phens County and Sa-
cred Cross EMS.

The program is de-
signed for those who
want to better under-
stand how decisions
aremade, howservices

IF WE DON'T HAVE WHAT YOU WANT,

WE'LL GET IT FOR YOU!

Selling Tun
Since 1978

are delivered and how
different agencies col-
laborate to meet com-
munity needs. Wheth-
er you're a longtime
Breckenridge resident,
alocal business owner,
a high school senior at
BISD or a student en-
rolled at Texas State
Technical College, the
Citizens Academy of-
fers a chance to con-
nect, learn and lead.
Participants will
gain firsthand insight

Continued from Page 1

paired it with genuine
care.

Former students of-
ten recall the same
things: the early morn-
ings, the quiet encour-
agement, and the way
hemadeevery athlete-
from varsity starters to
student trainers- feel
valued. Colleagues say
his influence reached
far beyond sports,
shaping work ethic,
character and confi-
dence in the young
people he worked with.

District leaders
echoed that sentiment
in a message to the
Buckaroo family af-

gesture meant to show
his family just how far
his influence reached.

Clear Fork Bank also
announced it would
light the “B” atop the
building in his hon-
or, a symbol that has
long marked moments
of pride and unity in
Breckenridge. For
many, seeing those
flags and that glow-
ing “B” served as a re-
minder of how deeply
Pearce was woven into
the identity of Bucka-
roo Nation.

Pearce’s legacy also
continues through his
family. He is survived
by his wife, Teeny; his

son and daughter-in-
law, Casey and Moni-
ca; and his grandson,
Gunnar, all of Breck-
enridge. His extended
family includes sib-
lings, nieces and neph-
ews across Texas. His
son Casey followed
him into coaching and
returned to Brecken-
ridgein 2020 as athletic
director and head foot-
ball coach, carrying
forward the same pas-
sion and presence his
father was known for.

Funeral services
were held Tuesday,
Dec. 30 at 10 a.m. at
St. Andrew’s Anglican
Church.

into topics like elec-
tions, parks, water
systems and emer-
gency response, while
building relationships
with city staff, board
members and fellow
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ter his passing, noting
that Pearce embodied
the values BISD strives
to uphold-dedication,
humility and service to
others. They said the
lessons he modeled
daily will continue to
guide the students and
staff who work along-
side him.

In the days following
his passing, the com-
munity found its own
way to honor him. Res-
idents began raising
their green Buckaroo
flags in his memory, a

Samantha Stephens, Bill Pearce, Kennedi Toombs
and Rick Townson, all Breckenridge folks, partic-
ipated in the FCA All Star Football game June 9,
2018 at Shotwell Stadium.

Archive photo
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Obituaries

Brenda Merle

Dahse Smock
Sept. 3, 1950 — Dec. 25, 2025

Brenda Merle Smock, age 75, of Mineral Wells,
passed away peacefully 12:25 a.m. Thursday, Dec. 25,
2025, at at Harris Methodist Hospital in Fort Worth,
surrounded by her loving family. Brenda was diag-
nosed with Burkitt Lymphoma in late June of 2025
and faced her illness with remarkable strength and
determination until the end.

A Celebration of Life honoring Brenda will be held at 2 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 17,
2026, at Rest Yourself River Ranch, 133 Seybold Road, Mineral Wells. The service
will be followed by a catered BBQ dinner and time of fellowship.

Brenda was born Sept. 3, 1950, in Mathis, and raised in the Orange Grove area,
the daughter of Henry John Dahse and Merline Koenig Dahse. She attended Or-
ange Grove Schools from first through twelfth grade, graduating high school
in 1969. Growing up, Brenda worked in the fields with her family, helped with
their laying hen operation, and was actively involved in 4-H, band, and school
activities—early signs of the strong work ethic and servant’s heart she carried
throughout her life.

She attended Bee County Junior College from 1969 to 1971, then transferred to
Texas State University in San Marcos, where she earned her degree in education
in 1973, with endorsements in elementary and kindergarten education. Brenda
began her career as an educator in Breckenridge, Texas, where she helped estab-
lish the kindergarten program and taught for two years.

In July of 1973, Brenda married Richard Smock of San Antonio. Together they
made their home in Breckenridge, where they raised their family. Brenda ended
her teaching career in 1979 to stay home and devote herself to raising her chil-
dren. Never one to sit still, she soon began sewing for the public and baking pies
for the Village Inn Restaurant on Hubbard Creek Lake.

In 1980, Brenda and Richard opened Smock’s Garden Center on Walker Street
in Breckenridge. After a devastating flood in 1984, the business was rebuilt at a
new location on the west side of town, where it flourished. Brenda owned and
operated Smock’s Garden Center from 1980 to 1995, running a thriving nursery
and employing many Breckenridge High School students over the years. In 1992,
she expanded her entrepreneurial spirit by opening a floral and gift shop, which
soon led to the start of her catering business—first serving civic clubs and even-
tually the public with popular noon buffets.

While living in Breckenridge, Brenda was deeply involved in the Stephens
County 4-H program, the Garden Club, and numerous civic organizations. She
was a devoted supporter of young people, faithfully driving them to stock shows,
sporting events, and other activities—never missing a game, match, or show.

In the fall of 1992, Brenda’s life took a challenging turn when her son, Steven
Henry Smock, was diagnosed with pituitary cancer. For two years, she set aside
her businesses to care for him at Scott & White Hospital in Temple. During that
time, Brenda also cooked meals for families staying at the Ronald McDonald
House, offering comfort and nourishment to others even while walking her own
difficult path. Her daughter, Stephanie Smock Renfro, helped manage the family
businesses during her junior and senior years of high school.

In 1995, following Steven’s remission, the passing of her mother, Merline
Dahse, and her divorce, Brenda continued running her catering business in
Breckenridge until 2002, when she relocated her business to the Mineral Wells
area, where she would live until her passing.

From 2003 to 2009, Brenda partnered with a friend to manage bookkeeping
for The Chilton Company, a construction business in the Austin area. With the
help of her son-in-law, Justin Renfro, the company grew significantly, building
more than 75 homes per year as an independent contractor for Toll Brothers and
Mercedes Homes throughout the Austin and San Antonio markets.

In 2009, Brenda faced another life-altering challenge when her son Steven suf-
fered a traumatic brain injury from a fall at the Houston Livestock Show, resulting
in his use of a wheelchair. Brenda became his devoted caregiver, a role she em-
braced with unwavering love and resilience.

In 2011, Brenda reignited her passion for cooking and service by restarting her
catering business, which continued to flourish until the very end of her life. Serv-
ing others was truly her calling. Her catering took her across North, South, and
West Texas, with a special focus on Parker, Palo Pinto, Erath, and Stephens Coun-
ties. Through her work, she formed many cherished friendships and touched
countless lives.

Brenda had a deep love for the outdoors and a true passion for traveling, much
like her father. She loved seeing the country, fishing, hunting, and visiting new
cities whenever she had the opportunity. Whether it was a road trip across Texas
or exploring somewhere new, Brenda found joy in the journey itself. Those ad-
ventures fed her adventurous spirit and gave her countless stories she loved to
share with family and friends.

Brenda'’s greatest joy was her family—especially her role as “Grandma” to her
grandsons, Kase and Kade Renfro, born in 1999 and 2001. They were her world.
She never missed a stock show, football game, school function, or church event,
often loading Steven and his wheelchair into the vehicle in the early morning
hours to be wherever her boys needed her. Her passions included caring for
Steven, serving others, cattle and cattle shows, gardening, her businesses, and
watching high school and college football.

Brenda was preceded in death by her parents, Henry and Merline Dahse, and
her brother-in-law, Danny Williams.

She is survived by her daughter, Stephanie Renfro and husband Justin; her
son, Steven Smock; her grandsons, Kase and Kade Renfro; her sister, Sara Wil-
liams; nieces and nephews Kim Williams Poe and husband Chris of Austin; Jason
Williams and wife Stephanie of San Antonio; Katie Williams Vincent and husband
Chase of LaVernia; Jesse Beckett and wife Maureen of Austin; Charles Smock and
wife Brittney of New Braunfels; Lauren Smock Flippin and husband Brian of Kyle;
along with numerous great-nieces, great-nephews, and many cousins from the
Dahse and Koenig families.

Bill Pearce
Aug. 18, 1945 — Dec. 26, 2025

Bill Pearce, beloved father, coach, mentor, and life-
long educator, passed away Dec. 26, 2025, leaving
behind a legacy defined by service, integrity, and an
unwavering belief in young people.

For more than four decades, Bill devoted his life to
Texas athletics and education. He served as an active
football coach for 33 years, followed by 25 additional
years of continued service as an athletic consultant
and athletic trainer at Breckenridge High School.
Coaching was never just a profession for Bill—it was a calling. He believed deeply
in the power of discipline, hard work, and character, and he modeled those val-
ues daily for his players, fellow coaches, and students.

Known for his calm presence, steady leadership, and unbiased wisdom, Bill
became a trusted mentor to generations of young coaches entering the profes-
sion and to head coaches navigating the challenges of leadership. His work ethic,
compassion, and high expectations helped revive and sustain athletic programs,
most notably at Breckenridge ISD, where his influence kept the Buckaroo Spirit
strong and competitive.

Bill's impact reached far beyond wins and losses. He understood that coach-
ing was about shaping lives, not just athletes. Countless former players and
colleagues carry his lessons with them—Iessons about accountability, persever-
ance, humility, and doing things the right way. His contributions to education
and the coaching profession touched communities across Texas and reflected
the very best ideals of high school athletics.

Above all, Bill was a devoted husband, father, proud grandfather, and family
man. He took immense pride in his grandson, Gunnar, and the lives they built,
leading by example and encouraging him—and everyone around him—to “go
out and attack the day and make it better” He loved his time outdoors with Gun-
nar and his many favorite bird dogs who accompanied them on walks and hunts
at the deer lease, Sally’s, or the Thompson properties. These two spent countless
hours casting, shooting, talking football, baseball, and track, and most impor-
tantly thinking up the next adventure. He never grew tired of answering G's ques-
tions and delving into deep conversations about who knows what. These two
had the best times of their lives together.

His influence was felt not only on the field and in the classroom, but at home,
where his guidance, love, and quiet strength were constants to his family.

Bill was a member of the Masonic Lodge of Texas, where he served as Deputy
Grand Master from 1985-86, and of the Scottish Rite Bodies from 1984 to the
present. He also served St. Andrew’s Anglican Church in multiple capacities on
the church vestry throughout the years. He was a lifetime member of the THSCA,
NATA, and SWATA, serving on the THSCA Board of Directors from 1993-1995, and
was named the 2003 THSCA Athletic Trainer of the Year.

Bill was born William Casey Pearce on Aug. 19, 1945, in San Saba. He grew up
in Richland Springs, with his siblings and parents, H.E. Casey and Irene Hopkins
Pearce. He graduated valedictorian of his class in 1963 and went on to attend
and graduate Summa Cum Laude from Baylor University in 1967. While attend-
ing Baylor, he served as a student assistant in the athletic training department.
Upon graduation, he chose the education and coaching profession, taking his
first coaching position at Ft. Stockton in 1967. While coaching and teaching in
Ft. Stockton, he met and married his wife of 56 years, Teeny Pearce. They were
married on Aug. 15, 1969, in San Angelo. He finished his time in Ft. Stockton as
Athletic Director and Head Football Coach. After leaving Ft. Stockton in 1974,
Bill, Teeny, and Casey moved to Austin, taking a position at Austin High School,
where he served as a teacher, coach, and AISD lead Athletic Trainer. In 1977, Bill
moved his family to Breckenridge, where he became an assistant coach and ath-
letic trainer. Over the next 48 years, Bill served BISD in multiple capacities. Athlet-
ic Director and Head Football Coach 1981-1984, assistant coach from 1977-1980
& 1985-2001, high school assistant principal 1988-1991, and 2001-present as the
BISD contract athletic trainer and athletic consultant. He was a lifelong educator
and took much pride in BISD’s direction and goals.

He was preceded in death by his parents, father, H.E. Casey Pearce, and mother,
Irene Hopkins Pearce of Richland Springs; and sister, Marilyn Pearce of Richland
Springs.

Bill is survived by his wife, Lilla “Teeny” Pearce, his son Casey and wife Monica,
and his grandson Gunnar, all of Breckenridge. Sister, Patty Ratliff and husband
Mickey of Lubbock; nieces, Bonnie Shahan and Joli Gray; nephew, Mathew Ratliff;
brother, Frank Pearce and wife Cydney of Richland Springs; niece Paige Moats;
and brother, Raymond “Cubby” Pearce and wife Teresa of Richland Springs; neph-
ew, Jacody Sealy.

To those who knew him, Bill Pearce will be remembered as a man of principle,
service, and heart—a coach and teacher who cared deeply, a mentor who gave
freely, and a father whose legacy lives on through the many lives he shaped. His
impact will be felt for generations, and the Spirit of the Buckaroo will live through
his legacy of expectations of service, pride, and toughness.

A Requiem Mass was held Tuesday, Dec. 3, at 10 a.m. at St. Andrew’s Anglican
Church in Breckenridge, followed by burial in the Richland Springs Cemetery. The
visitation was held at 6 p.m. Monday, Dec. 2, at Morehart Mortuary in Brecken-
ridge. In lieu of flowers, the family asks that donations be made to St. Andrew’s
Anglican Church and Buckaroo All-Sports Booster Club, honoring Bill’s lifelong
commitment to his church, education, and athletics.

Five big moves from
the Legislature in 2025

The family wishes to thank all who have reached out through calls, texts, and
social media. Your love, prayers, and words of comfort have meant more than

you know.

In lieu of flowers, the family respectfully requests that memorial donations be
made to the Ronald McDonald House Charities of Temple, in honor of Brenda’s
compassion and the care she shared with families during their time there.

Online database displays
state local bond, tax projects

Thomas Wallner
editor@grahamleader.com

The Texas Comptrol-
ler’'s office launched
a resource which will
provide access to cur-
rent and historical in-
formation on local
government bonds,
voter-approved tax
rate elections and oth-

er projects.

The Local Govern-
ment Bond, Tax, and
Project Transparency
Database was a part of
the House Bill 103 in
the 89th Texas Legis-
lature which sought to
increase transparency
and accountability in
local fiscal decisions.

The bill requires the

comptroller to main-
tain the database with
historical data on
bonds and bond-re-
lated information that
each Texas taxing unit
issues.

Taxing units are re-
quired to submit his-
torical data by Jan. 1,

See Database, Page 7

The Texas Legisla-
ture made a host of ma-
jor decisions in 2025,
as The Dallas Morning
News reported. Here
are the highlights:

e Homeowners re-
ceived a break on
their property taxes
after approving a pro-
posed constitutional
amendment in Novem-
ber. The homestead
exemption was in-
creased to $140,000
from $100,000. People
65 and older were given
an additional $60,000
exemption on top of
that.

e A major public
school funding bill was
passed, pumping $8.5
billion into raises for
teachers and support
staff and additional op-

Gary Borders

Capital Highlights

erational funding. Law-
makers also approved
a statewide school
voucher plan with $1
billion in initial fund-
ing. Eligible families
can use public funds
for private schools.

e The Texas Lottery
Commission was abol-
ished, with oversight
moved to the Depart-
ment of Licensing and

Regulation. Online tick-
et sales were banned,
as were courier ser-
vices.

e After devastating
floods in the Hill Coun-
try, especially along
the Guadalupe Riv-
er, killed at least 135
people, lawmakers
approved funding to
strengthen flood warn-
ing systems, expand
river and rainfall gaug-
es, and speed updates
to flood-risk mapping.

Warm, dry holiday
weather elevates
wildfire risk

Texas A&M Forest
Service is warning that
unseasonably dry and
warm weather condi-
tions are raising the

See Highlights, Page 7


https://www.breckenridgeamerican.com/
mailto:editor@grahamleader.com

OPINION

Often, I believe, writ-
ers spend too much
time on the “what was”
and “what will be” in-
stead of the “what is.”

[ admit to such whim-
pering occasionally,
and this time, make no
promises to do better,
but I'll try.

Keepinmind,though,
that my promises--if
golf shots--typically
veer off to both the left
and right, perhaps no
closer to the hole than
when teed up.

Like golf, life isn’t a
straight-down-the-mid-
dle fairway...

[ X X ]

So, ['’m but
“semi-promising” on
most topics as this col-
umn enters its 24th
year.

It remains a joyful
project with final word-
ing and punctuation of
each improved by the
sharp eyes of a hand-
ful of “pre-readers,” all
valued.

In 2026, [ hope some
observations will be
helpful, and I'm pretty
sure [ won’t pass along
any “can’t miss” reci-
pes. [ shared one long
ago, and it was a di-

Don Newbury

Idle American

saster.

Better ones are found
on the label of grocery
items.

(A couple of ingre-
dients were omitted,
two others mistakenly
measured and the rec-
ommended baking tem-
perature way off.)

In this year’s final
piece, however, | want
to mention two blog-
gers who are seriously
devoted to writing, and
whose topics each time
make me want more,
knowing that “more”
awaits in their next
writing cycle...

[ X X J

Both are unashamed-
ly Christians, regularly
providing challenges to
make the rest of us who
claim to be followers of

www.breckenridgeamerican.com

The greatest among us...

Christ better ones.

One is Clint Hurdle,
a former major league
baseball player for a
decade and in manage-
rial and coaching roles
for an additional quar-
ter-century or so.

All told, he has been
associated with five
major league baseball
teams.

A great communi-
cator, he writes daily
blogs, as well as pass-
ing along favorites of
others he has perused
along the way.

He began with a doz-
en email recipients
more than a decade
ago, and today he has
more than 7,000 follow-
ers. It is simple to sign
up for his free blog at
clinthurdle.com...

[ X X ]

Melissa (Mrs. Chad)
Edgington isn’t a base-
ball authority, but in
the prose world, is in
a league of her own. |
much admire her “jug-
gling” of activities/
schedules/family mat-
ters in Olney, a small
northwest Texas town
where her husband is a
minister.

Married for 26 years,

the Edgingtons’ lives
have included his lead-
ing arock band in Nash-
ville, then “lawyering”
for the Wagstaff Law
Firm in Abilene before
he became an East Tex-
as music minister, and
finally, Senior Pastor
of Olney First Baptist
Church.

(Though still practic-
ing law, it’s much on the
back burner.)

A stay-at-home mom
and mother of four
children, Melissa is a
former English teach-
er “hooked” on writ-
ing. Several years ago,
she decided to write
“something” every day.
That “something” has
become an inspiration-
al blog called “Your
Mom Has a Blog,” and
she writes when she
has time. Several thou-
sand recipients look
forward to her free
emails. To sign up, sim-
ply click YES at her
website, yourmomhas-
ablog.com...

[ XX J

She writes what she
feels, sometimes with
seasonal topics, but al-

See Newbury, Page 5

New Year’s Resolutions:
Super Success Strategies

Almost 90% of Amer-
icans will make at least
one New Year’s resolu-
tion.

Less than 20% will
succeed in accomplish-
ing even one.

The beginning of the
year is a great time for
life improving resolu-
tions.

Common resolutions
include losing weight,
givingup smoking, main-
taining a budget, saving
money, finding a bet-
ter job, getting health-
ier, becoming more or-

ganized, and spending
more time with family.

Whatever your reso-
lutions, here are some
specific strategies to
help you succeed.

First and foremost is
to take the first step,
which is to start. With-
out action, there will be
no success. Action cre-
ates results. Intention
alone will not work.

Have written goals
stating what you want
to accomplish. If you
want to lose weight,
howmuchand bywhen?

If you want to live with-
in a budget, what is the
amount? If you want to
continue your educa-
tion, what school will
you go to and which
classes will you take?
Take small but con-
sistent steps. Habits
are formed by frequent
repetition over time.
Change occurs by the
same process. A resolu-
tionis not all or nothing.
Partial change is okay.
Any progress in the
desired direction, re-
gardless of how small,

Ve

The Breckenridge American offers local readers an opportunity to share their opin-
ions on community topics and issues of public importance. Mail or deliver letters
to the office at 114 E. Elm Street in Breckenridge, or e-mail letters to editor@breck-
enridgeamerican.com. The deadline is 5 p.m. Friday for the midweek edition. Let-
ters that do not meet the deadline will not be printed in the paper. Letters must be
submitted by the author/signee, and not by a third-party on behalf of the author/
signee. Letters must contain the author’s first name, last name, complete address,
and telephone number. Only the writer's name and title of the letter, as appropriate,
will be published with the letter. Names cannot be withheld. Letters from any can-
didate who is actively running for any political office will not be published. Writers
may submit letters of up to 500 words. Letters are not guaranteed to be published
in the next edition, but every effort to do so will be made. Unverified letters and let-
ters containing personal attacks the newspaper deems to be of a libelous nature
will not be published. In any event, the newspaper reserves the sole discretion to
decide whether or not a reader submission will be published. All letters and col-
umns featured on the Opinion Page are the views of the authors and do not reflect
the views of the Breckenridge American.
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Bryan Golden

is a success. Accom-
plishing aresolutionis a
process, not a one-time
effort.

Positive goals are
more effective than neg-
ative ones. Rather than
saying you will eat less,
resolve to have a health-
ier diet.

Instead of spending
less time at work you
can endeavor to spend
more time at home.

Bad habits can’t just
be eliminated; they
have to be replaced by
good ones.

Identify potential ob-
stacles so they don’t
surprise you. If you
experience a setback,
don’t give up. Don’t
blame yourself if you
stumble.

Failure only occurs
when you stop trying.
Difficulties are an op-
portunity tolearn. If you
slide backwards, get
back on track, get back
in gear, and resume
your progress.

Don’t keep your plans
a secret.

Develop a support
system utilizing friends
and family. Visualize
how great you will feel
as you succeed. Take
credit for all accom-
plishments. It doesn’t
matter if your prog-
ress is slower than you
would like.

Don’t try to change
too many things at once
or you risk becoming
overwhelmed and dis-
couraged.

You can have a long
list of resolutions so
long as you realize all
of the items don’t have
to be addressed simul-
taneously.

See Golden, Page 5
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A tremendous
year for Texas
agriculture

As we close out
this year and look
toward the next, it’s
appropriate to re-
flect on the incred-
ible progress we've
made for Texas at
the Texas Depart-
ment of Agriculture
(TDA).

Texans are known
for hard work, grit,
and a love for the
land that feeds and
clothes the world.
This year, that spir-
it was on full dis-
play. We focused on
real results for real
Texans. This year
was not without its
road bumps. To put
it bluntly, this year
gave Texas agricul-
ture challenge af-
ter challenge. This
has been one of the
toughest stretches
in recent memory
for Texas agriculture
producers. Farmers
and ranchers across
the state faced rising
input costs, global
market disruptions,
and lingering infla-
tion brought on by
the Biden adminis-
tration.

Texas Gulf sea-
food continues to
combat devastating
trade imbalances.
We’ve had a farm bill
that needs updating,
leaving our produc-
ers with out-of-date
support and crop
coverage. That’s just
astart.It’s alonglist.

Despite these
headwinds, Texas
agriculture rose to
the challenge with
new innovations
and record crops.
Through it all, the
Texas Department of
Agriculture worked
tirelessly alongside
our producers, ad-
vocating for their in-
terests and ensuring
they had the tools
and support need-
ed to keep feeding,
clothing, and fueling
the world.

There are sever-
al key victories to
celebrate. One of
our most significant
roles was in standing
up and protecting
Texas livestock and
crops from serious
biosecurity threats.
From invasive pests
to dangerous animal
and plant diseases,
the Texas Depart-
ment of Agriculture
worked tirelessly to
find solutions. We
faced the Cotton Jas-
sid, Rice Delphac-
id, Citrus Greening,
Equine Herpesvi-
rus, Pasture Mealy-
bug, Red Flour Bee-
tle, and New World
screwworm, to
name a few. It’s an-
other long list that
we’ve faced head-
on that would have
had devastating con-
sequences for our
ranchers and for our
national food supply
if left unchecked.

Thankfully, Texas

Sid Miller
——
Texas Ag Commissioner

farmers and ranch-
ers know that when
the stakes are high,
they can count on
us to have their
backs. That is why
we strengthened our
vital biosecurity en-
forcement, worked
hand in hand with
the Trump admin-
istration and our
state partners, and
responded quickly
to deliver the public
key information. We
remained vigilant,
and [ am proud to
say that Texas has
led the nation in bi-
osecurity response.

When foreign na-
tions failed to hon-
or their obligations
and left our produc-
ers without precious
water, or when disas-
ters struck and dam-
aged vital infrastruc-
ture, our agency
stood firmly behind
Texas agriculture.

To combat ongo-
ing failed water de-
liveries, I issued an
unprecedented ex-
ecutive order giving
Texas farmers and
ranchers the green
light to tap into the
Rio Grande River for
much-needed irriga-
tion.

Water that at the
time would have
otherwise gone to
waste washed into
the Gulf of America.
We also responded
swiftly by expedit-
ing 1944 Water Trea-
ty grant applications
and mobilizing ag-
gressive fundraising
efforts through our
STAR Fund.

Time and again,
we were there to
help Texas produc-
ers recover, rebuild,
and get back on their
feet. Our nutrition
programis oneof our
greatest responsibil-
ities, and among our
proudest achieve-
ments. Texas is lead-
ing the nation in en-
suring children and
senior communi-
ties receive healthy
meals through our
Farm Fresh Network
and school nutrition
partnerships. We
work with schools
to ensure that kids,
when they are at
school, are given
nutritious, healthy
fuel to help them
learn and grow. We
also fought hunger,
expanding support
for food banks. And
we’'ve continued to
fight fraud and mis-
use of state and fed-

See Miller, Page 5
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Continued from Page 4

ways on target, under-
scoring whoever first
said that “life is what
happens to us while
we’re making other
plans.”

Bottom line, she’s
a “serious” Erma
Bombeck. If you were
in a household where
many of the conversa-
tions include remem-
brances of a rock band
in Nashville, a court-
room in wherever, pas-
tor (and wife) in a small
town church and rear-
ing children— seeming-
ly from here to eter-
nity--you, too, might
have plenty of column
fodder.

(Their children-Ad-
elade, 20, Sawyer, 17

Golden

and Emerald, 13-now
have a little sister, Ivy
Joy, who has been a
part of the Edgington
family since she was 11
weeks old, and official-
ly “theirs” since 2024.
She’s now age four.)
Initially, Melissa
“blogged” for her chil-
dren, saying, “When my
faceisonlyamemory....
when [ want them to be
able to ‘read’ me....for
my words to come to
them inlessons, as gen-
tle whispers from God,
as instruction and en-
couragement.”
She’s a favorite in the
Olney Enterprise, and,
thanks to blogging, her
wonderful words of en-
couragement and inspi-
ration have no limits...

Continued from Page 4

Each accomplish-
ment can be followed by
another. Change can be-
gin at any time, not just
on January 1. Believe in
yourself and your abili-
ty to change.

Change can feel dif-
ficult, uncomfortable,
or painful, but you can
do it.

Become determined
to succeed. Don’t pro-
crastinate. Although
doing nothing is often
an appealing alterna-
tive, it leads to frustra-
tion.

Each day is a new op-
portunity to work on
your resolutions. If you
were successful yester-
day, fantastic, keep go-
ing. If yesterday was a
disappointment, today
is anew chance to make
progress. Replace the
word “try” with “will.”
Do whatever it takes to
get theresults youwant.

[ XX ]

Bryan is the author of
“Dare to Live Without
Limits.” Contact Bryan at
Bryan@columnist.com
or at DareToLiveWith-
outLimits.com.

Continued from Page 4

eral nutrition dollars.
Making sure Texans are
fed is sacred work, and
we take that duty seri-
ously.

Thiswasalsoabanner
year for our GO TEXAN
program. More produc-
ers and agribusiness-
es than ever are dis-
playing the GO TEXAN
mark, and we've seen
a nearly 20% increase
in membership this
year. More stores and
restaurants are sourc-
ing Texas-grown prod-
ucts. And more fami-
lies are choosing our
products at checkout.
Even as State Fair lost
nearly half a million vis-
itors this year, our GO
TEXAN Pavilion, spon-
sored by Southwest
Dairy Farmers, didn’t
miss a beat.

Our local and glob-
al outreach campaigns
helped Texas farmers
and ranchers connect
directly with consum-
ers in new and mean-
ingful ways. Whether

it’s across the street at
H-E-B or on the shelves
in South Korea, our
mission is to get Texas
products into every ex-
panding market. From
Texas wine to Texas
honey, from our cattle
producers to our spe-
cialty crop growers, GO
TEXAN continues to
shine as the gold stan-
dard for supporting lo-
cal agriculture and the
best of Texas products.

The Texas State Of-
fice of Rural Health at
the Texas Department
of Agriculture also de-
livered meaningful re-
sults for rural commu-
nities across the state
this year.

Our office has ex-
panded access to care
by providing techni-
cal assistance, grants,
and operational sup-
port to rural hos-
pitals, clinics, and
healthcare providers,
helping them recruit
and retain medical
professionals, mod-
ernize facilities, and

Jim's Metal Roof Coatings

Licensed and Insured

All of our coatings protect and make your building look beautiful.

Statewide Service

°ASPHALT SHINGLE ROOF COATINGS

remain financially vi-
able.

TDA earned national
recognition for improv-
ing the quality of care
in rural critical access
hospitals through our
Flex Program, reflect-
ing a strong commit-
ment to accountability
and patient outcomes.
Through these efforts,
TDA has strengthened
and better equipped ru-
ral healthcare to serve
Texans where access to
care matters most.

Across every cor-
ner of this state this
year, Texas agriculture
proved once again why
it remains the back-

bone of our nation.
This has been a year
of action, innovation,
and results. But we are
not slowing down. Next
year will bring new
challenges and new op-
portunities, and TDA
will be ready.

Texas farmers and
ranchers feed the
world. They deserve
a Department of Ag-
riculture that fights
for them, and that is
precisely what we de-
livered this year. The
future of Texas agricul-
ture is the boldest and
grandest in the world,
and we have more to
accomplish together.

Grand Alaskan
Cruise & Tour

12 DAYS INSIDE CABIN
STARTING AT $3,549 $3,299°*

BASED ON JUL 8, 2026
DEPARTURE

CALL US: 1-877-741-0071

*Per person based on double occupancy & includes tax service/gov't fees.
Ask your Travel Consultant for terms & conditions. Add-on airfare with
transfers available for most major gateways.

FLAT DECK ROOF COATINGS

LEAK REPAIR « BIN TOPS « ROOFING (METAL/GALVANIZED)

PAINTING

METAL BUILDING (STEEL OR ALUMINUM) « HOUSE (EXTERIOR)

Call your local contractor, Jim's Metal Farm Coatings at

(325) 436-4039 (469) 315-0002

0il, Gas, & Mineral Rights

Both non-producing and producing

including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

806.620.1422

LOBO MINERALS, LLG

PO Box 1800 « Lubbock, TX 79408 « LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com
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1. For possible New Year’s resolutions, Proverbs 16:3 says,
“Commit thy works unto the Lord, and thy thoughts shall be
_____ ” Resolved, Established, Directed, Bountiful
2. Likewise, Psalm 37:5 instructs us to “Commit thy way
unto the Lord; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to
_____ . Nurture, Pass, Action, Light
3. From which book’s 29:11 does the Lord declare plans to
prosper you, thoughts of peace to give you hope and a future?
Leviticus, Ezra, Nehemiah, Jeremiah
4. 2 Corinthians 5:17 and Galatians 2:20 are among the
verses to focus on what in a new year? Blessings, Moving for-
ward, Grace, Church attendance
5. In which month of the religious calendar did the new year
begin in the Bible? 3rd, 5th, 7th, 9th
6. From James 1:5, what may one lack, and if they ask God, it
shall be given? Love, Wisdom, Truth, Goals
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FEArURfs FROM THE BIRF

SCRIPTURE

Zginphehzd s Duughfer's Ir\herlfnﬂce
Numbers 27

Zelophehed, of the fribe of Manasseh, died and his five daughters came before Moses,
Eleazar the priest, the leaders and the whole assembly, They reported that their father
had died and left no sons and asked why his name should disappear from his clan just
because he had no son. They requested that they be given property among their fathers
relatives.

Moses presented the situation to the
Lord and expressed his belief that the
girls were right in their thinking. ﬁ'_\

The Lord instructed Moses to write it down".
as a legal requirement that, *If a man dies "
and leaves no son, turn his inheritance
over to his daugh‘rer If he has no

daughter, give his inheritance to his

brothers. If he has no brothers, ‘J
give his inheritance to his father's

brothers. If his father had no  {
brothers, give his inheritance to [\
the nearest relative in his clan, that)
he may possess it. This is to be a'y
legal requirement for the Isr'u?.lltes
as 'rhe LORD commanded Moses 4
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ANGLICAN
St. Andrews Anglican Church
200 North Easton, 254-559-3172
Donald Sackett, Priest
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Christian Fellowship Church
810 E. Elm, 254-559-8436
Tom Moore, Min.

La Hermosa Assembly of God
909 Jeanette St., 254-559-7329
Raul Duran, Min.
BAPTIST
Bethany Baptist
1911 W. Walker, 254-559-5083
Don Bearden, Min.
Bethel Baptist
804 S. James, 254-559-2072
Clarence Holliman, Min.
Calvary Baptist
401 S. Camden, 254-559-7364
Dan Nelson, Min.
Crystal Falls Baptist
FM 578, Crystal Falls
Danny Lee, Min.
Eliasville Baptist
Eliasville
Wayne Peters, Min.

First Baptist Church
301 S. Rose, 254-559-2295
Andy Rodgers, Min.

First Baptist Church of Woodson
Woodson, Jeremy Smith, Min.
Gunsight Baptist
Hwy. 183 S., 254-559-1620
Rex Boggs, Min.

Mount Olive Baptist
518 S. Dunnigan, 254-559-2500
Gregory Morris, Sr., Min.
Necessity Baptist

7150 C.R. 144, Caddo, 254-559-6775,

John Kinman, Pastor
New Hope Baptist #3
FM 717, Ranger, 817-964-6501
Ronny Guess, Min.

Rose Avenue Baptist
702 N. Rose Ave., 817-724-4047
Russell Brock, Pastor
Trinity Baptist
36 CR 327, 254-559-7405
Pastor Herman (Butch) Hinkle, Jr.
BIBLE
Lord’s Old-Time Gospel
West Elliott, 254-559-8051
The Church of Breckenridge
405 Sunset, 254-559-9790
CATHOLIC
Sacred Heart Catholic
208 S. Miller, 254-559-2860
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
First Christian
101 E. Williams, 254-559-2744
First Christian of Woodson
Michael Patrick, Min.
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints
530 CR 179, Eastland, 435-640-6103
Doug Smith, Branch President
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
Christian Science
401 S. McAmis
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Central Church of Christ
Woodson
Royce Priddy, Min.
Church of Christ
1701 W. Elliott, 254-559-2558
Don Nelson, Min.
Church of Christ
1314 W. Jeanette, 254-559-5001
Albany Church of Christ
417 N. Main Street, 325-762-2078
Russell Scott, Minister
Eliasville Church of Christ
Eliasville - Norman Carpenter, Min.
CONTEMPORARY
Real Church
515 N. Graham Ave.; W.S. 10:30 a.m.

INTERDENOMINATIONAL
Victory Life Church
1612 Hwy. 180 E, 254-559-3600
Dr. Craig Smee, Lead Pastor
JEHOVAH’S WITNESS
Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses
202 FM 3099, 254-559-6830
LUTHERAN
Trinity Lutheran Church
Hwy. 180, Albany, 915-762-3227
Thomas Chandler, Min.
METHODIST
First Methodist Church
419 W. Walker, 254-559-8208
Samantha Chambers, Pastor
St. Paul United Methodist
1504 E. Elm, 254-559-3685
Samantha Chambers, Pastor
NONDENOMINATIONAL
Eolian Community Church
7162 CR 292, 254-559-3829
Genoa Goad, Min.

River of Life Fellowship
122 E. Lindsey, 254-522-8981
James Stewart, Min.

The Light of the World
600 N. Breckenridge Ave.
Inocencio Briones, Min.

The Ridge Cowhoy Church @ Lakeside
108 CR 221, 325-370-7673
PENTECOSTAL
The Lighthouse
1509 E. Walker, 254-559-6077
Rev. Will Anderson
PRESBYTERIAN
First Preshyterian Church
1601 W. Elliott, 254-559-2484
Pastor Linda Buchanan Leveridge

Have changes?
Need something added?
Email design@grahamleader.com.

This Devotional & Directory
is made possible by these

businesses who encourage all of
us to attend worship services.

BRECKENRIDGE
PARTS

“Complete line of auto & engine supplies”
1811 W. WALKER » BRECKENRIDGE, TX 76424
294-539-8241

4437

{ U] EF[TD@[F All Kinds of Native
el Grass Seed, Field Seed,

211 (R151 « Breckenridge, TX 76424 « 1-800-722-8616
www.turnerseed.com

4460

Wildlife Seed, and
Wildflower Seed

MOREHART MORTUARY
of Breckenridge & Albany
Traditional Funerals, Cremations, Monuments, Pre-Planning

1.800.372.5421 * Obit Line: 254.559.0BIT

www.morehartmortuary.net

4457

PROUDLY SERVING BRECKENRIDGE SINCE 1965

MELTON-KITCHENS
C/Waé Q/aﬂw

95/-559-3311 | meltonkitchens.com

Want to support the
church directory?

Call Kaci at 254-559-5412
or email
admgr@breckenridgeamerican.com
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Douglas White posts up in the paint against a Bells defender Monday, Dec. 29 in the Bucks’ first game of the
Eula Tournament that they lost, 52-34 coming out of the Christmas break.

Photo/Alex Kielar

Bucks drop first game

of Eula Tournament

Alex Kielar
news@breckenridgeamerican.com

The Breckenridge
Buckaroos struggled
to get going offensive-
ly in their return to
action following the
Christmas break as
they lost to the Bells
Panthers in their first
game of the Eula Tour-
nament, 52-34, Mon-
day, Dec. 29.

The Bucks fell be-
hind 11-1 out of the
gate and spent most of
the first half trying to
chip away, trailing 11-
3, 13-5, 17-5 and even-
tually 22-9 before tight-
ening it to 23-15 before
halftime.

Most of their early
production came from
Joacim Fernadez, who
opened with a free
throw and added two
baskets, with Jaime
Cruz, Douglas White
at the free throw line
and Hudson Wood-
ward contributing as
well before the break.

Both teams opened
the third quarter
scoreless until Bells fi-
nally broke through a
three at the 6:14 mark,
swinging momentum
back their way after
Breckenridge’s late-
half push. The Pan-
thers stretched the
lead to 30-15 by the

r_ﬁ%:‘x S : ~y --,. _ .
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Cooper Wimberley dribbles up court during the first half of the Bucks’ loss to

Bells in their opening game of the Eula Tournament coming out of Christmas

break Monday, Dec. 29.

5:34 mark and added
another corner three
at 4:41.

The Bucks didn’t
score in the period un-
til Fernandez hit one
of two at the line with

Ryan Waller holds the ball against a Bells defender
Monday, Dec. 29 in the first half of the Bucks’ first

game in the Eula Tournament coming out of the

Christmas break.
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3:06 left.

Woodward followed
with a corner three at
2:25 for the team’s first
field goal of the second
half, and Conor Salazar
jumped a passing lane
moments later, turning
a steal into an assist to
Joseph Juneau to make
it 34-21.

Bells answered with
another cornerthreeat
one minute remaining
in the quarter. Wood-
ward closed the quar-
ter with a late layup to
bringit 39-23 going into
the final quarter.

The Bucks opened
the fourth quarter with
energy as Fernadez
cleaned up a Salazar
miss for a putback
and an and-one at sev-
en minutes remain-
ing. Woodward added
two free throws after
a strong offensive-re-
bound sequence and
Cruz knocked down
a midrange jumper at
the five minute mark.
But Bells continued to
answer, hitting corner

Photo/Alex Kielar

threes at 3:39 and 2:39
to keep the margin out
of reach.

White scored on a
layup with 1:30 re-
maining, and with 25
seconds left, Bry Arm-
strong fed Gavin Harri-
son inside for the final
basket of the game for
the Bucks.

The Bucks went on
to face the Muenster
Hornets in the loser
bracket Tuesday, Dec.
30.

“We had open gym
yesterday (Sunday,
Dec. 28) and shot and
got up there this morn-
ing at 9. We didn’t
shoot well in practice,
we didn’t shoot well
in the game,” head
coach Brent Lucas
said. “Story of the day
so far [ guess. We got
tobe ableto score, and
that’s why we work
on shooting so much.
There’s no microcosm
to that — shooting the
ball. It’s hard to win
when you score 38
points.”

Saturday, January 3, 2026

Breckenridge children will get their shot at a nation-
al-level basketball competition this weekend when
the local Elks Lodge hosts its annual Hoop Shoot

free-throw contest.

Archive photo

Breckenridge Elks
Lodge annual hoop
shoot tomorrow

Alex Kielar
news@breckenridgeamerican.com

Breckenridge chil-
dren will get their shot
at a national-level bas-
ketball competition
this weekend when the
local Elks Lodge hosts
its annual Hoop Shoot
free-throw contest.

This year’s contest
is taking place Sunday,
Jan. 4 with registration
beginning at 2:30 p.m.
at the Breckenridge
High School gym, 602
W. Second St.

Breckenridge Elks
Lodge No. 1480 is co-
ordinating the event,
which is open to boys
and girls ages 8 to 13
and free to participate
in.

Competitors will be
grouped by age — 89,
10-11 and 12-13 — based
on their age as of April
1,2026. Winners in each
division will advance to
the district round, the
local lodge covering
gas expenses for fami-
lies making the trip.

Those who move on
past district will com-
pete at the state con-
test in Carrollton on
Feb. 21, followed by
the regional round in
Dallas on March 14.
The national finals are

& - - i

scheduled for April 18
in Chicago. All levels
beyond district include
overnight travel, with
participants and their
parents attending as
guests of the Elks.

Six national cham-
pions — one boy and
one girl from each age
group — will be named.
National winners re-
ceive atrophy and have
their names added to a
permanent plaque at
the Naismith Memorial
Basketball Hall of Fame
in Springfield, Massa-
chusetts. The top over-
all boy and girl earn the
Getty Powell Award.

Breckenridge has a
strong recent history
inthe competition. Last
year, Millie Walling won
the Texas state title and
went on to place third
at regionals, marking
her second appearance
at the state level.

TheElks organization
describes the Hoop
Shoot as an opportuni-
ty for kids to compete,
building friendships
and experience state-
wide and national trav-
el with minimal cost to
families.

For more informa-
tion, contact Wayne
Justus at 254-477-3941
or 254-477-3272.

The Elks Lodge will host its annual Hoop Shoot free-
throw contest Sunday, Jan. 4 with registration begin-
ning at 2:30 p.m. at the Breckenridge High School

gym, 602 W. Second St.
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risk of wildfire as the
New Year approaches.

“We have seen
above-normal grass
production across
large areas of Tex-
as, especially near
Abilene, Wichita Falls,
Lubbock, Childress
and Amarillo,” said
Luke Kanclerz of the
forest service. “These
grasses are now dor-
mant and freeze-cured,
which means they dry
quickly and can sup-
port wildfire activity
when wind speeds in-
crease.”

About 90% of wild-
fires in the state are
caused by human ac-
tivity, with debris burn-
ing and equipment use
accounting for the ma-
jority. Before traveling,
drivers are urged to
inspect their vehicles
to make sure tires are
properly inflated and
trailer safety chains
are secure to prevent
creating sparks that
can cause wildfires.

A total of 103 Texas
counties are current-
ly under a burn ban.
A list of counties un-
der a burn ban can
be found at https://
tfsweb.tamu.edu/.

Judge blocks
app store age
verification law

A federal judge tem-
porarily blocked a new
state law that would
require app stores to
verify the ages of us-
ers and restrict use by
thoseunder 18, the San
Antonio Express-News
reported. U.S. District
Judge Robert Pitman
granted an injunction
against the law, which
was set to take effect
Jan. 1, saying it likely
violates free speech
rights under the First
Amendment.

“The act is akin to
a law that would re-

SCJLS

quire every bookstore
to verify the age of ev-
ery customer at the
door and, for minors,
require parental con-
sent before the child
orteen could enter and
again when they try to
purchase a book,” Pit-
man wrote.

Attorney General
Ken Paxton said he
would appeal the rul-
ing.

The law would re-
quire app store users
to be over 18 or to
have parental consent
before downloading
or purchasing an app.
Tech companies such
as Apple and Google
objected, calling it a
violation of privacy
and saying it would
affect all apps, includ-
ing those dedicated to
news, sports or weath-
er.

Paxtons’ divorce files
unsealed

After months of le-
gal wrangling, the files
in the divorce case of
Angela and Ken Paxton
have been released.
The files show Ange-
la Paxton contended
the marriage has be-
come “unsupportable”
in part because of his
infidelity, the Houston
Chronicle reported.

Several media com-
panies sued to force
the release of the files,
contending the pub-
lic had a right to know
since both parties are
public elected offi-
cials. Angela Paxton is
aRepublican state sen-
ator from McKinney.
Ken Paxton is leaving
his attorney general
post in a bid to unseat
incumbent U.S. Sen.
John Cornyn in the
March GOP primary.

The couple in
mid-December agreed
to make the files pub-
lic just before a sched-
uled hearing on wheth-

er the records should
remain sealed.

In her motion for di-
vorce, Angela Paxton
said the 38-year mar-
riage had become in-
supportable and asked
for a larger portion of
their assets. Ken Pax-
ton responded that
his wife should “take
nothing.”

South Texas
builders: ICE arrests
upend industry

Immigration and
Customs Enforcement
agents have arrested
more than 9,100 peo-
plein South Texas, The
Texas Tribune report-
ed, and builders say
the arrests are slowing
construction of new
homes. The arrests ac-
count for nearly one-
fifth of all ICE arrests
in the entire state.

Mario Guerrero, ex-
ecutive director of the
South Texas Builders
Association, said ICE
agents were operating
without arrest war-
rants — which they
can do legally — but
are also detaining peo-
ple who have proper
authorization.

“It’s what’s hap-
pening across the Rio
Grande Valley at con-
struction sites,” he
said.

Data from the Fed-
eral Reserve of Dallas
indicates a 5% drop
in construction jobs
during the third quar-
ter of 2025.

New refuge for
whooping cranes
on Texas coast
Conservation
groups have pur-
chased more than
3,000 acres of prairie
on an isolated stretch
along the Gulf of Mexi-
co to preserve as hab-
itat for the endangered
whooping crane, The
Tribune reported. The

Continued from Page 1

uated from high school.

Each 4-H or FFA ex-
hibitor must show their
own entry during judg-
ing but may have anoth-
er exhibitor assist only
when exhibiting two
or more animals in the
same class. All exhibi-
tors will be assigned a
number to wear at all
times exhibiting their
animals.

In divisions where
there are five or more
entries, grand and
reserve champion
awards will be present-
ed. For divisions with
fewer than five entries,
only grand champion
awards will be present-
ed.Indivisions or class-
es with only three en-
tries, ribbons only will
be awarded.

The event begins
Thursday, Jan. 8 with
the Range and Pasture
Identification Contest
at 2 p.m. and the Pub-
lic Speaking Contest at
3:30 p.m. Weigh-in will
be held from 5-6 p.m.
for rabbits, 5-6:30 p.m.
for poultry, 5-7:30 p.m.
for goats and sheep and
5:30-6:30 p.m. for swine.
Ag mechanics and art
projects will also be
checked in from 5:30-
6:30 p.m.

Judging will follow
with breeding rabbits
from 6:30-7:30 p.m.,
market rabbits from
7:30-8:30 p.m., coun-
ty-born and-bred rab-
bits from 8:30-8:45 p.m.
and rabbit showman-

ship from 8:45-9:15 p.m.
Friday will be filled
with judging, beginning
with poultry and poul-
try showmanship from
89 a.m. Judging of ag
mechanics and the art
show will begin at 9:30
a.m., alongside judg-
ing for breeding goats,
market goats, bred and
born goats and goat
showmanship.

From 11:30 a.m.
through 1 p.m. will be
judging of breeding
sheep, market sheep,
bred and born sheep
and the sheep show-
manship award. Cattle
weigh-in will be held
from noon to 1 p.m.

Judging will resume
from 1:30-5:30 p.m. for
market gilts, market
barrows, bred and born
swine and swing show-
manship. The Pee Wee
show will follow the
swine competition. At 6
p.m., thelivestockjudg-
ing contest will be held.

Then from 6:30-7:30
p.m., the judging of
breeding cattle, market
cattle, bred and born
cattle and the cattle
showmanship award
will take place.

The last day of the
show, Saturday, Jan. 10,
will begin with herds-
man interviews at 8
a.m. for seniors and
then juniors. The Ja-
cob Jackson Master
Showman Contest will
be held at 10 a.m., fol-
lowed by the buckle
awards presentation at
11:30 a.m. The Buyers’
Luncheon will begin at

noon, and the live sale
will start at 1:30 p.m.
to close out the three-
day livestock show.
Each exhibitor will be
allowed to sell only one
market or breeding en-
try in the general sale.

The sale order will be
overall market cham-
pions, overall breed-
ing champions, overall
reserve market cham-
pions, overall reserve
breeding champions,
breed champions,
showmanship cham-
pions, herdsman win-
ners and bred and born
champions.

Animals will be sold
alternating between
cattle, swine, sheep,
goats, rabbits and poul-
try. After the champi-
ons have sold, the sale
will continue in the or-
der of divisions as list-
ed by class placings.

A mandatory clean-
up for all exhibitors
will be held at 1 p.m.
Sunday to receive sale
checks in full. Unex-
cused absences from
the cleanup will result
in $100 of the award
check being contribut-
ed to the SCJLS Schol-
arship Fund.

To qualify for the
scholarship, appli-
cants must be in their
graduating year of high
school and must have
shown in the livestock
show either through
4-H or FFA for a mini-
mum of three of four
high school years, in-
cluding their graduat-
ing year.

$8 million purchase of
two tracts in Calhoun
County provides win-
ter grounds for the
world’s last wild flock
of whooping cranes.

“Large, intact coast-
al landscapes are dis-
appearing fast, and
protecting this one is
a major win,” said Ju-
lie Shackelford, Texas
state director of The
Conservation Fund,
which purchased
the 2,200-acre Cos-
ta Grande Ranch. An-
other coastal proper-
ty consisting of 1,100
acres was bought
by the International
Crane Foundation.

Barely two dozen
whooping cranes re-
mained a century ago.
Conservation efforts
have increased the
last wild flock to nearly
600. The flock migrates
annually from Cana-
da’s boreal forest to
the Texas Gulf Coast.

“As the populations
have grown, they have
expanded more and
more off of those pro-
tected lands,” said
Carter Crouch of the
International Crane
Foundation. “If we
want to have a contin-
ually growing and re-
covering population,
we need to secure suf-
ficient wintering hab-
itat.”

[ X X ]

Borders is a veteran
award-winning Texas
Journalist. He published
a number of communi-
ty newspapers in Texas
during a 30-year span,
including in Longview,
Fort Stockton, Nacogdo-
ches, Lufkin and Cedar
Park. Email: gborders@
texaspress.com.

Stephens County voters approved the $39 million
Breckenridge ISD bond for the construction of a
new pre-kindergarten through 5th grade elementary

school.

Database

Contributed photo

Continued from Page 3

2026. Historical infor-
mation includes data
currently active or ap-
proved within the past
10 years, or tax years
2015 through 2025.

Taxing unit means a
county, incorporated
city or town, school
district, special district
or authority or any oth-
er political unit of the
state.

While these local
taxing entities are re-
quired to submit infor-
mation, the comptrol-
ler states it does not
independently verify
information in the da-
tabase or “represent
or warrant” that infor-
mation is accurate or
complete.

“Database contents
are subject to change
without notice, as the
comptroller strives to
promptly incorporate
new and updated in-

formation it receives
throughout the year,”
the website states.

Bond elections will
be listed with ballot
language, projected
Interest and Sinking
(I&S) Fund tax rate,
votes in support and
against, bond election
results, list of proposed
projects to be funded,
dollar amount of any
funded projects, de-
scription of increase in
I&S tax rate and an es-
timate of the minimum
dollar amount required
to spend on debt ser-
vice.

For school district
Maintenance and Oper-
ation (M&O) bond elec-
tions they will have to
list if the proposition
was not approved or
the proposed and ap-
proved tax rate as well
as the ballot language
for the M&O taxes lev-
ied.
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BRECKENRIDGE
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SIGN UP FOR
CHAMBER
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833-369-3188
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CHAMBER EVENTS

100 E. ELM ST. | 254-559-2301
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CLASSIFIEDS

Line Ad Rate:
$15 for 15 words or less
Over 15 words, 50¢ a word
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Breckenridge American 2354-559-5412

breckenridgeamerican.com/classifieds « classified@grahamleader.com

Line Ad Deadlines
9:00 am Thursday

(Classified line ad: an ad that
runs with only words, no box)

GET IT SOLD with a Classified Ad

510 HELP WANTED ¢50 FOR SALE - FARM & RANCH

MANAGEMENT &

Growth Opportunities

APPLY ONLINE TODAY:

18567

CAMPBELL

FARM & RANCH

FARM & RANCH LAND FOR SALE

EEE

oh

160ac- 1Pond,90%WoollEli§ 1,030,400

WWW.CFRLAND.COM

CALL TODAY!
(940) 549-7700

Dec. 28, 2025-Jan. 3, 2026

CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide

ENERGY

= s ceaA F S 4L ELi ¥
TexSCAN Week of HOME IMPROVEMENT

Jim’s Metal Roof Coatings, licensed and insured,
statewide service. Roof coating, painting, leak repair,
bin tops, roofing (metal/galvanized), metal building
(steel or aluminum), house (exterior). Call your local
contractor, Jim’s Metal Farm Coatings at (325) 436-

YOUNG COUNTY coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract,
N ow H I R I N G no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans feature 4039 or (469) 315-0002.

1196ac- mpﬂ‘ms&m 180ac- EM.MM unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For  No more cleaning out gutters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter
742ac- Near Town, 5Ponds..$3.995000 176ac- 3Ponds WoodIZIe2$895,0000 more information, call 1-855-493-3803. is backed by a no-clog guarantee and lifetime
R transferrable warranty. Call today 1-833-460-3020
B R Ec KE N R I D G E D Q 320ac- Cabin, M.WtWM 1e1n&m‘ms1m CHARITY to schedule a FREE inspection and no obligation
. . 254ac- 2Ponds, Woods........$1,220,736  160ac- Hunting, 2PondiZle21s872,000 e . estimate. Get 15% off your entire order. Plus, Military
® Creekm,m Donate your car, truck, boat, RV an more to support & Seniors get an additional 10% off. Limited time only.
Da I ry Q u ee n o cat I o n s 242ac- 5 Ponds mem1m 160ac- 3Ponds, our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup  Restrictions apply, see representative for warranty and

160ac- 372 Home, Pool. [E1$1,950,000  143ac- 2Ponds Creek...... EEI§795,000 and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car  offer details.

Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!
h

VACATION

YMT Vacations. Over 50 guided tours available.

{170 33tHame, Ponds...ST97408 80e0 P Creek IIIGABO00 | repre o pover s oy with G Al s sl e
I E A M M E M B E RS 40ac- 1Pond 5mi 1o Breck.... $239.200  T4ac- 2Ponds, Great Hunting $550,000 | Home Sndby Geneator Actow loreseve aFREE U1 Tvlrs Our ours nelude ecommodations
.mm 50ac- 2Ponds, Home mmw 5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855- £ fessional Tour Di h 1
. . « , 704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just Fees, T. pro gsslonaSA\?I\:‘lrmSl:)ectorl?nd 5¢ %CtlleeIé\l/[?l:
Full-time & Part-time 35ac- Pond, Cabin.... EEIEE1$383,830 50ac- 1Pond, Water Meter......$375,000 a generator. Its a power move. ora limited time onall tours. Cal
today. 1-877-741-0071.
age . THROCKMORTON COUNTY 45ac- Creek, Pond, In-Town.... $795,000
Positions Availabl QILHGAS WANTED
ositions Avallabile 320ac- Bamdo, 5Ponds IE$1,920,000  38ac- Buid to Su, Fertie Soil. $278,000
Creek, 4Tanks m ‘We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing  Need Extra Cash — I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes
iti 161”‘ 4T o and producing including Non-Participating Royalty —Travel Trailers, Sth Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper
p 2 2 pating Royalty P
m Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an  Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition — Old/New, Dirty
H H dac M 60,000 offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title — No Problem, we
Frlend Iy Work Env' ron ment 1 $1 Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408- can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR
. . HILL COUNTY 1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com. Enterprises, 956-466-70011
Flexible Scheduling 115ac- 2Tanks Mosty OpdIEII$925,750

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network
184 Participating Texas Newspapers * Regional Ads
Start At $250 « Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the

Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

www.RichesonDQ.com
Be part of a fun, fast-paced team where ) NEED A 700 FOR RENT - APARTMENTS
your smile makes all the difference! ¥ JOB?
Even Exchange — King Crossword — NEED T
e e e Answers EMPLOYEES? C O N Q U l S A D O R
i 7 Solution time: 26 mins. o
o aculll et APARTMENTS
5. Wamer, Warden A Stick, Shack an potentia . .
TCYYTETN T Wo[s] | employers every day. 1101 West Elliott © Breckenridge, TX 76424
solution E[A[D Breckenridge
1. Ballad; 2. Novel; Sl American \\':S 254'559'6792 VA
3. Regent; 4, Gather BEE VACANC CANCIEs
Today's word Al B ey
GARAGE BHE |
E[o] | 254-559-5412 SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS

To Subscribe:

To Place Your Ad:
254-559-54172

admgr@breckenridgeamerican.com
Run Your Show & Sell Ad*
for as litle as $14.95!

*Show & Sell pricing not available for real property ads (homes, mobile homes, etc.).
Up to 20 words, 50¢ per additional word. Only one item per ad.

_ Browse

¢ &Buy ¥
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On-Site Laundry © Close to Schools * Quality Affordable

SECTION 8 HOUSING AVAILABLE
— HANDICAP UNIT AVAILABLE —
— COME CHECK US OUT -

. TDD# 800-735-2989

C

This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider/Employer

Four great reasons
to advertise In

YOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPER

Want your business to get noticed? Whether it's to promote your
services or to recruit new employees, your local paper can help!
Here are four great reasons to advertise in your community newspaper.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

4653

254-559-54172

circulation@grahamleader.com
Get Free Unlimited Online Access
With Your Home Delivery Subscription!

Call us today to see how we can help
you sell your unwanted property!

Breckenridge American Classifieds
make it easy to connect with local buyers
and sellers - in print and online!

Breckenridge American

CLASSIFIEDS

1108 W. Walker Street * Breckenridge, TX 76424
www.breckenridgeamerican.com ¢ 254-559-5412

You'll reach
your
target audience

By advertising in
your local paper, you're
sure to reach your
customer base — those
who are from your town
and surrounding areas!
Your ad campaigns
will be highly targeted and
consequently,
very effective

o)

You'll get
quality ads

Business owners rarely
have the time or skills
necessary to write
advertising copy, take
photos and otherwise
create professional-quality
ads. By working with your
local paper, you'll benefit
from the expertise and
skills of its team members,
including graphic
designers, writers, editors
and ad reps.

@

You'll boost
the local economy

By advertising in your
community newspaper,
you'll be supporting
the local economy. You'll
help the papers’ reporters,
advertising representatives,
carriers,
graphic designers,
copywriters and other
employees keep their jobs.
Moreover, you'll work with
people who understand
the local market.

You'll
save money

Ad space in a national
newspaper is much more
expensive than in a local
one. Admittedly, your
message circulates over
a greater area, but you
should analyze the
cost-effectiveness: will
readers really travel
dozens of miles to visit
your store?

By advertising in your local
paper, you'll reach your
target audience directly —
without breaking the bank!

Breckenridge American

1108 W. Walker St. | Breckenridge, TX 76424 | 254-559-5412 | breckenridgeamerican.com

CLASSIFIEDS ARE ONLINE AT

WWW.BRECKENRIDGEAMERICAN.COM
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Pl]BL]C o? Career?| OuUTON A LIMB by Gary Kopervas

12 ¥l GREAT 4ou ChN TALK,BUT Db You HAVE
NOTICES ° Wecan help! 8, T WATE T BREAKITT0 YU, GLENN'
7 V1N O Net a new job - ‘EVIK(TIMEI STEP ONTHE SCALE Y
1 . w‘, hook, line & sinker : : ?
AT YOUR FINGERTIPS! %:,‘ e  SEEa f—
h*Classiﬁeds.
www.texaspublicnotices.com _ _
BreckenridgeAmerican.com . :
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THE SPATS by Jeff Pickering
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TAKE MY ScRews |
N AND HAVE
THEM DONE To0.

Support these U
local businesses!

The advertisers you see in this publication are who make it

T ——— ]

possible for us to bring the news to you.

The Breckenridge American appreciates their support and we

Goob
THING IT'S

encourage our readers to support them. These small
businesses recognize the value of their customers and work
hard to show you.

Supporting these local businesses supports your community

and your community news source.

o MYSELE, PAPPY!
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!
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Why Public Notice Should XA 7% a |
Remain in Newspapers —— ' ]

! I 50 SANTA
F VE WANT TH = k i COURSE GRADES oM A
FAT oL’ ELF T VIS, 5 1 I GENEROUS
YE GOTSTA BE A . i3
600D Bov.
Along with open meeting
and freedom of information
laws, public notice is an

essential element of the

Since the first U.S. Congress,
public officials have
understood that newspapers

three-leaged are the best medium
StOO]. g9 to notify the public about E E h
official matters because ve n xc a n g e by Donna Pettman
of government they contain the
tragns arenc ! . Each numbered row contains two clues and two -letter answers. 1le two answers differ from each other
P y essentlal by only one letter, which hay already been inserted. For example, if vou exchange the A from MASTER
el ements Of for an L. you get MISTER. Lo not change the order of the letrers,
public notice: 1. Cabbagegarden _ A _ _ Toss the bassball  _ | _
Newspa.pers 2. Wood's homophone __ U Earth _ _ R _ _
:/eer;iillr; ngglzlbrﬂiry 3. shopguartet _ A _ _ _ _  Carpelslyle _EBE_ _ _ _
@ notice in ACCESSibility 4. Runway walker . _ Db _ _ Traveler's inn T _ _
all 50 states 5. Buffett or Beatty R Prisonofficial Db _
888 &. Funningss = Gossip'sspecialty R
Independence f.Morerapdy R Buttenwp N
— =00 500 8. Small river T _  Bansheesound . c
O= =] ™ §@ 9. Welcome _ _ _E _ vast A _
—_— =|oo @ . . 10. Baton or rod I Jammed v
- — Verifiability
Thisisnotabout ‘%3} — — SCRAMBLERS _
“newspapers vs the internet”. e | F | renvmge e e teters s or e mpsviy wordwhleh il omplocethegagl
It’s newspapers and Archivability chooe ] M
bsi i DABALL
newspaper we sites vs : N
government websites Publishi . LOVEN __ Q -
and newspaper websites have ublis X 11g notices i@ Ruler I:l I:l
a much larger audience. on the internet ; ERGENT
Moving notice from newspapers g g : Collect
to government websites would 1shne1ther 5| B, - GEARTH
reduce the pre_sence Of pubhc c eap By the way, when are you going to clean
notices on the internet nor free putthe 4
Newsprint is inherently superior Crossword
D to the internet for public notice ACROSS
™~ because reading a newspaper is a serendipitous process. 1 Ship's salil
e 4 Some TVs
We find things in newspapers we weren’t expecting to 8 Comed beef
see. On the internet, we search for specific information recipe
and ignore everything else. ° 12 Terre Haute
sch.
13 Greek vowel
— Significant ::g :;SIO-
0= numbers of .‘ |. b POp. -
— | peopleinrural 18 COICJ tS CT'S 'f[";
: areas still lack oated wi
i1 : high-speed gold
Citizens contlnqe internet access,  Moreover, the real 19 Is boastful
to learn about vital " digital divid 20 Forest clear-
A Those who are older 1gita 1vide .
civic matters from . . ing
than 65 or who have for pubhc notice .
newspaper lower incomes or lack . . 22 Satiate 14 |45
ti high-school diplomas 1S growing 24 Partially mine
notices. are also cut off from due to the massive 25 Screwdriver 16 e
Documented examples of the internet in far migration to smartphones t
people taking action and higher numbers than and other small-screen ype 49 51
alerting their community the average. digital devices 29 — Lanka
after reading a newspaper 30 Waming
notice are reported on a 31 Compass dir. 50 Yale students 11 Chart toppers 34 Lowly worker
gl m 32 Saili hal- 51 Conclude 16 Potcovers 36 Devil's
S M thirdﬁ Ieilglgg o 19 Cigar remnant domain
. L. party newspapers to ensure that
Verifying publication ! public notices run in accordance 34 Wound cover DOWN 20 "Holy cow!" 37 Blanchett of
is dlfflC}lllt-tO- . with the law helps 35 Breaks down 1 Skippyrival 21 Entice "The Aviator"
e onheweb- | prevent government 36 Piles 2 "This — stick- 22 Secluded 38 Milky gem
. 7 : . o 7 i " i
rpeericnm |  officials from hiding 10 Seniors org. 3 Sefivsland 23 Cookingfat _ bread.
ar greater scrutiny . ° .
e e information 41 Each 4 Rummage 25 Movelkea 40 "The King —"
Es\k})\/l;sk;ederl? they would prefer the public not to see 42 Unexpected {through) butterfly 42 Misery
i gain 5 Stallion-to-be 26 Adventure 43 Under the
Governments aren’t very good at publishing information — 46 Story 6 — standstill 27 Now,ina Wea't_her
on the internet. Unlike newspaper publishers, F 47 Shoppe 7 Plopped memo 44 Architect
public officials aren’t compelled by the — descriptor down 28 Society new-  Maya
. . - 48 24 horas 8 Fireplace part bies 45 Young fellow
free market to operate effective websites. 49 Building 9 Water calor? 30 Missing Gl
wings 10 Crooned 33 Curtains

24630 Look for answers in the Classifieds.
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Saturday, January 3, 2026

2 p.m.

3:30 p.m.

5-6 p.m.
5:30-6:30 p.m.
5:30-7:30 p.m.

STEPHENS COUNTY

JUNIOR LIVESTOCK SHOW & SALE

oo JANUARY 8-11, 2026 ee

Stephens County Ag Barn
145 CR 245 e Breckenridge, TX 76424

2026 Stephens County

Junior Livestock Show Schedule
Thursday, January 8

Range & Pasture ID Contest
Public Speaking Contest
Weigh-in of rabbits
Weigh-in of poultry
Weigh-in of goats

Weigh-in of sheep

Weigh-in of swine

Friday, January 9

8-9 a.m.

9:30 a.m.
9:30-11 a.m.

Judging of Poultry

Judging of Poultry Showmanship
Judging of Ag Mechanics & Art Show
Judging of Breeding Sheep

Judging of Market Sheep

Judging of Born & Bred Sheep
Judging of Sheep Showmanship

Saturday, January 10

8 a.m.
8-9 a.m.

Herdsman Interviews

Judging of Breeding Cattle
Judging of Market Cattle
Judging of Born & Bred Cattle
Judging of Cattle Showmanship

5:30-6:30 p.m.
6:30-7:30 p.m.
7:30-8:30 p.m.
8:30-8:45 p.m.

8:45-9:15 p.m.

11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.

Noon-1 p.m.
1:30-5:30 p.m.

10 a.m.
11:30 a.m.

Noon
1:30 p.m.

Check-in of Ag Mechanics &
Art Projects

Judging of Breeding Rabbits
Judging of Market Rabbits
Judging of County Born & Bred
Rabbits

Judging of Rabbit Showmanship

Judging of Breeding Goats
Judging of Market Goats
Judging of Born & Bred Goats
Judging of Goat Showmanship
Weigh-in of cattle

Judging of Market Gilts

Judging of Market Barrows
Judging of Born & Bred Swine
Judging of Swine Showmanship
*Pee Wee Show immediately follows.

Livestock Judging Contest

Jacob Jackson Master Showman
Buckle Awards Presentation
Buyers’ Luncheon

Live Sale Begins

1 p.m. Sunday, January 11 e Mandatory Clean-Up

Good luck to all 2026 Stephens County
Junior Livestock Show Participants!

MOREHART M
of Breckenridge ¢ Albany

1101 W. Walker | Breckenridge, TX 76424 | 254.559.5421
www.morehartmortuary.net

33333

Your one-stop source for

native & improved

grasses, wildlife,

wildflower & field seed.

Breckenridge
American

1108 W. Walker Street
Breckenridge, TX 76424
254-559-5412
www.breckenridgeamerican.com

211 County Rd. 151
Breckenridge, TX 76424
1-800-722-8616
www.turnerseed.com

GOOD LUCK
CONTESTANTS!

For All Your Home Needs MATTRESSES
\ 33333 )

301 E. Walker St.
Breckenridge, TX 76424
254-559-2114
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